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Bus on Shoulder Preparations on Stevenson Expressway
CHICAGO – The Illinois Department of Transportation announced that new roadway signs to accommodate the Bus on Shoulder program will be installed this week on the Stevenson Expressway (Interstate 55) and reminded motorists that the shoulders always will be available for their use in the event of vehicle breakdowns and other emergencies. 
Pace is tentatively scheduled to begin driver training on the expressway shoulders Oct. 24. The new service begins Nov. 14. 
“We are excited for the potential of the Bus on Shoulder program to encourage the use of mass transit and reduce congestion at a time when people are looking to practice green transportation,” said Diane O’Keefe, regional engineer for IDOT’s Region 1, covering Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry and Will counties. “But we also want to stress to motorists that the expressway shoulders always will remain open to them if they need to pull over and call for help, whatever the situation.” 
The two-year pilot program will allow Pace routes 755 and 855 to operate on the Stevenson Expressway’s inside shoulders between Interstate 355 and Kedzie Avenue. The inbound inside shoulder will be available from 5 to 9 a.m. The outbound inside shoulder will be available from 3 to 7 p.m. 
Buses will be permitted to use the inside shoulder as a passing lane only during periods of peak congestion when traffic is moving slower than 35 mph. They will be restricted to traveling no more than 15 mph over the top speed of vehicles in the expressway lanes and never greater than 35 mph. 
The shoulders will be off limits to buses if they are being used because of snow removal efforts, traffic stops by law enforcement, routine maintenance duties and motorists who need to pull over. 

“Highways in our region are among the most congested in the country. We’re excited to offer commuters a viable alternative that will save them time and money,” said Pace Chairman of the Board Richard Kwasneski. “Our training program will ensure safe travel for our passengers and other motorists.”
To ensure that there is no unauthorized use of the shoulders with the start of the new program, IDOT is coordinating with Illinois State Police to assist with special patrols targeting the Stevenson Expressway.  
The Bus on Shoulder program is made possible by a $35 million project ending this month to resurface the Stevenson Expressway and improve the existing shoulders. 
For more information on the program, including a short video explaining how the new service will work, visit http://www.dot.il.gov/busonshoulder/index.html.
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