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FIGURE 5 
Environmental Resources Map 
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MAYOR 
Richard Kopczick 

CITY CLERK 
John Enger 

CITY TREASURER 
MaryBeth O'Brien 

DEP. CITY CLERK 
Beth A. Walker 

DEP.TREASURER 
Daria J. Lynes 

FIRST WARD 
Don Hansen 

Randy Larson 

May 21,2012 

CITY OF MORRIS 
700 Division Street· Morris, Illinois 60450 

Phone (815) 942-0103 • Fax (815) 942-0216 

Mr. Steve Long, P.E., Chief Engineer 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
Division of Aeronautics 
1 Langhorne Bond Drive 
Capital Airport 
Springfield,IL 62707-8415 

SUBJECT: Determination of "Concurrent Use" 
Illinois Route 47 Easement Acquisition 
From Morris Municipal Airport 
By Illinois Department of Transportation Division of Highways 

Dear Mr. Long: 

The City of Morris has been informed by the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT) that certain Temporary Construction and Permanent Easements will need to be 
acquired from the City of Morris Airport property in conjunction with the construction of 
proposed improvements to FAP 326 (IL47) Section 109,110) R, R-l, 110BR & BR-l, 
Grundy County and Kendall County. IDOT has requested our determination of 
"Concurrent Use" for these temporary and permanent easements. 

The lands within the easements were acquired by the City of Morris for the purposes of 
operating an airport. The names of the former owners ofthe parcels acquired by the City 
and the dates of those acquisitions are as follows: 

(Rt) Sta 6098±41 to Sta 61 08±60 
Temp. Construction and Permanent Easements at South End of Parcel G 
(Acquired from Chicago Title & Trust Co. - 07-18-1991) 

(Rt) Sta 6150±20 to Sta 6157±46 
Temp. Easement on Parcel A-I at main entrance north to Parcel D-2 (Acquired 
from Janet R. Collins, Phyllis Ann Strange and Diana J. Lutes - 07-02-1991) 

SECOND WARD 
Ken Sereno 

Julian Houston 

ALDERMAN 
THIRD WARD 
Barry Aldrich 
Drew Muffler 

FOURTH WARD 
Duane Wolfe 

Bill Martin 



CITY OF MORRIS 
700 Division Street • Morris, Illinois 60450 
Phone (815) 942-0103 • Fax (815) 942-0216 

May 10,2012 
Illinois Route 47 Easement Acquisition 
Page 2 

(Rt) Sta 6157±46 to Sta 6159±82 
Temp. Construction and Permanent Easement on Parcel D-2 (Acquired from 
Margaret R. Lutes and Donald D. Lutes - 04-17-2009) 

(Rt) Sta 6159±82 to Sta 6174±91 
Temp. Construction and Permanent Easement (City of Morris is in the process of 
acquiring this property from Lea Collins Sharp, Trustee) 

The City of Morris is requesting a change in land use of the property within the temporary 
and permanent easements to roadway, drainage, and access purposes from airport 
operation purposes. The City of Morris has determined these easements are "Concurrent 
Use" and will not affect the intended use of the balance ofthe City's airport property and 
it's use for that purpose by the City. In fact, the easements will facilitate the improvement 
of Illinois Route 47 to a 5 lane roadway thus enhancing the access to the airport and 
making access to the airport dramatically safer and attractive to airport users. The City 
of Morris fully supports the use of this property for easements intended for the 
improvements to Illinois Route 47. 

Enclosed you will find an updated Exhibit A - Property Line Map for Morris Municipal 
Airport, Morris, Grundy County, Illinois. The Exhibit is recently updated and signed by 
the City's Consulting Engineer, City Clerk, and me. Also enclosed is the latest ALP 
which is not currently fully approved by the Division of Aeronautics. Note that this ALP 
does not show the centerline ofthe main airport entrance aligned on the easterly extension 
of Airport Road (as it exists). However, it is the City of Morris' intention to move that 
entrance to line up with Airport Road centerline, so the IDor s plan to construct the 
airport access at that location (according to the plans we have been provided) is fully 
supported by the City of Morris. 

Additionally, within the easements there is a restriction of height for any equipment or 
structures within that area. At locations along the Illinois Route 47 east right-of-way, the 
maximum allowable height is 160 feet 

Within the proposed easements, the City of Morris will need to maintain a watermain, and 
services off the watermain, that may exist in those areas. In addition to the watermain 
maintenance, the easements will require lawn maintenance. The City of Morris requires 
that all field tiles encountered during the highway construction be maintained and left in 
a working preconstruction condition. 
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At a meeting, held at my office on April 4, 2012 with IDOT District 3 Engineer Craig 
Reed and others, Kathy Comrie of the Division of Aeronautics indicated that the IDOT 
District 3 would be responsible for all costs associated with the City of Morris updating 
and providing the enclosed data. 

Thank you for your attention to this request and information. If there is an}1hing else you 
would need to consider our request, please contact me. 

Sinc~~; t:;/ ; / I / " 

J~ !~/7 J \~ /1: I ~,/ \/ 

IRIchard KOPczi?, M~YOr 

Enclosures 

cc: Illinois Department of Transportation - District 3 
Chamlin & Associates, Inc. - Morris 
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PUBLIC HEARING & ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AVAILABILITY 

SUMMARY 

Reconstructing IL 47 (South of Granville Road in Morris to Caton Farm Road) 

 
Public notices were published in the Morris Daily Herald and the Kendall County Record newspapers on 

June 7 & 21, 2012 to announce that the Environmental Assessment was available for public comment and 

to announce the June 26, 2012 public hearing.  Notices were also sent to public officials, area public 

service providers, and property owners.  Additionally, a press release was sent to area media.   

 

The public hearing was conducted on June 26, 2012 at the Saratoga Elementary School in Morris.  Sixty-

four individuals signed in at the public meeting, including three reporters, one state representative, the 

Morris Mayor and other area officials.  The meeting displays included:  a Purpose & Need exhibit, an 

environmental impacts summary exhibit, aerial photography exhibits showing the proposed project and 

required land acquisition, the approved environmental assessment, the draft project report, proposed 

typical sections, traffic projections, and crash history. 

 

The comment period ended on July 6, 2012.  A total of 49 comment sheets, letters, emails, and meeting 

minutes were documented.    The Department will send written responses to comments.  A copy of this 

summary will be sent to public officials, and to all persons submitting written comments and/or attending 

the hearing. 

 

COMMENTS Number 

Saratoga School (Many of these were form letters) 

    -Traffic signal needed and longer turn lane at Granville Road (north school entrance). 

    -Concern about the school’s south entrance becoming right-in/right-out. 

    -Concern about the school’s traffic (buses, parents, and employees) circulation plans. 

    -IL 47 speeding or speed limit concerns. 

    -Saratoga School Board is against proposed noise wall. 

 

15 

14 

12 

12 

1 

Resolutions, letters, & comments favoring the project. 12 

Limited median opening spacing negatively impacts access to driveways, businesses, and 

fields and is less safe. 

9 

Relocate, remove, combine or add entrances and/or median openings. 6 

Side road improvements, such as left turn lanes and driveway entrances, are not needed 

and negatively impact properties and businesses. 

5 

Question the project need or against the project. 3 

Appreciate meetings on this project. 2 

Drainage tiles are in the area. 2 

Suggest drainage improvements near Prologis Drive. 2 

How will property value be impacted and how will it be compensated? 2 

Road too close to residence. 2 

Question the proposed alignment which reduces farmland. 2 

Question why a centennial farm was not identified on the exhibit. 1 

Question the project limits. 1 

Frustrated with property impacts due to the airport. 1 

Suggest that the city of Morris coordinate for water main casings under IL 47. 1 

Appreciate not impacting a home. 1 

Not using the existing highway as much as possible is a waste of money. 1 

What will be done with any surplus public right of way? 1 

What will be done with any surplus topsoil? 1 

Why not a 5-lane roadway instead of 4-lanes with median? 1 

Switch mail delivery locations. 1 

Reduce tree impacts. 1 

Prepared July 9, 2012 



NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AVAILABILITY 

Reconstructing Illinois Route 47 
(South of Granville Road in Morris to Caton Farm Road) 

 

TUESDAY 

JUNE 26, 2012 
4 PM TO 7 PM 

 

AT THE SARATOGA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
4040 NORTH DIVISION STREET (IL 47) 

MORRIS, IL 60450 
 

(NO FORMAL PRESENTATION) 
 

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), District 3 office, will conduct a public hearing 
regarding the preliminary engineering study and Environmental Assessment for the proposed 
reconstruction of approximately 11.5 miles of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) from south of Granville 
Road in Morris to Caton Farm Road.  The purpose of the hearing is to present proposed project 
information and potential impacts for public comment. 
 
The proposed action includes IL 47 reconstruction to provide two lanes in each direction with a 
center median, generally following the existing alignment; bridge reconstruction over Valley Run 
and Saratoga Creek; and intersection improvements with traffic signal installations.  Noise 
abatement measures are being investigated for potential installation and the viewpoints of 
benefited receptors will be solicited.  Wetlands and an Illinois Natural Area Inventory site will be 
impacted, as well as conversion of agricultural lands to roadway use and concurrent use of 
airport property.  Additional right-of-way and easements will be required throughout the project.  
Right-of-Way acquisition and relocation assistance information will be available. 
 
The public hearing will be conducted in an open house format with no formal presentation.  
Exhibits, maps, plans, and the Environmental Assessment will be available for public review.  
IDOT personnel will be present to provide information, answer questions, and receive 
comments.  All interested persons are invited to attend and participate. 
 
Comments regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) shall be submitted in writing no later 
than July 6, 2012 to either of the addresses listed below.  The EA is available for public 
inspection on the IDOT website and at the following locations: 
 
 Illinois Department of Transportation  Federal Highway Administration 
 Region 2/District  3    Illinois Division  
 700 East Norris Drive    3250 Executive Park Drive   
 Ottawa, IL  61350    Springfield, IL  62703 
 
Persons with a disability planning to attend this meeting should contact Ted Fultz by June 20th 
to advise of planned attendance.  The contact may be by telephone (815) 434-8469, in writing to 
the above IDOT District 3 address, by fax (815) 434-8553 or by telecommunications device for 
the deaf (TTY 800-526-0844, voice users 800-526-0857).  If special accommodations are 
needed, the contact person should be informed at the time of contact.  The meeting room is 
accessible to persons with a disability. 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IL 47  RECONSTRUCTION 
(South of Granville Road to Caton Farm Road) 

 

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING: 
 Present information regarding the proposed reconstruction of IL 47. 

 

 Present project impacts identified in the Environmental Assessment. 
 

 Present noise abatement measures being investigated and solicit 
viewpoints of benefited receptors. 
 

 Provide land acquisition and relocation assistance information. 
 

 Answer project questions and receive public comments. 
 
 

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE IMPROVEMENT: 
 Purpose:  To address existing and 2030 transportation needs along IL 

47 from south of Granville Road to Caton Farm Road (11.5 miles) 
 

 Needs:   
 - Improve safety for all users 
 - Improve roadway capacity and mobility 
 - Improve facility condition 

 
 

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS: 
 Reconstruct IL 47 with two lanes in each direction and a center median. 

 

 Reconstruct bridges and culverts. 
 

 Improve intersections and install traffic signals when warranted. 
 

 Reconstruct shoulders and ditches with outside curb & gutter south of 
Valley Run. 

 
 

PROPOSED SCHEDULE: 
 Following the public hearing, comments received by July 6

th
 will be 

considered as the preliminary engineering study and the Environmental 
Assessment are finalized. 

 

 Land Acquisition normally begins after completion/approval of the 
preliminary engineering study and required environmental studies. 
 

 Phase 2 Design has begun and is on an expedited schedule. 
 

 Construction ($88.2 million) is funded in the Fiscal Year 2013-2018 
Proposed Highway Improvement Program. 



DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS WETLAND IMPACTS
Length of Roadway (miles) 11.5 miles  Wetlands displaced (acres) 0.21 acres
Right of Way required for construction (acres) 164.7 acres Number of wetlands affected 5 wetlands
Number of parcels 68 parcels
Temporary Easement required 3.2 acres SPECIAL AND PROTECTED LANDS
Permanent Easement required 1.9 acres Nature Preserves affected None
Estimated Cost Illinois Natural Area affected (INAI site) Valley Run Creek

Land Acquisition $4.4 million Parks and Forest Preserves affected None
Utility Adjustments $2.2 million

SUMMARY OF KEY ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE
DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AFFECTED

Utility Adjustments $2.2 million
Construction (Phase I estimate) $88.4 million WATER RESOURCES/QUALITY IMPACTS

Total $95.0 million Stream crossings/water crossings

SOCIAL/ECONOMIC IMPACTS Private water wells within 200 feet None displaced (10 identified)
Total Residences displaced 9 Residences  

(7 other out buildings) FLOODPLAIN IMPACTS
 Affected 100-year floodplains (Zone A)

Businesses displaced 1 Vacant Building
Worship centers displaced None
Schools displaced None CULTURAL RESOURCE IMPACTS

National Register eligible historic structure None

AGRICULTURAL IMPACTS resources with adverse effects
Prime farmland required 165.6 acres National Register eligible archaeological None
Farm residences/buildings displaced 5 residences and 7 other buildings displaced resources with adverse effects

4 Streams (West Aux Sable, Lisbon, Saratoga, 
Valley Run)

3 Floodplains (West Aux Sable, Saratoga,  Valley 
Run) - No significant encroachment.

Farm residences/buildings displaced 5 residences and 7 other buildings displaced resources with adverse effects

NATURAL RESOURCE IMPACTS NON-SPECIAL/SPECIAL WASTE SITE INVOLVEMENT
Tree Impacts 36

Number of CERCLIS (Comprehensive None
Environmental Response Compensation
and Liability Information System) sites
affected

Approximately 540 additional trees along the corridor AIR ANALYSIS
Project within a designated attainment/ Attainment area

Protected species adversely affected None nonattainment area
State Listed Species Microscale Analysis-COSIM (Carbon Passed for projected 2040 traffic.

Monoxide Screen for Intersection

Forest Stand #9 along West Aux Sable Creek:  0.5 
acres of forested land (71 trees) to be mitigated

52 additional trees in Wetland #6 adjacent to Valley 
Run Creek

Slippershell Mussel - Commitment to resurvey the 
four project area streams before construction. If 

Number of Recognized Environmental 
Conditions (RECs) Identified

Monoxide Screen for Intersection

NOISE IMPACTS
Federally Listed Species No Suitable Habitat Number of residences, classrooms, or

churches with noise impacts (approaching,

VISUAL IMPACT meeting or exceeding 67 dBA or greater
than 14 dBA increase over existing noise 
levels).  Projected 2030 conditions used.

four project area streams before construction. If 
present, an  Incidental Take Permit will be prepared to 
relocate slippershell mussels to a suitable site 
outside the area of disturbance.

13 receptors identified with noise impacts of 66 
dBAs and above, to 72 dBAs. Noise wall is not 
acoustically feasible at 3 receptors due to breaks 
for driveways and cross roads. Noise wall is not 
economically reasonable at 9 receptors. Noise 
barrier is considered feasible and economically 
reasonable adjacent to Saratoga School.

Widening of existing 2-lane roadway to a 4-lane 
separated roadway

Modeling) performed at intersections with IL 
47 at Granville Rd., Prologis Prkwy., US 52, 
and Plattville Rd.



SUPPORT LETTERS & RESOLUTIONS 
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