
 
January 25, 2012 
 
 
 
CIRCULAR LETTER 2012-03 
 
STATUS OF MUTCD COMPLIANCE DATE RULEMAKING 
 
COUNTY ENGINEERS/SUPERINTENDENTS OF HIGHWAYS 
MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS/DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC WORKS/MAYORS 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
 
On August 31, 2011, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) published a 
Notice of Proposed Amendment that proposed to eliminate, revise, or extend 
existing compliance dates for traffic control devices in the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).  See Circular Letter 2011-14.  The attached 
FHWA memorandum provides an updated status of the rulemaking. 
 
The current MUTCD requires agencies to identify their assessment or 
management method used to maintain the minimum retroreflectivity 
requirements by January 22, 2012.  In this memorandum, FHWA is 
recommending "state and local agencies should focus their efforts on long-
range planning for the maintenance and upgrade of existing traffic control 
devices, rather than focusing on compliance dates that may be extended or 
eliminated."  Regardless of the compliance date issue, the department still 
recommends agencies decide on the assessment or management method that 
will work best for the local public agency as soon as possible.  Furthermore, 
agencies should use the 2009 MUTCD requirements when installing new signs 
or replacing existing signs. 
 
Please contact the Local Policy Unit at dot.LocalPolicy@illinois.gov with any 
questions about this issue. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Darrell W. Lewis, P. E. 
Acting Engineer of Local Roads and Streets 
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