
 
 

 
October 24, 2014  
 
 
 
CIRCULAR LETTER 2014-20 
 
TRINITY HIGHWAY PRODUCTS, LLC ET-PLUS GUARDRAIL END TREATMENT 
           
COUNTY ENGINEERS/SUPERINTENDENT OF HIGHWAYS   
MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS/DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC WORKS/MAYORS 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
 
In a letter dated October 21, 2014, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requested Trinity Highway Products, LLC to provide a crash testing plan and 
additional information for the ET-Plus guardrail end treatment.  This request is a 
result of the October 20, 2014 court decision of the United States of America, ex rel. 
Joshua Harmon v. Trinity Industries, Inc. (No. 2-12-cv-0089-JRG) in which the jury 
verdict determined Trinity Industries, Inc. made a false or fraudulent claim to the 
FHWA in 2005. 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation affirms the actions and time constraints 
prescribed in the attached letter from the FHWA.  The Department has determined 
effective October 23, 2014 we will suspend the ET-Plus guardrail end treatment 
from the Approved List of Traffic Barrier Terminal, Type 1 Special and will not allow 
selection or installation of the ET-Plus guardrail end treatment on active or future 
construction projects.   
 
The referenced decision by the Department will apply to all local agency projects 
utilizing federal or state funding that were, or will be, included on a State or Local 
letting.      
 
Please contact Mr. Thomas Winkelman, Acting Local Program Development 
Engineer at (217) 782 – 0675 or Tom.Winkelman@illinois.gov with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
James K. Klein, P.E., S.E. 
Acting Engineer of Local Roads and Streets 
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