TLLINOIS NATURAL
HISTORY SURVEY

MEMORANDUM

TO: Matt Sunder]and
Illinois Department of Transportation
Bureau of Design and Environment, Room 330
2300 S. Dirksen Parkway, Springfield IL 62764

]
o i
FROM: Dr. David A. Enstrom, Ornithologist
Tllinois Natural History Survey, Center for Biodiversity
172 Natural Resources Building

607 E. Peabody Drive, Champaign IL. 61820
DATE: August 9, 2006

SUBJECT: IDOT North Chicagoe Wetland Mitigation Site

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) requested avian censuses of
their North Chz"cago Wetland Mitigation Site, located west of US 41 and south of IL 137
(Figure 1).

I conducted point counts at a total of 12 census points on June 22 and July 1, 2006
(Table 1, Figure 1). I used a modified point-count / playback protocol designed to
improve detection of secretive wetland bird species (Ralph et al. 1995, Conway 2005).
At each point I listened in silence for five min. noting all individuals I detected. 1 then
played the calls of seven secretive wetland bird species (Black Rail, Virginia Rail, King
Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen, Least Bittern, Pied-Billed Grebe) in succession and
listened for responses. The call of each species was played for 30 sec. with a 30 sec.
period of silence between species calls. All of these species are considered “primary
species of concern” because of continued wetland loss throughout the U.S. (Conway
2005). The Black Rail is also cnsidered a species of “Primary Conservation Concern” by

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (2002). The King Rail and Black Rail are listed as
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Illinois Endangered, and the Least Bittern and Common Moorhen are listed as Illinois
Threatened (IL Endangered Species Protection Board 2005).

I paid special attention to the area around point 11 (Figure 1) where Dr. A.
Plocher of the Illinois Natural History Survey reported seeing an Jllinois Endangered
Black Rail during a visit to the site in the spring of this year. I played Rail calls (Black
Rail, King Rail, Sora and Virginia Rail) at two additional points (11-a and 11-b, Table 1,
Figure 1) near census point 11. Talso carefully walked the area looking for Rails and

Rail nests.

Results

Census results for each census point are presented in Table 3. During my
breeding season survey I encountered 502 individual birds of 58 species representing 30
families. A species list with the status of each species is presented in Table 2. One
Illinois Threatened species was encountered during my survey, a Common Moorhen near
census point 2 (Table 3; Figure 1). This individual was an adult an\'d Was seen on June 22,
suggesting the species bred at the site. The only rail species I encountered was the
Virginia Rail. Two Virginia Rails were seen near point 11 on both of my visits and one,
a male, responded to my call playbacks on both occasions. I searched but did not find a

nest; still T am confident the pair bred at the site.
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Table 1. Census point locations.

UTM
Census Point Easting Northing
1 427238.11 463422731
2 427354.78 4684151.60
3 42725052 4684056.03
4 427365.95 4683876.06
5 427215.77 4683704.77
6 427368.44 4683679.95
7 427290.24 468350432
8 427334.92 4683297.04
5 42712020 4683309.45
10 42740443 468308480
11 427137.37 463050.67
11-a 42715371 4633010.95
11-b 427156.19 4683096.59
12 42728528 4682879.33
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