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US.Department
of Transportation

Federal Highway
Administration March 26, 2019

lllinois Division

Ms. Tracinda Sisk

Bureau of Programming

[llinois Department of Transportation
2300 South Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, IL 62764

Subject: Statewide Transportation Improvement Program Amendment —

Union and Pulaski Counties, Illinois

Dear Ms. Sisk:

3250 Executive Park Dr.
Springfield, IL 62703
(217) 492-4640
www.fhwa.dot.gov/ildiv

In Reply Refer To:
HPL-IL

We approve the amendment to the FY 2018-2021 Statewide Transportation Improvement
Program (STIP) as submitted with your letter dated March 18, 2019 for a state program project

in Union and Pulaski Counties, Illinois.

Based on the Federal Highway Administration, Illinois Division’s ongoing Federal oversight of
the planning activities in Illinois, we find that the transportation planning process substantially
meets the planning requirements described in 23 CFR 450. We can now consider project

authorization requests related to this STIP amendment.

Sincerely,

tevenson

/ D.
Planning, Environment
and ROW Team Leader

Enclosure

ecc: Mr. Paul Loete, Director of Office of Highways and Project Implementation, IDOT



lllinois Department of Transportation

Office of Planning and Programming
2300 South Dirksen Parkway / Springfield, lllinois / 62764

March 18, 2019

Ms. Arlene Kocher

Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
3250 Executive Park Drive
Springfield, lllinois 62703

Dear Ms. Kocher:

Enclosed for your approval and use in accordance with paragraph

23 CFR 450.220 is a copy of an amendment to the Amended FY 2018-2021
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) for lllinois. The
Department of Transportation (IDOT) is authorizing this amendment to the
STIP.

The project listed in this amendment is for a state program project that is not in
a Metropolitan Planning Organization area. This project was placed in a local
newspaper for a 15-day comment period. Three comments were received.
Therefore, the public involvement requirements are met.

IDOT considers the estimate of costs included in the STIP to be realistic.
IDOT concurs with the fiscal consistency analysis included in the STIP. The
total cost of the STIP remains consistent with the amount of funds expected to
be available to this area during the STIP time period. IDOT, on behalf of the
Governor of lllinois, concurs with the project listed in this STIP.

Sincerely,

Cae

Traci Sick
Bureau Chief
Bureau of Programming

Enclosure



HO1VIN
ALVLS LOIMLS3y
WOd NOI93Y vLTad

£9'E = SN IHSVINd
00v0B6Z0066¢  000'c00'L$ ONIOV-HNSIY NITIN 4O N I §°0 OL VIODNOJ NOINN 9€62 SV
#dILS 3}S00 7)E3 w.avu._wEm\’O._QE_ uonesont h a::co 103038/81N0Y

6 19LSIQ



Comment 1

Per published add, | would like to express my concerns about proposed highway planned project in
Union/Pulaski counties. | feel that the southern end of 51, between Pulaski and Mounds is much worse
and should be put ahead of proposed, hetween Dongola and Ullin. It is very hard and expensive on grain
trucks, semis, and equipment. | believe the northern section has been repaired since the southern
section. | strongly urge you to start between Pulaski and Mounds.

Response 1

Thank you for your comments. The segment of Oid US 51 from Dongola to 0.5 mile south of Ullin that is
funded in FY 2019 for $1.8 million is scheduled to be resurfaced this summer. At this time, due to-
funding constraints, there are no plans to resurface the portion of Old US 51 from Pulaski southerly to
Mounds. The traffic counts, including the heavy commercial vehicle percentages, are higher on the
funded portion from Dongola to Ullin compared to the segment from Pulaski to Mounds. IDOT's District
9 office, which is responsible for administering this area, will continue to monitor the condition of this
southerly portion of Old US 51 and as funding and priorities allow, it will be added to the multi-year
program. In the meantime, the Department’s local maintenance forces will monitor and maintain this
section of roadway as needed. '

IDOT’s existing transportation needs far ekceed the available funding resources. Asa result, IDOT is
transitioning to a Transportation Asset Management Plan (TAMP) which is a new federally-mandated
approach to operating, maintaining and improving the state’s network of highways and bridges. This
strategy will transition from the “worst-first” approach to one that is focused on preservation and long
term strategies for proper maintenance to ensure a longer life for pavements and bridges. As part of
the TAMP, the focus is on preserving routes designated as part of the National Highway System {NHS)
which typically have larger traffic volumes.



Comment 2
| saw a resent post on Facebook about Union Co. / Pulaski Co. highway 51 project.

| agree that area does need some major repairs, but highway 51 south of Ullin is also in bad need of
repair. Also, the I-57 overpass at exit 18 has been patched, but [ think I could have done a better job
with a bucket of play dough, it needs to be resurfaced not patched. State highway 37 south of Olmsted
has speed bumps across it that will jar your teeth out. Somewhere ground down last summer but are
still jarring, and others where never toughed.

I hope that you can at some time inspect and address these issues

Response 2

Thank you for your inquiry. The segment of Old US 51 frem Daongola to 0.5 mile south of Ullin is funded
in FY 2019 for $1.8 million and is scheduled to be resurfaced this summer. At this time, there are no
plans to resurface the portion of Old US 51 from Ullin southerly to Mounds. IDOT’s District 9 office,
which is responsible for administering this area, will continue to monitor the condition of this road and
as funding and priorities allow, it will be added to the multi-year highway program. In the meantime,
the Department’s local maintenance forces will monitor and maintain this section of roadway as
needed.

The Interstate 57 patching project on the overpass at exit 18 was done as an emergency project. There
are no plans at this time to resurface this roadway. In addition, there are no plans to resurface lllinois
37 south of Olmsted. Again, as funding and priorities would allow, then these projects would be
considered for inclusion in the multi-year program.

IDOT’s existing transpartation needs far exceed the available funding resources. As a result, IDOT is
transitioning to a Transportation Asset Management Plan (TAMP) which is a new federally-mandated

~ approach to operating, maintaining and improving the state’s network of highways and bridges. This
strategy will transition from the “worst-first” approach to one that is focused on preservation and long
term strategies for proper maintenance to ensure a longer life for pavements and bridges. As part of
the TAMP, the focus is on preserving routes designated as part of the National Highway System (NHS}
which typically have larger traffic volumes.



Comment 3

Ilive in Pulaski County and Drive for a transportation Company using 24 passenger buses taking people
to and from Cairo to Carbondale on a daily basis for medical appointments, work, and just everyday
shopping needs. Highway 51 from mounds to Donggla is horrible the whole length of it needs to be
resurfaced and widened. It is very unsafe to drive on when the edge of the road has dips and holes in it
that pull you off of the roadway.

Even in a personal vehicle it is very dangerous.

We would greatly appreciate if it could be repaired for safety reasons.

Response 3

Thank you for your inquiry. The segment of Old US 51 from Dongola to 0.5 mile south of Ullin is funded
in FY 2019 for $1.8 million and is scheduled to be resurfaced this summer. At this time, there are no
plans to resurface the portion of Old US 51 from Ullin southerly to Mounds. IDOT’s District 9 office,
which is responsible for administering this area, will continue to monitor the condition of this road and
as funding and priorities allow, it will be added to the multi-year program. In the meantime, the
Department’s local maintenance forces will monitor and maintain this section of roadway as needed.

IDOT’s existing transportation needs far exceed the available funding resources. As a result, IDOT is
transitioning to a Transportation Asset Management Plan (TAMP} which is a new federally-mandated
approach to operating, maintaining and improving the state’s network of highways and bridges. This
strategy will transition from the “worst-first” approach to one that is focused on preservation and long
term strategies for proper maintenance to ensure a longer life for pavements and bridges. As part of
the TAMP, the focus is on preserving routes designated as part of the National Highway System (NHS)
which typically have larger traffic volumes.
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Alexander County Sheriff

Traffic and Arrest Reporiy for Febstacy
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