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3.4 Segment 4: IL Route 72/Higgins Road/Touhy Avenue - Arlington Heights
Road to I-294

3.4.1 Location

Segment 4 extends along IL Route 72/Higgins Road from Arlington Heights Road to Elmhurst Road,
then along IL Route 72/Touhy Avenue from Elmhurst Road to Lee Street and finally along Touhy
Avenue from Lee Street to I-294.  This segment is approximately 7.4 miles in length (see Figure 3.1).
It is located in Elk Grove Village, Des Plaines, Rosemont, Park Ridge, Niles and Skokie.

3.4.2 Existing Facility Characteristics

Existing facility characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits A-15 through A-22.

Right-of-Way -  The existing right-of-way in this segment varies from 100 to 155 feet in width.

Roadway Characteristics - Throughout most of this segment the existing cross section consists of
two 11 to 12 foot through lanes in each direction although between Elmhurst Road and Wolf Road
there are three through lanes in each direction.  The median type and width varies throughout.  The
entire segment has curb and gutter and an enclosed drainage system.

Traffic Volumes - Based on various sources, including the Illinois Department of Transportation
Traffic Maps, the existing average annual daily traffic for this segment varies between 20,100 and
57,700 vehicles per day.

Accidents -  There are seven high accident locations in this segment: Arlington Heights Road, Busse
Road/IL Route 83, Landmeier Road, the Union Pacific Railroad crossing east of Mount Prospect
Road, Mount Prospect Road, U.S. Route 12/45 (Mannheim Road), and Des Plaines River Road.

Parking, Sidewalks and Frontage Roads -  There are no on-street parking spaces on this segment.
There are intermittent sections of sidewalks.  Immediately east of Arlington Heights Road, for a
distance of about 1,200 feet, there is a frontage road along the south side of  IL Route 72/Higgins
Road.

Traffic Control/Intersection Configuration - There are fifteen existing signalized intersections
along this segment: Arlington Heights Road, Stanley Street/King Street, Lively Boulevard, Higgins
Road/Oakton Street (west), Higgins Road/Oakton Street/IL Route 83 (Busse Road), Higgins
Road/Oakton Street (east), Landmeier Road, Elmhurst Road, Mount Prospect Road, Wolf Road,
Touhy Avenue/IL Route 72, Touhy Avenue/Lee Street, U.S. Route 12/45 (Mannheim Road), Maple
Street, and Des Plaines River Road.  The existing lane configurations for each of these intersections
are shown on Exhibits A-15 through A-22.
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Structures -  There are three existing structures in this segment as indicated in Table 3.4.1.

Table 3.4.1
 Existing Structures

IDOT
Structure
Number

Facility
Carried

Feature
Crossed

Width Length Horizontal
Clearance
on SRA 

Vertical
Clearance
on SRA 

016-0974 IL 72 Willow
Creek

116' 32' 50' NA

016-9874 I-90 (EB) IL 72 61' 429' 62' 14'11"

016-9980 I-90 (WB) IL 72 61' 429' 62' 14'11"

Transit - Fixed route bus service is provided by six separate routes as follows:
Pace 616 - Intersects IL Route 72 at Arlington Heights Road (Service between Itasca

METRA Station and CTA River Road Station).
Pace 757 - IL Route 72 between King Street and Busse Road/IL Route 83 (Service

between Des Plaines METRA Station and Northwest Transportation
Center.)

Pace 223 - Higgins Road between Busse Road and Elmhurst Road then Touhy
Avenue between Higgins Road and Lee Street (Service between CTA
River Road Station and Elk Grove Village Industrial Park.)

Pace 221 - Touhy Avenue between Wolf Road and Des Plaines River Road (Service
between METRA Cumberland Station and CTA River Road Station.)

Pace 220 - Touhy Avenue between Lee Street and Mannheim Road  (Service
between Glenview METRA Station, Des Plaines METRA Station and
O’Hare International Airport.)

Pace 230 - Intersects Touhy Avenue at Maple Street (Service between Des Plaines
METRA Station and CTA River Road Station.)

No commuter rail service is in close proximity to this segment of the corridor.

3.4.3 Existing Environmental Characteristics 

The existing environmental characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-15 through B-
22. 

Lakes/Streams/Wetlands/Floodplains - IL Route 72/Higgins Road crosses a creek between
Commerce Street and Nicholas Boulevard.  There is a wetland north of the intersection with
Nicholas Boulevard.  A wetland adjoins the north side of the right-of-way between Elmhurst Road
and the westernmost Union Pacific Railroad crossing.  Higgins Creek and its floodplain pass beneath
the roadway at the same Union Pacific Railroad crossing.  A wetland surrounds the creek north of
IL Route 72.  The road also crosses a floodplain between Mount Prospect Road and the easternmost
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Union Pacific Railroad crossing.  The area bounded by IL Route 72/Touhy Avenue and I-90 includes
floodplain.  Lake Opeka lies north of the Touhy Avenue between Eastview Drive and Lee Street.
There are wetlands northeast and southeast of the intersection of Touhy Avenue and Maple Street.

Structures with Historical Significance - There are no structures of historical significance within
Segment 4 according to the Illinois Inventory of Historic Landmarks. 

Hazardous Waste/LUST Sites - The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency has identified ten
leaking underground storage tank (LUST) sites and one hazardous waste site within Segment 4.  One
LUST site is located at the southeast corner of  IL Route 72/Higgins Road and Arlington Heights
Road.  Another lies north of the intersection with Crossen Avenue.  Two LUST sites are located on
the south side of  IL Route 72/Higgins Road between Nicholas Boulevard and Landmeier Road.
There is a LUST site located in the southwest quadrant of the Higgins Road/Touhy Avenue/Elmhurst
Road intersection.  A hazardous waste site and a LUST are located on the same property between
the easternmost Union Pacific Railroad crossing and Wolf Road.  Another LUST site is at the
northwest quadrant of the Touhy Avenue intersection with Wolf Road.  On the south side of Touhy
Avenue there is a LUST site between Lee Street and Barry Avenue.  There is also a LUST site on
the north side of Touhy Avenue between U.S. Route 45 (Mannheim Road) and Dale Street.  The
final LUST site for Segment 4 is located on the northeast corner of Touhy Avenue and Hickory
Street. 

Threatened or Endangered Species - There are no threatened or endangered species known to exist
along this segment of the corridor according to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

Prime Farmland  - There is no designated prime farmland along this segment according to the
Natural Resources Conservation Services.

3.4.4 Existing Land Use Characteristics 

The existing land use characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-15 through B-22.

Type and Intensity of Development - Segment 4 has a variety of land uses between Arlington
Heights Road and Lively Boulevard.  The uses include residential, commercial, office, industrial and
forest preserve.  Between Lively Boulevard and I-90 the mix of uses includes commercial, office,
industrial, extractive industries and scattered vacant parcels.  There is a Chicago Police Canine
Training Facility located on the north side of Touhy Avenue west of Mount Prospect Road.  From
I-90 to I-294 the land use to the south of Touhy Avenue is predominantly residential with a mix of
office and commercial.  The land use to the north of Touhy Avenue is a similar mix but it is
predominantly commercial.  Iroquois Trail High School is located on the northeast corner of Touhy
Avenue and Maple Street.  Immanuel Community Baptist Church is located on the southwest corner
of Touhy Avenue and Cedar Street. 

Planned Development - No specific plans for redevelopment have been identified within this
segment.
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3.4.5 Recommended SRA Improvements

The recommended plan for this segment is shown on Exhibits C-15 through C-22.

Roadway - The recommended cross section between Arlington Heights Road and Busse
Road/Oakton Street consists of three 12-foot through lanes in each direction with an 18-foot barrier
median.  Curb and gutter, concrete sidewalks and an enclosed drainage system will be provided.  The
existing frontage road along the south side of  Higgins Road will be maintained.   The proposed
typical sections (Section E-E and F-F) are shown on Exhibits C-15 and C-16.

On Higgins Road from Busse Road to Elmhurst Road and on Touhy Avenue from Elmhurst Road
to Wolf Road, the recommended cross section consists of three 12-foot through lanes in each
direction with a 16-foot mountable median, curb and gutter and an enclosed drainage system.   The
same cross section is also proposed between Wolf  Road and Lee Street/IL Route 72 except that the
median will be an 18-foot barrier median.  The proposed typical sections (Sections G-G and H-H)
are shown on Exhibits C-17 through C-20.

The recommended cross section on Touhy Avenue between Lee Street/IL Route 72 and I-294
consists of three 11-foot through lanes in each direction with an 18-foot barrier median, curb and
gutter, concrete sidewalks and an enclosed drainage system.  The third lane in each direction would
begin/end at Des Plaines River Road.  The proposed typical section (Section I-I) is shown on Exhibit
C-21 and Exhibit C-22.

Traffic Control/Intersection Configuration - The seven existing traffic signals listed under
existing conditions will be maintained.  For the most part, only minor modifications to the existing
intersection configuration is recommended, except for the additional through lane in each direction.
At the Higgins Road/Busse Road/Oakton Street intersection, a major reconfiguration is
recommended.  While an at-grade improvement at this location will provide improved traffic
operation for the short term, a major improvement is required to address the capacity deficiencies
at this location.  Appendix A contains a technical memorandum prepared for the conceptual
improvement plan.  An intersection detail for this improvement has been included as Exhibit D-1.
The recommendation provides for a grade separation of Higgins Road over Busse Road north of the
existing Higgins Road/Busse Road/Oakton Street intersection.  Higgins Road returns to existing
grade at a signalized intersection with Oakton Street east of Busse Road.

Access Management - Access to adjacent properties will be maintained for most of this segment.
Several cross streets and any existing driveways onto Higgins Road between Arlington Heights Road
and Oakton Street will be restricted to right-in, right-out.  The driveways for properties located
between I-90 and I-294 will be restricted to right-in, right-out as will several of the cross streets.  The
width of all existing and future driveways should conform to the IDOT Policy on Permits for Access
Driveways to State Highways.

Structures - The three existing structures in this segment will require modification as shown in
Table 3.4.2.  
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Table 3.4.2
 Structure Modifications 

IDOT
Structure
Number

Facility
Carried

Feature
Crossed

Existing
Width 

Recommendation

016-0974 IL 72 Willow
Creek

50' Widen for additional through
lanes.

016-9874 I-90 (EB) IL 72 62' Replace/modify opening.

016-9980 I-90 (WB) IL 72 62' Replace/modify opening.

Transit - It is recommended that future bus stop locations with turnouts be considered at the far side
of all intersecting arterials and at major traffic generators such as schools, shopping centers and
major employment centers.  Signal preemption should be provided throughout the segment.
Restricted use bus lanes should be considered at the Touhy Avenue/Des Plaines River Road
intersection.  Park-and-pool lots should also be considered at all major traffic generators and at the
I-294 interchange.

3.4.6 Right-of-Way Requirements

Between Wildwood Road and Higgins Road/Oakton Street, 5 feet of additional right-of-way will be
required from the north side and 15 feet from the south side.  Between Busse Road and Wolf Road,
15 feet will be required on the north side and 5 feet on the south.  Ten feet of acquisition will be
required on each side from Wolf Road to Lee Street/IL Route 72, then east of Lee Street 5 feet will
be required from each side.

3.4.7 Environmental Considerations

The LUST site identified on the east side of Arlington Heights Road within Segment 4 would not
be impacted since there will not be right-of-way acquisition at this location. Widening will result in
the taking of some mature trees on the south side of  IL Route 72/Higgins Road between Stanley
Street and Lively Boulevard.  The stream crossing between Commerce Street and Nicholas
Boulevard will be affected by the 10 foot right-of-way acquisition.  There is a steep grade for about
1,300 feet along the north side of  IL Route 72/Higgins Road east of Nicholas Boulevard which may
require a retaining wall to accommodate the proposed road widening.  A LUST site on the south side
of  IL Route 72 approximately 1,300 feet east of Nicholas Boulevard may be affected by the
widening.  Near the same location there are mature trees that will be within 5 feet of the right-of-way
after the proposed acquisition.  The LUST site on the southwest corner of  IL Route 72 and
Landmeier Road may be affected by the proposed road widening.  A wetland abutting the north side
of  IL Route 72/Touhy Avenue east of Elmhurst Road will be impacted by the proposed 5-foot right-
of-way acquisition.  Proposed widening in the vicinity of Willow Creek will impact wetland and
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floodplain.  The additional right-of-way proposed for the south side of Touhy Avenue between Lee
Street and Barry Avenue may affect a LUST site.  The same possibility exists on the northeast corner
of Touhy Avenue and U.S. Route 12/45 (Mannheim Road).  Road widening on the south side
between Maple Street and Scott Street will impact a substantial wetland.  There is also a LUST site
on the northeast corner of Hickory Street and Touhy Avenue which may be affected by the proposed
5-foot acquisition of right-of-way. 

3.4.8 Land Use Considerations

Recommended roadway improvements within Segment 4 would require 5 to 20 feet of right-of-way
acquisition on both sides of the roadway along the entire length of this segment.  This acquisition
will impact a residence that is within the taking area between Martin Drive and Joey Lane on the
south side of  IL Route 72.  However, that residence is within the Busse Farm property which likely
will be sold and redeveloped in the future.  The acquisition will also reduce parking and take the
entire parkway on the north side east of Oakton Street; displace the drainage culvert on the south side
east of Commerce Street; impact commercial parking and access to several businesses on the south
side in the vicinity of  Nicholas Boulevard; and generally reduce the front yards of commercial,
office and residential uses from Elmhurst Road east.  The location of access and setbacks associated
with future development should be coordinated with SRA improvements. 

3.4.9 Construction/Right-of-Way Cost Estimates

The cost estimate for Segment 1 is shown in Table 3.4.3.  This construction cost estimate is based
on 1991 unit prices.

Table 3.4.3
Construction Cost Estimate 

Segment 4 - Arlington Heights Road to I-294
Recommended Improvements Estimated Cost

Roadway $8,880,000

Intersection Improvements* 700,000

Structure Modifications* 3,142,000

Transit Improvements 0

Right-of-Way Acquisition 1,723,000

Total - Recommended Improvements $14,445,000
* Does not include improvements at the Higgins/Busse/Oakton intersection complex.

Note: This construction cost estimate is based on 1991 unit prices.



IL Route 72/Higgins Rd./Touhy Ave.

Final Report III - 24 

3.4.10 Short Term/Low Cost Improvements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy and are either low cost or should be
implemented prior to construction of the overall SRA improvement are recommended for short term
(1-5 years) implementation.  Within Segment 4, these improvements include consolidating
driveways to conform to current IDOT access standards as parcels develop. 

3.4.11 Ultimate (Post 2020) Improvements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy for suburban routes but are considered best
implemented beyond the SRA planning horizon are recommended for Post 2020 consideration.
There are no ultimate (post 2020) improvements recommended in this segment. 

3.4.12 Crossing SRA Routes

The recommended plan for both the IL Route 83 and U.S. Route 12/45 SRA Corridors calls for three
through lanes in each direction.
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EXISTING FACILITY CHARACTERISTICS

Exhibits A-16 through A-22
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LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Exhibits B-16 through B-22
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RECOMMENDED PLAN

Exhibits C-16 through C-22
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INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Exhibits D-1
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3.5 Segment 5: Touhy Avenue - I-294 to Harlem Avenue

3.5.1 Location

Segment 5 extends along Touhy Avenue from I-294 to Harlem Avenue (see Figure 3.1).  The
segment is approximately 3.2 miles in length and is located in Park Ridge.

3.5.2 Existing Facility Characteristics

Existing facility characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits A-22 through A-25.

Right-of-Way -  The right-of-way in this segment varies from 66 to 100 feet in width.

Roadway Characteristics -  The existing pavement width between I-294 and Talcott Road  consists
of two 12-foot lanes in each direction separated by a 4-foot barrier median.  Between Talcott Road
and Harlem Avenue, the pavement consists of two 10-foot lanes in each direction.  There is curb and
gutter and an enclosed drainage system throughout this segment.

Traffic Volumes -  Based on various sources, including the Illinois Department of Transportation
Traffic Maps, the existing average annual daily traffic for this segment varies between 22,600 and
28,800 vehicles per day.

Accidents - The only high accident location is at the Touhy Avenue/Northwest Highway
intersection.

Parking, Sidewalks and Frontage Roads -  There are existing on-street parking spaces throughout
most of this segment with peak hour parking prohibitions.  There also is existing sidewalk
throughout most of the segment.  There are no frontage roads.

Traffic Control/Intersection Configuration -  There are ten signalized intersections in this
segment.  These are located at the intersections of Touhy Avenue with Talcott Road, Dee Road,
Western Avenue, Greenwood Avenue, Cumberland Avenue, Busse Highway, Northwest Highway,
Washington Avenue, Overhill Avenue, and Osceola Avenue.  The existing lane configuration for
each of these intersections are shown on Exhibits A-22 through A-25.

Structures - There are three existing structures in this segment as indicated in Table 3.5.1.
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Table 3.5.1
 Existing Structures

IDOT
Structure
Number

Facility
Carried

Feature
Crossed

Width Length Horizontal
Clearance
on SRA 

Vertical
Clearance
on SRA  

016-9770 I-294 (SB) Touhy
Avenue

61' 61' 48.5' 16'05"

016-9769 I-294 (NB) Touhy
Avenue

84' 100' 55.4' 16'05"

016-0829 Touhy
Avenue

Des
Plaines
River

64' 270' 62' NA

016-0830 Union
Pacific RR

Touhy
Avenue

45' 100' 46' 14'02"

Transit - Fixed route bus service is provided by five separate routes as follows:
Pace 240 - Intersects Touhy Avenue at Dee Road (Service between CTA

Cumberland Station and Dee Road METRA Station).
Pace 209 - Intersects Touhy Avenue at Busse Highway (Service between CTA

Harlem Station, Park Ridge and Des Plaines METRA Stations and
Woodfield Mall).

Pace 241 - Touhy Avenue between Dee Road and Prospect Avenue (Service between
CTA Cumberland Station, Park Ridge METRA Station and Golf Mill
Shopping Center).

CTA 68 - Intersects Touhy Avenue at Northwest Highway (Service between
Touhy/Northwest Highway intersection and Jefferson Park).

Pace 290 - Touhy Avenue between Busse Highway and Kostner Avenue  (Service
between CTA Cumberland Station and CTA Howard Station).

The METRA North Central Line crosses Touhy Avenue with a station in close proximity to Touhy
Avenue at O’Hare International Airport.  The METRA Union Pacific/Northwest Line also crosses
Touhy Avenue with a station located in Park Ridge at the Touhy Avenue/Busse Highway
intersection.

3.5.3 Existing Environmental Characteristics 

The existing environmental characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-22 through B-
25. 
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Lakes/Streams/Wetlands/Floodplains - There are substantial wetland and floodplain areas within
the Iroquois Woods Forest Preserve north and south of Touhy Avenue between Des Plaines River
Road and Rose Avenue.  Touhy Avenue crosses the Des Plaines River between I-294 and Talcott
Road.  There is also a wetland south of Touhy Avenue between Odell Avenue and IL Route 43
(Harlem Avenue). 

Structures with Historical Significance - There are no sites of documented historical significance
located along this segment.

Hazardous Waste/LUST Sites - Six LUST sites are documented by the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency along Segment 5.  One site is located south of Touhy Avenue between Seminary
Avenue and Western Avenue.  Another is located on the northeast corner of Touhy Avenue and
Delphia Avenue.  The northeast corner of Touhy Avenue and Grace Avenue has a LUST site.  There
is also a LUST site within the area bounded by Touhy Avenue, Cumberland Avenue and Busse
Highway.  Another is located within the area bounded by Touhy Avenue, Cumberland Avenue and
Third Street.  There is a LUST site on the northeast corner of Touhy Avenue and Ottawa Avenue.
The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency has not documented any hazardous waste sites within
Segment 5.

Threatened or Endangered Species - There are no threatened or endangered species known to exist
along this segment of the corridor according to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

Prime Farmland - There is no designated prime farmland along this segment according to the
Natural Resources Conservation Services.

3.5.4 Existing Land Use Characteristics 

Existing land use characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-22 through B-25.

Type and Intensity of Development - The land uses along Segment 5 comprise four distinct
sections.  Between I-294 and Dee Road is forest preserve (Iroquois Woods and John Traeger Forest
Preserve) with residential development on the eastern fringe.  From Dee Road to Main Street is
primarily residential.  The Town of Maine Cemetery is located on the southeast corner of Touhy
Avenue and Dee Road.  Centennial Park is located on the south side of Touhy Avenue between
Seminary Avenue and Western Avenue.  From Main Street to Wisner Street, Touhy Avenue passes
through downtown Park Ridge and commercial uses are prevalent.  United Methodist Church and
First Church of Christ are located on the north side of Touhy Avenue between Prospect Avenue and
Washington Avenue.  Residential uses dominate from Wisner Street to Illinois Route 43 (Harlem
Avenue), with commercial and office uses near the Harlem Avenue intersection.   St. Juliana
Convent, School and Church are located on the north side of Touhy Avenue between Olcott Avenue
and Odell Avenue. 

Planned Development - No specific plans for redevelopment have been identified within this
segment.
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3.5.5 Recommended SRA Improvements

The recommended plan for this segment is shown in Exhibits C-22 through C-25.

Roadway - The recommended roadway cross section between I-294 and Talcott Road provides two
11-foot through lanes in each direction separated by an 11-foot painted median.  Curb and gutter and
an enclosed drainage system will be provided.  Between Talcott Road and Harlem Avenue, the
recommended cross section provides two 11-foot through lanes in each direction with 10-foot
painted left turn lanes at select intersections. The proposed typical sections (Section J-J and K-K)
for this area are shown on Exhibits C-22 through C-25. 

Traffic Control/Intersection Configuration -  It is proposed to maintain all fifteen of the existing
traffic signals.  Separate left turn lanes will be provided on the cross streets where they do not
presently exist at these intersections. 

Access Management - Access at minor side streets will either be closed through construction of cul-
de-sacs or restricted to right-in/right-out.   The width of all existing and future driveways should also
conform to the IDOT Policy on Permits for Access Driveways to State Highways. 

Structures - Only the existing structure over the Des Plaines River in this segment will require
modification as follows:

Table 3.5.2
 Structure Modifications 

IDOT
Structure
Number

Facility
Carried

Feature
Crossed

Existing
Width 

Recommendation

016-0829 Touhy
Avenue

Des Plaines
River

64' Widen to accommodate
recommended cross section.

016-0830 Union Pacific
RR

Touhy
Avenue

45' Provide wider opening in future
if RR reconstructs bridge.

Transit - It is recommended that future bus stop locations with turnouts be considered at the far side
of all intersecting arterials and at major traffic generators such as schools, shopping centers and
major employment centers.  A pedestrian tunnel should be provided at the Park Ridge Station.
Signal preemption should be provided throughout the segment.  Park-and-pool lots should be
considered at major traffic generators.  
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3.5.6 Right-of-Way Requirements

No additional right-of-way will be required for the recommended improvements.   Minor right-of-
way acquisitions may be necessary for intersection improvements and temporary grading easements
may be required.

3.5.7 Environmental Considerations

No impacts will result to wetland systems, threatened and endangered species, historic structures,
or prime farmland located within Segment 5 since right-of-way acquisition is not recommended. 

3.5.8 Land Use Considerations

No additional right-of-way is required for roadway improvements in Segment 5 but land acquisition
will be necessary to construct the proposed cul-de-sacs along Touhy Avenue within the City of Park
Ridge.  The recommendations call for the elimination of on-street parking, the closure or restriction
of minor side streets, and the consolidation of driveways.  These changes will have a dramatic impact
on local traffic patterns and will restrict local access to downtown Park Ridge.  These proposed
changes should be coordinated with the City of Park Ridge.

3.5.9 Construction/Right-of-Way Cost Estimates

The cost estimate for Segment 5 is shown in Table 3.5.3.  This construction cost estimate is based
on 1991 unit prices.

Table 3.5.3
Construction Cost Estimate 

Segment 5 - I-294 to Harlem Avenue

Recommended Improvements Estimated Cost

Roadway $1,255,000

Intersection Improvements 2,100,000

Structure Modifications 540,000

Transit Improvements 300,000

Right-of-Way Acquisition 0

Total - Recommended Improvements $4,195,000

Note:  This construction cost estimate is based on 1991 unit prices.
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3.5.10 Short Term/Low Cost Improvements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy and are either low cost or should be
implemented prior to construction of the overall SRA improvement are recommended for short term
(1-5 years) implementation.  Within Segment 5, these improvements include consolidating
driveways to conform to current IDOT access standards as parcels develop. 

3.5.11 Ultimate (Post 2020) Improvements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy for suburban routes but are considered best
implemented beyond the SRA planning horizon are recommended for post 2020 consideration.
There are no ultimate (post 2020) improvements recommended in this segment. 

3.5.12 Crossing SRA Routes

The only crossing SRA route for this segment is IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue).   The recommended
plan for calls for two through lanes in each direction.
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3.6 Segment 6: Touhy Avenue - Harlem Avenue to Lehigh Avenue

3.6.1 Location

Segment 6 extends along Touhy Avenue from Harlem Avenue to Lehigh Avenue (see Figure 3.1).
The segment is approximately 1.6 miles in length and is located in Niles.

3.6.2 Existing Facility Characteristics

Existing facility characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits A-25 and A-26.

Right-of-Way -  The existing right-of-way in this segment varies between 60 and 100 feet in width.

Roadway Characteristics -  The existing cross section in this segment varies.  There are two 10-
foot through lanes in each direction between Harlem Avenue and Caldwell Avenue.  From Caldwell
Avenue to Lehigh Avenue, the cross section consists of two 11-foot through lanes in each direction
with an 11-foot painted center median/left turn lane.  Curb and gutter, concrete sidewalks and an
enclosed drainage system exist throughout this segment.  Existing typical sections for this segment
are included on Exhibits A-25 and A-26.

Traffic Volumes -  Based on various sources, including the Illinois Department of Transportation
Traffic Maps, the existing average annual daily traffic for this segment varies from 24,700 to 31,200
vehicles per day.

Accidents -  There are no high accident locations in this segment.

Parking, Sidewalks and Frontage Roads -  There are no on-street parking spaces or frontage roads
on this segment.  There are existing sidewalks along both sides of the street.

Traffic Control/Intersection Configuration -  There are eight signalized intersections in this
segment.  They are located at Harlem Avenue, Milwaukee Avenue (IL Route 21), Riverside Drive,
Harts Road, Caldwell Avenue (U.S. Route 14), Mobile Avenue, Melvina Avenue and Meade
Avenue.  Existing lane configurations for these intersections are shown on Exhibits A-25 and A-26.

Structures -  There is one existing structures in this segment as indicated in Table 3.6.1.

Transit -  Fixed route bus service is provided by six separate routes as follows:
Pace 290 - Touhy Avenue between Busse Highway and Kostner Avenue  (Service

between CTA Cumberland Station and CTA Howard Station).
CTA 90N - Intersects Touhy Avenue at Harlem Avenue (Service between

Touhy/Harlem intersection to CTA Harlem Station).
Pace 228 - Intersects Touhy Avenue at Harlem Avenue (Service between CTA

Harlem Station and Glenview METRA Station).
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Pace 270 - Intersects Touhy Avenue at Milwaukee Avenue (Service between
Jefferson Park CTA/METRA Station and Willow Road).

CTA 85A - Touhy Avenue between Caldwell Avenue and Lehigh Avenue (Serves
area northwest of Jefferson Park CTA/METRA Station).

Pace 411 - Touhy Avenue between Harlem Avenue and Caldwell Avenue (Serves
Village of Niles).

The METRA Milwaukee District - North Line crosses Touhy Avenue with a station located at the
Lehigh Avenue/Caldwell Avenue intersection.

Table 3.6.1
 Existing Structures

IDOT
Structure
Number

Facility
Carried

Feature
Crossed

Width Length Horizontal
Clearance
on SRA 

Vertical
Clearance
on SRA  

016-0363 Touhy Ave. Chicago
River

53' 66' 50' NA

3.6.3 Existing Environmental Characteristics 

The existing environmental characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-25 and B-26.

Lakes/Streams/Wetlands/Floodplains - Touhy Avenue crosses the North Branch of the Chicago
River and its floodplain west of the Riverside Drive intersection.  Several wetlands are located
within the Clayton F. Woods Illinois Natural Area Inventory Site south of Harts Road/Gross Point
Road and U.S. Route 14 (Caldwell Avenue).

Structures with Historical Significance - There are no sites of documented historical significance
located along this segment.

Hazardous Waste/LUST Sites -. The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency has documented
four LUST sites within Segment 6.  One site lies north of Touhy Avenue and east of  IL Route 43
(Harlem Avenue).  There are sites northeast and southwest of the intersection of Touhy Avenue and
Franks Avenue.  There is also a LUST site south of Touhy Avenue and west of the North Branch of
the Chicago River.

Threatened or Endangered Species - The Illinois Department of Natural Resources has identified
Clayton F. Woods Illinois Natural Area Inventory Site south of Harts Road/Gross Point Road and
U.S. Route 14 (Caldwell Avenue) as habitat for the threatened plant species viola conspersa (Dog
Violet).

Prime Farmland - There is no designated prime farmland along this segment according to the
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Natural Resources Conservation Services.

3.6.4 Existing Land Use Characteristics 

Existing land use characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-25 and B-26.

Type and Intensity of Development - North of Touhy Avenue between IL Route 43 (Harlem
Avenue) and IL Route 21 (Milwaukee Avenue) the land uses are commercial and governmental.  The
land south of Touhy Avenue between IL Route 43 and IL Route 21 is currently under development
as park and residential area. The Niles Public Service facility and Niles Police Station are across the
street.  Between Milwaukee Avenue and U.S. Route 14 (Caldwell Avenue) the uses are primarily
residential on the north side of Touhy Avenue and a mixture of park, forest preserve, institutional,
commercial and residential on the south side.  Niles Elementary School is located on the southwest
corner of Franks Avenue and Touhy Avenue.  Jozwiak Park and Niles Public Works are on the south
side of Franks Avenue.  The Clayton F. Smith Woods Illinois Natural Area Inventory Site is located
south of the intersection of Touhy Avenue and Harts Road.  From east of Caldwell Avenue to Lehigh
Avenue the south side of Touhy Avenue is residential with a few scattered commercial uses.  The
north side of Touhy Avenue is dominated by commercial and office development.  The Edgebrook
Church is located on the southeast corner of Touhy Avenue and Melvina Avenue. 

Planned Development - No specific plans for redevelopment have been identified within this
segment.

3.6.5 Recommended SRA Improvements

The recommended plan for this segment is shown on Exhibits C-25 and C-26.

Roadway - There are two recommended cross sections for this segment.  Both provide two 11-foot
through lanes in each direction separated by an 11-foot painted median.  Curb and gutter, concrete
sidewalks and an enclosed drainage system would be provided.  Between Harlem Avenue and
Caldwell Avenue, an additional eight feet of right-of-way will be required on each side.  Typical
sections (Section L-L and Section M-M) are shown on Exhibits C-25 and C-26. 

Traffic Control/Intersection Configuration -  It is proposed to maintain the eight existing traffic
signals and the existing lane configurations at those signalized intersections.

Access Management - Access to adjacent properties will be maintained for most of this segment.
The width of all existing and future driveways should also conform to the IDOT Policy on Permits
for Access Driveways to State Highways. 

Structures -  The one existing structure in this segment will require modification as shown in
Table 3.6.2.  
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Table 3.6.2
 Structure Modifications 

IDOT
Structure
Number

Facility
Carried

Feature
Crossed

Existing
Width 

Recommendation

016-0363 Touhy Ave. Chicago
River

53' Widen as required for roadway
improvement.

Transit - It is recommended that future bus stop locations with turnouts be considered at the far side
of all intersecting arterials and at major traffic generators such as schools, shopping centers and
major employment centers.  Signal preemption should be provided throughout this segment.  A
future bus garage is planned in Niles.  

3.6.6 Right-of-Way Requirements

Eight feet of right-of-way acquisition will be required along both sides of Touhy Avenue between
Harlem Avenue and Caldwell Avenue.

3.6.7 Environmental Considerations

The acquisition of 8 feet of right-of-way on the south side of Touhy Avenue will affect Jozwiak Park
on the southeast corner of Touhy Avenue and Franks Avenue.  Trees adjacent to the North Branch
of the Chicago River may also be impacted by right-of-way acquisition as will the Clayton F. Smith
Woods Illinois Natural Area Inventory Site which abuts Touhy Avenue west of U.S. Route 14
(Caldwell Avenue).  This natural area is home to the threatened plant species viola conspersa (Dog
Violet).  Impacts to Jozwiak Park and the Clayton F. Smith Woods Illinois Natural Area Inventory
Site may be regulated as 4(f) or 6(f) by the U.S. Department of Transportation Act and the Land and
Water Conservation Fund Act (LAWCON), respectively. 

3.6.8 Land Use Considerations

Recommended roadway improvements within Segment 6 would require 5 to 8 feet of right-of-way
acquisition on both sides of Touhy Avenue between IL Route 21 (Milwaukee Avenue) and U.S.
Route 14 (Caldwell Avenue).  Such acquisition would reduce the parkway and parking for the
commercial and residential uses in the area.  This would directly impact the George J. Goldman
Nursing home located on the south side at Harts Road and Touhy Avenue.  The driveway and access
lane to the home’s parking lot are already within 8 feet of the right-of-way.
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The proposed improvements west of Franks Avenue on the south side of Touhy Avenue would
require 8 feet of additional right-of-way from Jozwiak Park and 5 feet of right-of-way from the
Clayton F. Smith Woods Illinois Natural Area Inventory Site (see Exhibit B-25).  This acquisition
may affect lands designated as 4(f) or 6(f) by the U.S. Department of Transportation Act and the
Land and Water Conservation Fund Act (LAWCON), respectively. 

3.6.9 Construction/Right-of-Way Cost Estimates

The cost estimate for Segment 6 is shown in Table 3.6.3.  This construction cost estimate is based
on 1991 unit prices.

Table 3.6.3
Construction Cost Estimate 

Segment 6 - Harlem Avenue to Lehigh Avenue

Recommended Improvements Estimated Cost

Roadway $675,000

Intersection Improvements 1,000,000

Structure Modifications 281,000

Transit Improvements 0

Right-of-Way Acquisition 179,000

Total - Recommended Improvements $2,135,000

Note:  This construction cost estimate is based on 1991 unit prices.

3.6.10 Short Term/Low Cost Improvements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy and are either low cost or should be
implemented prior to construction of the overall SRA improvement are recommended for short term
(1-5 years) implementation.  Within Segment 6,  these improvements include consolidating
driveways to conform to current IDOT access standards as parcels redevelop. 

3.6.11 Ultimate (Post 2020) Improvements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy for suburban routes but are considered best
implemented beyond the SRA planning horizon are recommended for Post 2020 consideration.
There are no ultimate (post 2020) improvements recommended in this segment. 
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3.6.12 Crossing SRA Routes

The recommended cross section for U.S. Route 14 (Caldwell Avenue) provides for two through
lanes in each direction in the vicinity of Touhy Avenue.
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3.7 Segment 7: Touhy Avenue - Lehigh Avenue to I-94

3.7.1 Location

Segment 7 extends along Touhy Avenue from Lehigh Avenue to I-94(see Figure 3.1). The segment
is approximately 1.3 miles in length and is located within Skokie.

3.7.2 Existing Facility Characteristics

Existing facility characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits A-26 and A-27.

Right-of-Way -  The existing right-of-way in this segment varies between 80 and 100 feet in width.

Roadway Characteristics -  The existing cross section in this segment consists of two 11-foot
through lanes in each direction separated by an 11-foot painted median.  Curb and gutter, an enclosed
drainage system and concrete sidewalks exist for the entire segment. An existing typical section for
this segment is included on Exhibits A-27.

Traffic Volumes -  Based on various sources, including the Illinois Department of Transportation
Traffic Maps, the existing average annual daily traffic for this segment varies from 31,200 to 32,500
vehicles per day.

Accidents -  There are two high accident locations in this segment: Touhy Avenue at Carpenter
Road/Niles Center Road and between Laramie Avenue and Lavergne Avenue.

Parking, Sidewalks and Frontage Roads -  There are no on-street parking spaces or frontage roads
on this segment.  There are sidewalks on both sides of the street.

Traffic Control/Intersection Configuration -  There are six signalized intersections in this
segment.  They are located at Lehigh Avenue, Central Avenue, Niles Center Shopping Center,
Carpenter Road/Niles Center Road, Laramie Avenue and LeClaire Avenue.  Existing lane
configurations for these intersections are shown on Exhibits A-26 and A-27. 

Structures -  There is one existing structure in this segment as indicated in Table 3.7.1.

Transit -  Fixed route bus service is provided by two separate routes as follows:
Pace 225 - Intersects Touhy Avenue at Carpenter Road (Service between Jefferson

Park CTA/METRA Station and Howard Street Industrial Area).
Pace 226 - Intersects Touhy Avenue at Niles Center Road (Service between

Jefferson Park CTA/METRA Station, Edgebrook METRA Station and
Dee Road METRA Station.)

No commuter rail service is in close proximity to this segment of the corridor.
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Table 3.7.1
 Existing Structures

IDOT
Structure
Number

Facility
Carried

Feature
Crossed

Width Length Horizontal
Clearance
on SRA 

Vertical
Clearance
on SRA  

016-0713 Touhy
Ave.

I-94 97' 283' 97' NA

3.7.3 Existing Environmental Characteristics 

The existing environmental characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-26 and B-27.

Lakes/Streams/Wetlands/Floodplains - There are no lakes, streams, wetlands or floodplains
documented within Segment 7 .

Structures with Historical Significance - There are no sites of documented historical significance
located along this segment.

Hazardous Waste/LUST Sites - The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency has documented a
hazardous waste site east of Lehigh Avenue on the north side of Touhy Avenue.  There is also a
LUST site east of Lehigh Avenue on the south side Touhy Avenue.  Another site is southeast of the
intersection of Touhy Avenue and Carpenter Road/Niles Center Road.  There are two LUST sites
on the south side of Touhy Avenue between Laramie Avenue and LeClaire Avenue.

Threatened or Endangered Species - There are no threatened or endangered species known to exist
along this segment of the corridor according to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

Prime Farmland - There is no designated prime farmland along this segment according to the
Natural Resources Conservation Services.

3.7.4 Existing Land Use Characteristics 

Existing land use characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-26 and B-27.

Type and Intensity of Development - The land uses along Segment 7 between Lehigh Avenue and
Laramie Avenue are primarily commercial and industrial.  The Hebrew Theological College and
Fairview South School are located south of Touhy Avenue between Carpenter Road and Laramie
Avenue.  The land between Laramie Avenue and I-94 is devoted to residential use.  Congregation
Koi Emeth is located on the north side of Touhy Avenue between Laramie Avenue and LeClaire
Avenue.  From I-94 to U.S. Route 41 (Lincoln Avenue) the dominant use is commercial.

Planned Development - No specific plans for redevelopment have been identified within this
segment.
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3.7.5 Recommended SRA Improvements

The recommended plan for this segment is shown on Exhibits C-26 and C-27.

Roadway - The recommended cross sections for this segment provides two 12-foot through lanes
in each direction separated by an 18-foot barrier median.  Curb and gutter and sidewalk are provided
along each side.

Traffic Control/Intersection Configuration -  It is proposed to maintain the existing traffic signals
and lane configuration at all intersections except the one at Village Crossing Shopping Center.  It
is proposed to relocate that signal to the Linder Avenue intersection.  This will require
reconfiguration of the shopping center parking lot. 

Access Management - Access to adjacent properties will be maintained for most of this segment.
Any existing or future driveways which do not align with median openings should conform to right-
in, right-out access standards in the IDOT Policy on Permits for Access Driveways to State
Highways.  The width of all existing and future driveways should also conform to this policy. 

Structures -  The one existing structure in this segment will not require modification.  

Transit - It is recommended that future bus stop locations with turnouts be considered at the far side
of all intersecting arterials and at major traffic generators such as schools, shopping centers and
major employment centers.  Bus preemption should also be considered for this segment.  At the I-94
interchange, restricted use bus lanes and a park-and-ride lot should be considered. 

3.7.6 Right-of-Way Requirements

Four feet of right-of-way acquisition will be required along the south side of Touhy Avenue between
Laramie Avenue and Lavergne Avenue.

3.7.7 Environmental Considerations

Road widening and right-of-way acquisition proposed for the south side of Touhy Avenue between
Laramie and LeClaire Avenues may affect the two LUST sites located there.  This widening may
also impact several mature trees. 

3.7.8 Land Use Considerations

Additional right-of-way on the south side of Touhy Avenue between Laramie Avenue and Lavergne
Avenue is required for the proposed roadway improvements within Segment 7.  The location of
access and setbacks associated with future development should be coordinated with SRA
improvements.
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3.7.9 Construction/Right-of-Way Cost Estimates

The cost estimate for Segment 7 is shown in Table 3.7.2.  This construction cost estimate is based
on 1991 unit prices.

Table 3.7.2
Construction Cost Estimate 

Segment 7 - Lehigh Avenue to I-94 

Recommended Improvements Estimated Cost

Roadway $780,000

Intersection Improvements 200,000

Structure Modifications 0

Transit Improvements 0

Right-of-Way Acquisition 27,000

Total - Recommended Improvements $1,007,000

Note:  This construction cost estimate is based on 1991 unit prices.

3.7.10 Short Term/Low Cost Improvements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy and are either low cost or should be
implemented prior to construction of the overall SRA improvement are recommended for short term
(1-5 years) implementation.  Within Segment 7, these improvements include consolidating
driveways to conform to current IDOT access standards as parcels redevelop. 

3.7.11 Ultimate (Post 2020) Improvements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy for suburban routes but are considered best
implemented beyond the SRA planning horizon are recommended for Post 2020 consideration.
There are no ultimate (post 2020) improvements recommended in this segment. 

3.7.12 Crossing SRA Routes

There are no crossing SRA routes.
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IV. Public Involvement 

4.1 The Public Involvement Process 

Public involvement is a key part of the SRA study process.  During the study period, public
involvement occurred in several stages.  Initial public involvement efforts centered around
communities and jurisdictional agencies that would be directly affected by SRA improvements.
Before commencing detailed studies, individual community interviews (ICI’s) were conducted with
municipal leaders and/or staff members to sample community attitudes towards SRA goals and to
identify concerns regarding potential improvement concepts.  Interviews were also conducted with
some jurisdiction agencies such as county transportation departments or forest preserve districts if
their facilities would be directly affected.

Once data collection was completed and alternatives/design concepts were developed, communities
were invited to attend an Advisory Panel meeting at which the SRA design concepts were presented.
After obtaining input from the first Advisory Panel meeting, the concepts were revised and a draft
report was prepared.  These will be presented at a second Advisory Panel meeting as well as at a
public hearing which will be open to the general public.  

Individual Community Interviews were conducted mostly during August, September and October
of 1996.  The first Advisory Panel meeting was held on October 19, 1998.  The second Advisory
Panel meeting was held June 25, 1999 followed by the public hearings on June 30 and July 1, 1999.

Copies of the meeting minutes, public hearing minutes and comments are included in Appendix B.

4.2 Individual Community Interviews

Each unit of government was contacted to obtain data early in the study.  Meetings were then set up
with each individual community to discuss their comments and concerns.  The primary goals of the
Individual Community Interviews (ICI’s) were to present the goals of the SRA system and to gather
information on community attitudes and concerns regarding the corridor before improvement
concepts and alternatives were developed.  
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A summary of the individual community concerns and attitudes is as follows:

� East Dundee
- Village stated that there is sufficient R.O.W. for a six lane cross-section except at the

cemetery at the northeast corner of  IL Route 25 and IL Route 72.
- Village noted that the existing lane configuration between IL Route 25 and IL Route 72

is a problem area.  Village concerned that any improvements to the east of here might
meet backups due to the narrow cross-section to the west. 

- Village stated that the land south of  IL Route 72 could be developed into a light
industrial area.

- The Village of East Dundee’s comprehensive plan shows access points along IL Route
72 at Rock Road Drive and at a future intersection approx. ½  mile west of  IL Route 25.

� Hoffman Estates
- A signal has been proposed at the Greenspoint Development.
- The Golf Road/Higgins Road intersection will be improved to provide 6 lanes on each

leg of the intersection.
- Current plans are to restrict access at non-signalized intersection along Higgins Road

between Plum Grove Road and Roselle Road.

� Forest Preserve District of Cook County
- FPD stated that its long range plan includes realignment of the entrance into the dog

training fields to align with Beverly Road.  Also, Magnum Chateau will be demolished
and the parking lot for Lake Beverly will be improved.  A bike trail is proposed under IL
Route 72 near the E. J. & R. Railroad.

- ISTEA funds have been allocated to extend a bike trail along IL Route 72 from Poplar
Creek to Barrington Road.

- FPD concerned with operational problems at the Busse Woods entrance east of the I-290
ramp/IL Route 72 intersection.  Traffic entering the forest preserve can back up on IL
Route 72 to the exit ramp from northbound I-290.

- FPD has received requests for a bike path overpass immediately east of I-290, but the
FPD lacks funds for this proposal.

- FPD prefers the minimization of land acquisition through provision of a narrower median
and overall cross section width.

- FPD concerned with the difficulty in exiting Iroquois Woods from the south drive. 

� South Barrington
- Village stated that expansion plans for IL Route 72 would have to include noise buffering

before gaining its support.
- Village was concerned with cut-though traffic which uses Mundhank Road during peak

travel times.  Village would support congestion reduction measures in the vicinity of  IL
Route 72/Barrington Road/I-90.

- Village noted the existence of undeveloped property on the north side of  IL Route 72 at
the Northwest Tollway that will need access to IL Route 72.  Developers have considered
a roadway to connect IL Route 72 to the Midlands property.  It was uncertain if the



IL Route 72/Higgins Rd./Touhy Ave.

Final Report IV - 3 

Village would support this.
- Village is interested in improving Bartlett Road.

� Schaumburg
- The Village views Higgins Road as a thoroughfare to get into and out of the village and

its workplaces and would support restricted access along IL Route 72.
- The Village would like any barrier medians to be landscaped and would likely agree to

be responsible for the maintenance.
- The unincorporated area at the northwest corner of National Parkway and IL Route 72

might be developed with offices with possible access via Woodfield Road. 
- A traffic signal may be constructed at Grand Canyon Parkway to provide access to

Damen Bank.  This was discussed in 1995 but the bank did not want to participate in the
funding.

- The Village stated that there are no plans for development at IL Route 72 and I-290.  This
is a very congested area.

- The Village has several bicycle trails that cross IL Route 72 and would like these to be
maintained.  The Village is in favor of a grade separation for the Busse Woods trail
which crosses Higgins Road immediately east of I-290.

- A number of issues are sensitive to the Village including the maintenance of pedestrian
crossings, the maintenance of the Village’s Emergency Vehicle Preemption System, and
the inclusion of street lighting at intersections.     

• Elk Grove Village
- Village has favorable attitude towards widening to six lanes and providing limited local

access.  However, Village would require sound barrier along IL Route 72 if widened.

� Des Plaines
- City stated that additional R.O.W. would be required for a six-lane cross section and that

the City would not support restricting access to adjacent properties or side streets.
- The high volume of traffic at the intersections of Lee Street and Wolf Road causes

significant delay during rush hours.
- The North Central commuter train line operates on the existing train tracks located

parallel to Mannheim Road.

� Rosemont
- Village stated that a hotel will be constructed on vacant land southwest of the intersection

of Mannheim Road and Touhy Avenue.

� Park Ridge
- City feels that the Prospect/Northwest Highway/Touhy intersection operates poorly.
- City stated that parking is allowed on Touhy Avenue east of Park Ridge where Touhy

operates as a two lane street.
- A City Council resolution bans any type of improvement along Touhy Avenue.  A 1992

IDOT proposal for a 5 lane cross-section from Dee Road to  Grace Street was shot down
by public opposition.
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- Sensitive issues to the City include high traffic volumes, vehicle speed, new railroad
crossing proposals, tree removal, cut-through traffic through residential neighborhoods,
and pedestrian safety.

� Niles
- Village plans on constructing a new Public Services Building at the southeast corner of

IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue) and Touhy Avenue.  Village noted that it would provide
land for a northbound right turn lane on Harlem Avenue.

- Village agrees with the concept of improving mobility along SRA routes, but would not
support the execution of SRA concepts that would harm businesses.  Parking and access
are very sensitive issues with the Village.

   - Village sensitive to issues including location of existing utilities, removal of mature
trees, street lighting, drainage, and pedestrian access.

- Village feels the Harts Road intersection could be improved with additional turn lanes
or realignment.  The Harts Road intersection with Touhy Avenue could be eliminated.

- Village stated the Circuit Court building will be demolished and a decorative fountain
will be located at Milwaukee Avenue and Touhy Avenue.  

� Skokie
- Village stated there is no room for roadway expansion neither within nor adjacent to the

existing R.O.W.
- Village supports the interconnection of traffic signals.
- Village noted that a nursing home will be built at the northwest corner of the I-94

interchange.

� Lincolnwood
- Village noted that the Dominicks at the northeast corner of Lincoln Avenue and Touhy

Avenue will be redeveloped and an ice skating rink will be constructed on Cicero
Avenue north of Touhy Avenue.

- Village stated that vehicles leaving the condominium Cicero Avenue and Touhy Avenue
are restricted by the right turn traffic from northbound Cicero.

- Village stated that pedestrians have a difficult time crossing Touhy Avenue due to the
volume and speed of traffic.

- Village noted that there are three condominiums along Touhy Avenue whose residents
are primarily senior citizens.

 

Copies of the ICI meeting minutes are included in Appendix B.

4.3 Advisory Panel Meetings 

A meeting of the SRA Advisory Panel was held on October 19, 1998.  At the first Panel Meeting,
presentations were made to introduce the SRA system, its relation to the 2020 Transportation System
Development Plan and Operation GreenLight, and the SRA study process.  In addition, alternative
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improvement concepts considered for IL Route 72/Higgins Road/Touhy Avenue were presented.
A second panel meeting was held on June 25, 1999.  At the second Panel Meeting, the recommended
improvements were presented along with the Draft SRA Report.  At each of the Panel Meetings,
opportunity was provided for those attending the meetings to ask questions, make comments and
discuss the presentations and recommendations.  Copies of the minutes of the Panel Meetings are
contained in Appendix B.

4.4 Public Hearing 

Public hearings were held on June 30 and July 1, 1999 to present recommended improvements to
IL Route 72/Higgins Road/Touhy Avenue as part of the SRA system and to obtain public input.  The
public hearing were held in an open house format with exhibits displayed showing the recommended
improvements for the entire SRA route on aerial photographs as well as typical cross sections.  Also,
a slide presentation was shown every half hour during the hearing.  This presentation included the
scope and objectives of the SRA system, the relation of  IL Route 72/Higgins Road/Touhy Avenue
to the overall system and the scope of recommended improvements for the entire SRA route.

Representatives of the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the SRA project consultant
were available during the hearing to discuss the project and answer questions.  A court reporter was
also  present during the hearing to take oral comments and written statements were accepted during
the hearing.  An additional period of 30 days following the hearing was provided for submission of
written statements to the IDOT District One offices.  Copies of the public hearing minutes, recorded
comments and statements are included in Appendix B. 
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