
Walk Roll Illinois
Illinois Active Transportation Plan



Today’s 
Agenda

• Project Purpose and Plan 

Overview

• Stakeholder Engagement

• Vision and Goals Discussion

• Existing Conditions Analysis

• Group Activity

• Next Steps



Project Purpose
and Overview
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What is Active Transportation?

Human-powered 
transportation…

…that can engage 
people in healthy 
physical activity…

…and connects to key 
destinations and mass 
transit options.
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Purpose + Goals
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Schedule
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Existing Conditions Analysis

Demand 
Analysis

Health 
Analysis

Equity  
Analysis

Level of 
Traffic 
Stress

Multi-
Hazard 

Analysis

Safety  
Analysis
(VRU Study)

Gap 
Analysis

Current 
State of 

Biking and 
Walking in 

Illinois
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Policy + Plan Review

New 
Mobility FundingDesign 

Guidance
Maintenance 

Best 
Practices

Current 
State of 

Biking and 
Walking in 

Illinois
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Plan Deliverables

Let’s make a plan together!

Policy and 
Program 

Recommendations

Statewide Active 
Transportation 
Best Practices

Strategic Funding and 
Implementation 

Guidance
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Guideline Update Timeline
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Guidelines Update Snapshots

2024 - 20252024? ??



Stakeholder 
Engagement
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Project Advisors

Help us gather more 
feedback by:

> Hosting a meeting

> Promoting the website
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Technical Stakeholder Engagement

Round 1 (Completed Spring 2023): Discovery and feedback

Round 2 (Fall 2023): Gather input on strategies 

Round 3 (Spring 2024): Collect input on the plan’s 
recommendations
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Steering 
Committee 

Collaboration

Stakeholder 
Advisory 

Group 
Collaboration

3 Focus Group 
Meetings

9 Targeted 
Pop-Up 
Events

Identifying 
Our Targeted 

Audience

Targeted
Engagement
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Outreach + Communications

Stakeholder 
Meetings

Public SurveySteering Committee 
Meetings

Project Website, Engagement 
Video, Social Media + Virtual 

Open House

Interactive Map Print Materials:
• Fact Sheet
• Meeting-in-a-box
• Poster
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Public Survey

The project surveys will help to 
supplement public involvement 
meetings and broaden public input 
on experiences, challenges and 
needs while using active 
transportation in Illinois.

• Survey #1 will focus on the vision for 
statewide bicycle and pedestrian 
transportation planning and existing 
conditions/challenges. 

• Survey #2 will focus on getting the 
public’s feedback on draft 
recommendations, management 
strategies, and funding scenarios. 
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Interactive Map
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Virtual Open House
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Social Media Campaign 
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Follow Us! 

#WalkRollIllinois

@IllinoisDepartmentofTransportation

@IDOT_Illinois

@idotimages

@IllinoisDOT



Vision + Goal 
Setting
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Draft Vision Statement

Draft IDOT ATP Vision Statement:
Provide a safe, equitable, and context-sensitive multimodal 
transportation network in order to improve livability and connectivity and 
increase access to educational, occupational, and social opportunities for 
all Illinois roadway users with a critical emphasis on vulnerable roadway 
users (those who walk, bike, or roll).  
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Draft Goals

• Equity: Ensure that the recommended 
network is accessible to users of all ages, 
abilities, and backgrounds.

• Safety: Reduce serious injuries and 
fatalities for vulnerable road users.

• Connectivity: Promote comfortable and 
continuous bicycle and pedestrian facilities that 
connect people to destinations.

• Partnerships: Strive to strengthen existing 
partnerships and to build new and innovative 
ones to advance the statewide vision for walking 
and biking.



Existing 
Conditions 
Analysis
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Our Analyses

Health & Equity 
Where are there 

underserved 
communities?

Demand
Where is the 

potential for active 
transportation trips?  

Safety*
Where are the crash 
hot-spots, and who 

is most at risk?

*In partnership with VRU study 
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Equity Analysis

Purpose of Equity Analysis: 

Many communities rely on multiple 
modes to connect to basic services 
that are necessary to live productive, 
fulfilling, and healthy lives. 

> The Equity Analysis will identify 
communities that have been 
historically disadvantaged or are 
otherwise considered vulnerable to 
unsafe, disconnected, or incomplete 
active transportation networks. 

Economic 
Opportunity

Access to a 
Vehicle Air Quality

Housing Cost 
Burden

Race

Income

Educational 
Attainment

Youth & Seniors

Common Equity Indicators
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Federal Funding ConsiderationsThe Equity Analysis builds upon the 
Federal funding priority zones:

• Justice 40

• Areas of Persistent Poverty

• Historically Disadvantaged 
Communities

This plan’s analysis will provide a 
focused assessment of equity in 
terms of serving active 
transportation needs. 
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Health Analysis

Purpose of the Health 
Analysis: 

Identify locations with high 
rates of inactivity and 
chronic disease to pinpoint 
populations with potential for 
improved health through 
infrastructure that supports 
active lifestyles. 

*“A Framework for Public Health Action: The Health Impact Pyramid”, Dr. Thomas Frieden, 2010. 

Developing communities which promote healthy 
transportation options as the default choice is one of 
the most effective methods for improved community 
health outcomes*. 

Heart disease and stroke 
account for almost 29% of all 
deaths in Illinois in 2017.
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Demand Analysis

Purpose of the Demand Analysis: 

Understand where there is a 
demand for active modes of travel 
and provide Illinois residents with 
more travel options. 

74%

In Illinois, nearly ¾ of trips to work 
are by driving alone. 

How can we start to replace some of these 
trips with active trips and meet the existing 

demand? 
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Safety Analysis

> VRU (Vulnerable Road Users) Safety Assessment
 Federal requirement under the Bi-Partisan Infrastructure 

Law (BIL)
 Part of the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HISP)

> VRU is a non-motorist who may include people 
walking, biking, or rolling, as well as highway workers 
on foot in a work zone.

> Pillar of the VRU Safety Assessment is a 
comprehensive safety analysis

Scan the QR Code for 
a recording of the 
Kick-off Webinar
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Safety Analysis

> Overview of safety methodology

> Looking to identify areas with crash history

> Identify other factors affecting safety performance

> Identify trends by land use

> Enhancing system safety analysis (see next slide)
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> VRU Safety Webmap
> Provides an 

opportunity for public 
comments on potential 
roadway safety 
concerns for VRUs

www.tinyurl.com/ILLINOISVRUTOOL

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.tinyurl.com/ILLINOISVRUTOOL__;!!B5cixuoO7ltTeg!ErZDuTxRZPizjGQKoK48o5Y5CgAV3iH6JcB5p4LJ4w76XRFlOn_wygd-r9qJcqxlb_X6Bsmm7i9Ldswc-CXif_XMEg$
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Send it to: DOT.VRUSafety@illinois.gov

Data Needed
> Do you have any data that might aid the VRU Safety Assessment?

mailto:DOT.VRUSafety@illinois.gov


Group Activity



Next Steps
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Next Steps

> Gather feedback via website 
resources

> Conduct Existing Conditions 
analysis

> Targeted Audience Engagement
> Subject Matter Focus Groups

Stay Tuned! Next Meeting this Fall 
in-person



Thank you!

Contact Us.

Bureau of Planning
Illinois Department of 
Transportation
dot.activetransportation@illinois.gov

Jennifer Baldwin 
Principal
Alta Planning + Design 
jenniferbaldwin@altago.com 

mailto:dot.activetransportation@illinois.gov
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