
US Route 45 (FA 889)
Section (101, 102)-1; 101B-2; (101B)-1
I-24 to Metropolis
Massac County

The proposed four-laning of US Route 45 between Interstate 24 and Metropolis is
not programmed for construction in the department’s current multi-year program.
However, Secretary Brown has made a commitment that the plans for this project
will be ready for letting in FY-99 should additional funds become available.

The proposed improvement will require additional right of way along the entire
length of the project.  The FY-1997-2001 multi-year program does include some
monies for land acquisition.  $100,000 is programmed for FY-97 and $300,000 for
FY-98.

The land along US Route 45 is rapidly developing, predominately due to the
success of the Player’s Riverboat Casino in Metropolis.  The traffic volumes on
US 45 have increased approximately 3,000 vpd since the riverboat opened in
February 1993.

I fee that to hold land acquisition costs down on this project, the District needs to
file a Corridor Protection Map as soon as possible.  The property along US 45 is
rapidly being rezoned as commercial, and unless we protect the corridor, land
acquisition costs could increase substantially.  Two months ago, we were
successful in convincing the McDonald’s Corporation to revise their site plan for a
new restaurant along US 45 to account for the additional right of way needed for
this project.  If they had insisted on staying with their original site plan, we would
have been required to buy the restaurant in order to build the project.
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Memorandum
______________________________________________
To: James C. Slifer

From: Karl L. Bartelsmeyer

Subject: LAND ACQUISITION - Corridor Protection Plan

Date: November 21, 1996
________________________________________________________________
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Corridor Protection Plan
November 21, 1996

We have analyzed the subject project and with your approval of this Corridor
Protection Plan, the following steps as outlined in departmental policy will be
undertaken.

1. Prepare a Corridor Protection Map.

2. Publish notices of a Corridor Protection Hearing the Metropolis Newspaper
on December 4th and December 11th.

3. Hold a Corridor Protection Hearing on December 19th at the Metropolis City
Hall.

4. Obtain the Secretary’s approval of the Corridor Protection Map.

5. File the Corridor Protection Map in the Massac County Office of the
Recorder, and publish approval of the map in the Metropolis Newspaper.

6. Notify all affected property owners by registered mail.

7. After a property owner contacts us about a planned improvement within the
corridor, the district will have forty-five (45) days to decide whether or not to
acquire the needed right of way.

Additional land acquisition funds will likely be needed beyond those currently
programmed.  For FY-97, I plan to request approval of the transfer of
approximately $200,000 in unused balances from other land acquisition projects.
We will address the need for additional funds in future years as part of this
winters programming process.
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