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Replace Article 502.06 with the following. 
 

 
502.06 Cofferdams.  A Cofferdam shall be defined as a temporary structure, consisting of 

engineered components, designed to isolate the work area from water to enable construction 
under dry conditions based on either the Estimated Water Surface Elevation (EWSE) or 
Cofferdam Design Water Elevation (CDWE) shown on the contract plans as specified below.  
When cofferdams are not specified in the contract documents and conditions are encountered 
where the excavation for the structure cannot be kept free of water for prosecuting the work by 
pumping and/or diverting water, the Contractor, with the written permission of the Engineer, will 
be permitted to construct a cofferdam. 

 
The Contractor shall submit a cofferdam plan for each cofferdam to the Engineer for 

approval prior to the start of construction.  Cofferdams shall not be installed or removed without 
the Engineer's approval.  Work shall not be performed in flowing water except for the installation 
and removal of the cofferdam.  The cofferdam plan shall address the following: 

 
(a) Cofferdam (Type 1).  The Contractor shall submit a cofferdam plan which addresses the 

proposed methods of construction and removal; the construction sequence including 
staging; dewatering methods; erosion and sediment control measures; disposal of 
excavated material; effluent water control measures; backfilling; and the best management 
practices to prevent reintroduction of excavated material into the aquatic environment.  The 
design and method of construction shall provide, within the measurement limits specified in 
Article 502.12, necessary clearance for forms, inspection of exterior of the forms, pumping, 
and protection of fresh concrete from water.  For Type 1 cofferdams, it is anticipated the 
design will be based on the EWSE shown on the contract plans.  The Contractor shall 
assume all liability, financial or otherwise for a Type 1 cofferdam designed for an elevation 
lower than the EWSE. 

 
(b) Cofferdam (Type 2).  In addition to the requirements of Article 502.06(a), the Contractor’s 

submittal shall include detailed drawings and design calculations, prepared and sealed by 
an Illinois Licensed Structural Engineer.  For Type 2 cofferdams it is anticipated the design 
will be based on the CDWE shown on the contract plans.  The Contractor shall assume all 
liability, financial or otherwise for a Type 2 cofferdam designed for an elevation lower than 
the CDWE. 
 

(c) Seal Coat.  The seal coat concrete, when shown on the plans, is based on design 
assumptions in order to establish an estimated quantity.  When seal coat is indeed utilized, it 
shall be considered an integral part of the overall cofferdam system and, therefore, its 
design shall be included in the overall cofferdam design submittal.  If a seal coat was not 
specified but determined to be necessary, it shall be added to the contract by written 
permission of the Engineer.  The seal coat concrete shall be constructed according to Article 



503.14.  After the excavation within the cofferdam has been completed and the piles have 
been driven (if applicable), and prior to placing the seal coat, the elevation of the bottom of 
the proposed seal coat shall be verified by soundings.  The equipment and methods used to 
conduct the soundings shall meet the approval of the Engineer.  Any material within the 
cofferdam above the approved bottom of the seal coat elevation shall be removed. 
 
No component of the cofferdam shall extend into the substructure concrete or remain in 

place without written permission of the Engineer.  Removal shall be according to the previously 
approved procedure.  Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Engineer, all components of 
the cofferdam shall be removed. 

 
 

Revise the first paragraph of 502.12(b) to read as follows. 
 

(b) Measured Quantities.  Structure excavation, when specified, will be measured for 
payment in its original position and the volume computed in cubic yards (cubic meters).  
Horizontal dimensions will not extend beyond vertical planes 2 ft (600 mm) outside of the 
edges of footings of bridges, walls, and corrugated steel plate arches.  The vertical 
dimension for structure excavation will be the average depth from the surface of the 
material to be excavated to the bottom of the footing as shown on the plans or ordered in 
writing by the Engineer.  The volume of any unstable and/or unsuitable material removed 
within the structure excavation will be measured for payment in cubic yards (cubic 
meters). 

 
Revise the last paragraph of 502.12(b) to read as follows. 
 

Cofferdam excavation will be measured for payment in cubic yards (cubic meters) in its 
original position within the cofferdam.  Unless otherwise shown on the plans, the 
horizontal dimensions used in computing the volume will not extend beyond vertical 
planes 2 ft (600 mm) outside of the edges of the substructure footings or 4 ft (1.2 m) 
outside of the faces of the substructure stem wall, whichever is greater.  The vertical 
dimensions will be the average depth from the surface of the material to be excavated to 
the elevation shown on the plans for bottom of the footing, stem wall, or seal coat, or as 
otherwise determined by the Engineer as the bottom of the excavation. 

 
Revise the first sentence of the sixth paragraph of 502.13 to read as follows. 
 

Cofferdams, when specified, will be paid for at the contract unit price per each for 
COFFERDAM (TYPE 1) or COFFERDAM (TYPE 2), at the locations specified. 
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