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6) Cleaning and Painting Existing Steel Structures in Conjunction with Bridge 

Repairs 
 

Structures with a reduced load capacity due to section loss will require cover 
plates to restore strength to the damaged areas.  This is typically provided in  
a steel repair contract.  Paint-only contracts should not include items such as 
plating that are not germane to cleaning and painting existing steel.  Painting 
on bridge repair contracts should utilize the same policies as those used in a 
paint-only contract. 

 
7) Cleaning and Painting of Existing Weathering Steel Structures 
 

Cleaning and painting of existing weathering steel has been successfully 
accomplished utilizing the standard details, pay items, and special provisions.  
There are no separate details, pay items, or special provisions required for 
cleaning and painting an existing weathering steel bridge.  

 
Required Pay Items, Special Provisions, General Notes, and Plan Details  
 
1) Required Pay Items 
 

Three main pay items are used when painting an existing bridge: one for 
cleaning and painting, one for containment and disposal of residues, and one 
for a warranty.  For projects including bridge repairs, cleaning and painting new 
steel or contact surfaces between new and existing steel is included with the 
furnishing and erecting pay items and not paid for using paint pay items.  

 
Cleaning and painting of existing structural steel shall be paid for as 
CLEANING AND PAINTING STEEL BRIDGE, at the location specified.  The 
number of locations corresponds with the number of bridges on the contract.  
Dual structures require two pay items, one for each bridge, even though they 
technically are in the same location. 

 
If the existing structure paint system contains lead, the pay item 
CONTAINMENT AND DISPOSAL OF LEAD PAINT CLEANING RESIDUES, at 
the location specified, shall be used. If the existing structure does not contain 
lead, the pay item CONTAINMENT AND DISPOSAL OF NON-LEAD 
PAINTING RESIDUES, at the location specified, shall be used.  The Master 
Structure Report from Structure Information Management System (SIMS) will 
show if the existing structure coating contains lead for State-owned structures.  
In general, structures erected prior to 1986 are coated with lead paint.  Multiple 
bridges may be covered by one containment pay item with no individual 
location specified. 

 
A two-year painting warranty may be used on projects for cleaning and 
painting of existing structures, with or without lead paint. The warranty may 
only be used when full removal and replacement of the existing coating is 
specified. Use of this warranty requires the pay item BRIDGE CLEANING AND 
PAINTING WARRANTY, at the location specified. There should be only one 
bridge per warranty pay item. 
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