
KENNEDY EXPRESSWAY BRIDGE
REHABILITATION PROJECT

The Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT) is currently completing the design and plan 
preparation (Phase II) for the improvement of 
bridge decks along the Kennedy Expressway 
(Interstate 90) as part of its Highway Improvement 
Program. Preliminary engineering and 
environmental studies (Phase I) were completed in 
September 2021 with Design Approval. 

The Phase II team divided the project in 2 separate 
contracts. The first contract includes the Kennedy 
Inbound and Reversible lanes from the I-90/I-94 
split to Ohio Street, which is anticipated to begin 
construction in 2023 with the inbound lanes. The 
second contract includes the Outbound lanes and 
anticipated to be constructed in 2025. The 50 year 
old bridge structures along the Kennedy 
Expressway, last repaired in 2013, provide support 
to 275,000 vehicles per day, including personal 
vehicles and freight trucks. Traffic will be 
maintained during construction using staging, with 
lane closures and ramp detours. 

Along with the bridge repairs, the scope of work 
for this project also includes pavement patching, 
overhead sign-structure replacements, LED 
lighting improvements, landscaping and ITS loop 
detector replacements. This project will be in 
concurrent with the I-90 REVLAC System 
Rehabilitation project and the I-90 Bridge Painting 
and Lighting Improvement contracts at Hubbards 
Cave.

The rehabilitation of 
36 Bridge Structures, 
REVLAC System 
Rehabilitation, LED 
Lighting Improvements 
and Structure Painting 
Contracts is estimated 
to cost $150 Million. 
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HAVE A QUESTION OR WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PROJECT? 
Visit https://idot.illinois.gov/projects/interstate-90-kennedy-bridge-study

https://idot.illinois.gov/projects/interstate-90-kennedy-bridge-study


2024
I-90 Reversible Lanes 
Construction

April 1st - October 31st 2024

Reversible Lanes to be closed. 
All inbound lanes to be open.

Rehabilitation of the 
Reversible Lane Access 
Control System (REVLAC) 
project will be concurrent.

Anticipated Construction Schedule

2025
I-90 Outbound Lanes 
Construction

April 1st - October 31st 2025

Reversible lanes open in 
outbound direction while 2 
outbound lanes to be 
closed at a time.

2023
I-90 Inbound Lanes 
Construction

April 1st - October 31st 2023

Reversible lanes to be open in the 
inbound direction while 2 
inbound lanes to be closed at a 
time. 

Funding

This improvement is included in the Department’s FY 2023-2028 
Proposed Highway Improvement Program. Current engineering 
efforts are targeted to enable a contract letting in the early years 
of the multi-year program contingent upon plan readiness and 
funding availability through future annual legislative 
appropriations.



STAKEHOLDER COORDINATION

In Phase II, city Aldermen, transit agency leaders, and city agencies 
were identified as key stakeholders. The Aldermen were sent letters 
and enclosures with information about the project and an 
invitation to meet to discuss the project further. One in-person 
meeting was conducted with the Chicago Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) and the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA). Due 
to the impacts of COVID-19, outreach efforts shifted to virtual 
meetings and teleconferences. 
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Stakeholder Coordination During Construction 

An informative public information campaign is required due to the 
planned construction stages that will result in traffic delays and 
closures. Information must reach stakeholders within and outside 
the project limits, including communities, businesses, travelers, 
public transportation, emergency services, and schools. 
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Construction will occur in five stages and will require lane closures. 

For a list of ramp closures in each stage,  
please visit https://idot.illinois.gov/projects/interstate-90-kennedy-bridge-study

Bridge Deck  
Rehabilitation Timeline  
Each bridge rehabilitation typically requires an 
estimated six weeks of full 24/7 ramp closures. 

IDOT will provide a schedule of the upcoming 
ramp closures and estimated durations. 

Ramp closure schedules and durations 
can change due to weather and other conditions. 

Signed detour routes will direct drivers around 
closures. Adjacent ramps will remain open when 
performing bridge work in order to minimize 
detour and travel impacts.

1 week to demolish bridge deck 

1 week to install latex concrete 

3 weeks to let concrete set to 
ensure full strength

1 week to replace and 
repair bridge joints 

The rehabilitation of the bridges will have 
long-lasting impacts. The concrete used for 
the bridges has a lifespan of up to 25 years.          
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90 I-90 Eastbound ramp
at Sacramento

6 Week Closure

I-90 Eastbound ramp at Sacramento Avenue will be closed for
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week when work is being
performed on bridges over Diversey Avenue and California Avenue.

This closure is required to maintain a safe work zone.

EXAMPLE RAMP CLOSURE
I-90 Eastbound Ramp at Sacramento Avenue

Sacram
ento Ave.

RAMP AND LANE CLOSURES

Stage 1: I-90 Eastbound inside travel lanes closed
Stage 2: I-90 Eastbound outside travel lanes closed
Stage 3: I-90 Reversible lanes closed
Stage 4: I-90 Westbound inside travel lanes closed 
Stage 5: I-90 Westbound outside travel lanes closed 

https://idot.illinois.gov/projects/interstate-90-kennedy-bridge-study



