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ERRATA 
 

Illinois Route 47 (FAP 326) 
at Ronald Reagan Memorial Tollway I-88 

Kane County, Illinois 
 

Job No. P-91-015-14 
 

May 15, 2018 
 
This Errata includes corrections, revisions, and/or additions to the Environmental Assessment 
(EA), November 2017, for the proposed project for Illinois Route 47 (FAP 326) at Ronald Reagan 
Memorial Tollway I-88 in Kane County, Illinois. The Environmental Assessment was approved 
for public release by the Federal Highway Administration on November 21, 2017.  Corrections, 
revisions, and/or additions are shown in italics. 
 
3.4.2.3 Illinois 47 Alternatives to be Carried Forward 
Page 23, Table for Alternative M-1C: 4-Lane on Existing Alignment, in the header of table remove 
the word food and insert the word foot in its place. 
 
3.4.4.1 IL 47 Mainline Preferred Alternative 
Page 39, first paragraph. Remove “It is recommended that the Preferred Alternative for the IL 47 
Mainline be Alternative M-2C; which consists of two 12-foot lanes in each direction, a 30-foot 
raised median through the majority of the corridor but reduced through the Hannaford Woods/ 
Nickels Farm Forest Preserve, and shifts the alignment to the east, north of Thornapple Tree Road. 
The Preferred Alternative is proposing a five-foot sidewalk on the west side of IL 47 and a 10-foot 
multi-use path on the east side.” 
 
Replace with “It is recommended that the Preferred Alternative for the IL 47 Mainline be 
Alternative M-2C; which consists of two 12-foot lanes in each direction, a 30-foot raised median 
which includes a 4 foot inside shoulder with rumble strips into a mountable raised curb in each 
direction, through the majority of the corridor but reduced through the Hannaford Woods/ Nickels 
Farm Forest Preserve, and shifts the alignment to the east, north of Thornapple Tree Road. The 
Preferred Alternative is proposing a five-foot sidewalk on the west side of IL 47 and a 10-foot 
multi-use path on the east side.” 
 
4.13 Section 4(f) Evaluation 
Page 90, fourth paragraph. Remove “The Preferred Alternative will impact approximately 1.5 
acres of the Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve. A total of 0.2 acres on the west side 
of IL 47 and 1.3 acres on the east side of IL 47. All of the 1.3 acres on the east side of IL 47 are 
inside the 60 foot strip of land planned for transportation purposes. After subtracting the acreage 
of land that is planned for transportation purposes, the approximate impacts are 0.2 acres. This 
impact is not anticipated to adversely affect the activities, features, or attributes of the Hannaford 
Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve.”  
 
Replace with “The amount of property impacted by this project is approximately 1.74 acres from 
the Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve. A total of 0.22 acres on the west side of IL 
47 and 1.52 acres on the east side of IL 47. 1.51 acres on the east side are within the 60 foot strip 
of land planned for transportation purposes, and 0.01 acres are outside of that 60 foot strip. After 
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removing the acreage of land that is planned for transportation purposes, this project is 
anticipated to impact 0.23 acres from the Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve.” 
 
Page 90, insert after the fourth paragraph, “The Forest Preserve District of Kane County (FPDKC) 
provided their concurrence in writing on February 16, 2018 that the proposed use of property 
from Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve will not have an adverse effect on the 
activities, features and attributes of the property. On this basis, and based upon the Section 4(f) 
de minimis documentation for Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve included in 
Appendix E, the FHWA made a de minimis impact finding on March 19, 2018. A copy of the letter 
from the FPDKC is in Appendix A. A copy of the de minimis determination from FHWA is located 
in Appendix E.” 
 
5.1 Environmental Commitments 
Page 94, to the first bullet add the following, “This coordination will occur with the USACE during 
404 Permitting coordination.” 
 
6.9 Public Hearing 
Page 98, in heading title, remove “(Tentatively Scheduled)” add (December 14, 2017). 
Remove- “The next public outreach meeting is the Public Hearing, which is tentatively scheduled 
for the end of 2017.” 
 
Add – 
“The Public Hearing for the project was held on Thursday, December 14, 2017 from 4:00 P.M. to 
7:00 P.M. in the APC Event Room at Waubonsee Community College. Advertisement for the 
meeting was published in the Daily Herald on November 27, 2017 and December 7, 2017 and in 
the Kane County Chronicle on December 7, 2017. In addition, meeting invitations/brochures were 
sent out in the mail.  The meeting was attended by 98 people and 14 comment forms were received 
at the meeting.  For more information, please see Appendix H. 
 
Attendees signed in and a brochure was provided.  There were two rooms for attendees to learn 
more about the project.  One room contained a continuous audio-visual presentation that 
described the project summary, provided the study process and schedule, outlined the alternative 
screening process, and described the alternatives carried forward.  The second room contained 
more detailed information, comment forms, and project study team representatives.  Information 
in the second room included exhibit boards and roll plot maps.   
 
A third room was utilized for the public forum. A court reporter for verbal comments was available 
in the second room from 4:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. and recorded verbal comments at the public forum 
from 6:00 to 7:00 P.M. 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to attain public input on the project study including the 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and the impacts to the Section 4(f) Hannaford Woods/Nickels 
Farm Forest Preserve (Kane County Forest Preserve).” 
 
Appendix A NEPA/404 Merger Meeting Minutes and Concurrence Letters 
Insert January 10, 2018 letter from USEPA to FHWA acknowledging their comments made during 
the scoping process were addressed and they have no further comments on the EA. 
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Insert February 12, 2018 letter from USACE to FHWA regarding information to be provided in 
future 404 Permitting coordination. 
 
Appendix E Environmental Surveys and Coordination 
Replace page 339-340 with Final AD-1006 form completed by IDOA dated November 6, 2017. 
 
Insert November 28, 2017 letter from IDOA to IDOT determining the proposed project complies 
with Illinois’ Farmland Preservation Act. 
 
Insert Section 4(f) De Minimis Documentation Report dated February, 2018. 
 
Insert February 9, 2018 letter from Village of Sugar Grove to Forest Preserve District of Kane 
County with signature page showing Forest Preserve District concurrence of no adverse impacts 
to 4(f) property.  
 
Insert March 19, 2018 email from FHWA to IDOT making a Section 4(f) de minimis determination 
for proposed impacts to Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve. 
 
Appendix H Public Involvement Meeting Minutes 
Insert Public Hearing Short Summary, Court Reporter transcript and Response to Comments. 
 
Insert January 24, 2018 from Elburn Community Development Corporation to IDOT stating 
support for the project. 
 
Insert Village of Elburn Resolution No. 2018-02 supporting the project. 
 

 









 DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
 CHICAGO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
 231 SOUTH LASALLE STREET 
 CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604-1437 
    REPLY TO 

    ATTENTION OF:  

 
 
 
 

February 12, 2018 
Technical Services Division 
Regulatory Branch 
LRC-2015-00378 
 
 
SUBJECT:  NEPA/404 Merger Process Comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment for 
the IL Route 47 and I-88, Kane County, Illinois Project 
 
 
Catherine Batey 
Federal Highway Administration 
3250 Executive Park Drive 
Springfield, Illinois 62703 
 
 
Dear Ms. Batey: 
 
 This letter is in response to your request that the Department of the Army (Corps) provide 
comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment for the project titled “Route: FAP 326 IL 
Route 47 at FAI 88 Ronald Reagan Memorial Tollway I-88 Section: Old Oaks Road to Green 
Road Kane County.”  Various Federal and State agencies are providing a concurrent review of 
the project under the terms and conditions as set forth in the “Statewide Implementation 
Agreement National Environmental Policy Act and Clean Water Act Section 404 Concurrent 
NEPA/404 Processes for Transportation Projects in Illinois”.    
 
 Following a review of the EA, the Corps provides the following comments: 
 
1. Water Resources Impacts 

 
In the permit application, proposed impacts should be presented as either permanent or 

temporary and each impact should be described.  Avoidance and minimization should also be 
discussed for each impact.  This information could be presented in the form of a table. 

 
The project proposes to replace a bridge over Blackberry Creek and extend a culvert 

located within Seavey Road Run.  The information in the permit application will need to contain 
information on the stream channel width, as well as a stream channel cross section taken 
upstream, at and downstream of the bridge and culvert.  These cross sections will need to show 
the proposed structures.  In addition, while the project does not call for a full replacement of the 
culvert, the Corps had previously noted that the culvert is currently accommodating base flow 
throughout the three cells.  Should the applicant decide to replace the culvert, the new culvert 
shall be designed so that only the center cell accommodates the base flow.   
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2. Best Management Practices (BMP) for the Preferred Alternative 

 
The BMP information provided in the EA lacks details.  The permit application will need 

to provide a detailed BMP proposal that includes information on what efforts were made to 
mitigate the direct and indirect degradation of surface water quality from the project.  Please 
make sure to label all wetlands and streams in the BMP proposal. 

 
3. Proposed Mitigation 
 
 The EA indicates that a mitigation ratio of 1.5:1 will be applied to all non-ADID wetlands 
and a mitigation ratio of 3:1 will be applied to ADID wetlands, except for Site 8 where the 
proposed mitigation ratio goes up to 5.5:1.  There are instances where a mitigation ratio of 6:1 is 
applied for ADID wetlands depending on the type of ADID classification. Note that stream 
mitigation will be required for areas that are considered stream loss.  
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Julie Rimbault of my staff by telephone at 312-846-5542, or email at 
Julie.C.Rimbault@usace.army.mil. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Diedra McLaurin 
Team Lead, West Section 
Regulatory Branch 

 
 
 
 
Copy Furnished: 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (Ken Westlake)  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Shawn Cirton)  
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (Natalia Jones) 
Illinois Department of Transportation (Anthony Quigley) 
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1. Project Description 
a. Project Number:  P-91-015-14 

b. Project Name:  IL 47 at I-88 (Ronald Reagan Memorial Tollway) 

c. Project Location:  IL 47 from Old Oaks Road to Green Road, Sugar Grove, Kane County, Illinois  

d. Project Type:  Completion of the partial I-88 Interchange at IL 47, facilitating travel to and 
from the east. Improvements include widening of the existing two-lane IL 47 from Old Oaks 
Road to Green Road.   

e. Project Length: The IL 47 realignment and widening is 2.2 miles from Old Oaks Road to Green 
Road. The Interchange Improvements are 0.5 miles on either side of IL 47.  

f. NEPA Class of Action:  Environmental Assessment 

g. NEPA Purpose and Need:  The purpose of the proposed action is to improve system linkage 
and accommodate land use and economic development for IL 47 and I-88 from the north 
entrance of Waubonssee College at the south end of the project to Green Road at the north 
end. 

h. Project Status: The Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) is nearing completion 
of the preliminary engineering and environmental study. The anticipated design approval is 
December 2017. The project is partially funded in the Departments FY 2018-2023 Proposed 
Highway Improvement Program and requires additional local cost participation to advance 
beyond Phase I.  

2. Section 4(f) Resources 
a. Resource Type:  Public park 

b. Resource Name:  Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve 

c. Official with Jurisdiction (OWJ):  Forest Preserve District of Kane County, 1996 South Kirk 
Road, Suite 320, Geneva, IL 60134, 630-232-5980 
 

d. Resource Role / Significance: The Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve is 402 
acres. Recreational activities include picnic areas, hiking, and bike/nature trails totaling 2.89 
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miles. It should be noted that Kane County Forest Preserve purchased the portion of the 
Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve east of IL 47 from Waubonsee Community 
College on August 9, 2012. As part of the Special Warranty Deed, a 60 foot strip was planned 
to be purchased by the Department at a fair market value if IL 47 was ever widened. A copy 
of the deed is provided in Appendix C, which was obtained from Kane County and confirmed 
by the Official with Jurisdiction (OWJ).  

 
Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm is part of the Bliss Woods-Waubonsee College Forest 
Preserve. Portions of the Bliss Woods-Waubonsee College Forest Preserve were purchased 
using Open Space Land Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) and Land and Water 
Conservation (LAWCON) funds. Portions of the Hannaford/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve did 
utilize these funds; however, Kane County Forest Preserve has confirmed that the parcels 
bordering both east and west of IL 47 did not utilize these funds. A map showing the border 
of the OSLAD/LAWCON funds is included in Appendix D. 

3. Description of Intended Section 4(f) Resource Use 
a. Type and Area of Impacts:  The amount of property impacted by this project is approximately 

1.74 acres from the Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve.  A total of 0.22 acres on 
the west side of IL 47 and 1.52 acres on the east side of IL 47.   1.51 acres on the east side are 
within the 60 foot strip of land planned for transportation purposes, and 0.01 acres are 
outside of that 60 foot strip.  After removing the acreage of land that is planned for 
transportation purposes, this project is anticipated to impact 0.23 acres from the Hannaford 
Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve. 

b. Existing Function of the Impacted Area: The area being impacted is a wooded area with no 
designated trails or recreational areas. It also includes portions of Blackberry Creek and its 
associated wetlands and floodplains. Impacts to the waters and floodplains will be mitigated 
through appropriate permits. 

c. Description of the Relationship of the Area Impacted to the Function and Significance of the 
Resource:  The functionality of the forest preserve will not be affected by the proposed 
improvements. There are no trails or designated facilities in the area of the proposed 
improvements. The addition of a multi-use path on the east side of IL 47 will allow the 
Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve to be connected with the Virgil Gilman Trail 
to the south and potentially the Anderson Road Trail to the north. 
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4. Description of the Efforts to Avoid, Minimize, and 
Mitigate or Enhance the Resource 
a. Efforts have been made to avoid, minimize and mitigate right-of-way needs within the Forest 

Preserve. The Forest Preserve is located on both sides of IL 47, resulting in Forest Preserve 
impacts when widened to either the east or the west. A new roadway alignment was created 
as an avoidance alternative. This alternative shifted the alignment to the west at Old Oaks 
Road and merges back on the existing alignment south of the I-88 interchange. This 
alternative was studied, but resulted in high numbers of environmental impacts and 
residential displacements, making it an unfeasible alternative.  
 

In order to minimize impacts, the median will be reduced from 30 foot to 18 foot through the 
forest preserve and the road will be widened on existing alignment through the Forest 
Preserve. A 60 foot strip of land has been planned on the east side of the existing roadway 
within the Forest Preserve for transportation purposes. Additional right-of-way is required to 
provide compensatory storage for the floodplain impacts in Blackberry Creek. 

b. A wildlife crossing will be incorporated into the design of the replacement structure over 
Blackberry Creek. This will reduce the potential of vehicle/wildlife conflicts and allow wildlife 
movement to both sides of the Forest Preserve. The replacement bridge will incorporate a 20 
foot wide shelf with at least 9 feet of vertical clearance from the bottom of the structure. The 
shelf elevation would be at least two feet above ordinary high water in order to facilitate a 
dry crossing except during infrequent events.  This crossing can also be used as a shared use 
path in the future. 



 
 
 

Section 4(f) De Minimis Documentation 
For IL 47 / I-88 Interchange and IL 47 Widening 

Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve 
5S002 Merrill Road 

Sugar Grove, IL 60554 
 

4 
 

5. Evidence of Opportunity for Public Review and 
Comment 

 The public was afforded the opportunity to review and comment on the Section 4(f) impacts on 
the Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve during a Public Hearing held on December 
14, 2017, and a public comment period held from November 30, 2017 through January 19, 2018.  
One public comment regarding the Section 4(f) property was received. Copies of the 
advertisement notices, public hearing summary and Section 4(f) comments are found in Appendix 
A.  

6. Evidence of Coordination with Official(s) with 
Jurisdiction 
a. September 13, 2016: Initial coordination meeting and project introduction with the 

Department and Forest Preserve District of Kane County (Appendix B). 
 

b. June 15, 2017:  Meeting with Forest Preserve District of Kane County to provide update on 
the project, present the Preferred Alternative and discuss associated impacts to the 
Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve (Appendix B). 

7. Supporting Documentation 
a. Project Location Map ................................................................................................Appendix D 
b. Kane County Forest Preserve LAWCON / OSLAD Fund Properties ...........................Appendix D 
c. Section 4(f) Property with Impacts............................................................................Appendix D 
d. Aerial Photo ...............................................................................................................Appendix D 
e. Photographs of Resource .......................................................................................... Appendix E 
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Sugar Grove Parkway (IL 47) Interchange 
at the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88) 

Improvement Study 

Public Information Meeting #1 
Short Summary 

General Information 
The first public information meeting for the Sugar Grove Parkway (IL 47) Interchange at the Reagan Memorial 
Tollway (I-88) was held on Wednesday, July 29, 2015 at the Academic and Professional Center (APC) Event Room 
at Waubonsee Community College, Route 47 at Waubonsee Drive, Sugar Grove, IL 60554, from 4:00 PM to 7:00 
PM, and the meeting was conducted in an open house format. 

There were two rooms, one which contained a continuous audio-visual presentation that described the project, 
outlined the study process, provided a background and history, provided some information regarding the existing 
conditions, and described the opportunities for stakeholder involvement.  The second room contained 
information, comment forms, and project study representatives.  Information in the second room included boards 
and strip maps.  The boards included information regarding the existing access along I-88, the limits of the project 
study, land use plans, existing and projected no-build traffic volumes, crash locations and statistics, and the project 
study timeline.  Attendees were provided an opportunity to speak with representatives from the Village of Sugar 
Grove, IDOT, and the Illinois Tollway.  The meeting was attended by one hundred and three (103) people. 
Seventeen (17) comment forms were received.  Four (4) Community Advisory Group applications were received. 

Attendees 
Public Officials 
The following public officials were in attendance: 

• Beth Goncher on behalf of U.S. Congressman Hultgren (14th District)
• Jim Oberweis, Illinois State Senate (25th District)
• Sean Michels, President, Village of Sugar Grove
• Dave Anderson, President, Village of Elburn
• Tom Rowe, Sugar Grove Township Supervisor
• Fred Dornback, Blackberry Township Supervisor
• Rod Feece, Blackberry Township Highway Commissioner

CAG Members 
The following representatives from the initial stakeholder meetings were in attendance (all have applied to be 
on CAG): 

• Tom Rowe, Sugar Grove Township Supervisor
• Fred Dornback, Blackberry Township Supervisor
• Rod Feece, Blackberry Township Highway Commissioner
• Dan Larsen, Waubonsee Community College

Businesses 
No businesses were represented.  The area is generally agriculture and residential.  Jennifer Cowan attended on 
behalf of Crown Community Development (CCD). 
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Other Agencies/Organizations 
Additional agencies/organizations represented included: 

• Chief Pat Rollins, Sugar Grove Police Department 
• Assistant Chief Wayne Parson, Sugar Grove Fire Protection District 
• Craig Hanson, Elburn Fire Department 
• Michelle Piotrowski, EEI (EEI is Village Engineer) 
• Julie Ann Fuchs, Kaneland CUSD 302 
• Dan Larsen, Waubonsee Community College 
• Walter Magdziarz, Development Director, Village of Sugar Grove 

Comments 
Seventeen (17) comment forms were received and fifteen (15) comments were posted on strip maps at the 
areas of concern.  The topics include the following: 

General 
• Concerns about stormwater runoff from the roadways and protecting the water quality of the 

watershed. 
• Consider Prairie plantings to eliminate or minimize mowing maintenance. 
• Consider including a representative from Kane DuPage Soil and Water Conservation District on the CAG 
• Concerns about Village land use plan for commercial on their property (agricultural with homestead) 
• Do not zone southwest quadrant of interchange for commercial.  Don’t want a gas station there. 
• Can commercial be limited to very light industry at Northwest quadrant of interchange.  Limit 

warehouses with multiple truck bays. 
• People were helpful and informative 

Interchange/I-88 
• Interchange needed for Community Development 
• Investigate cloverleaf interchange type 
• Opposed to eastbound access 
• Existing emergency turnaround located one mile west of IL 47.  Consider an emergency turnaround near 

Bliss Road for emergency services (half way between IL 47 and IL 56). 

Illinois Route 47 
• Concerns about Traffic (safety/capacity) at the intersection of IL 47 and Finley Road in relationship to 

proximity of interchange 
• Don’t remove Finley Road access to IL 47 
• Need Safer access to residential areas 
• Concern about finding gaps in traffic to enter IL 47 (side-street LOS) 
• Consider channelization of intersections 
• Consider traffic signals at intersections 
• Consider moving IL 47 to the east away from the residential land uses 
• Consider straightening of horizontal curve of IL 47 to improve safety 
• Concern about noise impacts, Consider noise abatement for existing surrounding residential areas 
• Consider replacement narrow aggregate shoulders with wider paved shoulders 
• Safety concerns with vehicles potentially leaving roadway and entering yards and houses 
• Sight Distance (safety) concerns at intersection of Scott Road and IL 47 
• Need widened from 2-lane to 4-lane highway 
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Sugar Grove Parkway (IL 47) Interchange 
at the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88) 

Improvement Study 

Public Information Meeting #2 
Short Summary 

General Information 
The second public information meeting for the Sugar Grove Parkway (IL 47) Interchange at the Reagan Memorial 

Tollway (I-88) was held on Tuesday, May 3, 2016 at the Academic and Professional Center (APC) Event Room at 

Waubonsee Community College, Route 47 at Waubonsee Drive, Sugar Grove, IL 60554, from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 

The meeting was conducted in an open house format. 

There were two rooms, one which contained a continuous audio-visual presentation that described the project 

summary, provided the study process and schedule, reviewed the purpose and need, and described development 

of project alternatives.  The second room contained information, comment forms, and the project study 

representatives.  Information in the second room included boards, binders and strip maps.  The boards included: 

information regarding the existing access along I-88, the limits of the project study, the purpose and need 

information, the public involvement process, environmental study overview, existing and projected no-build 

traffic volumes, existing level of service, crash locations and statistics, the community advisory group summary to 

date, and the project study timeline.  The binders and strip maps included the project location, the CAG 

interchange alternative sketches, and the range of interchange alternatives.  Attendees were provided an 

opportunity to speak with representatives from the Village of Sugar Grove, IDOT, Kane County, and the Illinois 

Tollway.  The meeting was attended by fifty-eight (58) people.  Eleven (11) comment forms were received. 

Attendees 

Public Officials 
The following public officials were in attendance: 

 Ben Marcum on behalf of Illinois State Representative Wheeler (50th District)

 Sean Michels, President, Village of Sugar Grove

 Rod Feece, Blackberry Township Highway Commissioner

Other Agencies/Organizations 
Additional agencies/organizations represented included: 

 Jim Michels, Blackberry Township

 Assistant Chief Wayne Parson, Sugar Grove Fire Protection District

 Michelle Piotrowski, EEI (EEI is Village Engineer)

 Dan Lobbes, The Conservation Foundation

 Daniel Olsem, Crown Community Development

Businesses 
No businesses were represented.  The area is generally agriculture and residential.  

Media 
The following Media were represented: 

 Doug Michaels, WSPYnews.com
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CAG Members 
The following CAG members were in attendance: 

 Wayne Parson, Sugar Grove Fire Protection District 

 Rod Feece, Blackberry Township 

 Dan Lobbes, The Conservation Foundation 

 Daniel Olsem, Crown Community Development 

 Dorothy Carlson, Resident 

 Leroy Karp, Resident 

 David Livengood, Resident 

 Christopher Kruse, Resident 

Comments 
Eleven (11) comment forms and one (1) email comment were received. Twenty-one (21) comments were posted 

on strip maps at the areas of concern.  The topics include the following: 

General 

 Request to build soon as possible for economic development. 

 Concern about ending the study at Green Road and preferably should be to Main Street. 

Interchange Alternatives 

 Indirect interchange access alternatives not preferred. 

 Prefer new interchange moved east and existing IL-47 to remain. 

 Consider option to keep existing interchange and widening to a diamond configuration with added 

ramps. 

 Diverging Diamond Interchange preferred and works. 

 Conventional Diamond Interchange seems simple and clean. 

 Single Point Urban Interchange seems reasonable but question of cost effectiveness. 

 Roundabout option not preferred and seems complicated. 

Illinois Route 47 Alignment Alternatives 

 Moving new interchange east and keeping existing IL-47 to remain is the most preferred option among 

all re-alignment alternatives. 

 Prefer keeping existing IL-47 and existing bridge for local access. 

 Like the idea of a frontage road with the re-alignment. 

 Concern over the need for a noise barrier wall if IL-47 is to be widened. 

 Keep Finley Road access to both north and south to IL-47. 

 Prefer to have a turning and by-pass lane for IL-47. 
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March 28, 2017 

Appendix A



1 of 3 

Sugar Grove Parkway (IL 47) Interchange 
at the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88) 

Improvement Study 

Public Information Meeting #3 
Short Summary 

 

General Information 

The third public meeting for the Sugar Grove Parkway (IL 47) Interchange at the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88) 
was held on Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at the Academic and Professional Center (APC) Event Room at Waubonsee 
Community College, IL Route 47 at Waubonsee Drive, Sugar Grove, IL 60554, from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. The 
meeting was conducted in an open house format. 

Attendees signed in and a brochure unique to public meeting 3 was provided.  There were two rooms for 
attendees to learn more about the project.  One room contained a continuous audio-visual presentation that 
described the project summary, provided the study process and schedule, outlined the alternative screening 
process, and described the alternatives carried forward.  The second room contained more detailed information, 
comment forms, and project study team representatives.  Information in the second room included exhibit 
boards and roll plot maps.   

The exhibit boards generally included: the limits of the project study; the purpose and need for the project; the 
public involvement process and schedule; an environmental study overview; traffic volumes and projections; 
capacity analysis results, crash locations and statistics; the alternatives evaluation, screening process and results; 
and the alternatives to be carried forward.   

Roll plot maps included plan layouts of the IL 47 and I-88 alternatives carried forward which identified impacts. 

Attendees were provided an opportunity to speak with representatives from the Village of Sugar Grove, The 
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), Kane County, and the Illinois Tollway.  The meeting was attended 
by ninety-nine (99) people.  Sixteen (16) comment forms were received at the meeting. 

Attendees 
Public Officials 
The following public officials were in attendance: 

• Drew Frasz, Kane County Board District-18
• Fred Dornback, Blackberry Township Supervisor
• Tom Rowe, Sugar Grove Township Supervisor
• Rod Feece, Blackberry Township Highway Commissioner

Other Agencies/Organizations 
Additional agencies/organizations attending included: 

• Jim Michels, Blackberry Township
• Assistant Chief Wayne Parson, Sugar Grove Fire Protection District
• Sergeant Korey Wallace, Kane County Sheriff’s Office
• Craig Hanson, Elburn Fire Department
• Tom Reynolds, Elburn Fire Department
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• Mike Anderson, Elburn Fire Department 
• Lisa Engberg, Elburn Fire Department 
• Leroy Herra, Elburn Fire Department 
• David Burroughs, EEI (EEI is Village Engineer) 
• Matthew Stegeman, Pace Suburban Bus 
• Marvin Bailey, Crown Community Development 
• Randy Mapes, Waubonsee Community College 

Businesses 
No businesses were represented.  The area is generally agriculture and residential.   

Media 
No media were represented. 

CAG Members 
The following CAG members were in attendance: 

• Walter Magdziarz, Village of Sugar Grove 
• Wayne Parson, Sugar Grove Fire Protection District 
• Patrick Knapp, Kane Kendall Council of Mayors 
• Tom Rowe, Sugar Grove Township 
• Fred Dornback, Blackberry Township 
• Rod Feece, Blackberry Township 
• Jennifer Becker, Kane County DOT/Kane Kendall Council of Mayors 
• Marvin Bailey, Crown Community Development 
• Leroy Karp, Resident 
• Kathryn Kruse representing Christopher Kruse, Resident 
• Brenda Ross, Resident 
• Christopher Stepnoski, Resident 
• John Stepnoski, Resident 

Comments 
Sixteen (16) comment forms were received at the meeting.   Comments can continue to be submitted and 
included in the public meeting record until April 11, 2017.  The topics include the following: 

General 
• Want a decision quickly and to build ASAP 
• Concerns regarding a decrease in home value and to accommodate existing residents 
• Prefer to do all the improvements at one time and don’t come back with future improvements 
• Would like to have seen a timeline for each build alternative. 

Interchange 
• Preference for the No-Build Alternative 
• Preference for Alternative I-1 Conventional Diamond Interchange 
• Preferences for and against Alternative I-2 Conventional Diamond Interchange with Roundabout 

Intersections 
• Preferences for and against Alternative I-3 Diverging Diamond Interchange 
• Preferences for Alternative I-4 Partial Cloverleaf Interchange 
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Illinois Route 47 
• Preference for No-Build Alternative 
• Preferences for Alternative M-2C 
• Preferences for Alternative M-3 which was shown as eliminated 
• Concerns regarding Finley Road restricted access and the conceptual U-turn mitigation proposed 
• Concerns regarding traffic volumes, noise pollution, and impacts to residents and property 
• Concerns regarding access consolidation impacts and safely accessing IL 47 from side street 
• Concerns regarding septic field proximity to the ROW 
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Sugar Grove Parkway (IL 47) Interchange 
at the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88) 

Improvement Study 
 

Public Hearing 
Short Summary 

Prepared 12/15/2017  

General Information 

The public hearing for the Sugar Grove Parkway (IL 47) Interchange at the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88) was 
held on Thursday, December 14, 2017 at the Academic and Professional Center (APC) Event Room at 
Waubonsee Community College, IL Route 47 at Waubonsee Drive, Sugar Grove, IL 60554, from 4:00 PM to 7:00 
PM. The meeting was conducted in an open house format.  A public forum was held from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 

Attendees signed in and a brochure was provided.  There were two rooms for attendees to learn more about the 
project.  One room contained a continuous audio-visual presentation that described the project summary, 
provided the study process and schedule, outlined the alternative screening process, and described the 
alternatives carried forward.  The second room contained more detailed information, comment forms, and 
project study team representatives.  Information in the second room included exhibit boards and roll plot maps.  
A third room was utilized for the public forum.  A court reporter for verbal comments was available in the 
second room from 4:00-6:00 PM and recorded verbal comments at the public form from 6:00-7:00 PM. 

The purpose of the meeting was to attain public input on the project study including the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and the impacts to the Section 4(f)  Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve (Kane 
County Forest Preserve). 

Attendees were provided an opportunity to speak with representatives from the Village of Sugar Grove, The 
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), Kane County, and the Illinois Tollway.  The meeting was attended 
by ninety-eight (98) people.   

Attendees 
Public Officials 
The following public officials were in attendance: 

• State Representative, Bob Pritchard 
• Sean Michels, Village of Sugar Grove 
• Fred Dornback, Blackberry Township Supervisor 
• John Larkin, Kaneville Trustee and Kaneville Fire Protection District 
• John Nevenhoven, Village of Elburn 
• Bill Grabarsk, Village of Elburn 
• Tom Rowe, Sugar Grove Township Supervisor 
• Jim Michels, Blackberry Township 
• Rod Feece, Blackberry Township Highway Commissioner 

Media 
Chris Walker, Kane County Chronicle  
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Other Agencies/Organizations 
Additional agencies/organizations attending included: 

• Art Nicholas, CMAP 
• Jason Wald, Pace Bus 
• Pat Rollins, Sugar Grove Police Department 
• Assistant Chief Wayne Parson, Sugar Grove Fire Protection District 
• Walter Magdziarz, Village of Sugar Grove 
• Gary Kecskes Sugar Grove Economic Development Corporation 
• Tom Reynolds, Elburn and Countryside Fire Protection District 
• Lisa Enberg, Elburn and Countryside Fire Protection District 
• Joe, Cluchey Elburn and Countryside Fire Protection District 
• Pete Adams, Waubonsee Community College 
• Dave Sigmund, Kaneville Fire Protection District 
• Todd Leden, Kaneland School District 302 

Businesses 
Jennifer Cowan from Crown Community Development presented a letter to the Tollway for the hearing record 
regarding access control on IL 47 from the interchange to Seavey Road. 

Comments 
Fourteen (14) comment forms were received at the meeting.   Comments can continue to be submitted and 
included in the public meeting record until January 19, 2018.  There were approximately ten (10) comments 
given at the public forum.  The topics include the following: 

General Support or Opposition to Preferred Alternative 
• Support Project due to Travel Time Savings and Reduces IL 47 congestion 
• Support for the No-Build Alternative 
• Like the improvements to IL 47 north of the interchange 

Schedule/Implementation 
• Build the improvements soon 
• Safety concerns regarding the interchange moving forward and the IL 47 project being delayed 
• Desire the interim improvement to the interchange extend on IL 47 to the proposed U-turn 

Safety 
• Safety concerns regarding traffic control devices at Local Street Intersections with IL 47 
• Safety concerns regarding the speed of truck traffic on hills; wanting right turn lanes 
• Safety concerns regarding the location of the bike path on the IL 47 bridge over I-88 

Access and Other 
• Want more access to IL 47 from adjacent land use 
• Do not want Finley Road access restricted to IL 47 
• Want to Realign Merill Road to align with opposing cross street 
• Want Emergency Vehicle Accommodations at Finley to access interchange 
• Want Emergency Vehicle Access to Restricted Access Side Streets 
• Want Emergency Vehicle Accommodations at U-Turn 
• Desires to restrict adjacent land uses and development 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Village of Sugar Grove (Village) in partnership with Kane County,
the Illinois Department  of Transportation and the Illinois Tollway will
host  a public hearing regarding potential improvements to the Illinois
47  (Sugar  Grove Parkway) interchange with  Interstate 88  (Reagan
Memorial Tollway) in Kane County.

Date:        Thursday, Dec. 14, 2017
Time:        4-7 p.m.
Location:   Waubonsee Community College
                 Academic and Professional Center

Event Room (use North Entrance)
Illinois 47 at Waubonsee Drive
Sugar Grove, IL 60554

The purpose of the hearing is to obtain public input on the preferred
alternative,  Environmental  Assessment  (EA),  and  the  Section  4(f)
document. The Environmental Assessment documents the purpose and
need  of  the  proposed project,  alternatives  considered,  the  preferred
alternative,  anticipated environmental  impacts,  project  benefits,  and
potential  mitigation  measures.  Section  4(f)  requires  consideration  of
publicly-owned  parks  and  recreation  areas  in  transportation  project
development.  The  Section  4(f)  document  identifies  impacts  to  the
Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest  Preserve and efforts to  avoid,
minimize and mitigate or enhance the resource.

Interested persons may attend anytime between 4 and 7 p.m. Exhibits
will  be on display,  and an audio-visual presentation will be shown
continuously during the hearing. Project team members will be present
to discuss the project and answer questions. A public forum will begin
at 6 p.m., where the public will be invited to make a statement to a
court reporter to be included in the official record of the project.  

The EA has been completed and will be presented at the public hearing.
The EA will be available for public review and comment on the project
website  at  www.sugargroveinterchange.org, at  the  Sugar  Grove
Village Hall, the Sugar Grove Public Library, and at the IDOT District 1
office  at  201  W.  Center  Court  in  Schaumburg.  Comments  will  be
accepted through Friday, Jan. 19, 2018.

This  hearing  will  be  accessible  to  people  with  disabilities.  Anyone
needing special  assistance should  contact  Peter  Johnston at  (773)
399-0112. Persons planning to attend who will need a sign language
interpreter  or  other  similar  accommodations  should  notify  the
department's  TTY/TTD number  (800)  526-0844/or  711;  TTY users
(Spanish) (800) 501-0864/or 711; and Telebraille (877) 526-6670
at least five (5) days prior to the meeting.

(Published in the Kane County Chronicle on December 7, 2017)



Sugar Grove Parkway - Open House Comments
December 14, 2017

630.653.1622
County Court Reporters, Inc.

3

1 and forth to the hospital going through there.  Just a 

2 single lane, an emergency access is all we need.  

3 Nothing special.  

4     No. 4.   .  I'm the Community 

5 Development Director for the Village of Sugar Grove.  

6 Being responsible for cultivating economic development 

7 in Sugar Grove I understand the limitations of proximity 

8 and limited access that this area of Sugar Grove 

9 possesses.  The proposed interchange at Illinois 47 

10 widening project is a needed public investment.  The 

11 recommended interchange improvement will stimulate the 

12 local economy by providing access to the tollway for 

13 land that is inaccessible to the market trade area.  It 

14 will also increase public travel convenience, 

15 particularly for the population to the north, as it will 

16 permit Illinois 47 to provide direct access to eastbound 

17 I88.  The recommendations for widening Illinois 47 in 

18 the study area will improve safety along the highway 

19 which has implications for economic development as well.  

20 I support the recommendations for minimizing the road 

21 widening impact on forest preserve lanes along Illinois 

22 47 as well as the accommodation of pedestrian bicycle 

23 transportation in the corridor.  The recommendations for 

24 the interchange are consistent with the Sugar Grove 



Sugar Grove Parkway - Open House Comments
December 14, 2017

630.653.1622
County Court Reporters, Inc.

4

1 conference and plan, the transportation plan and the 

2 future land use plan.  

3     No.5.  .  To increase the impact area 

4 north of Green Road to include Willow Creek Drive and to 

5 add a turn lane off of 47 onto Willow Creek Drive due to 

6 accidents and traffic flow, I mean, basically backing up 

7 traffic and we already have accident problems turning 

8 into Willow Creek Drive off of 47 and we fear with the 

9 increase of traffic flow and the impact area not 

10 including Willow Creek Drive that there's going to be 

11 more accidents.  So the lanes cut down just before Green 

12 Road on the plan and it goes back to a single lane road 

13 right at Willow Creek Drive.  

14                   (Which were all the open house

15                    public comments.)

16     

17     

18     

19     

20     

21     

22     

23     

24     
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For IL 47 / I-88 Interchange and IL 47 Widening 

Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve 
5S002 Merrill Road 
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Meeting Minutes 

Status: Draft 
 

Illinois Route 47 @ I-88 Interchange 

Potential Impacts to Hannaford Woods – Nickels Farm Forest Preserve 

September 13, 2016, 11:00 am 

Meeting Location:  Forest Preserve District of Kane County 

Geneva, IL 

 (Attendance Roster is included as a separate file) 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the potential improvement and widening of Illinois Route 

47 and any associated impact to the Hannaford Woods – Nickels Farm Forest Preserve.  A potential 

location of a shared use path was also discussed. 

 

Introductions 

The attendees introduced themselves. 

 

Project Scope 

The project scope was discussed. The project team is approximately 50% complete with the 

Phase I report. Final approval of the Phase I report is anticipated in December 2017. A project 

Location Map was distributed. 

 

Input from Forest Preserve: 

 J. Culp indicated that the Forest Preserve is interested in a shared use path along Route 47 

extending to the north over I-88. This would help in linking paths both north and south of I-88. There 

was discussion regarding which side of the road the path would be preferred. IDOT and the Forest 

Preserve were both favoring the east side of IL 47 with crossings at Main Street (north of project limit) 

and Old Oaks Drive/College Drive. 

 There was discussion on whether any LAWCON or OSLAD funds have been used for the 

development of the Hannaford Woods – Nickel Farms Forest Preserve. A related exhibit was produced 

and provided to IDOT. The exhibit indicates that these funds were not used for the land that is adjacent 

to Route 47. Therefore, any widening of Route 47 would not be restricted by any requirements of these 

funding mechanisms. Action Item: J. Culp to provide Grant language for transfer of land from 

Waubonsee Community College to the Forest Preserve. 
 J. Culp indicated that the Forest Preserve property on the west side of Route 47 is a low area 

which is frequently saturated. There is currently no access to this portion of the preserve. If access is 

installed later, it will not be off of IL 47. 

 J. Culp asked that the project team contact Ken Anderson of Kane Co. with regard to prior 

hydraulic studies along Blackberry Creek. A concern was raised whether any modifications to the 

Route 47 bridge over Blackberry Creek would exacerbate flooding that has occurred downstream of 

the bridge in the past. An Existing Drainage Plan is being developed which will highlight any sensitive 

outlets on the project. 

 The existing trail that was identified by the project team on the east side of Route 47 is likely 

for maintenance purposes and not a designated trail per the Forest Preserve. 

 J. Culp will investigate Forest Preserve records for the presence of any threatened or 

endangered species. Action Item: J. Culp to provide any record of threatened or endangered 

species. 
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A 60’ strip of land adjacent and east of Route 47 is reserved for subsequent purchase by IDOT 

if Route 47 is widened. The Forest Preserve did not indicate a preference of fee simple vs. permanent 

easement. The form of purchase would be worked out in negotiations. There are no restrictions on the 

Forest Preserve property to the west of Route 47, so any subsequent purchase for widening should not 

be an issue. The project team is reviewing options for minimizing impact to Forest Preserve land when 

widening thru this area. 

The Forest Preserve is unlikely to request access to their property directly from Route 47. 

Input from IDOT: 

IDOT indicated that local meetings would be held to discuss any flooding and drainage issues 

associated with the project. 

IDOT asked J. Culp to send Grant language for transfer of land from Waubonsee Community 

College to the Forest Preserve. 

IDOT indicated that best management practices (BMPs) will be used to protect the water 

quality of Blackberry Creek; however, right of way may be required on forest preserve property in 

order to implement these BMPs. 

Adjourn 

Prepared by: Peter Johnston. I may be contacted by telephone at (773) 399-5443, facsimile at (773) 399-0170 or by e-mail at peter.johnston@graef-
usa.com.  Please notify the author of the minutes of any corrections and/or clarifications within three (3) business days.  If no comments are made within 

this time frame, these minutes are assumed accurate.
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Meeting Minutes 

Status:  Final 
 

Illinois Route 47 @ I-88 Interchange 

Preferred Alternative 

Hannaford Woods – Nickels Farm Forest Preserve 

June 15, 2017, 9:00 am 

Meeting Location:  Forest Preserve District of Kane County 

Geneva, IL 

 (Attendance Roster is included as a separate file) 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the Preferred Alternative and associated impacts to the 

Hannaford Woods – Nickels Farm Forest Preserve (FP).  A potential location of a shared use path was 

also discussed. 

 

Introductions 

The attendees introduced themselves.  Steve Schilke discussed the overall schedule for the 

project. 

 

Project Overview 

The project scope was discussed.  Preferred Alternatives along IL 47 (M-2C) and at the I-88 

Interchange (I-4: Parclo) were reviewed. 

 

IL 47 Adjacent to Hannaford Woods: 

 The proposed IL 47 cross section adjacent to Hannaford Woods was reviewed. The profile of 

IL 47 in this area would need to be raised approximately 3.3’ in order to account for a wildlife 

crossing/future shared use path with 9’ vertical clearance under the Blackberry Creek Bridge. J. Culp 

indicated that a 10’ clearance may be necessary beneath the bridge when applying for CMAQ funding.  

The Project Team will look further into the potential raised clearance and the requirements for 

clearance for a shared use path.   

 J. Culp indicated that the FP would be interested in a shared use path to be included in the 

Phase I instead of converting the wildlife crossing in the future to a path.  The FP is concerned with 

Army Corps permitting issues to convert to a path after the IL 47 improvement occurs.  The FP also 

indicated they would like the Project Team to look into possible trail connections to the path along IL 

47 and include the additional impacts in our Phase I study.  The Project Team will investigate the 

clearance requirement further and look into concept trail connections. 

 There was some discussion regarding which side the shared use path would be located under 

the Blackberry Creek Bridge.  Subsequent to the meeting, IDOT requested that the path stay on the 

north side of the Creek with a wildlife crossing for small mammals next to it and a shelf be added on 

the south side of the creek for large mammals to pass under the bridge. 

 Best Management Practices (BMP’s) are being considered at Blackberry Creek and Tributary C 

and will need to be constructed outside wetland limits, but they may impact FP ROW. 

 Exhibits from the draft 4(f) document were handed out. The FP ROW impact is generally a 60’ 

take required on the east side of IL 47 and nominally 50’ required on the west side of IL 47. The take 

on the east side is approximately the same as the 60’ strip that was identified in the Special Warranty 

Deed previously negotiated between the FP and IDOT. Approximately 0.5 acre of FP take on the west 

side of IL 47 has been identified as necessary in order to complete the IL 47 widening and replace the 

Blackberry Creek bridge.  
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 .  The Forest Preserve agreed that the land acquisitions are proper and do not take away the 

attributes inherent in the forest preserve.  They therefore indicated they would likely sign after 

reviewing the final document.  J. Culp wasn’t sure if the document needs to be presented to the board, 

but said he will follow up. 

 

Schedule 

 It is anticipated that BMP’s and geometry will be conceptually complete by August or 

September of this year.  A Public Hearing would be scheduled near the end of the year. After the 

Public Hearing comment period is closed, a concurrence letter and 4(f) document will be sent to the FP 

for concurrence.  

 

Action Items:  

 J. Culp to provide information regarding the 10’ vertical clearance requirement. 

 IDOT to provide wildlife crossing standard, wildlife crossing example plan, and example 

4(f) letter to FP. 

 

  

Adjourn 

 

 

 
Prepared by: Peter Johnston. I may be contacted by telephone at (773) 399-5443, facsimile at (773) 399-0170 or by e-mail at peter.johnston@graef-

usa.com.  Please notify the author of the minutes of any corrections and/or clarifications within three (3) business days.  If no comments are made within 
this time frame, these minutes are assumed accurate. 
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Attendance Roster 
Bureau of Programming 

 
 
Project / Topic: IL 47 at I-88 | FPDKC Discussion 
 
Date: June 15, 2017 Time: 9:00 AM 
Location: FPDKC Address: 1996 S. Kirk Rd. Geneva IL 60134 
 
 Name 

(Please Print) 
Representing Phone Number Email Address 

1 Steve Schilke IDOT-
Programming 

(847) 705-4125 Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov 

2 Corey Smith IDOT-
Programming 

(847) 705-4103 Corey.Smith@illinois.gov 

3 Kyle Bochte IDOT-
Programming 

(847) 705-4088 Kyle.Bochte@illinois.gov 

4 Tony Speciale Sugar Grove (630) 466-7508 Aspeciale@sugar-grove.il.us 

5 Pete Johnston GRAEF (773) 399-5443 Peter.Johnston@graef-usa.com 

6 Elizabeth Serdynski Quigg (863) 422-5517 ESerdynski@QuiggEngineering.com 

7 Jerry Culp FPDKC (630) 232-5980 CulpGerald@Kaneforest.com 

8     

9     

10     

11     

12     

13     

14     
15     
16     
17     
18     
19     
20     
21     
22     
23     
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Section 4(f) De Minimis Documentation 
For IL 47 / I-88 Interchange and IL 47 Widening 

Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve 
5S002 Merrill Road 

Sugar Grove, IL 60554 
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Instrument prepared by: 

Rachel K. Robert 
Day & Robert, P.C. 
300 East 5th Avenue - Suite 365 
Naperville, lllinois 60563 

After recording mail to: 

Rachel K. Robe11 
Day & Robert, P.C. 
300 East 5th Avenue - Suite 365 
Naperville, Illinois 60563 

1111111111111111 

2012K052B18 
SANDY WEGMAN 

RECORDER - KANE COUNTY. IL 

RECORDED: 8/9/2012 3:0& PA 
REC FEE: 3~.00 IHlPS FEE: 18.00 

PASES: 6 

SPECIAL WARRANTY DEED 
Illinois Statutory \/, 

The Grantor, COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT NO.~ 5 OWN AS BOARD OF 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT NO. 516, 0 0 S BOARD OF JUNIOR 
COLLEGE DISTRICT 516, KANE, KEND ~ , LASALLE AND WILL 
COUINTIES, ILUNOIS ALSO KNOWN AS Wi J IOR COLLEGE DISTRICT 
5 I 6, an Illinois community eollege organized x1 n u er the laws of the State of Illinois, 
having its principal address at Route 47 at a e D 'y , Sugar Grove, Illinois 60544 for 
and in consideration of Ten Dollars ($10.00), d he o d and valuable considerations in hand 
paid, does hereby REMISE, RELEASE, ALIE VEY unto the FOREST PRESERVE 
DISTRICT OF KANE COUNTY, a forest res v rict and municipal corporation organized 
and existing under the laws of the State o~ · s, aving its principal address at 1996 South 
Kirk Road, Suite 320, Geneva, Illinois 0 4 ll interest in the following described real estate 
situated in the County of Kane, in th t o i ois, to wit: 

Legal description attached 

Subject to: (a) covena s, co it n a d restrictions of record that do not restrict the receiving 
party's intended use rea es ate; (b) private, public and utility easements of record and 
roads and highways, if a ; ) g n ral real estate taxes not yet due and payable as of the closing; 
(d) rights of adjoining ow rs o e uninterrupted flow of any stream which may cross the land; 
(e) rights of way for draina iles, ditches, feeders and laterals, if any; and (f) the possible 
subsequent purchase by the Illinois Department of Transportation at its then fair market value of 
a 60 foot wide strip along the westerly boundary of the 13.374 acre parcel as it is within the area 
of a planned widening for Illinois Route 4 7. 

To Have and to Hold the said premises as above described, with the appurtenances, unto the 
Grantee, forever. 

0VJ( 
Chicago Title Insurance Company 
1795 West State Street 
Geneva, IL 60134 
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For IL 47 / I-88 Interchange and Widening 
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Section 4(f) De Minimis Documentation 
For IL 47 / I-88 Interchange and Widening 

Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve 
5S002 Merrill Road 

Sugar Grove, IL 60554 

Photo 1: Looking northeast at Old Oaks Road. Photo 2: Looking east from IL 47. 

Photo 3: Looking northeast at Blackberry 

Creek. 

Photo 4: Looking west at Blackberry Creek. 
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From: Bochte, Kyle
To: Johnston, Peter
Cc: Smith, Corey J.; Schilke, Steven E; Elizabeth Serdynski
Subject: FW: [External] RE: IL 47 at I-88 | De Minimis Concurrence
Date: Monday, March 19, 2018 9:10:19 AM

Good Morning Pete,
 
Please see the below correspondence with FHWA concurring to a de minimis impact of Hannaford
 Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve.  As Corey mentioned on Friday please include where
 appropriate.
 
Thanks,
Kyle
 

From: Qudus, Omar [mailto:omar.qudus@dot.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 7:34 AM
To: Bochte, Kyle <Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov>; Fuller, Matt <matt.fuller@dot.gov>
Cc: Schilke, Steven E <Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov>; Smith, Corey J. <Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov>;
 Sherrill, John <John.Sherrill@Illinois.gov>; Ruiz, Vanessa V <Vanessa.Ruiz@illinois.gov>
Subject: [External] RE: IL 47 at I-88 | De Minimis Concurrence
 
March 19, 2018
 
IL 47 from Old Oaks Road to Green Road, Sugar Grove, Kane County, Illinois, will result in the use
 of the Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve, a Section 4(f) resource.  FHWA hereby
 makes a de minimis impact finding for this use as it will not adversely affect this resource’s
 activities features and attributes.  The de minimis impact finding is based upon the impact
 avoidance, minimization, and mitigation or enhancement measures detailed in the
 documentation submitted on March 15, 2018.
 
 
Omar A. Qudus, P.E.
 

Acting Field Engineering Manager
FHWA- IL Division
3250 Executive Park Drive
Springfield, Illinois 62703
(217) 492-4634
 
From: Bochte, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2018 10:38 AM
To: Qudus, Omar <omar.qudus@dot.gov>; Fuller, Matt (FHWA) <Matt.Fuller@dot.gov>
Cc: Schilke, Steven E <Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov>; Smith, Corey J. <Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov>;
 Sherrill, John <John.Sherrill@Illinois.gov>; Ruiz, Vanessa V <Vanessa.Ruiz@illinois.gov>
Subject: IL 47 at I-88 | De Minimis Concurrence
 
IL 47 at I-88
Old Oaks Road/College Drive to Green Road

mailto:Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov
mailto:peter.johnston@graef-usa.com
mailto:Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov
mailto:Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov
mailto:ESerdynski@QuiggEngineering.com
mailto:Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov
mailto:omar.qudus@dot.gov
mailto:Matt.Fuller@dot.gov
mailto:Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov
mailto:Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov
mailto:John.Sherrill@Illinois.gov
mailto:Vanessa.Ruiz@illinois.gov


P-91-015-14
Sugar Grove
Kane County
 
Good Morning Omar and Matt,
 
We are seeking FHWA concurrence on a de minimis regarding the impact to Hannaford
 Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve for the above mentioned project.  For your reference I have
 attached the final Section 4(f) De Minimis Document.   
 
The owner with jurisdiction (OWJ) is the Forest Preserve District of Kane County (FPDKC).  The
 impact was extensively coordinated with the FPDKC at one-on-one meetings on 9/13/2016,
 6/15/2017, and 11/21/2017, as well as presented at the 12/14/2017 Public Hearing.  As you can see
 from the attached signed letter, the FPDKC concurred to a determination of no adverse effects on
 2/16/2018.
 
Please let us know if you need anything else.  We thank you in advance for your time and
 consideration.
 
Thanks,
Kyle
 
Kyle R. Bochte
Illinois Department of Transportation | Bureau of Programming
Consultant Studies Unit | Project Engineer
201 West Center Court | Schaumburg, IL 60196
Phone: (847) 705-4088
kyle.bochte@illinois.gov
 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is
 confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information
 or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee.
 Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited
 and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender
 immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all
 attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work
 product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure.

mailto:kyle.bochte@illinois.gov
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Sugar Grove Parkway (IL 47) Interchange 
at the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88) 

Improvement Study 
 

Public Hearing 
Short Summary 

Prepared 12/15/2017  

General Information 

The public hearing for the Sugar Grove Parkway (IL 47) Interchange at the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88) was 
held on Thursday, December 14, 2017 at the Academic and Professional Center (APC) Event Room at 
Waubonsee Community College, IL Route 47 at Waubonsee Drive, Sugar Grove, IL 60554, from 4:00 PM to 7:00 
PM. The meeting was conducted in an open house format.  A public forum was held from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 

Attendees signed in and a brochure was provided.  There were two rooms for attendees to learn more about the 
project.  One room contained a continuous audio-visual presentation that described the project summary, 
provided the study process and schedule, outlined the alternative screening process, and described the 
alternatives carried forward.  The second room contained more detailed information, comment forms, and 
project study team representatives.  Information in the second room included exhibit boards and roll plot maps.  
A third room was utilized for the public forum.  A court reporter for verbal comments was available in the 
second room from 4:00-6:00 PM and recorded verbal comments at the public form from 6:00-7:00 PM. 

The purpose of the meeting was to attain public input on the project study including the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and the impacts to the Section 4(f)  Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve (Kane 
County Forest Preserve). 

Attendees were provided an opportunity to speak with representatives from the Village of Sugar Grove, The 
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), Kane County, and the Illinois Tollway.  The meeting was attended 
by ninety-eight (98) people.   

Attendees 
Public Officials 
The following public officials were in attendance: 

• State Representative, Bob Pritchard 
• Sean Michels, Village of Sugar Grove 
• Fred Dornback, Blackberry Township Supervisor 
• John Larkin, Kaneville Trustee and Kaneville Fire Protection District 
• John Nevenhoven, Village of Elburn 
• Bill Grabarsk, Village of Elburn 
• Tom Rowe, Sugar Grove Township Supervisor 
• Jim Michels, Blackberry Township 
• Rod Feece, Blackberry Township Highway Commissioner 

Media 
Chris Walker, Kane County Chronicle  
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Other Agencies/Organizations 
Additional agencies/organizations attending included: 

• Art Nicholas, CMAP 
• Jason Wald, Pace Bus 
• Pat Rollins, Sugar Grove Police Department 
• Assistant Chief Wayne Parson, Sugar Grove Fire Protection District 
• Walter Magdziarz, Village of Sugar Grove 
• Gary Kecskes Sugar Grove Economic Development Corporation 
• Tom Reynolds, Elburn and Countryside Fire Protection District 
• Lisa Enberg, Elburn and Countryside Fire Protection District 
• Joe, Cluchey Elburn and Countryside Fire Protection District 
• Pete Adams, Waubonsee Community College 
• Dave Sigmund, Kaneville Fire Protection District 
• Todd Leden, Kaneland School District 302 

Businesses 
Jennifer Cowan from Crown Community Development presented a letter to the Tollway for the hearing record 
regarding access control on IL 47 from the interchange to Seavey Road. 

Comments 
Fourteen (14) comment forms were received at the meeting.   Comments can continue to be submitted and 
included in the public meeting record until January 19, 2018.  There were approximately ten (10) comments 
given at the public forum.  The topics include the following: 

General Support or Opposition to Preferred Alternative 
• Support Project due to Travel Time Savings and Reduces IL 47 congestion 
• Support for the No-Build Alternative 
• Like the improvements to IL 47 north of the interchange 

Schedule/Implementation 
• Build the improvements soon 
• Safety concerns regarding the interchange moving forward and the IL 47 project being delayed 
• Desire the interim improvement to the interchange extend on IL 47 to the proposed U-turn 

Safety 
• Safety concerns regarding traffic control devices at Local Street Intersections with IL 47 
• Safety concerns regarding the speed of truck traffic on hills; wanting right turn lanes 
• Safety concerns regarding the location of the bike path on the IL 47 bridge over I-88 

Access and Other 
• Want more access to IL 47 from adjacent land use 
• Do not want Finley Road access restricted to IL 47 
• Want to Realign Merill Road to align with opposing cross street 
• Want Emergency Vehicle Accommodations at Finley to access interchange 
• Want Emergency Vehicle Access to Restricted Access Side Streets 
• Want Emergency Vehicle Accommodations at U-Turn 
• Desires to restrict adjacent land uses and development 



Comments 
Agency 
1. United States Army Corps of Engineers 
2. United States Army Corps of Engineers 
3. United States Army Corps of Engineers 
4. United States Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Received at Meeting 
5. Michael Anderson 
6. Donna Baughman 
7. Kurt Heims 
8. Mary Heims 
9. Gary Kecskes 
10. Chris Kruse 
11. Kathryn Kruse 
12. C. David Livengood 
13. C. David Livengood 
14. Wayne Parson 
15. Dave Sigmund 
16. Unknown 
17. Jennifer Cowan 
 
Open House Comments 
18. Scott Martens 
19. Gary Kecskes 
20. Wayne Parson 
21. Walter Magdziarz 
22. Brian Smith 
 
Public Forum Comments 
23. Jennifer Cowan 
24. Dan Ryan 
25. Peter Baughman 
26. Diane Spehar 
27. Michael Anderson 
28. Debbie Stober 
29. Jody Leonard 
30. Fred Morelli 
31. Michael Anderson 
32. Bill Suhayda 
 
Emailed Comments 
33. Jeff Patula 
34. Tony Crabb 
35. George Palatine  

Illinois Route 47 (FAP 326)                                                                                                                                                         Errata  
at Ronald Reagan Memorial Tollway I-88   
 
 



Response to EA Comments 
C = Comment    R = Response 
*All comments listed below have been incorporated into the project record* 
 

# Agency  Comment / Response  
1 U.S. Army 

Corps of 
Engineers 
(USACE) 

C In the permit application, proposed impacts should be presented as 
either permanent or temporary and each impact should be described. 
Avoidance and minimization should also be discussed for each impact. 
 
The project proposes to replace a bridge over Blackberry Creek and 
extend a culvert located within Seavey Road Run. The information in the 
permit application will need to contain information on the stream 
channel width, as well as a stream channel cross section taken upstream, 
at and downstream of the bridge and culvert. These cross sections will 
need to show the proposed structures. In addition, while the project does 
not call for a full replacement of the culvert, the Corps had previously 
noted that the culvert is currently accommodating base flow throughout 
the three cells. Should the applicant decide to replace the culvert, the 
new culvert shall be designed so that only the center cell accommodates 
the base flow. 

  R This coordination will occur with the USACE during the 404 Permitting 
coordination. 

2 U.S. Army 
Corps of 
Engineers 
(USACE) 

C The BMP information provided in the EA lacks details. The permit 
application will need to provide a detailed BMP proposal that includes 
information on what efforts were made to mitigate the direct and 
indirect degradation of surface water quality from the project. Please 
make sure to label all wetlands and streams in the BMP proposal. 

  R This will occur with the USACE during the 404 Permitting coordination. 
 

3 U.S. Army 
Corps of 
Engineers 
(USACE) 

C The EA indicates that a mitigation ratio of 1.5:1 will be applied to all non-
ADID wetlands and a mitigation ratio of 3:1 will be applied to ADID 
wetlands, except for Site 8 where the proposed mitigation ratio goes up 
to 5.5:1. There are instances where a mitigation ratio of 6:1 is applied for 
ADID wetlands depending on the type of ADID classification. Note that 
stream mitigation will be required for areas that are considered stream 
loss. 

  R This coordination will occur with the USACE during the 404 Permitting 
coordination. 

4 U.S. 
Environmental 
Protection 
Agency 
(USEPA) 

C In our scoping comments, we provided comments relating to water 
quality, wetlands, stormwater management, consultation records, reuse 
of construction materials, and reseeding using native grasses. We 
appreciate FHWA and IDOT addressing each of our scoping comments in 
the EA. 
 
We commend FHWA and IDOT for committing to a reduced footprint at 
the Blackberry Creek crossing and where the project encroaches on the 
Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest preserve. We concur with the 
commitment to install a wildlife crossing, to use pollinator-friendly plants, 
and to use best management practices for stormwater management, air 
quality, and erosion control. Based on our review of the EA, we have no 
further comments. 
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Response to EA Comments 
C = Comment    R = Response 
*All comments listed below have been incorporated into the project record* 
 

  R Thank you for your comment.  We appreciate your support for the 
project and look forward to your continued participation. 

 

# Individual  Comment / Response received at Meeting 
5 Anderson, 

Michael 
C The goal is for traffic to flow efficiently down Rt. 47 to/from the Tollway.  

I feel it would be necessary to have southbound turn lanes into Willow 
Creek and Nottingham Woods, or at least a paved shoulder.  As well, I see 
a need for Willow Creek to have at least one left turn lane on the 
northbound side to keep everyone moving safely and efficiently. 
 
Also, people cutting through from Green Rd. southbound turning onto 
southbound Rt. 47 are going to be severely exposed to southbound 
trucks.  A traffic signal at Green Rd should be considered in the future or 
at least 4 lanes to help make that transition better. 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding turn lanes to and from Willow 
Creek Drive/Nottingham Woods and the implementation of a traffic 
signal at Green Road. 
 
The logical termini and project study limits were extended to Green Road 
due to the significant decrease in projected traffic north of Green Road.   
At this time, we noted no operational or safety concerns beyond Green 
Road or more specifically Willow Creek Drive.  The Illinois Department of 
Transportation (Department) will continue to monitor this location and if 
a safety or operational issue is noted then appropriate countermeasures, 
such as channelization, will be reassessed at that time. 
The Project Study Group is adding right turn lanes for southbound traffic 
traveling into Nottingham Woods subdivision. 
 
A signal warrant analysis was done during this project study, and the 
current and projected traffic volumes did not warrant a traffic signal at 
Green Road.  The Department continuously tracks traffic volumes, crash, 
and other data and identifies needs where appropriate. 

6 Baughman, 
Donna 

C Major concern is traffic control along Rt. 47.  Stop signs will not be 
sufficient to allow left and right turns onto Rt 47 from the side roads.  
Example, a left turn onto Rt. 47 from Seavey will require crossing 4 lanes 
of traffic, in addition to a turn lane.  This is a huge safety issue! 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding traffic control access to IL 47, 
specifically turning movements from the side roads. 
 
A signal warrant analysis was done during this project study, and the 
current and near term projected traffic volumes do not warrant a traffic 
signal at Seavey Road.  The Illinois Department of Transportation 
(Department) continuously tracks traffic volumes, crash, and other data 
and identifies needs where appropriate. 

7 Heims, Kurt C I fully support this project.  It will significantly help with travel toward the 
city.  I work in Downers Grove, so it will cut down on travel time from 
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Response to EA Comments 
C = Comment    R = Response 
*All comments listed below have been incorporated into the project record* 
 

Maple Park.  It would also ease future congestion along Galena and Rt. 47 
going north. 

  R Thank you for your comment.  We appreciate your support for the 
project and look forward to your continued participation. 

8 Heims, Mary C I support this project completely.  It will save me time when going east to 
visit family and Chicago. 

  R Thank you for your comment.  We appreciate your support for the 
project and look forward to your continued participation. 

9 Kecskes, Gary C Get it done!  The sooner the better.  Thank you. Nice Job. 
  R Thank you for your comment.  We appreciate your support for the 

project and look forward to your continued participation. 
10 Kruse, Chris C The southern terminus of the interchange should extend south of the u-

turn and include the stacking and turning lanes at the u-turn and at the 
Finely Road Left Turn Lane. 
 
Whether or not the southern edge is extend south (above) options of the 
transitions between the interchange project (initial phase) and the 
existing/remaining Rt. 47 should be studied and presented for public 
review and comment.  The reality is that this condition is likely to be in 
use for years. 
 
The parcel between Finley, Rt. 47, I-88 and Seavey should remain non-
commercial and should ideally be developed as open park land. 

  R Thank you for your comments to extend the terminus of the interchange 
south of the U-turn and the parcel between Finley Road, IL 47 and Seavey 
Road should remain non-commercial. 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) and Illinois 
Tollway (Tollway) are currently coordinating building the interchange and 
the add lane project as separate projects.  The Tollway will develop a plan 
that will meet safety and operational standards which may or may not 
include Finley Road.  The Tollway is leading Phase II, contract plan 
preparation, for the interchange portion.  The IL 47 improvements are 
currently not included in the Department’s Proposed Highway 
Improvement Program.   
 
However, this project will be included in our priorities for future funding 
consideration among similar improvement needs throughout the region.  
Once funding is identified, Phase II, land acquisition and contract plan 
preparation, typically takes two years to complete.  Phase III, construction 
and construction engineering, typically takes two to three years to 
complete. 
According to the Village of Sugar Grove – Final Future Land Use Plan 
North Amendment – Approved 11-18-14, the area for the southwest 
corner of the Interchange is planned for commercial development. 
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Response to EA Comments 
C = Comment    R = Response 
*All comments listed below have been incorporated into the project record* 
 

11 Kruse, 
Kathryn 

C The Interchange Project and the improvements/widening of Rt. 47 from 
Finley Rd. to Scott Rd. are two separately funded projects with different 
timelines.  This was not made clear in the drawings.  If the interchange 
project is funded and approved, the improvements to Rt. 47 from the 
interchange to Scott Rd. must be done at the same time.  It will be 
dangerous to turn left from Finley onto Rt. 47 with all the additional 
traffic the interchange will bring. 
 
Access from Finley Rd to Rt. 47 north and south, and from Rt. 47 turning 
onto Finley from both north and south must continue to be available for 
residents to get in and out of neighborhoods.  It is not acceptable to block 
access to/from Finley Rd. 
 
The Forest Preserve on SE side of the proposed Interchange should not be 
used for commercial business. 
The farmland on southwest corner of the Interchange (along Finely Rd) 
should never be developed.  It should be left as wetland/farmland. 

  R Thank you for comments regarding separate funding for the interchange 
project and the IL 47 roadway improvements, access to and from Finley 
Road at IL 47, commercial usage on the southeast side of the proposed 
interchange, and future development at the southwest corner of the 
Interchange. 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) and Illinois 
Tollway (Tollway) are currently coordinating building the interchange and 
the add lane project as separate projects.  The Tollway will develop a plan 
that will meet safety and operational standards which may or may not 
include Finley Road.  The Tollway is leading Phase II, contract plan 
preparation, for the interchange portion.  The IL 47 improvements are 
currently not included in the Department’s Proposed Highway 
Improvement Program.  However, this project will be included in our 
priorities for future funding consideration among similar improvement 
needs throughout the region.  Once funding is identified, Phase II, land 
acquisition and contract plan preparation, typically takes two years to 
complete.  Phase III, construction and construction engineering, typically 
takes two to three years to complete. 
 
Currently the proposed preferred alternative has a ¾ access at 
Finley Road.  The restricted movement, eastbound Finley Road to 
northbound IL 47, will be accommodated by a U-turn south of 
Finley Road. 
According to the Village of Sugar Grove – Final Future Land Use 
Plan North Amendment – Approved 11-18-14, the area for the 
southeast corner of the Interchange is planned for single family 
units and environmental areas.  The area for the southwest corner 
of the Interchange is planned for commercial development. 
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Response to EA Comments 
C = Comment    R = Response 
*All comments listed below have been incorporated into the project record* 
 

12 Livengood, C. 
David 

C The current design for a bike/pedestrian path is a disaster waiting to 
happen.  Asking walkers and bikers to cross entrance ramps, including the 
free-flowing loop for westbound I-88 cannot be done.  You must find a 
better solution.  Underpass bridges??  Don’t wait until someone is killed 
and then try to retrofit. 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding safety along the pedestrian/bike 
path across the interchange ramps. 
The proposed multi-use path is designed based on our policies and 
procedures while also minimizing impacts and is based on future and 
existing land use needs. 

13 Livengood, C. 
David 

C The best option would be to align Merrill Rd. with Scott Rd. and have a 
single intersection with a stop light.  If that isn’t done, a light should be 
planned for Merill Rd.  It is already difficult to turn left from Merill onto IL 
47 due to traffic.  That can be expected to worsen, and accidents are sure 
to happen.  A light should be installed at Green Rd. for the same reason. 

  R Thank you for comments regarding a single intersection connection of 
Merrill Road, Scott Road and IL 47.   
According the Village of Sugar Grove – Final Future Land Use North 
Amendment Approved 11-18-14, there will be a future roadway that 
connects Merrill Road and Scott Road at a separate intersection, with the 
existing intersection at Merrill Road and IL 47 to be removed. 
 
A signal warrant analysis was done during this project study, and the 
current and near term projected traffic volumes did not warrant a traffic 
signal at Green Road and Merrill Road.  The Illinois Department of 
Transportation (Department) continuously tracks traffic volumes, crash, 
and other data and identifies needs where appropriate. 

14 Parson, 
Wayne 

C Need emergency access at Thornapple Tree Rd and North Thornapple 
Tree Rd. 
Enlarge turn around at Finley Rd. big enough for Fire Engine. 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding emergency vehicle access at 
Thornapple Tree Road, and a larger turn around for emergency vehicle 
access at Finley Road. 
 
The median at Thornapple Tree Road and North Thornapple Tree Road 
will be mountable and emergency vehicles will be permitted to traverse 
the median at these locations. 
Regarding a larger turn around at Finley Road for emergency, the Illinois 
Department of Transportation (Department) will make accommodations 
for emergency vehicle access to and from Finley Road.  A section of the 
median in this location will be mountable for emergency vehicle access 
only. 

15 Sigmund, 
Dave 

C Access road to Finley to go northbound with fire emergency vehicles.  
Move barricade allow emergency vehicles to go left to access 47 
(emergency vehicles only) 

  R Thank you for your comments.  The Illinois Department of Transportation 
(Department) will make accommodations for emergency vehicle access to 
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and from Finley Road.  A section of the median in this location will be 
mountable for emergency vehicle access only. 

16 Wood, David C I very much like the design as shown this evening.  I especially like the 
widening of Rt. 47 north to Green Road.  These improvements should 
have been done long ago and can’t be completed soon enough. 

  R Thank you for your comment.  We appreciate your support for the 
project and look forward to your continued participation. 

17 Unknown C The interchange is not needed or wanted. Prefer the no-build option. 
  R Thank you for your comments.  We acknowledge your preference for the 

no-build alternative.   
18 Cowan, 

Jennifer 
C Dear Mr. Bedalov, 

 
Crown Community Development is requesting access control variances to 
the Illinois Tollway’s minimum access control distance specified in the 
Tollway’s Interchange and Roadway Cost Share Policy dated October 
2012.  These variances are critical to ensuring future commercial 
economic growth anticipated to occur on Crown’s property as a result of 
the interchange completion.  We are submitting a request for these 
needed variances as part of the public record. 
 
With the preferred design alternative receiving NEPA concurrence and 
the Phase 1 Study nearing completion, now is the time to ensure that 
right-in right-out access rights to the parcels located in the NE and NW 
quadrants are preserved.  This preservation of access is additive in 
fostering economic growth in the area, one of the priorities identified in 
the Phase 1 Purpose and Need Statement. 
 
It is our understanding that access control along Route 47 property 
frontage in the vicinity of the interchange is dictated by Tollway policy.  
The current policy restricts access for 1050’ under 55 mph design 
condition in the Phase 1 study.  There are two concerns with this 
restriction. 
 
1. When Crown’s land north of the interchange is developed, the 
character of the area converts rural to urban, resulting in the ultimate 
reduction in posted speed limits, and over restriction of access rights. 
2. Once access restrictions are recorded on the Highway Plat, it is 
very challenging, if not impossible to modify to a less restrictive 
requirement. 
 
Given these concerns, we are seeking access variances as depicted on the 
approved Feasibility Study Exhibit 6.  Specifically, a 625’ variance for right-
in right -out access to our property in the NE quadrant of the interchange 
and a 750’ variance for a right-in right out access to our property located 
in the NW quadrant of the interchange.  The NE quadrant access variance 
provides the additional benefit of siphoning traffic that would otherwise 
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burden the Seavey Road/Route 47 intersection, improving traffic flow 
through the corridor. 

  R Thank you for your comments inquiring about a variance to the Tollway’s 
access control policy regarding Illinois Route 47 near Seavey Road.  
 
Access control is the condition where the public authority regulates the 
right of adjacent owners to have access to and from a public highway. To 
ensure safe traffic movements to and from the Interstate 88 at Illinois 
Route 47 ramp intersections, access control was acquired by the Tollway 
in 1971 through the purchase of narrow strips of land along IL-47 from 
the interchange north to Seavey Road.  In order to ensure safety, 
requests for modifications to existing access control will require an 
analysis of future traffic conditions and processing the request through 
the Tollway’s Excess Property Policy. 
  
A traffic analysis will need to be conducted and submitted to the Tollway 
contingent on the proposed development.  This analysis will be evaluated 
to better understand how the reduction in existing access control limits 
could impact the functionality of our system.  Further information is 
needed in order for the Tollway to fully evaluate a request for access 
point within established access limits.  The Tollway wants to ensure that 
any alterations to our system take into account both the existing 
conditions and future proposed improvements.     
 
In a parallel process, the requester would have to pursue obtaining rights 
to the Tollway’s property via the procedure outlined in the Tollway’s 
Excess Property Policy.  In abidance with this policy, a formal request with 
the outlined materials and a letter of concurrence from the Village are 
needed.  Approval of the land transfer will be contingent on several 
things including the traffic analysis.  
 
Should you have any further questions about the policies or required 
materials, you are encouraged to work with the Village to reach out to 
Tollway staff for more information. 
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# Individual  Comment / Response received at Open House 
19 Martens, 

Scott 
C I live in Willow Creek Subdivision.  Speed limit right now is 55.  People 

are doing 60, 65 coming down the hill headed south.  With all that extra 
traffic we'll never get on.  The speed limit needs to be reduced.  That's 
one comment.  
 
And the second one, relatively speaking there are a lot of accidents at 
the corner of Willow Creek and 47, rear end, maybe one a year.  That's 
quite a bit for that little intersection.  Increased traffic, people turning 
left waiting for all the new traffic coming south, you're going to have 
more rear ends without a turn lane. You need a turn lane in that 
subdivision.  Probably need a turn lane into Green Road, too, to the east.  
A lot of traffic goes in there.  There's going to be rear ends.  That's all.   

  R Thank you for your comments regarding the speed limit and additional 
turn lanes at Willow Creek Drive and Green Road. 
 
As required by the Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) 
Policy, a speed study would be required to reduce the speed on IL 47 and 
follow current Department Policy on speed limits.  After the project is 
implemented, the Department will respond to speed study requests. 
 
The logical termini and project study limits were extended to Green Road 
due to the significant decrease in projected traffic north of Green Road.   
At this time, we noted no operational or safety concerns beyond Green 
Road or more specifically Willow Creek Drive.  Similarly, a southbound 
left turn lane to Green Road is not warranted at this time.  The 
Department will continue to monitor this location and if a safety or 
operational issue is noted then appropriate countermeasures, such as 
channelization, will be reassessed at that time. 

20 Kecskes, Gary C Get it built, the sooner the better.  Waiting way too long.  
Absolutely.  Hope to see it happen. 

  R Thank you for your comment.  We appreciate your support for the 
project and look forward to your continued participation. 

21 Parson, 
Wayne 

C We need an emergency access at Thornapple Tree Road and North 
Thornapple Tree.  They've closed those roads off where we can't get in 
and out to go back and forth north and south.  It makes it -- for the 
ambulance we don't have any way to go back and forth to the hospital 
going through there.  Just a single lane, an emergency access is all we 
need.  Nothing special. 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding emergency vehicle access at 
Thornapple Tree Road. 
The median at Thornapple Tree Road and North Thornapple Tree Road 
will be mountable and emergency vehicles will be permitted to traverse 
the median at these locations. 

22 Magdziarz, 
Walter 

C I'm the Community Development Director for the Village of Sugar Grove.  
Being responsible for cultivating economic development in Sugar Grove I 
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understand the limitations of proximity and limited access that this area 
of Sugar Grove possesses.  The proposed interchange at Illinois 47 
widening project is a needed public investment.  The recommended 
interchange improvement will stimulate the local economy by providing 
access to the tollway for land that is inaccessible to the market trade 
area.  It will also increase public travel convenience, particularly for the 
population to the north, as it will permit Illinois 47 to provide direct 
access to eastbound I88.  The recommendations for widening Illinois 47 
in the study area will improve safety along the highway which has 
implications for economic development as well. I support the 
recommendations for minimizing the road widening impact on forest 
preserve lanes along Illinois 47 as well as the accommodation of 
pedestrian bicycle transportation in the corridor.  The recommendations 
for the interchange are consistent with the Sugar Grove conference and 
plan, the transportation plan and the future land use plan. 

  R Thank you for your comment.  We appreciate your support for the 
project and look forward to your continued participation. 

23 Smith, Brian C To increase the impact area north of Green Road to include Willow Creek 
Drive and to add a turn lane off of 47 onto Willow Creek Drive due to 
accidents and traffic flow, I mean, basically backing up traffic and we 
already have accident problems turning into Willow Creek Drive off of 47 
and we fear with the increase of traffic flow and the impact area not 
including Willow Creek Drive that there's going to be more accidents.  So 
the lanes cut down just before Green Road on the plan and it goes back 
to a single lane road right at Willow Creek Drive. 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding turn lanes at Willow Creek 
Drive. 
 
The logical termini and project study limits were extended to Green Road 
due to the significant decrease in projected traffic north of Green Road.   
At this time, we noted no operational or safety concerns beyond Green 
Road or more specifically Willow Creek Drive.  The Illinois Department of 
Transportation (Department) will continue to monitor this location and if 
a safety or operational issue is noted then appropriate countermeasures, 
such as channelization, will be reassessed at that time. 
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# Individual  Comment / Response received at Public Forum 
24 Cowan, 

Jennifer 
C I'm with Crown Community Development and I represent Crown's 

interest in the interchange as it pertains to our adjacent property.  The 
phase one study exhibits indicated 10,050 feet of access control along 
our property frontage north and south of the interchange.  It is Crown's 
understanding that access control is dictated by tollway policy and we 
are seeking an exception to access control limits north of the 
interchange.  I would like to submit this letter to the public record which 
details our request and provides specifics in terms of the exception we 
are seeking.  Thank you. 

  R Thank you for your comments inquiring about a variance to the Tollway’s 
access control policy regarding Illinois Route 47 near Seavey Road.  
 
Access control is the condition where the public authority regulates the 
right of adjacent owners to have access to and from a public highway. To 
ensure safe traffic movements to and from the Interstate 88 at Illinois 
Route 47 ramp intersections, access control was acquired by the Tollway 
in 1971 through the purchase of narrow strips of land along IL-47 from 
the interchange north to Seavey Road.  In order to ensure safety, 
requests for modifications to existing access control will require an 
analysis of future traffic conditions and processing the request through 
the Tollway’s Excess Property Policy.  
 
A traffic analysis will need to be conducted and submitted to the Tollway 
contingent on the proposed development.  This analysis will be 
evaluated to better understand how the reduction in existing access 
control limits could impact the functionality of our system.  Further 
information is needed in order for the Tollway to fully evaluate a request 
for access point within established access limits.  The Tollway wants to 
ensure that any alterations to our system take into account both the 
existing conditions and future proposed improvements.     
 
In a parallel process, the requester would have to pursue obtaining rights 
to the Tollway’s property via the procedure outlined in the Tollway’s 
Excess Property Policy.  In abidance with this policy, a formal request 
with the outlined materials and a letter of concurrence from the Village 
are needed.  Approval of the land transfer will be contingent on several 
things including the traffic analysis.  
 
Should you have any further questions about the policies or required 
materials, you are encouraged to work with the Village to reach out to 
Tollway staff for more information. 

25 Ryan, Dan C My concern is there will be no left turn going north into Willow Creek.  
Now you've got to go two lanes, one is going to go -- the right lane is 
going to go into Green Road, the other is going to continue ahead.  You 
have no left-turn lane there.  You're setting up a situation for some nasty 
accident because already people when you're trying to make a left turn 
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into Willow Creek trucks especially will pass you on the right, go off on 
the shoulder to do it.  That's my complaint. 
 
Coming down the other way if you have any power as far as the speed 
limits, there's a long hill coming south from the stop sign up and there's 
a big curve and by the time they're at the top of the hill, and I know 
because I drove a truck many years ago, they're shifted into high gear 
already so by the time they come around that curve they're doing 55 and 
trying to get on to Willow Creek is a monster.  I had to the other day, two 
days ago, pull off on the shoulder myself or take the chance of being run 
down by a tractor trailer.  That's my comments. 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding the speed limit and additional 
turn lanes at Willow Creek Drive. 
As required by the Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) 
Policy, a speed study would be required to reduce the speed on IL 47 and 
follow current Department Policy on speed limits.  After the project is 
implemented, the Department will respond to speed study requests. 
 
The logical termini and project study limits were extended to Green Road 
due to the significant decrease in projected traffic north of Green Road.   
At this time, we noted no operational or safety concerns beyond Green 
Road or more specifically Willow Creek Drive.  The Department will 
continue to monitor this location and if a safety or operational issue is 
noted then appropriate countermeasures, such as channelization, will be 
reassessed at that time. 

26 Baughman, 
Peter 

C I am just concerned with the traffic control at the intersections in the 
affected area.  Originally you were stating it was going to be considering 
stoplights and it appears now in the final plan there's nothing but stop 
signs at all of the intersections.  I was talking to a few of the people next 
door and they're commenting that today's study, the traffic amount is 
not requiring anything other than stop signs.  
 
My concern is the improvement of the tollway intersection is going to 
immediately impact that traffic amount.  I mean, we live in Red Oaks 
Subdivision and we come off on Seavey Road right now and it's difficult 
at times to make a left-hand turn from our two-lane street into the two-
lane 47.  We're going to have four lanes of traffic and a turn lane to cross 
with traffic preceding at approximately 55 or who knows what miles an 
hour and we're going to be taking a chance making a left-hand turn out 
on to 47.  So I really think they need to reconsider the stop signs and put 
in some type of traffic control.  Thank you. 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding traffic control at the 
intersections. 
A signal warrant analysis was done during this project study, and the 
current and near term projected traffic volumes do not warrant traffic 
signals along the corridor.  The Illinois Department of Transportation 
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(Department) continuously tracks traffic volumes, crash, and other data 
and identifies needs where appropriate. 
 
As required by Department Policy, a speed study would be required to 
reduce the speed on IL 47 and follow current Department Policy on 
speed limits.  After the project is implemented, the Department will 
respond to speed study requests. 

27 Spehar, Diane C I live off of 47 in Nottingham Woods and my biggest concern is the speed 
and the fact that you're adding lanes and we've got semi-trucks, because 
that's why we're increasing this roadway is so we can accommodate the 
truck traffic, and the left-hand turn or right-hand turn going south is now 
down to a single lane instead of two lanes which was the original 
proposal and there were some comments made about being able to get 
out on to 47 going north from the multiple streets so now they've gotten 
rid of the median, they've painted it and so now you're going to still have 
trucks going 55 miles an hour because if they're coming southbound on 
47th at the intersection of Main Street, which is now a four-way stop, I 
just saw a gentleman there, by the change next year that's going to 
become a major intersection.  Between Main Street and Green Road it 
will be two lanes. By the time those trucks get to the top of the hill going 
south on 47 they are now doing 55, changing gears and going full speed 
and now you're telling me I want to make a right-hand turn at 
Midlothian or Nottingham Drive or Oak Leaf Drive and I've got a semi 
going 55 miles an hour behind me because I have no right-turn lane to 
get out of the way.  Thank you. 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding the speed limit and turn lane 
access going southbound on IL 47 near Nottingham Woods. 
 
As required by the Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) 
Policy, a speed study would be required to reduce the speed on IL 47 and 
follow current Department Policy on speed limits.  After the project is 
implemented, the Department will respond to speed study requests. 
 
The Project Study Group is adding right turn lanes for southbound traffic 
traveling into Nottingham Woods subdivision. 

28 Anderson, 
Michael 

C I have to agree with the previous comment.  I drive a semi for a living in 
that area and live there as well.  So coming south on 47 there's a lot of 
potential for problems, one of them being that you're going from two 
lanes to four lanes increased speeds, increased volume in traffic, people 
turning right, and also bringing to that people coming off of Green Road, 
cutting through to get on southbound 47.  I see a lot of potential for 
accidents.  I think there needs to be maybe a consideration to widen 47 
further up to the north and maybe even consider a traffic signal at Green 
Road so it's a safer interchange for anybody and also I know some of the 
neighborhood out there by Willow Creek or whatever it is has no turn 
lane going northbound.  That's another concern I have.  That's it.  I know 
that's not pertaining to the tollway but future planning. 
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  R Thank you for your comments to extend the IL Route 47 widening up to 
Green Road, to include a traffic signal at Green Road, and for access turn 
lanes at Willow Creek Drive. 
 
The logical termini and project study limits were extended to Green Road 
due to the significant decrease in projected traffic north of Green Road.   
At this time, we noted no operational or safety concerns beyond Green 
Road or more specifically Willow Creek Drive.  The Illinois Department of 
Transportation (Department) will continue to monitor this location and if 
a safety or operational issue is noted then appropriate countermeasures, 
such as channelization, will be reassessed at that time. 
 
The Project Study Group is adding right turn lanes for southbound traffic 
traveling into Nottingham Woods subdivision. 
 
A signal warrant analysis was done during this project study, and the 
current and projected traffic volumes did not warrant a traffic signal at 
Green Road.  The Department continuously tracks traffic volumes, crash, 
and other data and identifies needs where appropriate. 

29 Stober, 
Debbie 

C I also live in Nottingham Woods, Mike's neighbor, who previously talked.  
I think another thing to add on to him is the school buses.  We have a lot 
of school buses that come in and out of Nottingham Woods and Willow 
Creek and if they don't have a proper lane to turn, I work from home, so 
I hear cars honking at the semi drivers and all that so it's just -- I don't 
want four lanes, I want to live in the country, but if it needs protection I 
think we also need to look at it for school buses.  Thank you. 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding turn lanes at Nottingham 
Woods and Willow Creek Drive. 
The logical termini and project study limits were extended to Green Road 
due to the significant decrease in projected traffic north of Green Road.   
At this time, we noted no operational or safety concerns beyond Green 
Road or more specifically Willow Creek Drive.  The Illinois Department of 
Transportation (Department) will continue to monitor this location and if 
a safety or operational issue is noted then appropriate countermeasures, 
such as channelization, will be reassessed at that time. 
 
The Project Study Group is adding right turn lanes for southbound traffic 
traveling into Nottingham Woods subdivision. 
A signal warrant analysis was done during this project study, and the 
current and projected traffic volumes did not warrant a traffic signal at 
Green Road.  The Department continuously tracks traffic volumes, crash, 
and other data and identifies needs where appropriate. 

30 Leonard, Jody C I live in Hannaford Farm Subdivision off of Merrill Road and I was looking 
at the projected numbers for traffic flow 20 years from now and it is kind 
of alarming.  Merrill Road will be a shortcut for anyone from the 
southeast who wants to get onto 88 east.  Currently Merrill Road Ts into 
Bliss Road and anybody in the subdivisions around there and anybody 
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else possibly to the east would definitely use Merrill Road as a shortcut 
and currently I think it says 1200 per day, the amount of traffic.  That 
may go up as much as eight or nine times in the future and it's just a 
two-lane road as it stands and runs right by our subdivision and right 
between our subdivision and Hannaford Farm, the park district, not the 
park district but the -- what am I'm trying to say, the woods and the bike 
trails and people cross, walking across Merrill Road from either our 
subdivision to get to the nature preserve and I'm just concerned about 
when people find out this is a shortcut in the road and they will within a 
week it's going to be a really busy road and I'm hoping maybe Sugar 
Grove or IDOT will take into consideration the amount of stress that road 
is going to see as far as traffic and that's it. 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding Merrill Road. 
 
According the Village of Sugar Grove – Final Future Land Use North 
Amendment Approved 11-18-14, there will a future roadway that 
connects Merrill Road and Scott Road at a separate intersection, with the 
existing intersection at Merrill Road and IL 47 to be removed. 

31 Morelli. Fred C We live off of Scott Road.  We moved out here in 1972.  Same house, 
same wife, and we moved out here because it was quiet and it was dark 
at night and I don't -- and I just don't see that continuing.  It's gotten 
louder, it's gotten more lights and I just wonder if anything that anybody 
says here is going to make any difference or if the government is just 
going to steamroll over us all, which seems to be the program.  I'm not a 
happy camper. 

  R Thank you for your comments.  We acknowledge your preference for the 
no-build alternative. 

32 Anderson, 
Michael 

C One more thing I was just thinking about was just the Green Road 
intersection with 47 and I'm just thinking, I mean, everybody wants to 
see traffic move swiftly through there and efficiently to the tollway and 
back and I'm just thinking, you know, as a truck driver, you know, if 
you've got a lot of people turning off of Green in the morning rush hour, 
a lot of Canton Hill people will probably be coming through on Green to 
access 47 to get to the tollway, I see a lot of potential accidents, you 
know, people trying to make that left to go south.  It would be nice to 
see if there was some way to maybe further that four lanes a little more 
just to give a little more of a buffer zone for people coming out.  Also the 
Willow Creek neighborhood, like I said, have a better access in and out of 
there, safer access and then everybody is moving smoothly.  That's all. 

  R Thank you for your comments to extend the roadway widening past 
Green Road near Willow Creek Drive. 
The logical termini and project study limits were extended to Green Road 
due to the significant decrease in projected traffic north of Green Road.   
At this time, we noted no operational or safety concerns beyond Green 
Road or more specifically Willow Creek Drive.  The Illinois Department of 
Transportation (Department) will continue to monitor this location and if 
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a safety or operational issue is noted then appropriate countermeasures, 
such as channelization, will be reassessed at that time. 
 
The Project Study Group is adding right turn lanes for southbound traffic 
traveling into Nottingham Woods subdivision. 
 
A signal warrant analysis was done during this project study, and the 
current and projected traffic volumes did not warrant a traffic signal at 
Green Road.  The Department continuously tracks traffic volumes, crash, 
and other data and identifies needs where appropriate. 

33 Suhayda, Bill C My name is Bill Suhayda, last name is S-U-H-A-Y-D-A.  I'm at 43 West 445 
Thornapple Tree Road right on the corner of 47 and Thornapple Tree 
Road.  Two concerns.  Actually one or two concerns but if I can 
remember all of them.  Noise abatement, quality of life, resale value of 
my house if the noise gets too much, too high and I anticipate the noise 
will get greater because we're going from two lanes to four and when a 
highway project like this is completed I would assume that industry will 
increase in the area which would also impact even a higher volume of 
traffic on the highway.  So noise abatement is a concern.  I have also 
been told that the trees I have along Route 47 which protects my house 
from any vehicles coming off the highway would be cleared, they would 
come off.  So I have no buffer zone in terms of safety from any trucks 
that may come off or any cars that may come off.  Anybody in the yard 
that -- and I have two granddaughters, if they are in the yard would be 
severely impacted obviously from anybody coming off that highway.  So 
those are my concerns.  Resale value if I decided to leave is also a 
concern of mine.  Thank you. 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding noise abatement, quality of life, 
resale value of your home, and barrier protection if the trees along your 
property are removed. 
 
We would like to note that as part of this project, in conformance with 
FHWA requirements contained in Title 23 Code of Federal Regulations 
Part 772, the Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) 
conducted a highway traffic noise study which evaluated noise impacts 
within the project study limits. In order for a noise abatement measure 
to be constructed, it must meet both the feasibility and reasonableness 
criteria. Feasibility requires achievement of at least a 5 decibel traffic 
noise reduction at an impacted receptor. Reasonability is determined 
based on achieving three evaluation criteria which are the noise 
reduction design goal, cost effectiveness of the noise barrier (cost per 
benefitted receptor), and viewpoints of benefitted receptors. A 
benefitted receptor is defined as a recipient of a noticeable (five decibels 
or more) reduction in noise level as a result of the proposed wall. 
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The noise barrier analysis indicated that the proposed noise wall did not 
meet the cost-effective (not reasonable) criteria and was therefore 
eliminated from further consideration. 
 
Any trees removed would be placed in kind in accordance with the 
Department’s Tree Replacement policy. 

 
 

 Individual  Comment / Response received by Email 
34 Patula, Jeff C I would like to know who is procuring this project, and if it is the Tollway 

will there be tolls at this interchange? 
  R Thank you for your comments regarding the procurement of the project 

and if there will be tolls at the interchange. 
 
The project is being funded by the local agencies, the Illinois Tollway 
(Tollway), and the Illinois Department of Transportation (Department). 
 
At this time, the northbound to eastbound entrance ramp and the 
westbound exit ramp at the interchange are anticipated to be tolled. The 
rate of the tolls will be set by the Tollway and will be determined closer 
to the project construction date. 

35 Crabb, Tony C My wife and I just recently purchased a house on Merrill road. We are 
concerned about the traffic, it seems like people don’t know or don’t 
care that the speed limit is 45mph and it is NOT enforced. We think that 
it will only get worse if the interchange goes in. Sugar Grove police can’t 
enforce the speed limit on the roads with the traffic they have now. 
What are they going to do when the traffic gets heavier? We also have 
concerns about crime. It would be easy for people to exit the tollway rob 
the surrounding homes, and get back on the tollway. 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding the speed limit near Merrill 
Road and your concern for crime with the new interchange built. 
 
As required by the Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) 
Policy, a speed study would be required to reduce the speed on IL 47 and 
follow current Department Policy on speed limits.  After the project is 
implemented, the Department will respond to speed study requests. 
 
No concerns or issues have been identified in terms of increased crime as 
a result of the proposed improvements. 

36 Palatine, 
George 

C Hi.  Just wondering if this project was approved and any rough timeline 
for development? 

  R Thank you for your comments regarding the status and timeline of the 
project.  
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) and Illinois 
Tollway (Tollway) are currently coordinating building the interchange and 
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the add lane project as separate projects.  The Tollway is leading Phase II, 
contract plan preparation, for the interchange portion.  The IL 47 
improvements are currently not included in the Department’s Proposed 
Highway Improvement Program.  However, this project will be included 
in our priorities for future funding consideration among similar 
improvement needs throughout the region.  Once funding is identified, 
Phase II, land acquisition and contract plan preparation, typically takes 
two years to complete.  Phase III, construction and construction 
engineering, typically takes two to three years to complete. 
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1     OPEN HOUSE COMMENTS:

2     No. 1:  Scott Martens.  I live in Willow Creek 

3 Subdivision.  Speed limit right now is 55.  People are 

4 doing 60, 65 coming down the hill headed south.  With 

5 all that extra traffic we'll never get on.  The speed 

6 limit needs to be reduced.  That's one comment.  And the 

7 second one, relatively speaking there are a lot of 

8 accidents at the corner of Willow Creek and 47, rear 

9 end, maybe one a year.  That's quite a bit for that 

10 little intersection.  Increased traffic, people turning 

11 left waiting for all the new traffic coming south, 

12 you're going to have more rear ends without a turn lane.  

13 You need a turn lane in that subdivision.  Probably need 

14 a turn lane into Green Road, too, to the east.  A lot of 

15 traffic goes in there.  There's going to be rear ends.  

16 That's all.  

17     No. 2.  Gary Kecskes.  Get it built, the sooner the 

18 better.  Waiting way too long.  Absolutely.  Hope to see 

19 it happen.  

20     No. 3.  Wayne Parson.  We need an emergency access 

21 at Thornapple Tree Road and North Thornapple Tree.  

22 They've closed those roads off where we can't get in and 

23 out to go back and forth north and south.  It makes it 

24 -- for the ambulance we don't have any way to go back 
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1 and forth to the hospital going through there.  Just a 

2 single lane, an emergency access is all we need.  

3 Nothing special.  

4     No. 4.  Walter Magdziarz.  I'm the Community 

5 Development Director for the Village of Sugar Grove.  

6 Being responsible for cultivating economic development 

7 in Sugar Grove I understand the limitations of proximity 

8 and limited access that this area of Sugar Grove 

9 possesses.  The proposed interchange at Illinois 47 

10 widening project is a needed public investment.  The 

11 recommended interchange improvement will stimulate the 

12 local economy by providing access to the tollway for 

13 land that is inaccessible to the market trade area.  It 

14 will also increase public travel convenience, 

15 particularly for the population to the north, as it will 

16 permit Illinois 47 to provide direct access to eastbound 

17 I88.  The recommendations for widening Illinois 47 in 

18 the study area will improve safety along the highway 

19 which has implications for economic development as well.  

20 I support the recommendations for minimizing the road 

21 widening impact on forest preserve lanes along Illinois 

22 47 as well as the accommodation of pedestrian bicycle 

23 transportation in the corridor.  The recommendations for 

24 the interchange are consistent with the Sugar Grove 
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1 conference and plan, the transportation plan and the 

2 future land use plan.  

3     No.5.  Brian Smith.  To increase the impact area 

4 north of Green Road to include Willow Creek Drive and to 

5 add a turn lane off of 47 onto Willow Creek Drive due to 

6 accidents and traffic flow, I mean, basically backing up 

7 traffic and we already have accident problems turning 

8 into Willow Creek Drive off of 47 and we fear with the 

9 increase of traffic flow and the impact area not 

10 including Willow Creek Drive that there's going to be 

11 more accidents.  So the lanes cut down just before Green 

12 Road on the plan and it goes back to a single lane road 

13 right at Willow Creek Drive.  

14                   (Which were all the open house

15                    public comments.)

16     

17     

18     

19     

20     

21     

22     

23     

24     
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1 STATE OF ILLINOIS  )

                   ) SS

2 COUNTY OF DUPAGE  )

3

         I, Christine Golden, CSR No. 84-2126 in and for 

4

the State of Illinois, do hereby certify that I reported 

5

in shorthand the proceedings at the public hearing of 

6

the above-entitled cause, and that the foregoing 

7

transcript is a true, correct and complete report of the 

8

entire proceedings so taken at the time and place 

9

hereinabove set forth. 

10

11

12

13

14

                  ____________________________________

15                   Christine Golden, CSR

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
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1     MR. COLE:  I guess I already announced this in the 

2 other room and they'll be streaming in, whoever wants to 

3 attend.  Welcome everyone to the Public Forum for the 

4 Sugar Grove Parkway, Illinois Route 47 at the Reagan 

5 Memorial Tollway I88 interchange permit study.  We will 

6 now provide some brief guidelines for the public forum 

7 and get started.

8          The purpose of tonight's forum is to provide an 

9 opportunity for anyone to publicly state their opinion 

10 about the interchange study.  Any comments regarding 

11 this project are welcome.  We have a court reporter here 

12 this evening and they will be documenting all the verbal 

13 comments made.  This document will become part of the 

14 public hearing record.

15          In order to participate you must fill out the 

16 yellow sign-up form.  If you would like to participate 

17 and have not already done so or have already not signed 

18 up please raise your hand and I will get you a form and 

19 pen, raise your hand and when you're finished I'll pick 

20 it up.  I don't have any current forms.  So if you are 

21 going to speak the way it works is you're going to come 

22 up and state your first and last name and spell your 

23 last name for the court reporter and then comments 

24 should be concise and two minutes.
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1          The only form I have right now is from Bill and 

2 he is in the other room getting his questions answered.  

3 We'll see if he comes back with any comments after he 

4 gets those answers to his questions.  Does anybody else 

5 want to sign up?

6     MS. COWAN:  Hello.  My name is Jennifer Cowan, 

7 J-E-N-N-I-F-E-R, C-O-W-A-N.  I'm with Crown Community 

8 Development and I represent Crown's interest in the 

9 interchange as it pertains to our adjacent property.  

10 The phase one study exhibits indicated 10,050 feet of 

11 access control along our property frontage north and 

12 south of the interchange.  It is Crown's understanding 

13 that access control is dictated by tollway policy and we 

14 are seeking an exception to access control limits north 

15 of the interchange.  I would like to submit this letter 

16 to the public record which details our request and 

17 provides specifics in terms of the exception we are 

18 seeking.  Thank you.

19     MR. COLE:  Anybody else?  We'll be here till 7:00 

20 for anybody else that wants to make a public comment 

21 regarding the interchange study.  Maybe other people 

22 from the other room will trickle in and want to make a 

23 comment.  Anybody who wants to speak can do so now.

24          Hold on.  You have to step up to the microphone 
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1 and we have a court reporter to my left.

2     MR. RYAN:  Identify myself?

3     MR. COLE:  Say your first and last name and spell 

4 your last name for the court reporter.

5     MR. RYAN:  My name is Dan Ryan, R-Y-A-N.  I live in 

6 Willow Creek.  My concern is there will be no left turn 

7 going north into Willow Creek.  Now you've got to go two 

8 lanes, one is going to go -- the right lane is going to 

9 go into Green Road, the other is going to continue 

10 ahead.  You have no left-turn lane there.  You're 

11 setting up a situation for some nasty accident because 

12 already people when you're trying to make a left turn 

13 into Willow Creek trucks especially will pass you on the 

14 right, go off on the shoulder to do it.  That's my 

15 complaint.

16     MR. COLE:  Okay.  

17     MR. RYAN:  Coming down the other way if you have 

18 any power as far as the speed limits, there's a long 

19 hill coming south from the stop sign up and there's a 

20 big curve and by the time they're at the top of the 

21 hill, and I know because I drove a truck many years ago, 

22 they're shifted into high gear already so by the time 

23 they come around that curve they're doing 55 and trying 

24 to get on to Willow Creek is a monster.  I had to the 
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1 other day, two days ago, pull off on the shoulder myself 

2 or take the chance of being run down by a tractor 

3 trailer.  That's my comments.

4     MR. COLE:  Thank you.

5     MR. BAUGHMAN:  My first name is Peter Baughman, B, 

6 like boy, A-U-G-H-M-A-N.  Do you want my address or 

7 anything?

8     MR. COLE:  No.  

9     MR. BAUGHMAN:  Okay.  I am just concerned with the 

10 traffic control at the intersections in the affected 

11 area.  Originally you were stating it was going to be 

12 considering stoplights and it appears now in the final 

13 plan there's nothing but stop signs at all of the 

14 intersections.  I was talking to a few of the people 

15 next door and they're commenting that today's study, the 

16 traffic amount is not requiring anything other than stop 

17 signs.  My concern is the improvement of the tollway 

18 intersection is going to immediately impact that traffic 

19 amount.  I mean, we live in Red Oaks Subdivision and we 

20 come off on Seavey Road right now and it's difficult at 

21 times to make a left-hand turn from our two-lane street 

22 into the two-lane 47.  We're going to have four lanes of 

23 traffic and a turn lane to cross with traffic preceding 

24 at approximately 55 or who knows what miles an hour and 
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1 we're going to be taking a chance making a left-hand 

2 turn out on to 47.  So I really think they need to 

3 reconsider the stop signs and put in some type of 

4 traffic control.  Thank you.

5     MR. COLE:  Thank you.

6     MS. SPEHAR:  My name is Diane Spehar, S-P-E-H-A-R, 

7 and I live off of 47 in Nottingham Woods and my biggest 

8 concern is the speed and the fact that you're adding 

9 lanes and we've got semi-trucks, because that's why 

10 we're increasing this roadway is so we can accommodate 

11 the truck traffic, and the left-hand turn or right-hand 

12 turn going south is now down to a single lane instead of 

13 two lanes which was the original proposal and there were 

14 some comments made about being able to get out on to 47 

15 going north from the multiple streets so now they've 

16 gotten rid of the median, they've painted it and so now 

17 you're going to still have trucks going 55 miles an hour 

18 because if they're coming southbound on 47th at the 

19 intersection of Main Street, which is now a four-way 

20 stop, I just saw a gentleman there, by the change next 

21 year that's going to become a major intersection.  

22 Between Main Street and Green Road it will be two lanes.  

23 By the time those trucks get to the top of the hill 

24 going south on 47 they are now doing 55, changing gears 
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1 and going full speed and now you're telling me I want to 

2 make a right-hand turn at Midlothian or Nottingham Drive 

3 or Oak Leaf Drive and I've got a semi going 55 miles an 

4 hour behind me because I have no right-turn lane to get 

5 out of the way.  Thank you.

6     MR ANDERSON:  My name is Michael Anderson, spelled 

7 A-N-D-E-R-S-O-N.  And I have to agree with the previous 

8 comment.  I drive a semi for a living in that area and 

9 live there as well.  So coming south on 47 there's a lot 

10 of potential for problems, one of them being that you're 

11 going from two lanes to four lanes increased speeds, 

12 increased volume in traffic, people turning right, and 

13 also bringing to that people coming off of Green Road, 

14 cutting through to get on southbound 47.  I see a lot of 

15 potential for accidents.  I think there needs to be 

16 maybe a consideration to widen 47 further up to the 

17 north and maybe even consider a traffic signal at Green 

18 Road so it's a safer interchange for anybody and also I 

19 know some of the neighborhood out there by Willow Creek 

20 or whatever it is has no turn lane going northbound.  

21 That's another concern I have.  That's it.  I know 

22 that's not pertaining to the tollway but future 

23 planning.

24     MR. COLE:  Thank you.
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1     MS. STOBER:  I'm Debbie Stober, S-T-O-B-E-R.  I 

2 also live in Nottingham Woods, Mike's neighbor, who 

3 previously talked.  I think another thing to add on to 

4 him is the school buses.  We have a lot of school buses 

5 that come in and out of Nottingham Woods and Willow 

6 Creek and if they don't have a proper lane to turn, I 

7 work from home so I hear cars honking at the semi 

8 drivers and all that so it's just -- I don't want four 

9 lanes, I want to live in the country, but if it needs 

10 protection I think we also need to look at it for school 

11 buses.  Thank you.

12     MR. LEONARD:  Hello, my name is Jodie Leonard.  

13 Last name L-E-O-N-A-R-D.  I live in Hannaford Farm 

14 Subdivision off of Merrill Road and I was looking at the 

15 projected numbers for traffic flow 20 years from now and 

16 it is kind of alarming.  Merrill Road will be a shortcut 

17 for anyone from the southeast who wants to get onto 88 

18 east.  Currently Merrill Road Ts into Bliss Road and 

19 anybody in the subdivisions around there and anybody 

20 else possibly to the east would definitely use Merrill 

21 Road as a shortcut and currently I think it says 1200 

22 per day, the amount of traffic.  That may go up as much 

23 as eight or nine times in the future and it's just a 

24 two-lane road as it stands and runs right by our 
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1 subdivision and right between our subdivision and 

2 Hannaford Farm, the park district, not the park district 

3 but the -- what am I'm trying to say, the woods and the 

4 bike trails and people cross, walking across Merrill 

5 Road from either our subdivision to get to the nature 

6 preserve and I'm just concerned about when people find 

7 out this is a shortcut in the road and they will within 

8 a week it's going to be a really busy road and I'm 

9 hoping maybe Sugar Grove or IDOT will take into 

10 consideration the amount of stress that road is going to 

11 see as far as traffic and that's it.

12     MR. COLE:  Thank you.

13     MR. MORELLI:  My name is Fred Morelli, 

14 M-O-R-E-L-L-I.  We live off of Scott Road.  We moved out 

15 here in 1972.  Same house, same wife, and we moved out 

16 here because it was quiet and it was dark at night and I 

17 don't -- and I just don't see that continuing.  It's 

18 gotten louder, it's gotten more lights and I just wonder 

19 if anything that anybody says here is going to make any 

20 difference or if the government is just going to 

21 steamroll over us all, which seems to be the program.  

22 I'm not a happy camper.

23     MR. ANDERSON:  Michael Anderson, A-N-D-E-R-S-O-N. 

24 One more thing I was just thinking about was just the 
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1 Green Road intersection with 47 and I'm just thinking, I 

2 mean, everybody wants to see traffic move swiftly 

3 through there and efficiently to the tollway and back 

4 and I'm just thinking, you know, as a truck driver, you 

5 know, if you've got a lot of people turning off of Green 

6 in the morning rush hour, a lot of Canton Hill people 

7 will probably be coming through on Green to access 47 to 

8 get to the tollway, I see a lot of potential accidents, 

9 you know, people trying to make that left to go south.  

10 It would be nice to see if there was some way to maybe 

11 further that four lanes a little more just to give a 

12 little more of a buffer zone for people coming out.  

13 Also the Willow Creek neighborhood, like I said, have a 

14 better access in and out of there, safer access and then 

15 everybody is moving smoothly.  That's all.

16     MR. COLE:  Thank you.

17     MR. SUHAYDA:  My name is Bill Suhayda, last name is 

18 S-U-H-A-Y-D-A.  I'm at 43 West 445 Thornapple Tree Road 

19 right on the corner of 47 and Thornapple Tree Road.  Two 

20 concerns.  Actually one or two concerns but if I can 

21 remember all of them.  Noise abatement, quality of life, 

22 resale value of my house if the noise gets too much, too 

23 high and I anticipate the noise will get greater because 

24 we're going from two lanes to four and when a highway 
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1 project like this is completed I would assume that 

2 industry will increase in the area which would also 

3 impact even a higher volume of traffic on the highway.  

4 So noise abatement is a concern.  I have also been told 

5 that the trees I have along Route 47 which protects my 

6 house from any vehicles coming off the highway would be 

7 cleared, they would come off.  So I have no buffer zone 

8 in terms of safety from any trucks that may come off or 

9 any cars that may come off.  Anybody in the yard that --  

10 and I have two granddaughters, if they are in the yard 

11 would be severely impacted obviously from anybody coming 

12 off that highway.  So those are my concerns.  Resale 

13 value if I decided to leave is also a concern of mine.  

14 Thank you.

15                       (Which were all the comments

16                        made at the Public Forum.)

17     

18     

19     

20     

21     

22     

23     

24     
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1 STATE OF ILLINOIS  )

                   ) SS

2 COUNTY OF DUPAGE  )

3

         I, Christine Golden, CSR No. 84-2126 in and for 

4

the State of Illinois, do hereby certify that I reported 

5

in shorthand the proceedings at the public hearing of 

6

the above-entitled cause, and that the foregoing 

7

transcript is a true, correct and complete report of the 

8

entire proceedings so taken at the time and place 

9

hereinabove set forth. 

10

11

12

13

14

                  ____________________________________

15                   Christine Golden, CSR

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
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