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CHAPTER 4:  ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES, IMPACTS AND MITIGATION Environmental Assessment 

June 2017 4-21 IL 131 – Russell Road to Sunset Avenue 

The preferred alternative also impacts buildings and requires relocations on five properties. The commercial and 
industrial buildings may be able to be relocated on the same property. Given the small number of relocations and 
the availability of replacement housing, residents that must move because of the IL 131 project are expected to have 
options to relocate close to their original locations, if they so choose.8,9 IDOT will determine the mitigation for the 
building impacts during contract plan preparation (Phase II), which will include coordination with the affected 
property owners. 

Table 4-2 summarizes the land required for the preferred alternative, including potential relocations. The purchase 
of private property and cost of moving residents and businesses to build the project is regulated by state and federal 
laws, including the “Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform 
Act), as amended” and IDOT’s Land Acquisition Procedures Manual. Housing resources are available to all 
relocatees without discrimination.

Table 4-2: Land Required for the Preferred Alternative 

Land Use

Permanent 
Right-of-Way 

(acres)

Permanent 
Easement 

(acres)

Temporary 
Easement 

(acres)
Relocations
(buildings) Comments

Residential 19.10 0.00 0.64 0

Commercial 6.39 7.52 6.14 1 Impacts Fritz’s Corner, 
1670 Green Bay Road, Zion

Industrial 6.47 0.00 0.25 1

Impacts a building and shed on 
property owned by Cleveland 
Corporation, 42810 N. Green Bay 
Road, Zion

Agriculture 8.50 0.00 0.10 0

Total 40.46 7.52 7.13 2

* Permanent right-of-way includes 1.00 acre donated by the Waukegan Park District (see Section 4.14.2). Permanent easement includes 7.52
acres from Waukegan National Airport for shifting IL 131 near the airport.

The preferred alternative will shift and lower IL 131 between Beach Road and Yorkhouse Road to comply with 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations and planned expansions at the Waukegan National Airport.
Lowering the roadway will require Suddard Street, Center Street, Zephyr Street, Townline Road and Eastwood 
Road to be closed at IL 131 and will land lock 13 residences. The airport is currently acquiring homes in these areas 
as they become available on the open market. Close coordination will continue between IDOT, FHWA, the 
Waukegan Port District (owner/operator of the airport) and the FAA so that both projects will be compatible and 
the IL 131 project will not preclude the construction of the airport project. Based on the coordination efforts to date,
the airport has agreed to buy the remaining properties that will be impacted by lowering IL 131. Impacts to these 
properties will be evaluated, coordinated and approved through the environmental process for the airport project

8 "Lake County, IL." Lake County, Illinois. Accessed June 05, 2017. http://www.lakecountyil.gov/154/Chief-County-Assessment-Office.
9 "Discover Your Perfect Home." Find Real Estate, Homes for Sale, Apartments & Houses for Rent - realtor.com®. Accessed June 05, 

2017. http://www.realtor.com/.
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The Environmental Assessment is available for public review and 

comment through December 16, 2017 at IL131Project.com, select 

local libraries, municipalities located within the study area, and the IDOT 

District One office.  A complete listing of these locations can be found 

on the project website.


