US ROUTE 20 (LAKE ST.) AT

IL ROUTE 59 (SUTTON RD.)
PROJECT NEWSLETTER

Project Update

IDOT has been working with stakeholders as part of the
interchange improvement study of US 20 at IL 59 since the first
public meeting in January 2012. The purpose and need of the
proposed action is to provide an improved transportation facility
by addressing the needs of safety, capacity and mobility, and
vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access. The proposed plan
includes the addition of a new northbound to eastbound ramp, a
widened median along IL 59 between US 20 and Laurel Oaks Drive,
U-Turn lanes on IL 59, and a right turn lane from westbound US 20
to Red Oak Drive. In addition, drainage and median barrier
improvements, traffic signal modernization and pedestrian and
bicycle accommodations are being implemented as part of the

project.
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The public hearing for the project was held on Tuesday, January 14,
2014 at the Bartlett Hills Country Club. The meeting was an open
house format with a continuous audio/visual presentation, exhibit
boards, scale aerial images of the project area and a brochure. The
purpose of the meeting was to present the preferred alternative
for the project and review the stakeholder involvement process to
date. The meeting was attended by 40 people. A total of three (3)
comment forms were received at the meeting and a total of ten
(10) attendees provided comments directly to the court reporter.

Next Steps

Phase | Preliminary Engineering and
Environmental Studies
(Spring 2014)

Phase Il Land Acquisition
(Initiate 2014)

Phase Il Contract Plan Preparation
(Initiate 2014)

Phase lll Construction
(Following Phase Il Design)

This project newsletter is

provided as a follow up to

comments received at the
public hearing.




Open House Public Hearing Follow Up

Following the public hearing, IDOT reviewed the public input received. Formal responses to the areas of
concern are noted below.

» Noise Analysis

As part of the Phase | Study, a noise analysis was
performed to determine roadway noise impacts to
adjacent landowners. As a result of the traffic noise
evaluation, noise abatement walls were recommended
to be erected in locations that were feasible, effective
and reasonable based on the number of receptors
receiving substantial traffic noise reduction benefits.

Noise wall locations were recommended in the northwest quadrant of the interchange.

Viewpoint letters to determine the preference for a noise wall were sent to residents that were identified
as benefitted receptors. A benefitted receptor is defined as a resident or property owner that would
receive at least a 5 decibel traffic noise reduction or greater as a result of a noise barrier. Although many
residents will receive a noise reduction from

noise abatement measures, only residents New Web Address!

with a 5 decibel or greater reduction were For more information, please visit us at:
provided viewpoint letters with ballots for

voting. If you did not receive a letter, the : .dot.il.gov/us20-IL59/index.html

noise assessment model did not identify
your property as a benefitted receptor. Factors such as topography and location of exterior building
areas, such as decks and patios, played an integral part in the identification of receptors without a 5
decibel or greater improvement.

To date, the Project Team has received the required number of responses to the viewpoint letters. The
majority of responses are in favor of the noise abatement measures therefore noise walls will likely be
included in the project. It should be noted that several comments were received regarding the potential
noise wall location along the west side of IL 59 and north of Southwicke Drive. The Project Team has
reviewed the comments received, and a reduction in noise wall length to allow for sight lines to the
commercial properties is now proposed. Revision to the potential noise wall location is posted to the
project website.

» Right-of-Way Concerns

Two comments were received regarding the proposed improvements in the southeast quadrant of the
interchange. The preferred alternative includes construction of a new NB IL 59 to EB US 20 ramp in this
quadrant, as well as associated grading and drainage improvements. The comments focused on the
existing and future landscaping in the impacted parcels. Removal of existing trees and the installation of
new trees will be part of the Phase Il design plans. Trees are replaced at a minimum ratio of 1:1 for
balled and burlapped trees or 3:1 for seedlings.
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Following the public hearing, the Project Team further evaluated property impacts in the southeast
guadrant and, where feasible, minimized impacts by reducing
the area of proposed improvements. A revised exhibit with
potential property impacts in the southeast quadrant is
posted to the project website.

> Red Oak Drive Intersections

One stakeholder indicated a desire for a right turn lane from
NB IL 59 to Red Oak Drive. The feasibility of this right turn
lane location was investigated during the project design. The

volume of turning traffic required to meet criteria for
installation of this right turn lane was not met. Additionally, construction of this turn lane would require
right-of-way from several parcels along IL 59, as well as adversely impact the existing detention basin
near the intersection. For these reasons, a right turn lane from NB IL 59 to Red Oak Drive will not be
constructed as part of this project. A right turn lane from WB US 20 Red Oak Drive is included in the
preferred alternative.

One stakeholder indicated obstructed site lines for vehicles turning from Red Oak Drive onto US 20. Sight
lines at this intersection were reviewed during the project design and were determined to be within
current design standards. Concerns regarding existing and proposed landscaping along the side slopes
and within the roadway ditches will be investigated during the Phase Il design.

» Traffic Signals and Signal Synchronization

One comment regarding the traffic signal warrant analysis at the intersection of Red
Oak Drive with IL 59 was received. Traffic signal installations must meet warrants that
are based on parameters such as traffic volumes, pedestrian crossing volumes, crash
history, roadway classification and spacing with respect to other signalized

intersections. Red Oak Drive with IL 59 does not meet the criteria required for the
installation of a traffic signal and will remain unsignalized as part of the US 20 at IL 59
Interchange improvements. Traffic signal synchronization will be included as part of the proposed
improvements. Optional U-Turn lanes will be constructed for vehicles turning out of the Walnut Hills and
Southwicke on Sutton subdivisions to foster the desired left turn movement in a safer manner.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Marnell M. Morse, Project Manager
Illinois Department of Transportation, District One
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

US20IL59Study@burnsmcd.com
Phone: (847) 705-4107




