llinois Department of Transportation

2300 South Dirksen Parkway / Springfield, lllinois / 62764

September 13, 2011

CIRCULAR LETTER 2011-14
NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT FOR MUTCD COMPLIANCE DATES

COUNTY ENGINEERS/SUPERINTENDENTS OF HIGHWAYS
MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS/DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC WORKS/MAYORS
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

On August 31, 2011, a Notice of Proposed Amendments (NPA) was published
in the Federal Register, proposing to revise most of the target compliance
dates contained in Table I-2 (see attached) of the 2009 Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) for upgrading existing traffic control devices
in the field that do not meet the current MUTCD standards. The deadline for
comments to the docket is October 31, 2011. The Federal Register notice,
which provides detailed discussion of the FHWA's proposal, can be viewed at:

www.gpo.qgov/fdsys/pka/FR-2011-08-31/pdf/2011-22006.pdf

Mail or hand-deliver comments to the U.S. Department of Transportation,
Dockets Management Facility, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E., Washington,
DC 20590; submit electronically at www.requlations.gov; or fax comments
to (202) 493-2251. All comments should include the docket number that
appears in the heading of the NPA document.

While this NPA would impact retroreflectivity compliance dates if adopted as
published, the minimum retroreflectivity requirement for regulatory, warning,
guide, and street name signs would not change. Therefore, the department
recommends that agencies continue to develop sigh management or
assessment methods and begin replacing non-compliant signs accordingly.

Please contact the Local Policy and Technology Unit at dot.localpolicy@illinois.gov
with any questions.

Sincerely,

Darrell W. Lewis, P. E.
Acting Engineer of Local Roads and Streets

Attachment



Table I-2. Target Compliance Dates Established by the FHWA

2009
MUTCD 2009 MUTCD
Section Section Title

Number(s)

Specific Provision Compliance Date

T Implementation and continued use of an
Maintaining

January 22,2012 (c)-2 years

Minimum assessment or management method that is
2A.08 . designed to maintain traffic-requlatory and warning
Retroreflectivity . o X
sign retroreflectivity at or above the established
Levels -
minimum levels (see Paragraph 2)

from the effective date of
this revision of the 2009
MUTCD

guide signs that are identified using the assessment]
January 22,2018 (c)

established minimum levels.

Crashworthiness of sign supports on roads with January 17, 2013 {a)-(date
2A.19 Lateral Offset  |posted speed limit of 50 mph or higher (see established in the 2000

Paragraph 2) MUTCD)
2B.03 ~e9 ) - 9 N December 22, 2013 (b)

Signs revisionsto Table 2B-1 (%)
. I . . - roriaf

2B.09 =i January 17,2011 (a)

(R2-1)  |SPEEDlegend

ol T of i : ; ot had

New requirements in the 2009 MUTCD for the

2B.40 ONE WAY Signs number and locations of ONE WAY signs (see December 31, 2019
(R6-1, R6-2)
Paragraphs 4, 9, and 10)
Photo-Enforced-
2B.55 '9 New signs (2003 MUTCD Section 2B.46) (*) December 22, 2013 (b)




_ _
Signs

2C.06 through
2C.14

Horizontal
Alignment Warning
Signs

Revised requirements in the 2009 MUTCD
regarding the use of various horizontal alignment
signs (see Table 2C-5)

December 31, 2019

RN
13)




Name-Signs(D3-2) [IMUTCD-
Approachesto- |accessto-each-direction-of the freeway or
Interchanges expressway
2E.31, 2E.33, | Plaques for Left- |New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD to use E1-
and 2E.36 Hand Exits 5aP and E1-5bP plaques for left-hand exits December 31, 2014
2G.01 through- 9 =19 : 9 rySig '
2G.07 ®
9 . . New Section-2E.59-in-the 2003-MUTCD-(*) December 22,2013 (b)
2G15 Guide-Signs
Reference Location-
Reference Location;
Signs
o I - - .
21.07 o . E »sign-€ December22, 2013 (b)
Signing MUTCD Section-2D.45)
TRAVELINFO-
CALL 511 Signs- [New TRAVELINFO CALL 511 Sign(D12-5)(2003-
(b12-5and D12- |MUTCD Section2D.45)
5a)
2J.05 Size-of Lettering Servi . 200¢ D Section 2F.05! January 17,2011 (a)
: New-design-and-size-of EM-1sign-(2003-MUTCD-
Section-21.03)
EM-1a)
Pavement-Markings | ion. gy | ;
Crosswalk- Gap-between-transverse lines-of a-crosswalk-(2003-
Markings MUTCD Section 3B.17)
December 31,2014 5 years
from the effective date of
New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that this revision of the 2009
Yellow Change and . -
durations of yellow change and red clearance MUTCD, or when timing
4D.26 Red Clearance

Intervals

intervals shall be determined using engineering
practices (see Paragraphs 3 and 6)

adjustments are made to the
individual intersection and/or
corridor, whichever occurs
first




December31,2014-5 years
New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that the fro.m thg effectwe date of
. . . this revision of the 2009
. pedestrian change interval shall not extend into the —
Pedestrian Intervals . MUTCD, or when timing
4E.06 . red clearance interval and shall be followed by a X
and Signal Phases : adjustments are made to the
buffer interval of at least 3 seconds (see Paragraph (. . . .
individual intersection and/or
4) . X
corridor, whichever occurs
first
Pedestrian Sighals I (b)
Sign(W5-2)
Worker Safety New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that all
6D.03* . . workers within the right-of-way shall wear high- December 31, 2011
Considerations -
visibility apparel (see Paragraphs 4, 6, and 7)
High-Visibility New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that all
6E.02* 5 flaggers within the right-of-way shall wear high- December 31, 2011
Safety Apparel e
visibility apparel
7B.11
7B.12
7D.04* Unlfor'm of Adult I\!eyv.r.eqwrement in the 2009 MUTCD for high- December 31, 2011
Crossing Guards |visibility apparel for adult crossing guards
Grade Crossing
(Crossbuck) Signs_
(R15-1)-and Retroreflective strip on Crossbuck sign and support
Number-of Tracks- [{(2000-MUTCD-Section-8B.02)-(*)-(see Paragraph 7 January-17,-2011 (a)-
8B.03,8B.04 Plague(R15-2P)-at]in Section 8B.03 and Paragraphs 15 and 18 in December 31, 2019
Active-and-Passive-|Section 8B.04)
Grade Crossings-




Crossbuck
Assemblies with  [New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for the use of

8B.04 YIELD or STOP [STOP or YIELD signs with Crossbuck signs at
Signs at Passive |passive grade crossings
Grade Crossings

December 31, 2019

* MUTCD requirement is a result of a congressional mandate.
Notes: All compliance dates occurring after January 31, 2011 that were previously published in the MUTCD and that

do not appear in this table have been deleted.
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