
November 22, 2011 
 
 
 
CIRCULAR LETTER 2011-18 
 
INTERIM APPROVAL – OPTIONAL USE OF COLORED PAVEMENT FOR BIKE 
LANES IN ILLINOIS 
 
 
COUNTY ENGINEERS/SUPERINTENDENTS OF HIGHWAYS 
MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS/DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC WORKS/MAYORS 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
 
On May 9, 2011, the department requested interim approval for the use of colored 
pavement for bike lanes in Illinois.  The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
gave the department interim approval on May 20, 2011, provided specific conditions 
are met.  Please see the attached memorandum from the Bureau of Operations for 
details on these conditions. 
 
Local agencies electing to use colored pavement for bike lanes must maintain an 
inventory of locations where green colored pavement is used for dedicated bike 
lanes under their jurisdiction in accordance with the conditions of the interim 
approval.  Any site where green colored pavement is installed must be modified if 
necessary to a condition that meets requirements of the MUTCD within three 
months of the issuance of a final rule regarding this application.  Green colored 
pavement shall be removed if it is determined to be the cause of a serious safety 
concern or if FHWA terminates this interim approval. 
 
Please contact the Local Policy Unit at dot.LocalPolicy@illinois.gov with any 
questions about this interim approval. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Darrell W. Lewis, P. E. 
Acting Engineer of Local Roads and Streets 
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