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Foreword

Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue is a Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) from
Interstate 80 to 75th Street. Metro Transportation Group in association with CH2M HILL,
Inc. has prepared this SRA report for the Naper/Weber/Larkin corridor for the Illinois
Department of Transportation and the Strategic Regional Arterial Subcommittee of the Work

Program Committee of the Chicago Area Transportation Study.

As a SRA route, the Naper/Weber/Larkin corridor is intended to function as part of a regional
arterial system, carrying high volumes of long-distance traffic in conjunction with other SRA
routes and the regional expressway and transit systems. This report is one element of a long-
range plan for all routes in the SRA network. Together, the route studies constitute a

comprehensive, coordinated plan for the entire SRA network.

This report includes a description of the SRA study objectives and process, a detailed
exposition and analysis of the existing route conditions, recommendations for ultimate and
basic improvements, and documentation of the public involvement process including citizen

comments.

CHI332/003.WP5
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Summary of Recommendations

For study purposes, the Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) was divided into four segments (see Exhibit S-1,
attached following this section). The following is a summary of the major
recommendations for each segment.

SRA Segment I: Larkin Avenue from I-80 to Knapp Road

o From I-80 to Knapp Road, six lane cross section (three through lanes
in each direction) with an 18 foot wide raised median which requires 30
feet of additional right-of-way, 25 feet on the west side and 5 feet on
the east side of the roadway

o Controlled access along this section, limiting minor intersections and
access drives to right-in/right-out only

. Dual left turn lanes on Larkin Avenue at the U.S. 30 intersection

SRA Segment II: Weber Road from Knapp Road to Joliet-Naperville Road

o From Knapp Road to Joliet-Naperville Road, six lane cross section
(three through lanes in each direction) with an 18 foot wide raised
median to Renwick Road and a 30 foot wide raised median north of
Renwick Road to Joliet-Naperville Road, requiring an additional 20 feet
of right-of-way

o All widening is proposed to occur on one side of Weber Road.

o Construct a transition curve (realignment) between Weber Road and

Joliet-Naperville Road



SRA Segment III: Naper Boulevard from Weber Road to 75th Street

o From Weber Road to Washington Street, six lane cross section (three
through lanes in each direction) with a 30 foot wide raised median
between Weber Road and Boughton Road and an 18 foot raised median
north of Boughton Road to Washington Street

o From Weber Road to Washington Street, an additional 20 feet of right-
of-way will be required

o From Washington Street to 75th Street, maintain existing four lane

cross section (two lanes in each direction)

o Grade separate the 75th Street intersection, providing a ramp (75th
Street over Naper Boulevard) connection in southwest quadrant of
interchange

SRA Segment IV: Naper Boulevard/Naperville Road from 75th Street to
Roosevelt Road (ILL 38)

o De-designated as SRA north of 75th Street

o Future consideration should be given to create a one-way couplet
between Ridgeland Road and Plank Road utilizing existing Naperville
Road and Naper Boulevard, allowing three through lanes in each

direction and auxiliary lanes within the existing right-of-way.

o Between U.S. 34 (Ogden Avenue) and Plank Road, acquire 66 feet of
right-of-way for southbound lanes.

o Grade separate the Illinois 56 (Butterfield Road) intersection, creating

a compressed diamond interchange

S-2
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Chapter 1
Introduction

The 2010 Transportation System Development Plan adopted by the Chicago Area
Transportation Study (CATS) and the Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission
(NIPC) recognizes that not all long-distance highway travel can be handled by the
expressway system. Realizing that the arterial system will have to carry some long-
distance trips, the 2010 Plan designated a system of Strategic Regional Arterials
(SRAs) to supplement the expressway system.

The SRA system is a 1,340 mile network of existing roads in the Northeastern Illinois
region. They create a network of sixty-six (66) routes intended to serve as a second
tier to the expressway system. The regional highway system, consisting of existing
and planned expressways and strategic regional arterials, is shown in Exhibit 1.

Identification of routes that comprise the SRA system was determined based upon the
projected levels of future travel demand within different parts of the region, with
spacing ranging from about three miles apart in the more densely developed areas to
about eight miles apart in predominantly rural areas. Within this network, there are
significant differences in the roadway environment which determines how various types
of routes may function in the system. Three different types of SRA routes have been
designated, corresponding to three different types of roadway environment:

. Urban Routes
° Suburban Routes
. Rural Routes

The designation of route types within the overall SRA system reflects the expected
density of long range development within the different portions of the region.
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This report is concerned with Naperville Road, Naper Boulevard, Weber Road and
Larkin Avenue, which were originally designated a SRA corridor from ILL 38
(Roosevelt Road) to Interstate 80. The cornidor is highlighted in Exhibit 1. The
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA, which traverses
DuPage and Will Counties, has been classified as suburban along its entire length.
Upon completion of the public hearings, held after the report was produced in "Draft”
form, the northern section of the corridor, Naper Boulevard and Naperville Road,
between 75th Street and ILL 38, was removed from the SRA planning network. This
will be discussed in Chapter IV of this report. Chapters I through III will address the
original SRA corridor from ILL 38 south to I-80.

SRA Planning Objectives

The SRA system is intended to accomplish certain specific objectives within the overall
regional transportation system:

Supplement an expanded expressway system by:

o Improving access to expressways
o Providing alternatives for some portions of expressway travel
o Providing a lower cost substitute for expressways in some corridors

I-3



Enhance public transportation and personal mobility by:

o Improving access to rail transit stations

o Improving operating conditions for buses and other transit vehicles
o Identifying opportunities for future transit facilities

. Maintaining pedestrian accessibility

Accommodate commercial vehicle traffic by:
. Improving structural clearances

o Maximizing through traffic movement

SRA Design Concept

A report on design concepts for the SRA system, prepared by Harland Bartholomew
& Associates, Inc., was endorsed by the CATS Policy Committee. These concepts

have been used as a guide, but not as a policy, in developing the improvement plan
for the Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor that is

described in this report.



Organization of the Report

This report presents a summary of the SRA planning study for the Naperville
Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor. It is organized as
follows:

Existing Conditions (Chapter II)

o A description of the existing physical characteristics, traffic
operations, safety, transit operations, environmental concerns
and land uses along the Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/
Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor.

Planning Framework (Chapter III)

o A description of the framework in which the recommended SRA
plan will be situated. This includes a description of route design
characteristics, design criteria, travel forecasts, future land use
zoning and development, future roadway and transit planning,
future areas of concern, and a summary of the roadway
recommendations.

Recommended SRA Plan (Chapter 1V)

o A description of recommended SRA corridor plan including lane
arrangement, right-of-way, an arterial operations and level of
service summary, intersection capacity planning analysis,
construction and right-of-way costs, and short term

recommendations.
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Public Involvement (Chapter V)

o This section contains minutes from the Advisory panel meetings,
newsletters and other information related to the public
involvement program.

I-6



Time Frame

The SRA study of the Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
corridor began in May, 1991 and continued through calendar years 1992 and 1993.
Conclusions and recommendations are based on conditions existing during the study
period as well as known developments and plans by others that were current at that
time.

SRA planning for the Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
corridor involved the Illinois Department of Transportation, the Chicago Area
Transportation Study, the DuPage County Division of Transportation, the Cities of
Naperville and Wheaton, and the Will County Department of Highways as well as the
many communities that served and/or were affected by the route. Input was received
through a series of three meetings with a SRA Advisory Panel.

Also, public hearings were held on December 15, 1992 and December 17, 1992 to
present the draft recommendations. The Appendix to this report contains minutes from
the Advisory Panel meetings, and other information on the public involvement
program.

Based upon input from the public hearings and resultant meetings held within the City
of Naperville after the public hearings, the northern portion of the corridor, between
75th Street on the south and ILL 38 on the north, was removed from the list of
Strategic Regional Arterials. The Existing Conditions (Chapter II) section and the
Planning Framework (Chapter III) sections of this report continues to address the
section of the original corridor between 75th Street and ILL 38. The Recommended
Plan (Chapter IV), also addresses some specific locations that were previously
recommended for improvements within the northern section. However, based on the
public opinion, the northern section of the corridor was de-designated as a SRA route
and removed from the SRA planning network.

-7
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Chapter II
Existing Conditions

The Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/ Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA corridor study
area extends from I-80 to ILL 38 through Will and DuPage Counties, a distance of
approximately 27 miles. As shown in Exhibit 2, the corridor has been divided into
four segments for purposes of analysis and planning:

o Segment I - Joliet (I-80 to Knapp Road)

. Segment I - Will County (Knapp Road to Joliet-Naperville Road)
o Segment III - Naperville - South (Naperville Road to 75th Street)
o Segment IV - Naperville/Wheaton (75th Street to ILL 38)

The Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor serves as
a north/south connection between ILL 38 (Roosevelt Road) and I-80. This SRA
corridor supplements the north/south traffic movements of ILL 59, approximately four
miles west, and ILL 53, approximately three miles east. The regional importance of
Naperville Road, Naper Boulevard, Weber Road and Larkin Avenue is emphasized by
the fact that they are crossed by four other SRA routes (ILL 38, ILL 56, 75th Street,
and Renwick Road) and three expressways (I-88 East-West Tollway, I-55 Stevenson
Expressway, and 1-80). The Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin
Avenue corridor serves as a major arterial roadway and has numerous access points
within the cities and villages it bisects. Therefore, it serves both local and regional
trips.

Existing physical characteristics along with safety, traffic, and transit data for each of
the segments was collected from numerous sources (see Table 1). Information was
also obtained from field reconnaissance, as well as discussions with state, county,
village, and city officials at the Advisory Panel meetings.
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Table 1

Sources of Data Describing Traffic and Transportation Characteristics of
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue in 1991/1992

Item

Traffic Volumes
. Average Daily Traffic

Data Source

W

- 1989 DuPage County Traffic Map, 1987 Will County Traffic Map,
- DuPage County Division of Transportation

. Intersection Turning Movement Counts - DuPage County Division of Transportation
. Truck Classification - Hllinois Department of Transportation Office of Planning & Programming
Accidents - Hinois Department of Transportation Division of Traffic Safety.
Collision Diagram Information (1987, 1988, 1989)
- DuPage County Division of Transportation
Transit
. Routes - Regional Transit Authority
J Ridership ~ Metra
- PACE

Traffic Control
. Signalized Intersection Locations

. Other Traffic Control

- Field Reconnaissance

Cross Section
. Lane Widths and Arrangements

. Shoulder Widths

. Type of Section

- As Built Plans-1llinois Department of Transportation, and
DuPage County Division of Transportation

- lllinois Department of Transportation, Scope Report OPP-Planning Services Section

- Reconnaissance

. Bus and Loading Zones

Right-of-Way - Lllinois Department of Transportation, Scope Report OPP Planning Services Section
- Hllinois Department of Transportation, Roadway Plans
- DuPage County Tax Parcel Map
- DuPage County Division of Transportation Roadway Plans
- Will County Department of Highways
Curb/Roadside Use
. Parking - Field Reconnaissance

Structures

- Illinois Department of Transportation. Scope Report OPP Planning Services Section

Other Features

- Illinois Department of Transportation. Scope Report OPP Planning Services Section
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Corridor Overview

In general, the existing Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
corridor consists of four travel lanes (two in each direction) with curb and gutter
drainage. Median treatments vary considerably throughout the corridor. The Larkin
Avenue section utilizes a narrow (4 foot) mountable median. The Weber Road section
has a 4 foot painted median. The Naper Boulevard section has a raised (curbed) grass
median, painted median and no median at various locations. Naperville Road basically
maintains a center median of left turn lanes except through the Danada Forest Preserve
and north of Danada Drive in Wheaton. The existing right-of-way varies from 80 to
208 feet throughout the Larkin Avenue portion of the corridor. The wider right-of-
way exists south of McDonough Street at the I-80 interchange area. North of Knapp
Road, the remainder of the corridor maintains a 100 foot R.O.W. except for sections
of Naperville Road north of Blanchard Road, where R.O.W. widths reduce to 66 feet.
There are a few locations where the existing R.O.W. meets or exceeds the desired
minimum of 120 feet.

The corridor has no access control with numerous signalized intersections and three
existing grade separated interchanges. The corridor is paralleled by another SRA (ILL
59) approximately four miles west and an expressway (I-355-North/South Tollway)
approximately four miles to the east.

Average Daily Traffic

Table 2 shows that existing traffic demand on Larkin Avenue ranges from 17,900 to
30,000 ADT. North of Plainfield Road to 75th Street, the Weber Road/Naper
Boulevard existing traffic demand ranges from 13,000 to 18,000 ADT. The existing
traffic demand on Naper Boulevard/Naperville Road north of 75th Street ranges from
15,500 to 41,500 ADT. The highest volumes along the corridor (35,500 to 41,500
ADT) occur between Ogden Avenue (U.S. 34) and Warrenville Road.
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Table 2
Average Daily Traffic Volumes along
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/
Larkin Avenue

Location I ADT (vpd)
| —

O
Larkin Avenue

1-80 30,000
McDonough Street 23,250
U.S. 52 (Jefferson Street) 24,250
Ingalls Avenue 28,200
Theodore Street 23,200
U.S. 30 (Lincoln Highway) 17,900
Weber Road
Caton Farm Road 16,500
Renwick Road 17,000
Normantown Road 17,500
Lily Cache Road 15,300
Naper Boulevard
Weber Road (Joliet-Naperville Rd) 13,000
Boughton Road (Joliet-Naperville Rd) 16,000
Washington Street 15,400
75th Street 27,200
Hobson Road 20,000
Maple Avenue 25,100
Ogden Avenue 41,500
Naperville Road
Diehl Road 35,700
Warrenville Road 33,250
ILL 56 (Butterfield Road) 26,700
Blanchard Road 15,400
ILL 38 (Roosevelt Road) 15,400
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This area is highly developed with a mix of commercial and retail uses. In addition
to the adjacent land uses, the area in this vicinity also attracts a significant amount of
traffic due to the tollway (I-88) interchange. Another high volume area is between I-
80 and U.S. 52 (Jefferson Street) in Joliet. This area is also influenced by the
interstate (I-80) interchange. Under current traffic conditions, peak period congestion
is evident along various sections of the corridor. However, it is much more prevalent
in the northern portion of the corridor, especially between Ogden Avenue and
Warrenville Road.

Transit Operations

Table 3 lists other transportation facilities that cross or are adjacent to the corridor.
The list contains the Burlington Northern Railroad with the Burlington Northern Line
crossing between Ogden Avenue and Maple Avenue. The Chicago &
Northwestern/West Line is located approximately one-half mile north of the northern
terminus of the SRA corridor in Wheaton. Two other railroads (Elgin, Joliet &
Eastern Railroad) cross Weber Road north of Knapp Road. However, they do not
have a Metra commuter line operating along them.

Several Pace bus routes run along sections of the corridor. Additional routes also
cross the corridor at numerous locations.
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Physical Constraints

There are several existing physical and environmental concerns along the Naperville
Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor. Limited right-of-way
is a major concern in several areas along Larkin Avenue and Naperville Road. This
concern is especially great through the City of Joliet where multiple businesses front
onto Larkin Avenue and constrain the 80 feet of existing right-of-way. There are also
some right-of-way constraints along Naperville Road. Any future roadway widening
could greatly impact both single and multi-family homes as well as commercial
properties. In addition, there are a few locations where forest preserves, wetlands or
floodplains are on one side or both sides, thus causing a constraint. Sources for this
information are located in Table 4.

Current Planning, Design, and Construction Activity

There are current planning, design, and construction activities that have a direct
bearing on the corridor. The following activities, because of their current status, were
considered existing conditions for the Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber
Road/Larkin Avenue SRA study. The projects in progress or proposed along
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue in the next five years
include the widening of Joliet-Naperville Road between Weber Road and Washington
Street. This project was taken into account in the recommended plan presented in
Chapter IV.
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Table 4

Sources of Environmental and Land Use Data Along Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue

Item

Parkland and Other Open Space

Data Source

Listing of Land and Water Conservation Fund (LAWCON) Projects; U.S.
Department of the Interior, National Park Service

1985 Bikeways Plan; Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission

lllinois Natural Areas Inventory; Illinois Department of Transportation,
District 1, Project and Environmental Studies

Visual Survey 7/91

Illinois Nature Preserves System 1987-1988 Report and 1990 Update; llinois
Nature Preserves Commission

Forest Preserve District of DuPage County

Forest Preserve District of Will County

Wetlands National Wetlands Inventory Map, United States Department of the Interior, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service
Floodplains FIRM, Flood Insurance Rate Map, Federal Emergency Management Agency

FLOODWAY, Flood Boundary and Floodway Map, United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development

Hazardous Materials

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
Information System (CERCLIS) Listing, 5/91; U.S. EPA Superfund Program

Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Listing, 12/88; lllinois Department of
Transportation Environmental Division Files

Historic Sites

Existing and Future Land Use

|

'____—-—l[_"____—___-———_’
Visual Survey, 7/91, Communities & County Planning Depts.

The National Register of Historic Places, 1990; U.S. Department of the Interior

Nlinois State Historical Markers Text Book, 1973; Illinois Historic Structures
Survey

Inventory of Historic Structures and Historic Landmarks, 1973; Illinois Historic
Structures Survey
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Detailed Summary of
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
Segment Definitions

The existing physical characteristics, traffic operation, safety, public transportation,
environmental concerns, and land use in the five segments defined along the Naperville
Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor are presented below.

Segment I - Joliet (I-80 to Knapp Road)

Segment I of the Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA
is approximately 3.25 miles long, extending from I-80 to Knapp Road. Segment I
includes portions of the City of Joliet and the City of Crest Hill.

Physical Characteristics

Generally, this entire segment has four lanes (two in each direction) with curb and
gutter. Throughout most of the segment, a four foot mountable median is provided.
This median widens to allow the introduction of separate left turn lanes at all

signalized intersections.

The existing right-of-way varies in this segment from 66 to 208 feet. The area of
limited right-of-way is between McDonough Street and Theodore Street. The area of
maximum right-of-way is south of McDonough Street near the 1I-80 interchange. The
existing right-of-way information is shown in Exhibits A-1 and A-2. It should be
noted that there is one major structure within Segment I, the bridge carrying Larkin
Avenue over [-80. (See Table 5)

I1-12



In general, the roadway in Section I is very straight. However, the roadway does
curve horizontally north of Plainfield Road to connect to Weber Road. This curve,
known as the Larkin Extension, was constructed in the mid-1970’s to create a
continuous north-south arterial between Weber Road and Larkin Avenue. A 30-foot
wide median is provided at the McDonough Street intersection to provide for
northbound to westbound dual left turn lanes. At all other signalized intersections, a
14-16 foot painted median is provided for single left turn lanes.

|

Table 5
Existing Major Structure Along Segment 1-Larkin Avenue
I-80 to Knapp Road

Feature

IDOT Structure
Refeference Over Under

099-0108 1-80

Traffic Control, Operations and Safety

Major intersections within the segment include McDonough Street, U.S. 52 (Jefferson
Street), Theodore Street (ILL 7) and U.S. 30 (Plainfield Road). All of these
intersections are signalized and incorporate separate left turn lanes on all approaches.
There are also other signalized intersections at Glenwood Avenue, Black Road, Ingalls
Avenue and two shopping center access driveways.

During the morning and evening peak hours, vehicles crossing these major

intersections are frequently delayed. Multiple commercial driveways also affect the
traffic operation on Larkin Avenue between McDonough Street and Oneida Street.
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There is no parking allowed throughout this segment and the speed limit ranges from
35 mph to 45 mph through most of this segment.

Existing traffic demand, based on 1987 Will County Average Daily Traffic (ADT)
maps, is approximately 23,000 to 28,000 between McDonough Street and Knapp Road.
Near the I-80 interchange, between I-80 and McDonough Street, the ADT is
approximately 30,000 vehicles. Inspection of travel patterns in this segment show that
McDonough Street (westbound) and U.S. 52 (Jefferson Street) are two of the major
origins and destinations of Larkin Avenue traffic. See Exhibits A-1 to A-4.

Accident data (See Exhibits A-1 and A-2) was obtained for 1987, 1988 and 1989.
The maximum calculated intersection accident rate is 0.83 accidents per million
entering vehicles (MEV) at U.S. 52 (Jefferson Street). The accident rates at the
remaining intersections ranged between 0.40 MEV and 0.80 MEV. Segment accident
rates ranged from 2.44 accidents per million vehicle miles (MVM) between Ingalls
Avenue and Theodore Street to 6.55 MVM between McDonough Street and U.S. 52.

Public Transportation

There are no rail transportation facilities (see Table 3 and Exhibits A-3 and A-4) that
operate in this segment of Larkin Avenue. Pace bus routes 501, 502, 503, 505 and
507 all serve Larkin Avenue in this segment. (See Exhibits A-1 and A-2 and Table
3). The Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railroad (EJ & E) does maintain a rail line
approximately 0.75 miles west of Larkin Avenue that runs parallel to Larkin Avenue,
then turns east and crosses Weber Road north of Plainfield Road. This line however,

is not a commuter rail line.

I1-14



Environmental Constraints and Land Use

Within this segment is a leaking underground storage tank (L.U.S.T.) site (A & R
Katz Management/Hillcrest Center) in the northwest corner of the Larkin
Avenue/Theodore Street intersection. (See Table 6).

Table 6
Summary of Environmentally Sensitive Land Uses and Sites Along
Segment I on Larkin Avenue

Item Exhibit No. Reference Description
e =l_=_____________

Historic Sites None Noted

CERCLIS Sites None Noted

L.U.S.T. Sites B2 L2 A & R Katz Management/Hillcrest
Larkin Avenue & Theodore Street

The existing land use through Segment I also varies. Commercial uses are prevalent
between I-80 and Oneida Street and between Ingalls Avenue and Knapp Road. The
area between Oneida Street and Ingalls Avenue is mostly residential. Joliet Township
West High School, Hufford Junior High School, Joliet Catholic Academy and a private
religious school are also located on Larkin Avenue between Oneida Street and
Theodore Street.
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Segment II - Will County (Knapp Road to Joliet-Naperville Road)

Segment IT (Weber Road) of the Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin
Avenue SRA is approximately 9.5 miles long extending from Knapp Road (south) to
Joliet-Naperville Road (north). This segment is located in Will County and includes
portions of the City of Crest Hill and the Village of Romeoville.

Physical Characteristics

This segment is a four lane roadway (two lanes in each direction) with curb and gutter
and a four foot painted median. The alignment of Weber Road has a slight horizontal
shift to the west near Division Street, Taylor Street, and South Carillon Drive. Weber
Road curves to the east to intersect Joliet-Naperville Road near the Clow International
Airport.

The right-of-way within the segment remains a constant 100 feet. There are existing
homes on both sides of Weber Road along a few portions of this segment. The speed
limit in this segment is 50 mph. No parking is permitted on both sides of the roadway
along the entire segment. The existing right-of-way information is shown in Exhibits
A-5 to A-9. Four major structures are located in this segment. Two structures carry
Weber Road over waterways and two structures carry Weber Road over other
transportation facilities (I-55 and the EJ & E Railroad). There is also one at-grade
railroad crossing at the EJ & E spur. (See Table 7).
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Table 7
Existing Major Structures Along Segment 1I-Weber Road
Knapp Road to Naperville-Joliet Road

IDOT Structure Feature
Reference Comments
Over Under
099-3325 Rock Run Creek Minor Waterway
099-3319 EJ & E Railroad
099-0178 I-55 Completed in 1991
099-3333 Lily Cache Creek Minor waterway

Traffic Control, Operations and Safety

Major intersections within the segment include Caton Farm Road, Renwick Road,
(SRA), Normantown Road and the I-55 Ramps. Renwick Road, Normantown Road
and the I-55 Ramps are currently signalized. All of the intersections have left turn
lanes on each approach. Other signalized intersections include North Carillon Drive
and Joliet/Naperville Road.

The existing traffic demand along this segment is approximately 15,500 - 17,000 ADT.
This volume is based on mechanical twenty-four hour counts taken within the segment
during 1991. Accident data for this segment was unavailable. The speed limit on this
segment ranges from 35 - 50 mph. See Exhibits A-5 to A-9.

Public Transportation
There are no public transportation facilities located within this segment. There are no
Pace routes along this segment.

Environmental Constraints and Land Use

The environmental concerns within this segment from south to north (See Exhibits B-3
to B-7) consist of wetlands at several locations. Wetlands have been identified on both
sides of Weber Road near the intersection of Knapp Road, Taylor Street, Normantown
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Road and on one side near Lily Cache Road. Several floodplains also exist along this
segment, as highlighted in Exhibits B-3 to B-7.

No historic, CERCLIS, or L.U.S.T. sites are located along this segment.

The primary existing land use along this segment is agricultural. However, with the
recently constructed interchange at Weber Road and I-55, there are several
developments either planned or in progress in the vicinity of the interchange. A
commercial/industrial park (Windham Lakes Business Park) is currently under
construction immediately north of I-55 on Weber Road. (See Exhibit B-6).
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Segment III - Naperville-South (Weber Road to 75th Street)

Segment III (Joliet-Naperville Road and Naper Boulevard) of the Naperville
Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA is approximately 4.5 miles
long, extending from Weber Road to 75th Street. This segment includes the Villages
of Bolingbrook, Lisle, and the City of Naperville. This segment also traverses Will
and DuPage Counties.

Physical Characteristics

Throughout the entire segment, the roadway is a four lane facility with variable median
widths and curb and gutter drainage. There are exclusive left turn lanes at all
signalized intersections and at most unsignalized intersections. The roadway is called
Joliet-Naperville Road from its intersection at Weber Road north to Washington Street.
Joliet-Naperville Road is currently two lanes wide between Weber Road and
Washington Street. This section is currently being reconstructed to contain two lanes
in each direction with a painted center median. North of Washington Street, the
roadway becomes Naper Boulevard. The roadway generally extends north-south with
several areas of horizontal curvature. Two approximate 15 degree horizontal curves
create an "S" curve between Washington Street and 87th Street, where Naper
Boulevard runs east/west in the middle of the curve.

The right-of-way within the segment is generally 100 feet. Right-of-way is limited on
both sides of Naper Boulevard by residential neighborhoods and parks. (See Exhibits
A-8 to A-10).

One major structures does exist within Segment III. This includes the bridge over the
East Branch of the DuPage River. (See Table 8 and Exhibit A-8).

11-33



Traffic Control, Operations and Safety

Major intersections within the segment include Boughton Road, Washington Street, and
75th Street (SRA). All of the major intersections are signalized. There are also other
signalized intersections, Similar to the other segments, all signalized locations include
left turn lanes on all approaches. A median also provides channelized left turn lanes
at most non-signalized locations. The speed limit throughout this segment ranges
between 35 - 55 mph, and parking is not allowed.

Table 8
Existing Major Structures Along
Segment 1II-Naper Boulevard
Weber Road to 75th Street

IDOT Structure Feature
Reference
Over Under
DuPage River
099-3322 W_(East Branch)

During the morning and evening peak hours, vehicles crossing the major intersections

experience congestion. The greatest amount of congestion is near 75th Street.

The existing traffic demand, based on the 1987 Will County Average Daily Traffic
(ADT) Map, 1989 DuPage County ADT Map and the City of Naperville, is
approximately 16,000 ADT between Weber Road and Washington Street, and 14,000
ADT between Washington Street and 75th Street. (See Exhibits A-8 to A-10).
Traffic volumes in this segment are mainly oriented towards 75th Street.

Accident data (See Exhibits A-8 to A-10) was obtained for 1987, 1988 and 1989 for
the segment north of Washington Street to 75th Street. Calculated intersection accident
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rates include 0.65 accidents per MEV at 75th Street. The calculated segment accident
rate is 0.59 per million vehicle miles between Washington Street and 75th Street.

Public Transportation

There are several PACE bus routes that operate along this segment of the corridor.
Routes 823, 819, 678, and 787 operate either along or cross Segment III.

Environmental Constraints and Land Use

The environmental concerns within this segment include several detention/retention
areas that are located near various residential developments. Several wetlands and
parks are also located along this segment. (See Exhibits B-8 to B-10). No historic
sites, CERCLIS sites or L.U.S.T. sites were identified within this segment.

The land use at the south end of this segment is currently becoming retail in nature.
Several shopping centers are planned or are under construction near the Boughton
Road intersection. Retail/commercial uses also exist near the intersection of 75th
Street. The Clow International Airport, located between Boughton Road and Weber
Road on the west side of Joliet-Naperville Road, is under consideration for major re-
development. Residential areas dominate the remainder of this segment.
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Segment IV - Naperville/Wheaton (75th Street to ILL 38)

Segment IV of the Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA
is approximately 7.8 miles long, extending from 75th Street to ILL 38. The segment
includes portions of the City of Naperville, City of Wheaton and the Village of Lisle.

Physical Characteristics

Generally, this entire segment has four lanes (two in each direction) with curb and
gutter. North of I-88 to ILL 56 (Butterfield Road), the roadway has six foot paved
shoulders on each side. North of Plank Road to AT & T Drive, a 12 to 16-foot
painted median exists, with the exception of the I-88 underpass where the median
narrows to approximately 4 feet. North of AT & T Drive to ILL 56 (Butterfield
Road), no median is provided. Between ILL 56 (Butterfield Road) and Blanchard
Road, the roadway cross section consists of six lanes with a 16-foot raised median.
Within this segment, two lanes of travel are provided in each direction and the curb
lane on each side is striped as a continuous right turn lane.

Between Blanchard Road and the entrance to Seven Gables Park, the existing roadway
is a four lane facility (two lanes in each direction) with curb and gutter and 11-foot
wide painted median. North of Seven Gables Park to ILL 38 (Roosevelt Road), the
existing roadway is a four lane facility with curb and gutter and no median. The
roadway does widen to provide center left turn lanes at the intersections of Longfellow
Drive, Farnham Lane and ILL 38 (Roosevelt Road).

The right-of-way within Segment IV varies. Between Plank Road and AT & T Drive,
the existing right-of-way is constant at 100 feet. North of AT & T Drive to ILL 56,
the existing right-of-way is 80 feet. Between ILL 56 and Blanchard Road, the existing
right-of-way is 100 feet. Between Blanchard Road and ILL 38, the right-of-way varies
between 66 and 100 feet. Numerous residential driveways have direct access to
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Naperville Road between Tennyson Drive and ILL 38. (See Exhibits A-11 and A-
15).

There is one major structure within Segment IV. This includes the bridge carrying the
Burlington Northern Railroad over Naper Boulevard. (Seec Table 9 and Exhibit A-

12).

Table 9
Existing Major Structures Along
Segment IV-Naperville Road
75th Street to 1L138

IDOT Structure Feature
Reference
Over Under
Structure Number 1-88
Not Known
Structure Number Burlinton
Not Known Northern Railroad

Traffic Control, Operation and Safety

Major intersections within Segment IV include U.S. 34 (Ogden Avenue), Naperville
Road, Diehl Road, I-88 Ramps, Warrenville Road, ILL 56 (SRA), Blanchard Road
and ILL 38 (SRA). All of the major intersections are signalized and include separate
left turn lanes. There are several other signalized intersections and unsignalized
intersections. Other signalized intersections within this segment are Farnham Lane and
Elm Street. No separate left turn lanes are provided on Naperville Road at Elm Street.
The unsignalized intersections are "stop" sign controlled on the minor approaches.

During the morning and evening peak hours, vehicles experience congestion along this
segment between I-88 (East-West Tollway) and U.S. 34 (Ogden Avenue). The speed
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limit within this section ranges between 35-50 mph. There is no parking allowed
throughout Segment IV.

The existing traffic demand, based on City of Naperville counts and the 1989 DuPage
County Average Daily Traffic (ADT) map, between Plank Road and U.S. 34 (Ogden
Avenue) is 26,900 ADT. The existing demand is 41,500 ADT between U.S. 34 and
Diehl Road, 35,700 ADT between Diehl Road and Warrenville Road, 33,250 ADT
between Warrenville Road and ILL 56, 26,700 ADT between ILL 56 and Blanchard
Road and 15,400 ADT between Blanchard Road and ILL 38 (Roosevelt Road). (See
Exhibits A-11 and A-15).

Accident data (see Exhibits A-11 and A-15) was obtained for 1987, 1988 and 1989.
Calculated intersection accident rates vary from 0.34 per million entering vehicles
(MEV) at Blanchard Road to 1.24 MEV at U.S. 34 (Ogden Avenue). The segment
accident rates range from 1.11 per million vehicle miles (MVM) between Warrenville
Road and ILL 56 (Butterfield Road) to 5.75 MVM between Plank Road and U.S. 34
(Ogden Avenue).

Public Transportation

One transportation rail facility operates in this segment. The Burlington Northern
Metra line crosses over Naper Boulevard approximately one-half mile south of Plank
Road. Metra stations are located in Naperville, approximately 2.75 miles west of the

corridor, and in Lisle, approximately 2.7 miles east of the corridor.

Several Pace bus routes serve the area within this segment. Routes 819, 678, 787 and
689 either travel on or cross Segment IV. (See Table 3 and Exhibits A-8 to A-12).
Several Pace routes either cross or run along the segment. Pace routes 781, 737, 829,
713 and 707 all provide service along this segment. (See Table 3 and Exhibits A-11
through A-15).
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The Chicago & North Western/West Line is located approximately one-half mile north
of ILL 38. A Metra station is located in Wheaton near the intersection of Main Street
and Front Street. (See Table 3).

Environmental Constraints and Land Use

The environmental concerns within this segment (See Exhibits B-11 through B-15 and
Table 10) include a forest preserve, detention/retention ponds and a leaking
underground storage tank (L.U.S.T.) site at the Tollway Authority Maintenance
building at I-88.

The Danada Forest Preserve, under the jurisdiction of the DuPage County Forest
Preserve, fronts both sides of Naperville Road from just north of Fairmeadow Lane
to ILL 56 (Butterfield Road), a distance of approximately 4,900 feet.

South of the Forest Preserve, the majority of land uses are commercial/retail. AT&T
facilities are located north of Warrenville Road on each side of Naperville Road.
Several other large office buildings and hotels are located along this segment. All four
quadrants of the U.S. 34 intersection are completely developed with retail/commercial
uses. The Tower Crossing Shopping Mall in the northeast quadrant has very limited
building setbacks from the existing right-of-way.

Several areas of residential land use exist along this segment. These are located on
the south end of the segment between Plank Road and U.S. 34 and between Bell Labs
and the Forest Preserve. At the north end of this segment, residential areas extend
from Blanchard Road to ILL 38.

A historical site, the Warren Wheaton House, is located in the northeast corner of the

Naperville Road/ILL 38 intersection. Another notable land use is the Seven Gables
Park located near the Danada Drive intersection.
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Table 10
Summary of Environmental Sensitive Land Uses and Sites Along
Segment IV on Naper Boulevard/Naperville Road
75th Street to ILL 38

Item Exhibit No. Reference Description
Historic Sites H-1 Warren Wheaton House
CERCLIS Sites B15 None Noted
L.U.S.T. Sites B12 L-2 Tollway Authority, I-88
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Summary

The Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor, which
is approximately 27 miles in length, is characterized by many different land uses and
environmental concerns. The character of the roadway changes dramatically from its
southern terminus at I-80 to its northern terminus at ILL 38 (Roosevelt Road),
although its cross section is generally the same throughout the corridor. The area near
the I-55 interchange, although currently undeveloped, is not expected to remain
undeveloped for long due to the recently constructed interchange.

The area along the corridor in Joliet has developed to near its capacity. Traffic
volumes increase as the corridor approaches I-80. Traffic volumes also increase
dramatically as Naper Boulevard/Naperville Road approaches U.S. 34 (Ogden Avenue)
and I-88 (East-West Tollway). Many commercial and retail land uses exist within this
area. The north central portion of the corridor (Naper Boulevard) is primarily
developed with residential subdivisions with pockets of commercial/retail uses at major
intersections. Traffic volumes throughout the corridor range from a low of 13,000
vehicles per day (vpd) to 41,500 vpd.

The planning framework within which the recommended plan was developed is
explained in Chapter III. Topics discussed in Chapter III include route design
considerations, expected 2010 transportation system changes and traffic volumes, 2010
land use planning and development information, and any future areas of concern
identified during improvement planning.
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Chapter III
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
SRA Planning Framework

Long range planning for the Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin
Avenue corridor must be based on a range of transportation, land use and community
concerns. Regional transportation needs require balancing with local interests, plans,
and constraints.

This chapter outlines the planning framework within which the Naperville Road/Naper
Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor should be viewed. It includes both
existing problems and conditions, as well as expected or forecasted conditions for the
long range. The following is a summary of the important elements of the Naperville
Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue planning framework.

] Functional classification (The role of SRAs in general, and Naperville
Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue specifically, in
serving regional transportation needs.)

o SRA route design considerations and characteristics

o Long range forecasts of highway traffic activity along the Naperville
Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor

. Other planned transportation improvements within, crossing, or near the
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor

. Long range land use plans for the communities and DuPage and Will

Counties
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Existing safety and traffic operational problems along the Naperville
Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor

Existing environmental conditions and constraints

Community concerns, interests and attitudes

These comprehensive, and often conflicting inputs were used to establish a basic plan

for Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue. The following is

specified in the plan:

1)

2)

3)

4)

)

The number of continuous through lanes in each direction along
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue

Locations of future major signalized intersections

Locations of special intersection design needs, e.g., possible
interchanges

A general approach to access management

The need for and locations of special or unique highway solutions
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Functional Classification

Previous planning efforts by the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the
Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS) initially established Naperville Road/Naper
Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue as a Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA). After
the two public hearings in December, 1992, public opposition to the proposed plan had
several ramifications to this SRA corridor. The City of Naperville, which has
jurisdiction of Naper Boulevard from the southern corporate limits of Naperville to
Ogden Avenue (U.S. 34), formally adopted a resolution opposing the plan.
Additionally, the DuPage County Board adopted a resolution formally opposing any
widening of Naperville Road between Blanchard Road and Warrenville Road. As a
result, the Illinois Department of Transportation eliminated the SRA designation from
Naper Boulevard and Naperville Road between 75th Street and ILL 38 (Roosevelt
Road).

The remaining Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor is classified as
suburban for its entire length, from I-80 to 75th Street. As a suburban SRA, the
desirable characteristics of Naper Boulevard/ Weber Road/Larkin Avenue include a six
through lane continuous facility (three in each direction) with a raised median for
access control. The six lane desirable feature is an initial goal in planning, with
recognition that it may not be achievable in some areas. However, it is essential that
any SRA be planned for a minimum of four continuous through lanes (two in each
direction).
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Route Design Considerations

The SRA Design Concept Report, which serves as a guide in the planning of the SRA
system, presents desirable cross sections for each SRA route designation in order to
ensure adequate traffic service and geometric design within the right-of-way width
indicated. The desirable SRA cross section for the suburban designation is shown on
Exhibit 3.

The desirable suburban SRA concept cross section includes 120 to 150 feet of right-of-
way. This width accommodates a six lane (three in each direction) roadway with a 18-
46 foot raised median. The typical cross section implies a closed drainage system by
including curb and gutter at the pavement edge. Other information about the desirable
route characteristics of a suburban SRA are listed in Table 11.
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Table 11
2010 Desirable Route Characteristics
Suburban Strategic Regional Arterials

Right-of-Way 120’ - 150°

Level of Service (Peak Hour)/Design Speed C or D/45 mph

Number of Through Lanes 3 in each direction; 12’ width
Median Width 18’ - 48,’ raised

Bicycle Accommodation 13’ outside lane desirable

Right Turns Turn lanes at all major intersections
Left Turns Dual left turn lanes at all major intersections
Shoulders Where appropriate, 10° width paved
Curbs Yes, with 2’ gutters

Sidewalks Where appropriate, 5° width
Parking Not recommended

Cross Street Intersections Signals with collectors and arterials

New local roads right-in/right-out only
Curb Cut Access Consolidate access points at 500’ spacing with cross easements

Transit Bus turnouts, signs and shelters. Express bus service only. Signal
pre-emption and HOV potential

Number of Traffic Signals per Mile 4 maximum
Signalization Synchronization with pedestrian actuation where needed
Freight: Radii WB-55 typical/WB-60 Type II truck route

Vertical Clearances New Structures: 16’ - 3"

Existing Structures: 14’ - 6"

Loading Off-street loading
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The 2010 Transportation Network

Exhibit 4 illustrates Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue in a more regional
context. The corridor is crossed by two other SRA routes (Renwick Road and 75th
Street). These routes, in combination with Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin
Avenue, form a network of roadways intended to serve regional travel in the area.
Other major arterials that cross this SRA include U.S. 52, U.S. 30, and Boughton
Road. These non-SRA routes will also have a significant impact on the operation of
the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor.

The Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor is paralleled by one other
SRA route, ILL 59, which is approximately four miles west. Other lower class roads
parallel Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue at much closer distances, but
none has the necessary continuity or functional classification to act as an alternative
route for the regional trips the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA is
intended to serve.

The Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA is also crossed by two railroad
facilities. The Elgin, Joliet and Eastern (E.J. & E.) Railroad crosses Weber Road at
two locations just north of U.S. 30. One crossing is grade separated and the other is
at grade.
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Year 2010 Traffic Forecasts

Forecasts of traffic volumes were prepared by CATS to illustrate the level and pattern
of traffic under expected future conditions. The forecasts were based on regional land
use assumptions furnished by the Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC).
They assume a network as specified in the year 2010 plan, with the full SRA system
in place.

The traffic forecasts are used as a reference only - not as a primary tool in corridor
sizing. They provide a means, particularly when compared to existing traffic, of
judging the long range need for corridor improvements. In short, traffic volumes can
be expected to increase over the next 20 years. Employment and population growth
will continue to be significant in Will and DuPage Counties.

As Table 12 shows, the projected volume of traffic along Naperville Road/Naper
Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue varies from approximately 20,000 vehicles per
day (vpd) to more than 50,000. It is forecast that the traffic volumes across the entire
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA are expected to
increase though at a different rate along the corridor.

The CATS forecasts show a demand on the order of 20,000 to 30,000 vehicles per day
(vpd) for the areas between Glenwood Avenue and Normantown Road, between I-55
and Boughton Road, between Washington Street and 75th Street, between Maple
Avenue and U.S. 34, and between Blanchard Road and ILL 38. The forecasts show
that 30,000-40,000 vpd are projected between I-80 and Glenwood Avenue, between
Weber Road and Washington Street, between 75th Street and Maple Avenue, and
between Warrenville Road and Blanchard Road. The forecasts show projected
volumes of 40,000-50,000 vpd between Normantown Road and I-55 and between U.S.
34 and Ridgeland Road. Between Ridgeland Road and Warrenville Road traffic is
forecasted to exceed 50,000 vpd.
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Other Corridor Planning Activities

Roadway Improvements

Previous and concurrent planning information was obtained for the Naperville
Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA corridor from the Illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT), Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS),
Will County, DuPage County as well as the surrounding communities. Several of the
projects mentioned in these documents were considered as existing conditions and are
discussed in Chapter II. These projects are expected to be completed within the next
five years.

Another concurrent study of particular interest has been undertaken by the DuPage
County Division of Transportation. The study identifies the need for roadway
improvements and revised interchange designs between Diehl Road and Warrenville
Road. The study concentrates on possible alternatives for the I-88 interchange and a
possible grade separation of the Naperville Road/Warrenville Road intersection. At
the time of this report, this study had not been completed. Although this area is no
longer a part of this SRA, the improvements to be contemplated appear to be
consistent with the SRA concept.

City and Village Comprehensive Plans

Information regarding local transportation plans, land use plans, and community
objectives was gathered from the comprehensive plans of the villages and cities along
the corridor. Table 13 lists these plans that were reviewed in conjunction with overall
corridor planning.
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Table 13
Summary of Previous & Concurrent Planning Studies Relevant to
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue

Study, Plan or Report

Source

o Traffic Impact Analysis, Shopping Center, Bolingbrook
e Traffic Impact Analysis, Residential Development,

Will County

¢ Traffic Impact Analysis, Office Development, Lisle
¢ Comprehensive Transportation Study (1989)

Village of Bolingbrook
Will County

Village of Lisle

Land Use and Comprehensive Plans

Comprehensive Plan (1989 Update)
Comprehensive Plan (1980)
Comprehensive Master Plan (1985)
Comprehensive Land Use Plan (1985)
Zoning Map (1991)

Land Use Plan (1990)

Zoning Map (1990)

Zoning Map (1985)

Current Developments (1991)

Land Use Plan (1991)

Zoning Map (1991)

Thoroughfare Plan (1988)

City of Wheaton
Village of Romeoville
City of Naperville
Village of Lisle

Will County

City of Joliet
Village of Bolingbrook
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Transit Improvements

There have not been any transit related improvements in the vicinity of the corridor
that have been proposed or planned by others. While Pace has no current plans,
increasing growth in the central to southern study area (both commercial and
residential) indicates that the future demand will require the addition of transit service
to these areas. At this time, no finalized routes have been identified.

Future Land Use and Development

Information regarding existing and future land use plans was obtained from field
observations, input from the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue Advisory
Panel, and from the various communities, regional organizations, and counties (See
Table 13).

Future Conditions

In general, the land use adjacent to the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
corridor is expected to be primarily residential, with several areas of commercial and
office development. The Naperville, Wheaton and Joliet areas are the most notable
commercial areas. The following describes notable areas where land use is changing,
or where particularly intensive development is expected. Significant areas of
development have already occurred and are also noted.

o From I-80 to Knapp Road, the land use varies between commercial/

retail and residential. There are several vacant parcels along this
section that are currently being developed or are being considered for
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development. These parcels are located between McDonough Street
and U.S. 52 and just north of Black Road.

From Knapp Road to Joliet-Naperville Road, the land use is primarily
agricultural with several small residential areas along the corridor. The
area between the two EJ & E railroad tracks is zoned industrial. Near
the I-55 interchange, a business park is currently being developed.
Plans for other commercial/retail uses near the interchange have also
been considered. @ Based on various comprehensive plans and
discussions with village and county officials, the primary future land
uses will be residential, commercial/retail as well as some industrial
uses. There are currently several new residential subdivisions under
construction in the vicinity of 111th Street to Lily Cache Road.

From Weber Road to the East Branch of the DuPage River on Joliet-
Naperville Road, significant changes are taking place with the existing
land use. The majority of land is currently agricultural and a small
airport (Clow International). However, one shopping center containing
a K-Mart and Builders Square has been completed at the northwest
comer of the Boughton Road intersection and another large shopping
center containing a "Target" store has recently been approved. This
center is located in the northeast quadrant of the Boughton Road
intersection. Plans are currently under review for retail uses in the
remaining two southern quadrants. The property containing the Clow
International Airport is also being considered for the location of a large
retail/commercial center. North of the DuPage River to Washington
Street is a community park and green space.
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From Washington Street to 75th Street, the land use is primarily
residential. The residential areas are completely built out. Commercial
uses exist at the major intersections along the corridor as well as at 75th
Street and Maple Avenue.
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Existing Environmental Constraints, Unique Conditions,
and Areas of Concern

I-80 to Knapp Road

Several public and private schools are located within this section. They are the Joliet
Township West High School, Hufford Junior High School, St. Francis Academy, and
the Holy Family School and Church. Two additional churches are also located in this
segment, the Grace United Methodist Church and the Westmunster Presbyterian
Church. A congregate care facility, the Deerbrook Nursing Center, is also located
within this segment. Also, the right-of-way is severely limited in some areas by
commercial and residential land uses. These areas mainly exist between McDonough
Street and Oneida Street and between Glenwood Avenue and Ingalls Avenue. There
are areas (between McDonough Street and Oneida Street) where multiple access drives
affect the operation of Larkin Avenue. Most of these are commercially related. This
segment does not have many environmental constraints such as wetlands or

detention/retention areas.

Knapp Road to Joliet-Naperville Road

This area has several locations where wetlands exist on one or both sides of the
corridor. There are wetlands located near the intersections of Knapp Road, Taylor
Street, Normantown Road, 119th Street, and Lily Cache Road. Several creeks also
cross Weber Road in this section. There is a natural gas pipeline extending along the
east side of Weber Road from Caton Farm Road to Division Street. This pipeline is
within an easement outside the right-of-way. A 12" petroleum line runs along the east
side of Weber Road from South Carillon Drive to 119th Street. This line is located
within the existing right-of-way of Weber Road. A Fire Station is located in the
southwest corner of the Weber Road/Root Street intersection in Crest Hill. Access to

this station is currently off Root Street. A radio tower and major power lines are also
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located within this segment. This section contains one at grade railroad crossing and
one grade separated railroad crossing, both with the E.J. & E. Railroad.

Weber Road to 75th Street

This section has wetlands, retention and detention areas located near the corridor.
Near the East Branch of the DuPage River, a greenbelt has been maintained along each
side of the river. Many residential areas also abut the roadway and create R.O.W.
constraints., Large commercial areas exist within this segment at major intersections.
Several schools are also located along this section of the corridor, Riverswood School,
Scott School, and Steeple Run School. Several churches are also along this section,
Evangelical Covenant Church, and St. Margaret Mary Church. Numerous residential
cross street intersections exist between Washington Street and 75th Street that affect
traffic operations within this segment.

75th Street to ILL 38

This section contains a grade separated crossing with the Burlington Northern
Railroad, and several large commercial/retail centers, such as the Tower Crossing
Mall, Danada Square East and West, A T & T facilities, etc. A pump station is
located adjacent to the corridor at the Burlington Northern Railroad crossing.
Additionally, the I-88 interchange in this segment draws a substantial amount of traffic
to Naperville Road from other major roadways, such as Diehl Road, Warrenville
Road, and U.S. 34. Several detention/retention areas exist along this segment, some
very close to the existing right-of-way. Several churches also exist, the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and the Science Spirituality Church. The existing
right-of-way is limited by forest preserve within this segment on both sides of
Naperville Road south of ILL 56. Limited setbacks of commercial buildings near the
U.S. 34 intersection also limit available right-of-way.
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A park, the Seven Gables Park, and two churches, the Wheaton Chinese Alliance
Church and the Bethel Presbyterian Church, are located north of Blanchard Road.
Wheaton Central High School is located just north of the ILL 38 intersection. A
historical site, the Warren Wheaton House, is also located just north of the ILL 38
intersection. Many individual driveways have access directly to this segment between
Tennyson Drive and ILL 38 that affect operations in this area.

Community Concerns, Interests, and Attitudes

The interest of the communities through which the Naper Boulevard/Weber
Road/Larkin Avenue SRA passes are important factors in arriving at a reasonable
consensus plan for the corridor. A Corridor Advisory Panel was established, and is
comprised of elected officials and technical staff from the communities along and
affected by the SRA corridor. Three panel meetings were held to present SRA
concepts, discuss the corridor, and provide the IDOT consultant with background on

community interests, concerns, etc.

Chapter V of this report contains minutes from the three meetings, held on October
2, 1991, April 22, 1992, and December 2, 1992. The following is a summary of key
concerns discussed at these meetings:

1) The SRA study should be formally adopted by the various
municipalities along the corridor to ensure that development along the

corridor is aware of the guidelines set forth in the final report.
2) Concern was raised about the availability of funding to implement the

proposed plan. IDOT indicated that there currently is no funding set
aside for this SRA corridor, but right-of-way acquisition, access
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control, etc. would be requested to be provided by the various agencies
that control this corridor.

3) There was concern about the proposed design of Naper Boulevard
through the developed residential areas. It was asked if any other
median types besides a barrier median had been considered.

Recommended SRA Corridor Concept for
Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue

Based on the above input, the recommended corridor concept illustrated in Exhibit 5
was established for the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor. The
concept includes number of through lanes, intersection and interchange requirements,
access control, median treatments, and special design features.

Number of Lanes

The importance of Naper Boulevard, Weber Road and Larkin Avenue, which form a
north/south arterial between I-80 and 75th Street, is heightened by the lack of other
continuous facilities serving the same region. Also, future development of non-

developed land will result in substantial increases in traffic over the long term.

From a regional transportation perspective, the need for a continuous six-lane arterial
will be evident in the future. Development of a feasible corridor concept, however,
must be based on the effects of its implementation on adjacent land use, environmental
consideration, and other non-transportation factors.
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Through most of the corridor, existing right-of-way is 100 feet with some sections as
narrow as 66 to 80 feet. This is considerably less than the 120-150 feet necessary for
a full six-lane arterial. Furthermore, development in recent years has intensified in
many areas, creating the potential for costly and/or disruptive impacts to residences
or businesses should additional right-of-way be sought. While the 120-150 foot
dimension is achievable in some locations, it is not possible over most of the corridor.
The area near the recently constructed I-55 interchange is relatively undeveloped at this
time. Therefore, right-of-way acquisition in this area will not have a significant
impact on the surrounding land uses.

With all of the above under consideration, it is the recommendation of this study that
the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor be planned as a six-lane
arterial from I-80 to Washington Street. Between Washington Street and 75th Street,
it is the recommendation of this study that the cross section remain as a four-lane
roadway with the addition of a raised median where one does not currently exist. The
transition from a six-lane facility to a four-lane facility is proposed to occur at
Washington Street to the south due to the change in land use and right-of-way
constraints that occur north of this location. Additionally, Washington Street serves
as an arterial roadway that parallels the SRA corridor, serving downtown Naperville.
Therefore, it is anticipated that a significant amount of traffic will enter/exit the SRA
corridor at Washington Street, as it does today.

It is also recommended that a closed cross section (i.e., curb and gutter) be
implemented over the entire length of Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
corridor. Reconstructing Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue to an open
cross section (rural-type) would require more right-of-way, and would produce
operating speeds incompatible with the suburban character of traffic expected in the
long term.
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Intersection and Interchange Improvements

A more cost-effective and less disruptive strategy (in terms of overall effects) for SRA
corridor improvements focuses on the major intersections. Maintaining reasonable
average speeds and achieving peak period levels-of-service per SRA criteria will
require capacity upgrading for the intersections along the corridor. Spot widening
(requiring additional right-of-way) for double left-turn lanes and right-turn lanes will
be essential elements of an overall corridor concept, particularly at the Naper
Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue intersections of east/west SRAs and other major
roadways (See Exhibit §).

At certain specific locations, special consideration of interchanges or grade separations
will be implemented. These locations include 75th Street. Additional consideration
was given to the intersections of Warrenville Road and ILL 56 to be grade-separated.
These two locations, although no longer formally part of the SRA corridor, were also
addressed. Additional consideration was given to the section of Naper Boulevard
between Ridgeland Road and Plank Road. This area should be considered to be
developed as a one-way couplet.

Access Control

The frequency and spacing of full access points and the locations of signalized
intersections are important considerations in the operations of the recommended four-
lane and six-lane arterial sections. The Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
corridor concept calls for implementing a raised 18 to 30 foot median wherever
physically feasible. The raised median enables strict and safe control over left turn
in/out movements, thereby optimizing arterial operations. It also offers the
opportunity to provide for landscaped median treatments.

Maintaining a median of sufficient width to shelter left-turn movements is essential

throughout the corridor. Where a raised median would be difficult to implement,

painted medians are recommended.
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Chapter IV
Recommended Naper/Weber/Larkin SRA Plan

This chapter details the recommended concept for the Naper Boulevard/Weber
Road/Larkin Avenue SRA corridor. For clarity, the discussion is organized
according to the segments described in Chapter II (see page II-1). For each segment,
this chapter presents specific geometric and/or operational recommendations and
unique features or special roadway designs.

The concept is supplemented by an evaluation of the operational characteristics of the
plan (i.e., level of service and operating speed under future traffic conditions). In
addition, a planning level opinion of potential construction and right-of-way
acquisition costs is presented for each segment of the corridor.

The exhibits that accompany each segment discussion present a design of the
proposed roadway in relation to the existing roadway. The traveled way (i.e., edge
of pavement to edge of pavement) is highlighted on the exhibit. Additional right-of-
way requirements, lane arrangements at intersections, locations of proposed and
existing signals, and the proposed typical SRA cross section are also shown.
Appendix A provides a summary of signalized intersection capacity analyses. Also
included within each segment are diagrams of key intersections showing lane
arrangements, channelization, and special details.
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Segment I - Joliet
(Larkin Avenue from I-80 to Knapp Road)

Segment I of the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA is approximately
3% miles long, extending from I-80 at the southern terminus of the corridor to
Knapp Road. Segment I includes the Cities of Joliet and Crest Hill (See Exhibits C-
1 to C-3).

Cross Section and Geometric Characteristics

The recommended cross section (See Exhibits C-1 to C-3) within this segment is six
basic through lanes (three in each direction), an 18 foot raised median and closed
drainage (i.e., curb and gutter). This cross section can be constructed within 110
feet of right-of-way. The 110 foot right-of-way dimension was selected due to the
physical constraints that exist within portions of this segment. This right-of-way
dimension should provide sufficient border for a 10 foot parkway on each side of the
road. The roadway cross section includes 12-foot lanes and a full width, raised
median. The median itself offers the possibility of special landscaping treatments to
offset the aesthetic effects of a wider roadway.

There are specific locations within Segment I where the above dimensions require
modification. At the intersection of McDonough Street, a 30 foot wide median
should be provided to accommodate the existing dual left turn lanes on Larkin
Avenue. Additionally, a 30 foot wide median is recommended at the U.S. 30
(Plainfield Road) intersection to accommodate dual left turn lanes on both Larkin
Avenue approaches. The existing R.O.W. is sufficient to accommodate this median
width.

The widening of Larkin Avenue should primarily take place on the west side due to
the limited building setbacks on the east side of the roadway. An additional 5 feet of
right-of-way will be necessary along most of the east side of this segment while an
additional 25 feet will be necessary along most of the west side.
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Exhibits C-1 to C-3 show the recommended widening scheme. Beginning at
McDonough Street near the southern terminus of the corridor, to Ingalls Avenue, the
right-of-way requirements would be mainly on the west side. North of Ingalls
Avenue, the six lane cross section will transition back to the existing centerline. The
existing right-of-way north of Ingalls Avenue widens to 120 feet, which can
accommodate the proposed cross section.

Between Theodore Street and U.S. 30, the existing cross section is five lanes (three
southbound and two northbound) with a center median. The outside southbound lane
becomes a right turn lane at the Theodore Street intersection. The only additional
improvements necessary within this portion of the segment is a third northbound lane
and widening the approach to U.S. 30 to accommodate a 30 foot wide median for
dual left turn lanes.

North of U.S. 30 to Knapp Road, substantial right-of-way currently exists (160+
feet) to accommodate the recommended cross section.

Developing the recommended cross section requires tailoring the alignment to
existing conditions and constraints. In general, the recommended Larkin Avenue
roadway plan follows the existing horizontal alignment and attempts to avoid existing
buildings and other sensitive areas. Between McDonough Street and Oneida Street,
there are numerous commercial buildings along the east side of the corridor that are
very close to the existing right-of-way. North of Oneida Street to Glenwood Avenue,
additional commercial and residential buildings exist close to the existing right-of-
way. North of Glenwood Avenue to Ingalls Avenue, single family homes exist very
close to the existing right-of-way. For these reasons and the fact that the buildings
on the west side of the corridor have greater setbacks, the proposed centerline in the
recommended plan is shifted to the west between McDonough Street and Ingalls
Avenue. A final determination of profile and alignment would be made in
subsequent Phase I studies.
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Traffic Control, Operations, and Safety

Much of the land use and local street system in Segment I is well established. It is
essential that the SRA corridor plan for this segment establish a long range
framework that reinforces the operational and safety objectives of the SRA system.
The keys to this are the location of future traffic signals, and the maintenance of
median access control.

The traffic control diagrams at the top of each exhibit depict locations of existing and
potential signalized intersections, the lane arrangements at these locations, and
spacing to adjacent signals. As noted on the exhibits, all crossing roadways that are
not recommended for traffic signalization would be stop-controlled. The exhibits
also indicate locations of proposed median openings, for which design criteria specify
a separation of % mile. Median openings are shown relative to existing land uses
given these criteria. Where an existing driveway or intersection intersects with
Larkin Avenue and no opening is shown, it is the intent of the plan that vehicles
entering or exiting the driveway or other existing or future intersections be restricted

to function only as right in/right out.

The traffic control plan for Segment I calls for the retention of existing signals at
McDonough Street, U.S. 52, Glenwood Avenue, Black Road, Ingalls Avenue, two
shopping center access drives, Theodore Street, and U.S. 30. Programmed in a
ongoing Phase I study along Larkin Avenue is the signalization of the Oneida Street
intersection. Therefore, this signal is shown as existing on the proposed plan.

Upgrading the existing signalization, accompanied by the recommended cross section
and geometric improvements previously discussed, would serve long range needs.
There is one potential signal location within this segment. This location is
approximately 1,060 feet north of the McDonough Street intersection. This access
would serve the large shopping center that currently exists on the west side of Larkin
Avenue (Walmart and Sam’s Club) and the future development that is planned for the
vacant parcels immediately to the north of the existing center. The existing full
access drive serving the Walmart center, located approximately 600 feet north of
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McDonough Street, would become a limited access drive, allowing right turns in and
out and left turns in only. Left turns out of the center can be performed at the
signalized intersections. A typical design of a left turn in/no left turn out access is
shown in Exhibit 6. A connection is also recommended to be provided to the
potential signal between Larkin Avenue and Emery Street. This connection would
allow for the commercial uses along Larkin Avenue that currently have rear access to
Emery Street and the residential uses along Emery Street to have full signalized
access to the corridor. No other additional signals are recommended along this
segment of the corridor. The existing network of side streets along Larkin Avenue
provide for access to the various existing signalized intersections. For example,
Emery Street, Westminister Road and Winthrop Avenue all parallel Larkin Avenue to
the east of the corridor and provide access to the major arterials such as U.S. 52,
Glenwood Avenue, Black Road, and Ingalls Avenue. Palladium Drive and Lois
Place provide access to these arterials on the west side of Larkin Avenue (See
Exhibits C-1 to C-3).

The traffic control and geometric plan for Segment I should result in significant
improvements to safety as well as traffic operations. Signal locations meet suburban
SRA spacing guidelines of % mile or greater, except between the Ingalls Avenue and
U.S. 30. These signals are recommended to remain due to the limited access
available to the sites they serve and the high density uses that are on the sites.
Coordination between these signals is essential to ensure the efficient movement of
through traffic along this section of the corridor.

As noted on the exhibits, all other crossing roadways are stop-sign controlled. Care
should be taken to ensure that sufficient intersection sight distance is afforded for all
stop-controlled intersections. Profile adjustments may also be necessary along with
the relocation of cross street intersections. Improvements to signalized intersections,
such as the addition of right- and left-turn lanes are also incorporated at signalized
intersections (See Exhibits C-1 to C-4 and Exhibits D-1 to D-7).
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The addition of a raised median and turn lanes should also improve safety along this
segment of Larkin Avenue. The raised median allows left turns only at selected
locations and reduces the number of conflict points between cars. Thus, the number
of opportunities for most severe accident types is reduced. The addition of turn lanes
at intersections also reduces the possibilities of accidents by removing the turning
vehicles from through traffic lanes. The addition of turn lanes also reduces the
number of cars accelerating and braking, which should improve air quality. Several
median opening locations are recommended to allow left turns in only. One location
was previously discussed at the Walmart shopping center near McDonough Street.
Another location would serve the two small office buildings on the east side of
Larkin Avenue north of Oneida Street. These two parcels have no other means of
ingress and egress. The remaining location is north of Ingalls Avenue. This access
serves various commercial/retail uses on the west side of Larkin Avenue. The
median opening can be geometrically designed to prevent outbound left turns.

Table 14 summarizes a planning-level intersection capacity analysis that was
performed for all existing and future signalized intersections along Larkin Avenue.
The analysis used the "Year 2010" ADT SRA forecasts provided by CATS as a
guide in the analysis of these intersections. As noted on the table, assumptions for
minor crossroad volumes were made. A complete list of capacity analyses and
assumptions are detailed in Appendix A. The capacity analyses indicates that the
recommended plan should produce acceptable volume to capacity (V/C) ratios of less
than 1.0 for all intersections within Segment I. This in turn should result in
reasonable levels of service during peak periods.
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Table 14
Evaluation of Signalized Intersection Operations Along

Segment I-Larking Avenue (I-80 to Knapp Road)

Intersection of Larkin Ave. and:

McDonough Street
Potential Signal

Oneida Street

U.S. 52

Glenwood Avenue
Black Road

Ingalls Avenue
Shopping Center Access
Theodore Street
Shopping Center Access
U.S. 30

Note: “ Denotes SRA corridor

Lane Arrangements' Year 2010 ADT (vpd)
V/C for
SRA Crossroad SRA? Crossroad? Intersection®
LL-TTT-R L-T-R 31,000 20,000 0.93
L-TT-TR L-T-R 31,500 10,000 0.79
L-TT-TR L-TR 29,000 10,000 0.77
L-TT-TR L-T-TR 30,000 28,000 1.00
L-TT-TR L-T-TR 27,000 15,000 0.71
L-TT-TR L-T-TR 26,000 14,000 0.68
L-TT-TR L-TR 26,000 12,000 0.84
L-TT-TR L-TR 25,000 8,000 0.64
L-TTT-R L-T-TR 24,000 23,000 0.65
L-TT-TR L-TR 22,000 8,000 0.60
LL-TT-TR L-TT-R 21,000 27,000 0.73

! L=Left turn lane; T=Through lane; R=Right turn lane; and TR=Through and right turn lane
2 ADT volumes provided by Chicago Area Transportation Study
3 Assumptions for two-way ADT volumes on crossroad:

20,000 ADT for four lane roadway

12,000 ADT for two lane major roadway

5,000 ADT for two lane minor roadway
4 V/C=Volume to capacity ratio

With respect to safety, the existing four-lane highway functions in a typical manner,

with total segment accident rates ranging from 2.44 to 6.55 accidents per MVM (See
Exhibits A-1 and A-2). With the addition of a raised median and turn lanes, safety
should be improved along this segment of Larkin Avenue.
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Public Transportation

Bus routes currently exist in the southern portions of the corridor. However, most
bus routes only cross the corridor. There are no recommended rail facilities or bus
route additions for this section of the corridor in the near future. As population and
development increases, more bus routes may be warranted. Future bus turnouts
require an additional 5 to 10 feet of right-of-way for a total of 115 to 120 feet.
Consideration should be given to bus shelters at the locations shown on Exhibits C-1
to C-3 on the corridor and also on the cross streets. The appropriate standards for
locating and marking bus stops should be followed.

Construction and Right-of-Way Costs

The consultant’s opinion of the total cost of the recommended plan for Segment I is
$17.4 million in 1991 dollars (See Table 15). This total includes construction costs,
right-of-way acquisition, and reconstruction of structures. (In Segment I, there are no
structures that need reconstructed.)

The construction cost is estimated to be $14.6 million, which includes improving
Larkin Avenue from a four lane roadway to a six lane roadway with an 18 foot
raised median and closed drainage from I-80 to Knapp Road. A retaining wall is
necessary on the east side of the corridor on the south leg of the Theodore Street
intersection.
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Right-of-way costs in 1991 dollars are estimated to be $2.3 million.

Table 15
Opinions of Construction and Right-of-Way Cost for
Strategic Regional Arterial Improvements
Along Larkin Avenue - Segment [
(1991 Dollars)

Roadway Reconstruction $14,570,000

Intersections/Interchanges 100,000

(Relocated Shopping Center)

Structures and Retaining Walls 415,000

(Near Theodore Street)

Other 0
Subtotal $15,085,000

Right-of-Way 2,298,600
TOTAL $17.383,600
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Segment II - Will County
(Weber Road from Knapp Road to Joliet-Naperville Road)

Segment II of the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA is
approximately 9.5 miles long, extending from Knapp Road to Joliet-Naperville Road.
Segment II is entirely within Will County and includes the City of Crest Hill, the
Village of Romeoville and the Village of Bolingbrook (See Exhibits C-4 to C-8).

Cross Section and Geometric Characteristics

The recommended cross section (See Exhibits C-4 to C-8) within this segment
includes six basic through lanes (three in each direction), an 18-foot raised median
between Knapp Road and Renwick Road and a 30 foot raised median between
Renwick Road and Joliet-Naperville Road, and closed drainage (i.e., curb and
gutter). The cross section with an 18 foot raised median can be constructed within
110 feet of right-of-way while the cross section containing a 30 foot raised median
can be constructed within 120 feet of right-of-way. This right-of-way dimension
should provide a sufficient border area for grading, profile ties to crossroads,
placement of closed drainage structures, and sidewalks. The roadway dimensions
reflect full SRA standards, i.e., 12-foot lanes and a full width raised median. The
median itself offers the possibility of special landscaping treatments to offset the
aesthetic impacts of a wider roadway.

Most of the widening of Weber Road is recommended to occur all on one side to
minimize the impact on right-of-way acquisition. Additionally, a natural gas pipeline
currently extends along the east side of Weber Road from Caton Farm Road to
Division Street. The widening through this section is recommended to occur all on
the west side so as not to impact the utility right-of-way. In the section between
Caton Farm Road and Thomas Drive, the widening is recommended to occur on the
west side, maintaining the east edge of pavement. North of Thomas Drive, the
alignment is recommended to shift to the east so the entire widening is on the east
side at the McGilvery Drive intersection. North of McGilvery Drive to the
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horizontal curve near Lily Cache Road, the widening of Weber Road is
recommended to occur entirely on the east side, maintaining the existing west edge of
pavement. (See Exhibits C-4 and C-8).

Developing the recommended cross section will require various improvements to the
existing conditions and constraints. At the intersections of Caton Farm Road and
Renwick Road (SRA), the median will require widening to 30 feet to accommodate
dual left turn lanes at these intersections.

The Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railroad (EJ & E) tracks cross Weber Road at two
locations. The southerly crossing is currently an at grade crossing while the
northerly is grade separated. (See Exhibit C-4). EJ & E has filed for abandonment
of the south at grade crossing. If this abandonment does in fact happen, it is
recommended that the railroad crossing would be eliminated. Metra is currently
evaluating the potential for a north/south commuter service on the EJ & E rail line.
With the exception of the segment between Aurora and Barrington, no station
locations have been identified yet. However, thirty-four possible station locations
have been proposed. The only proposed station site for the EJ & E near the Weber
Road portion of the corridor is at the EJ & E railroad/I-55 crossing. This proposed
site is located approximately 2.5 miles west of the corridor. No station has been
proposed for the crossing at Weber Road.

Details of the proposed intersection plans at Renwick Road (SRA) are provided on
Exhibit D-8.

Traffic Control, Operations, and Safety

Much of the land and local street system in the central portion of Segment II have yet
to be developed. It is essential that the SRA corridor plan for this segment establish
a long range framework that reinforces the operational and safety objectives of the
SRA system. The keys to this are the location of future traffic signals and the
maintenance of median access control. Along the southern part of the segment, some
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of the land use and local street system is well established in the Caton Farm Road
vicinity.

The traffic control diagrams at the top of each SRA plan exhibit indicate locations of
potential signalized intersections, the lane arrangements at these locations and spacing
to adjacent signals. As noted on the exhibits, all crossing roadways that are not
recommended for traffic signalization would be stop-controlled. Median access
breaks are shown on the plan, but are limited primarily to at-grade intersections.
Where no median break is shown, it is the intent of the plan that the driveways and
streets function as a right in/right out.

The traffic control plan for Segment II calls for the retention of existing signals at
Renwick Road, Normantown Road, and the I-55 Ramps. Additional proposed
signalized intersections are also noted. In locating these future signals, SRA
guidelines for signal spacing were referenced, and local network considerations and
future land uses were reviewed to fix the locations. The desirable signal spacing for
suburban SRAs is % mile.

The signalized intersection of Weber Road and Joliet-Naperville Road is shown as
being relocated to the transition curve that is proposed to connect Weber Road and
Joliet-Naperville Road. This transition curve serves as an important part in
maintaining the SRA continuity. The roadway system as it exists today causes the
north/south traffic to make ninety degree turns at the Weber Road/Joliet-Naperville
Road intersection. The proposed realignment will provide for a continuous
north/south arterial that will serve traffic more efficiently.

Potential traffic signals are shown on the plan at all existing cross streets, which are
spaced at one mile intervals. Also shown on the plan are potential signal locations
for future roadway connections to Weber Road when the land is developed.

The traffic control and geometric plan for Segment II should result in significant

improvements to safety as well as traffic operations. Signal locations meet suburban
SRA guidelines of ' mile or greater, except in the Normantown Road/ I-55 area.
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The intent of the plan is to show new signals at locations where they can be
implemented efficiently should accident or other signal warrants be met. Also, the
intent of the plan is to provide direction to Will County, the Villages of Romeoville
and Bolingbrook and property owners regarding acceptable local circulation and
access schemes.

The addition of a raised median and turn lanes should also improve safety along this
segment of Weber Road. The raised median allows left turns only at selected
locations, and reduces the number of conflict points between cars. Thus, the number
of opportunities for most severe accident types is reduced. The addition of turn lanes
at intersections also reduces the possibilities of accidents by removing the turning
vehicles from the through traffic lanes. The addition of turn lanes also reduces the
number of cars accelerating and braking, which should improve air quality.

To verify the reasonableness of the recommended improvements, a planning level
intersection capacity analysis was performed. Table 19 shows the results of that
analysis, which was performed for all existing and future signalized intersections
along Weber Road. The analysis used the "Year 2010" ADT SRA forecasts provided
by CATS as a guide in the analysis of these intersections. As noted on the table,
assumptions for minor crossroad volumes were made. A complete list of capacity
analyses and assumptions are detailed in Appendix A.

The capacity analysis shown in Table 16 includes existing and proposed intersections
along Weber Road. The recommended plan would accommodate the CATS ADT
forecast at most intersections. All intersections have expected V/C ratios of below
1.00 and should operate efficiently with the recommended improvements.
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Table 16
Evaluation of Signalized Intersection Operations Along
Segment II - Weber Road (Knapp Road to Joliet-Naperville Road)

Lane Arrangements' Year 2010 ADT (vpd)
Intersection of Weber Road and: V/C for
SRA Crossroad SRA? Crossroad’ Intersection®
Caton Farm Road LL-TTT-R LL-TT-R 26,000 5,000 0.35
Division Street L-TT-TR L-T-R 24,000 5,000 0.59
Thomas Drive L-TT-TR L-TR 24,000 5,000 0.64
Renwick Road" LL-TTT-R LL-TT-R 23,000 10,000 0.39
Potential Signal L-TTT-R L-T-R 22,000 8,000 0.53
Airport Road L-TT-TR L-TR 20,000 5,000 0.56
Potential Signal L-TTT-R L-T-R 20,500 6,000 0.45
Taylor Street L-TT-TR L-TR 21,000 5,000 0.58
South Carillon Drive L-TTT-R L-TR 21,500 8,000 0.59
Romeoville Road L-TTT-R L-TR 21,500 5,000 0.48
North Carillon Drive L-TTT-R L-R 21,700 12,000 0.75
Potential Signal L-TTT-R L-T-R 21,800 5,000 0.41
Normantown Road L-TTT-R L-T-R 38,000 15,000 0.95
I-55 Eastbound Ramps TTT-R L-R 33,000 8,000 0.73
I-55 Westbound Ramps LL-TTT L-R 35,000 10,000 0.65
Potential Signal L-TTT-R L-T-R 29,000 5,000 0.47
119th Street L-TT-TR L-TR 27,000 8,000 0.70
115th Street L-TT-TR L-TR 25,000 7,000 0.62
11th Street L-TT-TR L-TR 18,200 7,000 0.52
Lily Cache Road L-TT-TR L-TR 38,700 7,000 0.82
Joliet-Naperville Road LL-TT-TR L-T-R 39,000 9,000 0.78
—_—_— e —— — —_———

Note: * Denotes SRA corridor
! L=Left turn lane; T=Through lane; R=Right turn lane; and TR=Through and right turn lane
2 ADT volumes provided by Chicago Area Transportation Study
3 Assumptions for two-way ADT volumes on crossroad:
20,000 ADT for four lane roadway
12,000 ADT for two lane major roadway
5,000 ADT for two lane minor roadway
4 V/C=Volume to capacity ratio
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Public Transportation

The Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railroad (EJ & E RR) crosses Weber Road in two
locations, as previously mentioned. Metra has no current plans to construct a
commuter rail station along this portion of the EJ & E. If the southern EJ & E line
is abandoned, it is recommended that this at grade crossing be eliminated.

There are no bus routes proposed to be added to Segment II. However, as
population and development increases, bus routes may be warranted. Future bus
turnouts will require an additional 10 to 15 feet of right-of-way. Consideration
should be given to bus waiting shelters and paved sidewalks for pedestrians, and the
appropriate standards for locating and marking bus stops should be followed. These
locations are indicated on the proposed plan at one mile intervals, as outlined in the
SRA Concept Plan.

Consideration should be given to preservation of right-of-way at or near the
Normantown Road intersection for a potential park and ride facility. The facility
would primarily serve commuters that use I-55 (Stevenson Expressway). The most
feasible locations for this facility have been shown on the exhibits (See Exhibit C-7).

Construction and Right-of-Way Costs

The consultant’s opinion of the total cost of the recommended plan for Segment II is
$56.4 million in 1991 dollars (See Table 17). This total includes construction costs,
right-of-way acquisition, and reconstruction of structures. (In Segment II, two new
bridges are required at the EJ & E Railroad and at I-55.)

The construction cost is estimated to be $43.2 million which includes improving
Weber Road from a four lane roadway to a six lane roadway with a raised median
and closed drainage. The construction and right-of-way acquisition for the transition
curve between Weber Road and Joliet-Naperville Road is estimated to cost $1.7

million.
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Right-of-way costs in 1991 dollars are estimated to be 3.2 million.

Table 17
Opinions of Construction and Right-of-Way Cost for
Strategic Regional Arterial Improvements
Along Weber Road - Segment II
(1991 Dollars)

Roadway Reconstruction $43,160,000

Intersections/Interchanges 2,100,000
(Renwick Road (SRA), potential
signalized intersections)

Structures and Retaining Walls 5,070,000
(EJ & E Railroad, Flag Creek and I-55)

Other (Transition between Weber Road 2,834,000
and Joliet-Naperville Road, relocation of
petroleum line)

53,164,000
Subtotal
3,233,250
Right-of-Way
TOTAL $56.397.250
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Segment III - Naperville - South
(Naper Boulevard from Weber Road to 75th Street)

Segment III of the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA is
approximately 4.5 miles long, extending along Joliet-Naperville Road from Weber
Road to Washington Street, where the roadway becomes Naper Boulevard, to 75th
Street. The segment is located in the northern part of Will County and the southern
part of DuPage County and includes the Villages of Bolingbrook and Lisle and the
City of Naperville.

Cross Section and Geometric Characteristics

The recommended cross section (See Exhibits C-9 to C-11) within this segment
includes six basic through lanes (three in each direction), an 18 to 30 foot raised
median, and closed drainage (i.e., curb and gutter) from Weber Road to Washington
Street. It is recommended that the existing four lane cross section north of
Washington Street be maintained with the exception of adding a raised median where
one does not currently exist.

The six lane cross section between Weber Road and Washington Street can be
constructed within 120 feet of right-of-way, while the addition of a raised median
where one does not currently exist on the existing four lane cross section north of
Washington Street can be constructed within the existing 100 feet of right-of-way.
The only modifications necessary to the existing cross section north of Washington
Street is to add a raised median in several locations, specifically between Cassin
Road and 75th Street. Between Weber Road and Washington Street, a 120 foot
right-of-way dimension provides sufficient border area for grading, profile ties to
crossroads, placement of closed drainage structures, and sidewalks. These roadway
dimensions reflect full SRA standards, i.e., 12-foot lanes and a full width raised
median. However, the segment north of Washington Street, due to the primary land
use, the built out areas surrounding the corridor, and the narrow existing right-of-
way, does not reflect full SRA standards. It is recommended the existing boulevard
design be carried from Washington Street north to 75th Street. This design can
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accommodate the projected traffic provided by CATS. The raised median itself
offers the possibility of special landscaping treatments to offset the aesthetic impacts
of a wider roadway.

The proposed plan recommends the widening of Segment III only between Weber
Road and Washington Street (Joliet-Naperville Road). Additional widening will need
to be provided between Cassin Road and 75th Street to accommodate the raised
median only. This widening is proposed to take place all on the west side.
Widening along Joliet-Naperville Road is proposed to take place about the existing
centerline, requiring an additional 10 feet of right-of-way on each side. The
intersection of Joliet-Naperville Road and Boughton Road is proposed to be expanded
to accommodate dual left turn lanes on all four approaches. A detail of the proposed
intersection plan at Joliet-Naperville Road and Boughton Road is provided on Exhibit
D-9.

Traffic Control, Operations, and Safety

Much the land use and local street system in Segment III is well established;
however, areas north of Weber Road to Washington Street are undeveloped, in
transition or evolving. It is essential that the SRA corridor plan for this segment
establish a long range framework that reinforces the operational and safety objectives
of the SRA system. The keys to this are the location of future traffic signals and the

maintenance of median access control.

The traffic control diagrams at the top of each SRA plan exhibit indicate locations of
proposed or ultimate signalized intersections, the lane arrangements at these locations
and spacing to adjacent signals. As noted on the exhibits, all crossing roadways that
are not recommended for traffic signalization would be stop-controlled. Median
cross overs are shown on the plan. Where no median break is shown, it is the intent
of the plan that the driveway or street function as a right in/right out. It is the intent
of the proposed plan to control the locations of full access along the Naper Boulevard
portion of the segment. There are many existing cross streets that intersect Naper
Boulevard between Washington Street and 75th Street. Median openings are shown
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at those cross streets that serve a larger area and can accommodate a higher volume
of turning vehicles. No median openings are shown at streets that can access
adjacent streets where a median opening is provided or small cul-de-sac streets. It is
the intent that vehicles wishing to turn left at the cul-de-sac streets will make U-turns
at nearby intersections where a median opening is provided.

The traffic control plan for Segment III calls for the retention of existing signals at
Boughton Road, Washington Street, Stoneybrook Drive, and Bailey Road (See
Exhibits C-9 to C-11). Additional proposed signalized intersections are also noted.
In locating these future signals, Suburban SRA guidelines for signal spacing were
referenced and local network considerations and future land uses were reviewed to
fix the locations. The desirable signal spacing for suburban SRAs is ' mile.

The plan calls for a potential signal at the connection of Joliet-Naperville Road to the
proposed realignment of Weber Road, potential signals both south and north of
Boughton Road (the specific location to be determined as the land is developed),
Royce Road, Alexandria Drive, 87th Street, and the 75th Street ramp connection
(relocation of the existing 75th Street signal). The potential signal at Arlington
Avenue and 87th Street would be to accommodate the left turn demand that would be
placed on these intersections when the existing median openings at nearby cross
streets are closed.

The Naper Boulevard/75th Street intersection has also been identified as a location
for a potential interchange. A ramp connection between the two roadways is
recommended in the southwest quadrant of the intersection. This ramp connection,
at its intersection with Naper Boulevard, should provide dual left turn lanes (See
Exhibit C-11 and Exhibit D-11). 75th Street would bridge over Naper Boulevard.

The traffic control and geometric plan for Segment III should result in significant
improvements to safety as well as traffic operations. Signal locations generally meet
SRA guidelines of % mile or greater. The intent of the plan is to show new signals
at locations where they can be implemented efficiently should accident or other signal

warrants be met. Also, the plan’s intent is to provide direction to Bolingbrook,
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Naperville, Lisle and developers regarding acceptable local circulation and access
schemes.

The raised median will provide for safe operation along the corridor. The raised
median allows left turns only at selected locations reduces the number of conflict
points between cars. Thus the number of opportunities for most severe accident
types is reduced. The addition of turn lanes at intersections also reduces the
possibility of accidents by removing the turning vehicles from the through traffic
lanes. The addition of turn lanes also reduces the number of cars accelerating and
braking, leading to improved air quality.

A planning level intersection capacity analysis was performed for all existing and
future signalized intersections along this segment of Naper Boulevard. Table 18
shows the results of that analysis. The analysis utilizes CATS "Year 2010" SRA
forecast traffic volumes as a general reference. As noted on the table, assumptions
for minor crossroad volumes were made. A complete list of capacity analyses and
assumptions are detailed in Appendix A.

The capacity analysis indicates that the recommended plan should produce acceptable
volume to capacity (V/C) ratios for Segment III. These in turn would result in
reasonable levels of service during peak periods. All intersections have expected
V/C ratios of below or near 1.00 and should operate efficiently with the

recommended improvements.
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Table 18
Evaluation of Signalized Intersection Operations Along
Segment III - Naper Boulevard/Naperville Road

Lane Arrangements' Year 2010 ADT (vpd)
Intersection of Naper Boulevard and: ' V/C for
SRA I Crossroad SRA? I Crossroad® | Intersection®
Potential Signal L-TTT-R L-T-R 39,000 9,000 0.78
Boughton Road LL-TTT-R LL-TT-R 37,000 22,000 0.77
Potential Signal L-TTT-R L-T-R 38,000 12,000 0.95
Royce Road L-TT-R L-TR 38,700 5,000 0.91
Washington Street LL-TT L-R 38,700 18,000 0.72
Alexandria Drive L-T-TR LTR 25,000 5,000 0.76
87th Street L-T-TR L-TR 26,000 10,000 0.92
Stoneybrook Drive L-T-TR LTR 27,000 5,000 0.82
Bailey Road L-T-TR L-TR 28,900 10,000 0.98
75 Street Ramp LL-TT LL-R 28,900 20,000 0.85

Note: ™ Denotes SRA corridor

! L=Left turn lane; T=Through lane; R=Right turn lane; and TR=Through and right turn lane
2 ADT volumes provided by Chicago Area Transportation Study
3 Assumptions for two-way ADT volumes on crossroads:
20,000 ADT for four lane roadway
12,000 ADT for two lane major roadway
5,000 ADT for two lane minor roadway
* V/C=Volume to capacity ratio
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Public Transportation

Currently, several PACE bus routes cross or run along Naper Boulevard. Most bus
routes are between Washington Street and Gartner Road. As population and
development increases, more bus routes may be warranted. Future bus turnouts
should be provided. These turnouts will need an additional 10 to 15 feet of right-of-
way. Consideration should be given to bus waiting shelters and paved sidewalks for
pedestrians. The appropriate standards for locating and marking bus stops should be
followed.

Construction and Right-of-Way Costs

The consultant’s opinion of the total cost of the recommended plan for Segment III is
$18.5 million in 1991 dollars (See Table 19). This total includes construction costs,
right-of-way acquisition, and reconstruction of structures. In Segment III, one bridge
will require reconstruction across the East Branch of the DuPage River. One new
structure is also required as part of the recommended grade separation at 75th Street.

The construction cost is estimated to be $12.4 million, which includes improving
Joliet-Naperville Road from a four lane roadway to a six lane roadway with a raised
median, and closed drainage to Washington Street. Other construction costs include
the recommended Naper Boulevard/75th Street interchange. The construction of this
interchange is estimated at $2.2 million.

Right-of-way cost in 1991 dollars are estimated to be $2.275 million.
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Table 19
Opinions of Construction and Right-of-Way Cost
for Strategic Regional Arterial Improvements
Along Naper Boulevard - Segment III
(1991 Dollars)

Roadway Reconstruction $12,366,000
Intersections/Interchanges 2,396,500
(Boughton Road, 75th Street)
Structures and Retaining Walls 1,500,000
(DuPage River)
Other 0
Subtotal $16,262,500
Right-of-Way 2,275,000
TOTAL $18,537,500
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Segment IV - Naperville/Wheaton
(Naper Boulevard/Naperville Road from 75th Street to ILL 38)

Segment IV of the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA is
approximately 7.8 miles long, extending along Naper Boulevard and Naperville Road
from 75th Street to ILL 38. The segment is located in the southern part of DuPage
County and includes the Cities of Naperville and Wheaton and the Village of Lisle.

As discussed in the previous chapters of this report, this segment has been eliminated
from the SRA network. The elimination of this segment was done in response to the
overwhelming public opinion that was received at the public hearings and from
actions taken by local governing agencies after the hearings. A copy of the
resolutions passed by the City of Naperville and the DuPage County Board regarding
Naperville Road and Naper Boulevard are attached at the end of this chapter.

In studying this section of the corridor for over two years, several recommendations
were analyzed and presented at the panel meetings as the study progressed. Several
of these recommendations are worth mentioning in this report as future considerations

to a heavily traveled corridor within DuPage County.

The first recommendation is in regards to the intersection of Ogden Avenue (U.S.
34) and Naper Boulevard. It was the objective of this recommendation to utilize as
much of the existing pavement of both Naper Boulevard and Naperville Road to
create a one-way couplet. Each one-way pair will have three through lanes with
additonal pavement available for auxiliary lanes (i.e., left and right turn lanes). A
new roadway connection would be provided connecting Naperville Road to Naper
Boulevard south of U.S. 34. This connection would be three lanes wide with curb
and gutter and could be accommodated in approximately 66 feet of right-of-way (See
Exhibits 7-10 ), The proposed plan is to utilize as much of the existing cross section
on Naper Boulevard and Naperville Road (south approach) at the U.S. 34 intersection
as possible. This cross section is of adequate width to accommodate three through
lanes and dual left turn lanes. Separate right turn lanes could be located outside the
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existing curb. It is recommended that dual left turn lanes be constructed on U.S. 34
at the Naper Boulevard (eastbound to northbound) and at the Naperville Road
(westbound to southbound) intersection since all eastbound to northbound left turns
from U.S. 34 to Naper Boulevard/Naperville Road would be concentrated at one
location.

A second recommendation includes the intersection of Naperville Road and Illinois
56 (Butterfield Road) (SRA), which has been identified as a location for a potential
interchange. A compressed diamond interchange is shown on the proposed plan (See
Exhibit 8 ) with 1llinois 56 going over Naperville Road. Dual left turn lanes
should be provided on Naperville Road at the interchange. Access to the shopping
centers in the northeast and northwest quadrants will be maintained via the ramps,
which would serve as one-way frontage roads. Right-of-way will need to be acquired
along Illinois 56 to accommodate the compressed diamond interchange. Illinois 56
currently has 200 feet of right-of-way. Approximately 270 feet of right-of-way
would be required for the interchange.

The third recommendation is to work with the DuPage County Division of
Transportation regarding potential improvements to the I-88/Warrenville Road area.

No cost opinions were formulated for these recommendations. These were included

in the final report to address future traffic concerns that may arise due the high
existing and projected 2010 volumes at these locations.
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Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
Corridor Operation and Cost Summary

This study addresses long-range transportation needs along the Naper Boulevard/
Weber Road/Larkin Avenue SRA. The following paragraphs summarize the
expected operations and capacity of the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
corridor under future conditions. The summary also includes an opinion of the total
costs to implement the plan as recommended. In addition, because of the significant
investment required for implementing the recommended plan, a prioritization scheme
was developed and is discussed below.

Operation Analysis of the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue Corridor

An evaluation of traffic operations during high demand (peak) periods was performed
for the entire corridor. Techniques, procedures and assumptions consistent with the
1985 Highway Capacity Manual (Transportation Research Board Special Report 209)
were used. The corridor was evaluated as a suburban, multi-lane highway from the
southern terminus at I-80 to ILL 38.

The 2010 CATS SRA traffic forecast was used to develop theoretical peak period
traffic volumes for analysis purposes. Assumptions were made for the general
volumes of crossroad traffic and for patterns of turning movements.

Other assumptions for signalization (G/C, cycle lengths, effects of progression) were
made consistent with the intersection analyses. These are documented in Appendix
A. All data requirement or assumptions were compatible with the SRA plan, and
guidelines in the HCM.

The quality of operation of the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
corridor is a function of the character of the arterial (which affects the safe operating
speed under free flow conditions), the number and spacing of signalized intersections,

and the delay and level of service at those intersections.
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Appendix A shows a planning analysis of each signalized intersection along the
corridor. Table A-2 in Appendix A summarizes the operational assumptions that
were used to generate the arterial analysis for each intersection and arterial segment.

Table 20 summarizes the arterial analysis of the entire Naper/Weber/Larkin Avenue
SRA corridor. The 2010 CATS forecast traffic can be accommodated at level of
service C or better for the entire length. Reasonable speeds and levels of service are
achievable along most of the Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue corridor.
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Implementation Costs

A total investment, in 1991 dollars of $92.3 million will be necessary to implement
all of the recommended plan. This estimate of cost, detailed in Table 21 includes
approximately $84.5 million in roadway, intersection/interchange and structural
improvements and $7.9 million in right-of-way acquisition. The estimate of costs
does not include acquisition and construction costs for right-of-way for park and ride
facilities. Because of the significant investment required for implementation, a
prioritization scheme was developed and is discussed below. The total cost was
divided into short-term, basic, and post-2010 recommendation sections.

Project Prioritization

The SRA plan will require construction over many years. Table 22 presents a
suggested program of implementing the recommended improvements, categorized in
three areas.

Short Term Recommendations

Short-term implementation recommendations represent plan elements or projects that
address immediate problems and/or needs that are generally low cost in nature; or
that are intended to reflect specific known plans, activities, etc. that are expected to
occur well before 2010. Examples of short-term improvements include intersection
upgrading and signalization, or localized reconstruction to accommodate planned
development. The total cost for the short-term recommendations is estimated to be
$14.9 million in 1991 dollars.
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Table 21

Opinions of Construction and Right-of-Way Cost for Strategic
Regional Arterial Improvements Along Naper/Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue

(1991 Dollars)

Summary of Total Cost -- All Segments

Basic
Short Term* 2010 Plan® Total®

Roadway Reconstruction 70,096,000 84,511,500
Intersections/Interchanges 100,000 4,496,500 4,596,500
Structures and Retaining Walls 6,985,000 6,985,000
Other 0 2,834,000 0

Subtotal 100,000 84,411,500 84,511,500
Right-of-Way 7,806,850 7,806,850

TOTAL 7,906,850 84,511,500 92,318,350

*See Items listed on Table 24

"The total column is the sum of the Short Term, Basic 2010 Plan columns.
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Basic SRA Plan

Basic SRA Plan recommendations represent those elements or projects to be
constructed within the normal course of prioritization for any SRA project. These
will generally include most plan elements not designated as short-term, with only
notable exceptions specified as post-2010 recommendations.  Although some
recommendations are considered as part of the basic SRA plan, they may include
plan elements that should await implementation of other improvements. The total
cost of the basic 2010 plan is estimated to be $92.3 million in 1991 dollars.
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Chapter V
Public Involvement

The public hearing process includes three elements: The SRA Advisory Panel
Meetings, the Bimonthly Newsletter and Public Hearings.

Advisory Panels

An advisory panel was established to assist/comment on the study of the Naperville
Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue Corridor. The panel included
community officials from Wheaton, Naperville, Lisle, Bolingbrook, Romeoville, Crest
Hill, and Joliet. In addition, representatives from DuPage and Will Counties
participated in this process. Three Advisory Panel Meetings were held at key
junctures throughout the study. The first Advisory Panel meeting was held on October
2, 1991. At this meeting, the existing conditions and concerns along the corridor were
presented. The second Advisory Panel meeting was held on April 22, 1992. Overall
long-range alternatives were discussed at this meeting. The third Advisory Panel
meeting was held on December 2, 1992. The draft final report was reviewed with
panel members at this meeting.

Newsletters

Bimonthly newsletters were published and distributed to panel coordinators, panel
members, and local community officials.

Public Hearing

Public hearings were held on December 15 and December 17, 1992. These hearings
were held prior to final publishing of the SRA corridor report to allow public comment
on the recommended plan.

As discussed in the previous chapters of this report, the original corridor designation
for this route extended from I-80 north to ILL 38. Upon completion of the public
hearing process, the City of Naperville and the DuPage County Board both passed
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resolutions opposing any future improvement to Naper Boulevard and Naperville Road.
As a result, the SRA designation was removed from the corridor north of 75th Street
to ILL 38. Copies of the resolutions are contained in this chapter.

Copies of the meeting minutes for each of the Panel Advisory meetings, Advisory

Panel correspondence, and Public Hearing minutes are contained in this chapter. A
copy of each of the newsletters is also included.
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Metro Transportation Group, Inc. Traffic. Parking and
Transportation Engineering

113 Fairfield Way

Bioomingdale, lllinois 601C8-1377
—J
E Telephone 708 351-8100

j Fax 708 351-8164

TO: Eugene Ryan
C.ATS.
DATE: October 2, 1991
SUBJECT: Minutes of the October 2, 1991

SRA Panel Meeting #1
Corridor #7 - Naperville/Naper/Weber/Larkin

ATTENDEES: Rolf P. Kilian - Metro Transportation Group
Ted B. Treesh - Metro Transportation Group
Tim Neuman - CH2M Hill
David B. Miller - Metro Transportation Group
John Loper - DuPage Co. Div. of Transportation
Rich Starr - IDOT
Joe Euclide - Village of Bolingbrook
Bill Taylor - Village of Romeoville
Greg Anderson - Village of Romeoville
John Paige - NIPC
Carol Vandervelde - Joliet Council of Mayors
Ned Becker - City of Naperville
Mike Brown - Will County Land Use Department
Eugene Ryan - CATS

This first Panel Meeting for Corridor #7 was held at 2:00 PM on Wednesday,
October 2, 1991 at the Romeoville Village Hall.

L. INTRODUCTION

A. Eugene Ryan from CATS opened the meeting by giving a brief
overview of the SRA system and what it's purpose is.
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B.

Rich Starr from IDOT discussed the steps the SRA study will go
through in the next year. He also stated that funding for any of the
final recommendations made in this study has not yet been obtained.
This could be called a Pre-Phase I study.

Tim Neuman was introduced and he spoke of Metro's involvement
in the project and then introduced Dave Miller of Metro
Transportation Group, Inc.

Dave gave a brief overview of the corridor that is the focus of the
meeting and went through the booklet that each meeting member
had received. Dave also mentioned that a newsletter is published
every two months and mailed to the advisory panel members to keep
them updated on the status of the project. Dave then introduced
Rolf Kilian of Metro who is the corridor manager for the
Naperville/Naper/Weber/Larkin Avenue corridor.

IL. PRESENTATION

A.

Rolf Kilian went through each aerial presentation board and briefly
mentioned the "hot spots” that had been identified and the reason
for that identification. Rolf also identified high accident locations,
which would include any intersection that has averaged 30 or more
accidents per year for the last three years.

After the completion of the aerial descriptions, Dave Miller went
through the last page of the booklet which listed various alternatives
that might be considered for ultimate design of an SRA. Dave
reiterated that if village, city or county officials feel that something
has been left out that should be addressed in this study, to contact
Tim or himself and make the corridor manager aware of any
concerns.

Tim Neuman then stressed that it is up to the various municipalities
to give the corridor manager, via CH2M Hill, comprehensive plans,
land-use plans, traffic plans, etc. that could affect the scope of this
study. Tim then opened the floor to questions.
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III.

QUESTIONS

A

Ned Becker of the City of Naperville had asked the question earlier
during the presentation if the guidelines set forth in the design
concept report were set in stone. It was discussed that the cross-
section contained in the booklet was the desired cross-section, and
each point along each corridor will be studied independently to see
if that cross-section is attainable, if not, other means will be
considered.

Mr. Becker also inquired as to what is going to happen after the
study is completed. Has there been any attempt to coordinate
between the various municipalities since this route is not under one
jurisdiction? What is the plan to bridge the communities so they can
have local input?

The response was that to this point, the only coordination being
done was with the newsletter, which was sent to the highest political
authority in the appropriate agency. It was pointed out by several
people that they had not seen any newsletter or the Design Concept
Report, which was also sent to the same authority.

Mr. Becker recommended that the focus of the newsletter be to
make aware the political ramifications of having a central document
governing access standards to SRA routes such as this that IDOT
does not have jurisdiction of. Possibly legislative policies that would
over-ride the local authority would be needed to ensure the
standards set forth in this study will be adhered to through-out the
various communities.

It was also requested that the newsletter, Design Concept Report,
and any other pertinent information be sent not only to the highest
elected official but also the highest appointed official. It can
probably be ensured that the proper people will then see these
documents and respond to them.

There was also a discussion as to how we can get the mayors and
village presidents involved in this so the political aspect of this
project is addressed. This issue should be discussed in further detail
by the consultants, IDOT and CATS.
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F.

It was discussed that the first newsletter would be re-printed and
distributed to the proper person within the municipalities.

IV. ITEMS TO BE RESOVED

A

Coordination between local authorities with respect to adopting
guidelines for access to SRA routes. What steps are or will be
done?

Making sure the right people get the newsletters and Design
Concept Report.

The consulting team, IDOT and CATS should develop a format to
get the Mayors and Village Presidents involved in the SRA process.

V. NOTES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

A

IDOT maps showing the rural/suburban/urban areas should be
provided at the next meeting.

The colored SRA Route map should also be made available at a
future meeting.



Metro Transportation Group, Inc.
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Traffic, Parking and
Transportation Engineering

113 Fairfield Way

Bloomingdale, llinois 60108-1577
Telephone 708 351-8100

Fax 708 351-8164

MINUTES
TO: Rich Starr, IDOT
Gene Ryan, CATS
RE: Minutes of Second Panel Meeting
DATE: April 22, 1992, 2:00 P.M.
PLACE: Romeoville Village Hall

ATTENDEES:

Ted Treesh, Metro Transportation Group
Rolf Kilian, Metro

Dave Miller, Metro

Rich Starr, IDOT

Kathleen Rodi, CATS

John Paige, NIPC

Mike Drey, Bolingbrook

John Loper, DuPage County

Dave VanVooren, Plainfield

Carol Vandervelde, Joliet Council of Mayors
Greg Anderson, Romeoville

Ned Becker, Naperville

Jim Shapard, Joliet

Dave Miller opened meeting by explaining that the purpose of today’s presentation was
to make the various municipalities aware of the overall conceptual design for the SRA
corridor. Dave explained that one has to look at the corridor as an overall concept as
a system and not to concentrate on individual intersections. This would be discussed
at subsequent meetings. Dave then introduced Rolf Kilian of Metro to walk through the

corridor concept.
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Rolf began his presentation by going through the first of three exhibits that have been
prepared for the corridor. The first exhibit, titled Existing Conditions, illustrates the
current lanes that exist and the 1988 Average Daily Traffic volumes along the corridor.
Rolf indicated several "Hot Spot" areas that had been identified in the first Panel
meeting handout.

The second exhibit to be shown was titled "Planning Focus Areas", which illustrated
the land use that currently or might exist in the year 2010. This data was compiled
from the various municipalities from their land use and comprehensive plans, if they
were provided. The exhibit also illustrated the 2010 forecast traffic volumes as

provided by the Chicago Area Transportation Study. Rich Starr explained that these
volumes are only node volumes and are based on the corridor containing the cross-
section as recommended in the Design Concept Report (DCR), which for the
suburban area is three lanes in each direction with a barrier median. Therefore, the
CATS model automatically assumed this cross-section when assigning volumes to this
corridor.

The last exhibit, titled "Recommended Alternatives”, illustrates the recommended cross-
section for the entire corridor length. Primarily, the suburban 6 lane cross-section is
being recommended throughout the corridor except for two areas. These two areas are
on Naper Boulevard between Washington Street and Plank Road and on Naperville
Road between Blanchard Road and Roosevelt Road (IL 38). A detail explanation of the
recommendations is contained in the 2nd Panel Meeting Handout.

The floor was then opened for questions.

Ned Becker questioned the driving force behind carrying a barrier grass median along
those sections of Naper Boulevard where one doesn’t currently exist. Rolf responded
by explaining that the purpose of the SRA system was to facilitate the movement of
through traffic. The barrier median would serve to limit certain intersections to right
turns only where full access to Naper Boulevard was obtainable via other connections.
Where right-of-way would be a constraining factor, other median types would be
investigated.

A question was raised if this study took into account a possible interchange of 127th
Street with the Fox Valley Expressway. Rich Starr explained that the Fox Valley
Expressway is a corridor of the future in the 2010 IDOT plan, therefore, it was not
considered in the SRA analysis.
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south of Boughton Road. IDOT currently has no funds available for right-of-way
acquisition and since this portion of the route is not under IDOT jurisdiction, the right-
of-way would have to be protected by others. Mike Drey of Bolingbrook stated that the
Village of Bolingbrook would desire a smooth transition between Naperville Road and
Weber Road but had not purchased any right-of-way at this time. It was mentioned that

if the Village received plans to develop this parcel, that steps should be taken to try and
preserve the area for the future connection.

Dave Miller closed the meeting by explaining where do we go from here. He explained
that Metro would begin working on 1" =400’ scale plans to determine the approximate
taking of right-of-way where necessary and develop the preliminary layout of the grade
separated intersections. Dave mentioned that if any municipalities along the corridor
had any comments regarding the proposed plan, to contact Rolf at Metro within the next
several weeks to discuss them. After the 400 scale plans are developed, review
meetings will be conducted with IDOT before meeting again for the 3rd Panel meeting,
which would occur possibly in September.

The meeting adjourned at 3:15 P.M.
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Metro Transportation Group, Inc. Traffic. Parking and
Transportation Engineering

113 Fairfield Way

—) Bloomingdale, Illinois 60108-1577
Telephone 708 351-8100
] Fax 708 351-8164

MEMORANDUM

TO: Rich Starr, IDOT
Eugene Ryan, CATS

RE: Minutes of 3rd Panel Meeting
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue
Villge of Romeoville, Village Hall

DATE: December 2, 1992

ATTENDEES:

Ted Treesh, Metro

Rolf Kilian, Metro

Dave Miller, Metro

Rich Starr, IDOT

Kathleen Rodi, CATS

Carol Vandervelde, Will County Council of Mayors
Mike Drey, Village of Bolingbrook

Ned Becker, City of Naperville

Tyson Warner, Will County Land Use

Greg Anderson, Village of Romeoville

Dave Miller opened the meeting by explaining the status of the SRA study of
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin Avenue, what we hope
to accomplish at this panel meeting and the steps to be taken after the panel
meeting to finalize the "Draft" of the Final SRA Report. Dave then turned the
meeting over to Rolf to go through the proposed plan.

For the benefit of persons in attendance who are not on the advisory panel, Mr.
Kilian briefly covered some background regarding the corridor. Several days prior
to the advisory panel meeting, an article was published in the Chicago Tribune
stating that the Illinois Department of Transportation was proposing a Wheaton
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to Joliet Highway plan. The article also gave the date and location of this panel
meeting. Therefore, there were approximately 10 to 15 people present at the
meeting that were not on the advisory panel.

As Mr. Kilian proceeded to explain the proposed plan, beginning from Joliet, the
following questions/concerns were raised:

The Mayor of Romeoville inquired as to where the water and sewer
lines would be located, outside or within the right-of-way? The
response was that the cross section provided approximately 15 feet
of space between the edge of pavement and the R.O.W. line for
utilities. This plan did not show locations of future utilities. The
Mayor was concerned since the Village of Romeoville already has
designs for sewer and water lines north of Renwick Road.

Mr. Becker asked that Rich Starr identify the exact role IDOT is
playing in the SRA studies. Rich responded by stating that IDOT
committed to study all 66 SRA routes over a five year time period.
Most are uvrder the jurisdiction of IDOT but some are under
different jurisdictions. When IDOT finishes the complete SRA
study, there will most likely be some prioritization to the whole SRA
system. Funding for any improvements for non-IDOT controlled
routes would have to come from those municipalities, counties who
control the road. The main goal is right-of-way preservation. If the
right-of-way can be set aside, even in the form of requiring larger
setbacks on SRA routes, then the possibility of acquiring additional
R.O.W. in the future is not as difficult as it would be if structures,
parking, etc. were within the area needed to accommodate roadway
expansion.

Mike Diey from Bolingbrook expressed the villages disappointment
in the timing of the release of the Chicago Tribune article, which
came out the same day that the village received a copy of the "Draft"
report. Up to this time, the Tribune usually ran an article after the
panel meetir:g prior to the public hearing. He did state that
Bolingbrook will work to preserve right-of-way along the corridor,
especially ini the area of the Clow International Airport, for the
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proposed connection between Weber Road and Joliet-Naperville
Road.

A question was raised as to the point of notification as to when a
particular piece of property might be acquired. Rich Starr indicated
that IDOT has not used the SRA reports to begin right-of-way
acquisition but only to have the various municipalities to set the
property aside and not allow development near SRA routes. Rich
indicated that this is not to say IDOT will not in the future begin
right-of-way acquisition based on the SRA studies.

Mr. Becker made the comment that for those people who have
properties or residential homes along the SRA, when this plan gets
to a point when it is generally agreed upon, that the criticism is
eliminated when people ask "Where were you 20 years ago”, and in
this case that is what we are trying to do. Also, when people go to
sell their homes, are they going to be faced with a financial
hardship? Ned stated that as part of the final report, IDOT make
some statement that we are working towards some type of program
for right-of-way acquisition.

A comment was raised by a citizen as to the purpose of improving
Naper Boulevard when I-355, IL 59, IL 53 run north and south that
could accommodate more traffic. Improve the east/west roads to
access these north/south road. Improve these roads first and not
Naper Boulevard.

The remainder of the 1neeting was spent discussing as to why this plan is presented
and not a plan for IL 59, the extension of 1-355, etc. The panel members had no
other comments.
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February 8, 1993
Mr. Ted Treesh Mr. Richard Starr
Transportation Consultant Programming
METRO IDOT
113 Fairfield Way 201 West Center Court
Bloomingdale, IL 60108 Schaumburg, IL 60196

SUBJECT: Resolution 93-01 - SRA

Gentlemen:

Attached is a copy of the resolution that was adopted by the
Naperville City Council on February 1, 1993. This is being
sent for your information.

Very truly yours,
]
@ML
Ned P. Becker, P.E.
City Engineer/Director
Department of Transportation
dg

Attachment

CITY OF MAPERVILLE . 400 SOUTH EAGLE STREET . P.O.BCX 3020 - MAPERVILLE ILEC566-7020 - 7084206111



RESOLUTION NO. 93 - 01

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION’S REGIONAL ROADWAY PROPOSAL FROM
WHEATON TO JOLIET (ALSO KNOWN AS THE STRATEGIC
REGIONAL ARTERIAL)

WHEREAS, the Illinois Department of Transportation is considering the design and
construction of a strategic regional arterial roadway from Joliet to Wheaton, which includes
Naper Boulevard in the City of Naperville; and

WHEREAS, the City of Naperville presently has a Master Thoroughfare Plan which
includes provisions of traffic uses of Naper Boulevard; and

WHEREAS, on January 18, 1993 the City held a public hearing concerning the Strategic
Arterial Roadway Plan (SRA) and the City’s Master Thoroughfare Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City finds that at such hearing there was overwhelming public opposition
to the proposed SRA; and

WHEREAS, the City finds that further consideration should be given to upgrading other
north/south roadway improvements specifically including widening and extending Interstate 355
south to I-80 to four lanes; giving Illinois Route 59 widening and improvements top priority;
improving access to and capacity of Illinois Route 53; and other forms of transportation such as
the railway transportation proposed by the EJ&E Railroad Company; and continuing to study
the construction of the Fox Valley Freeway; and

WHEREAS, the City finds that the proposed six lane portion of the roadway north and
south of the City of Naperville is not compatible with the City’s Master Thoroughfare Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

OF THE CITY OF NAPERVILLE, DUPAGE AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS, in exercise



of its home rule powers, as follows:

SECTION 1: The preambles of this Resolution are substantive and are incorporated
herein.

SECTION 2: The City of Naperville specifically opposes that portion of the SRA that
includes the Wheaton to Joliet Strategic Regional Roadway and encourages the State of Illinois,
the Illinois Department of Transportation and the Counties of DuPage and Will to consider the
City’s concerns expressed herein.

SECTION 3: The Mayor is hereby directed to sign this Resolution, to be attested by the
City Clerk, and the City Clerk is hereby directed to transmit the same to the appropriate
representatives of the State of Illinois, the Illinois Department of Transportation and the Counties
of DuPage and Will.

PASSED this 280  day of _ FEBRUARY , 1993.

AYES: KRAUSE, LESAGE, PIPER, SCHNEIDER, SIDDALL, TENISON, MACRANE

NAYS: NONE
ABSENT: NONE
APPROVED this _3RD _ day of __FEBRUARY , 1993.
Samuel T. Macrane
Mayor
ATTEST:

Szzne L. Gagner%

City Clerk



RESOLUTTION

DT-004-93

Resolution on Naperville Road (CH 23)
as a 6 Lane Strategic Regional Arterial

WHEREAS, the Illinois Department of Transportation has
recently issued a Draft Final Report for Naperville Road
Strategic Regional Arterial which contemplates widening to six
lanes that section of Naperville Road from Blanchard to
Warrenville Road, and

WHEREAS, the traffic forecasts presented in this Draft Final
Report for the aforementioned section of Naperville Road do not
demonstrate the need for these facilities, and

WHEREAS, Naperville Road (CH 23) is maintained under the
jurisdiction of the County of DuPage, and

WHEREAS, there are not funds currently in the DuPage County
Division of Transportation or Illinois Department of
Transportation Budgets for said facility, and

WHEREAS, the County of DuPage believes such a facility would
be detrimental to the residents along the aforementioned section
of Naperville Road, and

WHEREAS, the County of DuPage believes alternatives exist
and should be considered,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the DuPage County Board
is opposed to efforts to widen this section of Naperville Road to
six lanes other than for possible future intersection
improvements in areas such as Warrenville Road and Naperville
Road.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk transmit a
copy of the Resolution to the County Board, State's Attorney's
Office, Attn: Anna Harkins, the Illinois Department of
Transportation, DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference and County
Division of Transportation.

Dated at Wheaton, Illinois, this 12th day of January , 1993,

Absent: 3 // ! )

ldo E. Bofti, Chairman
DuPage unty Board

ATTEST: ﬂ %

Gary A. z?hg, County C
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NAPERVILLE/NAPER/WEBER CORRIDOR ADVISORY PANEL

THE SRA PROJECT

Introduction

The 2010 Transportation System Development
Plan adopted by the Chicago Area Transportation Study
(CATS) and the Northeastemn Illinois Planning Com-
mission (NTPC) recognizes that not all long-distance
highway travel can be handled by the expressway
system. Realizing that the arterial system will have to
carry some long-distance trips, the 2010 Plan desig-
nated a system of Strategic Regional Arterials (SRASs)
to supplement the expressway system.

The SRA system s a 1,340-mile network of exist-
ing roads in the Northeastern Illinois region. They
create a network of 66 routes intended to serve as a
second tier to the expressway system. The regional
highway system, consisting of existing and planned
expressways and strategic regional arterials isshownon
the map to the right.

Spacing of routes that comprise the SRA system
was determined based upon the projected levels of
future travel demand within different parts of the re-
gion, ranging from about 3 miles apart in the most
densely developed areas to about 8 miles apart in
predominantly rural areas. CATS estimates travel in the
year 2010 will be 23 percent more than for 1980.

Design Concepts

A report on design concepts for the SRA system,
prepared by Harland Bartholomew & Associates, Inc.,
was endorsed by the CATS Policy Committee on Janu-
ary 31, 1991, for use as a guide but not policy in the
planning of the SRA system. Some of the design tech-
niques and concepts recommended for use in imple-
menting the objectives of the SRA system are:
. Signalization—Including provision of new signals,
interconnection of signals, and signal timing;

. Intersection Improvements—Consisting of
provision of tumn lanes, channelization, and restriction of
certain movements;

. Adding Lanes—Toachieveadesirable cross section
for urban, suburban, and rural areas;
. Bus Service Improvements—Including bus stops

and traffic signal preemption;
(Continued on Page 4)

2010 STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL SYSTEM

§ o deme a—l.(?}“ A —
M ‘IE"hV H 1 . ?
rwi i . S . A

1

emnely,

Ao

Strategic
Regional Anterial

e Base Expressway }
A

j / :
w = == New Expressway :
;o "
! i
" o 3

PAGE 1



SRA-ONE PART OF OPERATION GREEN
LIGHT

SRA isone part of amuch larger project to address
trafficcongestion: Operation Green Light. Otheractivi-
ties are outlined below.

Develop Major Transit/Highway Facilities
Thiselement will contribute to freeway and transit

projectsinthe 2010 Plan. Also, it will begin engineering

studies and preserve right-of-way for future routes.

Improve Other Key Arterial Roadways

If the SRA network is to carry regional traffic, the
remaining roadways must play amore important role in
carrying local traffic. This element will address im-
provements that will make them more efficient.

Identify Strategic Transit Improvements
There are two goals for this element: (1) to make

OPERATION GREEN LIGHT

—

transit more convenient and swift and (2) to encourage
more pedestrian and bicycle routes.

Improve Freeway Traffic Management

Information about accidents and blocked lanes is
available almost immediately. This element will de-
velop ways to provide this information to other drivers
and toemergency personnel more quickly. Otherpriori-
ties are controlling the rate at which vehicles enter the
freeway and continuing the installation of new toll
collection equipment.

Improve Arterial Traffic Management
Like freeways, better information systems for
these routes will reduce congestion. Providing this
information to individual drivers will require sophisti-
cated systems. New equipment for private cars is being
tested. Traffic signal networks are also very important.
SRA will address these same topics.

Reduce Demand for Highway Use
This element examines ways to reduce
the number of vehicles on the road, particu-

dentify Strategic Improve
ransit

improvements

Develop Major
TransitHighway
Fadilives

Freeway Traffic
Management

larly at rush hours. Increasing the number of
people in each vehicle is the purpose of most

o o - - -

L
i
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strategies. Ride-sharing and mass transit of-
fer ways that commuters can help. Busi-

nesses could offer preferred parking to people
sharing rides and support the costs of sharing
rides. This element also encourages shifting

Improve
Other Key Arterial
Roadways

improve Arterial
Traffic
Management

——————-——————————————1

Reduce Demand
for Highway Use

Increase Environmental
Consideration

PAGE 2
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work schedules.

Increase Environmental
Consideration

Studies of ways to reduce noise and air
pollution, toimprove the appearance of roads,
and to increase cooperation among local
governments are all part of this element.



STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIALS AND
THE ROADWAY HIERARCHY

As shown in the illustration below, the two most
important factors that define the classification of a street
are its access function and movement function. Street
classifications range from the freeway, which has com-
plete access control and carries mostly through traffic,
to local streets with unrestricted access and no through
traffic.

Freeway—The function of a freeway is to pro-
vide regional transportation for large volumes of traffic
over long distances. There is no parking on a freeway.
Access is controlled by on- and off-ramps that are
generally spaced atleast amile apart. Distance orheight
often separate the freeway from the land around it
Expressway, superhighway, parkway, and tollway are
all terms used to describe freeway-like roads.

Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)—A second
tier to the freeway system. These routes were selected
becausethey carry, or are projected
to carry, large volumes of

Arterial—An arterial has two functions: (1) the
primary purpose of an arterial road is to carry traffic
within the region; and (2) it serves the homes and
businesses along it. Parking is sometimes allowed,
especially in older commercial centers. Other streets
and the properties along it are connected directly. Usu-
ally, the roadway is not separate from the land around
it.

Collector—The collector street directs traffic from
local streets to arterials or local destinations such as
shopping, schools, and office developments. The col-
lector looks like the arterial, but it covers less distance,
so it carries less regional traffic.

Local—A local street provides access to prop-
erty. Moving traffic is a secondary function. Local
streets route traffic onto a collector or arterial street as
quickly as possible. Parking is usually allowed.

long-distance traffic. As a group,
they form a network that can carry 3.7
such traffic to and from locations ’fg
the freeway system cannot. They 5 _y
can also handle some of the over- 1 PP
flow from the freeway system. Be- 3 g;
cause of their strategic importance ,§ §n§T
to regional travelers, IDOT and % § EE
CATS are working to ensure they g Eii
receive needed improvements. g
Recommendations concerning §'g
parking, access, traffic control, 4 4
transit, lane additions, and inter- Eg
section widening are examples of g
typical improvements. Compien ¥
Conirl L
fe——] — fe—
Nonm;'obwh M&gmmwh N:r’-.ﬂb‘ac‘
MOVEMENT FUNCTION

MOVEMENT ACCESS FUNCTION OF ROADWAY TYPE

Reference: Institute of Traffic Engineers. System
Considerations for Urban Arterial Streets. October 1968.

{Modiied by CH2M HILL)
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THE SRA PROJECT (Continued from Page 1)

. Access Management—To reduce conflicts and
improve safety;
. Median Control—To provide for lefi-turning

vehicles, direct tuming movements to desired locations, and
reduce centerline conflicts;

. Structural Clearance Improvements—Both vertical
and horizontal clearances;

. Traffic Operational Improvements—Such as
signing and pavement markings; and

. Drainage Problem Correction—Whenever
required.

The design concepts also address criteria and
conditions from removal of curb parking and imple-
mentation of high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes.

Studies of SRA Routes

The concepts and standard developed thus far and
modified or enlarged upon as work progresses will be
applied to the entire 1,340 miles of SRA routes in five
consecutive studies. This study, being accomplished by
the consulting firm of CH2M HILL, Inc., is concemed
with a total of 305 miles of SRA routes in 12 corridors.
The routes selected for this phase of the SRA study
process reflect a variety of area types—from rural U.S.
14 in McHenry County to suburban settings such as
Barrington Road in Cook County or County Farmn Road
in Du Page County, and urban Pershing Road and
Archer Avenue in the City of Chicago. The resultant
plans for each of these routes will include both short-
and long-term improvements. Studies will be made of
additional sets of roadways each year beginning in 1992
until the entire SRA system has been completed.

A second part of this project consists of identify-
ing and evaluating performance parameters to be used
for increasing the effectiveness of various improve-
ments along the SRA routes. This work will be carried
on concurrently with the individual SRA corridor
analyses.

The Naperville/Naper/Weber Corridor

The map to the right shows the extent of the
Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber Road SRA
Corridor that is the concern of this Advisory Panel. The
corridor extends north from Interstate 80 to Roosevelt
Road (Illinois Route 38), passing through Du Page and
Will Counties. The total length of this corridor is
approximately 27 miles.
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STUDY PROCES

AND SCHEDULE

CORRIDOR 7-NAPERVILLE ROAD/NAPER BOULEVARD/WEBER ROAD
FROM INTERSTATE 80 TO ROOSEVELT ROAD

FIRST PANEL MEETING SECOND PANEL MEETING THIRD PANEL MEETING
+ Existing Conditions + SRA Altemnatives * Present Recommended
* Preliminary SRA Concepls SRA Plan
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PUBLIC HEARING

[ FINAL CORRIDOR REPORT

ROLE OF THE ADVISORY PANEL

Who should be on the Panel?

The panel is composed of government representa-
tives of jurisdictions along this corridor. The panel may
also wish to add representatives from business and
community organizations along the route.

What are the duties of the Panel?

The panel is responsible for reviewing and com-
menting on the study recommendations and conclu-
sions. Panel members also assist the consultant team by
identifying and assembling specific data and informa-
tion about land use, transportation, and development
within their respective jurisdiction. During July and
August, the Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS)
will be contacting the advisory panels on behalf of the
consultant team to gather corridor-specific data.

How often will the Panel meet?

There are three planned Panel meetings involving
the consultant, the lllinois Department of Transporta-
tion, and CATS. The Advisory Panel may also elect to
meet at othertimes. It would be the responsibility of the
coordinator of the Panel to inform members of topics
and arrange the program.

Will the consultants be available to
meet separately with representatives of

all the communities along the route?

No. The Advisory Panels are the only formal
community contact included within the contract for
consultant services. However, the consultant team does
plan to meet informally with community officials, as
needed, to gather information and identify local con-
cems.
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE SPOTLIGHT

What to Expect in Future Editions. . .

The SRA Spotlight will be issued about every 2
months during the course of the study. Future issues
will be designed to keep you abreast of study progress
and answer your questions. Some features of future
Spotlights will be:

. Reports on project developments such as panel
meetings, public hearings, and other forums;

. A regular section presenting answers to questions
raised at corridor meetings for this corridor, or in other
corridors if the information would be universally useful;

. A status report to keep you up-to-date on study
findings, and recommendations; and

. Announcements of forthcoming activities that will
involve panel members and others in the corridor.

There is also a form on the facing page that you are

encouraged to use to give us your views and ideas
regarding future issues of the Spotlight.
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NAPERVILLE/NAPER/WEBER CORRIDOR ADVISORY PANEL

SRA ROUTE TYPES

Theextent of the Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)
network was described in Newsletter Number One. It
consists of 1340 miles of existing roads in Northeastern
Dlinois, encompassing 146 route segments in the six-
county area. Within this network there are significant
differences in the roadway environment which deter-
mine how various types of routes may function in the
system. Three different types of SRA routes have been
designated, corresponding to three different types of
roadway environment

. Urban Routes
. Suburban Routes
. Rural Routes

The designation of route types within the overall
SRA system reflects the density of development within
the different portions of the region. The projected
density of households for the year 2010 was used as the
criterion for defining density of development for the
route types. Densities which correspond to each of these
route types are:

. Urban routes: Densities over 5.0 households per
acre by 2010.

. Suburban routes: Densities between 0.5 and 5.0
households per acre by 2010.

. Rural routes: Densities less than 0.5 households
per acre by 2010.

The areas for each route type are shown in the
accompanying map. Urban routes are located in the
City of Chicago and adjacent portions of more densely

developed suburbs such as Oak Park. Suburban route
designations encompass most of suburban Cook and
Lake Counties, all of DuPage County, and the more
developed portions of McHenry, Kane and Will Coun-
ties. Within each of the three areas, continuity of route
type is maintained based upon the overall density of
2010 development.

The Design Concept Report, prepared in 1990 and
endorsed by the Policy Committee of the Chicago Area
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ROADWAY FEATURES RELATED TO
TYPE OF FACILITY

Transportation Study (CATS) earlier this year, set out
desirable characteristics for each type of SRA route in
year 2010.

Urban Routes

The desirable cross-section for SRA routes in
urban areas is shown below. It consists of two traffic
lanes in each direction, preferably with a median to
separate the traffic flows and provide protection for
turning vehicles. An additional curb lane may be pro-
vided in some circumstances for use by buses or other
high-occupancy vehicles (HOV's). Curb parking is not
recommended; it should be replaced in offstreet facili-
ties wherever possible.

Allmajorintersections onurban SRA routes would
be signalized and interconnected into signal networks
or signal systems with pedestrian actuation where
needed. Intersections would also provide left- and right-
turn lanes where right-of-way is available.

Transit service enhancements would be consid-
ered on urban SRA routes which accommodate bus
routes. Actions would also be taken 10 manage access
thereby improving traffic operations and enhancing
safety.

Suburban Routes

The desirable cross-section for SRA routes in
suburban areas is shown below. Recommended fea-
tures are three through lanes in each direction, a raised
median and turn lanes at intersections. Capacity in-
creasing measures also include signal synchronization,
transit and pedestrian amenities, and policies related to
access and parking.

Major intersections and interchanges with other
SRA routes are of prime concem in the suburban areas
(and in rural areas, discussed next). Left- and right-turn
lanes would be provided at all major signalized inter-
sections. At many suburban intersections, tuming
movements are very high and may warrant double left
turn lanes. A grade-separated interchange would be
considered, at intersections between two SRA routes, if
right-of-way is available and if conditions warrant.

Access management is another key consideration

in suburban areas. It is recommended that access to
abutting properties be limited to right-in, right-out
traffic movements. In suburban areas where there are
numerous curb cut access points to properties, these
may be combined into a single point.

Rural Routes

Desirable cross-sections for SRA routes in rural
areas are shown below for facilities with and without
frontage roads. The rural SRA route would consist of
two travel lanes in each direction with left-turn lanes at
all intersections and a wide median. As with suburban
routes, all major intersection would be signalized and a
grade-separated interchange would be considered
wherever two SRA routes intersect.

Frontage roads would be considered on rural SRA
routes if there are a number of closely spaced driveways
and/or groupings of potentally dangerous intersec-
tions. Particular attention would be paid to the treat-
ment of frontage road intersections at cross streets that
access the SRA systems.
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ROUTE TYPE CONSIDERATION IN

THE NAPERVILLE/NAPER/WEBER CORRIDOR

The Naperville/Naper/Weber Corridor

The Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber
Road corridor in DuPage and Will Counties has been
designated a suburban SRA. Theultimate 2010desirable
characteristics of a suburban SRA could include a 120
to 150-foot right-of-way with three lanes in each di-
rections and a raised median.

Segments along this corridor that offer special
circumstances include the segment through the Danada
Farms area in Wheaton, This area features heavy retail
development, and substantial traffic currently travels
through the area. The segment of Naper Boulevard
through Naperville is primarily residential with limited
building setbacks in certain areas. Larkin Avenue
(Ilinois Route 7) in Joliet also has limited building
setbacks.
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YOU CAN HELP

There are a number of ways that you, as a panelist
for this SRA route segment, can assist in producing the
best and most acceptable plan for this corridor.

» A call has gone out earlier for copies of back-
ground data, reports, and other information pertaining
to the SRA route. It is extremely important that the
project engineers and planners have access to previous
as well as ongoing work. If you have not yet responded
please provide copies to the panel coordinator as soon
as possible. Also, if there are any additional areas of
concemn that you feel should be considered in this
process, your panel coordinator should be made aware
of this information.

+ Please planto attend panel meetings. These are

important sessions that can set the tone for the remain-
der of the planning study.
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PUBLIC TRANSIT

The success of today’s transportation system and
the viability of its future depend on a “balanced” sys-
tem, one that provides a mixture of modes and opti-
mizes mobility interms of convenience, comfort, safety,
and economy. A key element of this balanced system
has long been to give preferential treatment to public
transit and other high-occupancy vehicles (HOV).

The Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) system is
intended to accomplish certain specific objectives within
the overall transportation system, one of which is to
enhance public transportation and personal mobility.
This may be accomplished by:

= Improving access to rail transit stations

«  Improving operating conditions for buses and other
vehicles

»  Identifying opportunities for future transit facilities
= Maintaining pedestrian accessibility

These strategies are being investigated for appli-
cation in plans for each of the SRA routes under study.

Improved Transit Station Accessibility

Existing transit stations along SRA routes will be
evaluated for potential improvements to increase acces-
sibility from the SRA. Increased accessibility may
motivate more people to make regional trips utilizing
transit, thereby reducing the number of vehicles on the
SRA. Accessibility could be improved by one or more
of the following techniques.

= Actuated Traffic Signals—Transit station usage
is extremely intensive during peak periods.
Incorporating traffic signals with phasing and
timing that responds to varying daily traffic levels
will make transit stations more accessible and
reduce delays. If new traffic signals are proposed
at transit stations, they should meet the established
traffic warrants and spacing of signals criteria.

= Turn Lanes—To maximize through traffic
movements for vehicles not wishing to access
transit stations, channelized right- and left-turn
lanes could be constructed for vehicles turning into
transit stations. If demand is high enough, dual
left- and/or right-turn lanes might be constructed.
Appropriate storage bays for turning vehicles must
also be implemented.

*  Parking Improvements—Parking lot expansion
for commuters will be investigated. Preferential
parking stalls nearest to transit stations could be
designated for HOV. Secure bicycle parking also
should be provided at most suburban transit stations.

»  Pedestrian Grade Separations—If substantial
parking fora transit station is located on the opposite
side of a SRA, grade separation for the pedestrian
movement could be considered. This would tend to
reduce delays on the SRA caused by at-grade
pedestrian flow, and would also improve safety
and convenience for the pedestrians.
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Improved Operating Conditions for
Buses

A number of transit enhancements will be con-
sidered both to relieve traffic congestion and improve
operating conditions for buses.

Bus Service on Rural SRAs

Bus services operating on rural SRAs should, if
possible, be limited toexpress service. The buses should
have signal preemption capability that can be deployed
when they are running behind schedule. Because of the
high-speed characteristics of these facilities, flag stops
are not considered appropriate. Wherever possible, bus
stops on these routes should be planned as public-
private cooperative ventures in conjunction with activ-
ity centers. These off-the-road sheltered stops would
also serve connecting routes and incorporate park-and-
ride facilities. They would be located at 2- to 5-mile
intervals. Bus stops should be located onthe actual SRA
routes when there are no opportunities for off-road
facilities, and/or to serve riders transferring from con-
necting services.

Bus Service on Suburban SRAs

Similar to bus services for rural SRAs, bus ser-
vices on suburban SRAs should be express buses.
Where possible or feasible express bus service should
be equipped with priority signal preemption capability
that can be deployed when they are running behind
schedule. Bus stop locations should occur every one-
half to 1 mile. Variable factors to consider in locating
the stops are:

+  Whetherthere are intersecting bus routes with
a corresponding potential for transferring
riders; and

« Whether there are significant residential,
commercial/retail, or office developments to
be served along the route.

The stops would be designed as turnouts and
would accommodate connecting services. Walkways to
stops of intersecting services would facilitate transfers
and promote safety. Near-side and far-side bus stop
configurations would be planned to minimize distance
between connecting lines.

Bus Service on Urban SRAs

On urban SRA routes that accommodate bus ser-
vice, a number of transit service enhancements will be
reviewed to determine their potential forrelieving traffic
congestion. One basic technique would be to remove
parking from the bus travel lanes, and strictly enforce
parking restrictions. Signal system modification rep-
resents another potential area for enhancement.

Bus stop turnouts are not considered practical on
urban SRAs. On a route-specific basis, however, both
the locations and spacing of bus stops will be reviewed.
Major objectives would be to eliminate stops in excess
of one per block, and to eliminate conflicts with right
turns. Where the blocks are short, as in the central area,
stops could be located at every second block.

Exclusive Bus Lanes

Another strategy to improve travel times is to
establish exclusive lanes for buses and HOV during the
moming and evening peak travel periods. This ap-
proach would be reserved for SRAs with at least three
traffic lanes in each direction (see Figurel, which
illustrates the “diamond lane™ concept). A companion
measure essential tothe effectiveness of exclusive lanes
is minimizing access points to the roadway by eliminat-
ing curb cuts wherever possible.

Figure 2 illustrates median bus lane treatment on
an urban SRA route. If this treatment is adopted, auto-
mobile left turns from the urban SRA route should be
permitted only at other SRA routes.

Lanes onurban SRA routes could also be dedicated
to buses that travel in the reverse direction from the
normal traffic flow. Figure 3 gives an example of a
typical transit contra-flow lane. Contra-flow lanes have
been used in downtown Chicago, and have been very
effective in reducing both bus travel times and bus
operating expenses. However, because of accident po-
tential, transit contra-flow lanes are generally only
recommended when additional lanes cannot be added
easily because of space limitations and where reserve
capacity is available in the non-peak direction.
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Identifying Opportunities for Future
Transit Facilities

Plans for SRA routes will consider opportunities
to incorporate future transit and associated facilities
such as:

*  Busways
*  High-Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lanes
« Ridesharing Facilities
Furthermore, SRA routes will consider incorpo-

rating future light - rail systems or circulator and shuttle
systems where future plans already exist.

Maintaining Pedestrian Accessibility

Safe movement and accessibility are key issues
for bicycles and pedestrians. The urban SRA corridors
are likely to experience the greatest concentration of
pedestrians and cyclists. The density of developments
coupled withshorter trip-making encourage these travel
modes. Additionally, the urban SRA routes experience
heavy traffic volumes. In these urban areas, close par-
allel routes are usually present and continuous. These
parallel facilities should be identified as bicycle routes
so that the SRA routes can focus on their primary
responsibility-—carrying regional traffic. The design of
most urban SRA routes already includes sidewalks for
pedestrians and should continue to do so under maxi-
mum design. Handicapped access ramps for pedestri-
ans also will be considered at intersections and curb cut
locations.

On rural and suburban SRA routes, more options
are available for handling pedestrian and bicycle ac-
cess. Forexample, while right-of-way availability is still
a critical issue, dense development immediately adja-
cent to the roadway may not be as common an occur-
rence as in urban areas. In certain cases provisions for
bicycles and pedestrians may be accommodated within
the SRA right-of-way itself. In these situations, alter-
native parallel routes may not always be available. The
choice of how to provide access withinthe SR A corridor
will be based on each unique situation. Where an
existing bicycle and pedestrian facility already exists,
the goal is to have a continuous system of bicycles and
pedestrian facilities.

Naperville/Naper/Weber Project Status

Todate, about 30 percentof the study of Naperville/
Naper/Weber is complete. In October, IDOT and the
consultant team held the first Advisory Panel Meeting.
Atthis meeting, the existing conditions of the Naperville/
Naper/Weber corridor were reviewed with panel
members. The second Advisory Panel Meeting is
scheduled forMarch. Advisory Panel members will be
contacted in the near future to set the date, time, and
location. At this second meeting, the panel will discuss
long-range alternatives for improvements to the
Naperville/Naper/Weber corridor. The third Advisory
Panel Meeting is scheduled to take place in the summer
of 1992, and a Public Hearing is scheduled tentatively
for the fall of 1992.
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Relationship of Transportation Planning

to Land Use and Development

Land Use and the SRA Plan

The success of today's transportation system and
the viability of its future depend upon integrating arte-
rial improvements with future development plans. Road
improvements have the potential to stimulate land use
changes, which in tum, can impact the efficiency of the
transportation system. Improved accessibility, a com-
mon component of transportation system improvement
plans, can influence land development, particularly
when combined with other contributing factors such as
land availability, market trends, local zoning and land
use policies, water and sewer extension policies, and
proximity to population centers.

The Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) network,
which consists of 1,340 miles of existing roads, encom-
passes 146 routes in Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake,
McHenry, and Will Counties. Within this network there
are significant differences in the roadway environment
that determine how various types of routes may func-
tion in the system. Land use impacts also will vary,
depending upon whether the route traverses an urban,
suburban, or rural area. Inrural or suburban areas, there
may be large tracts of vacant land that may undergo
development, requiring coordinated access; in urban
areas, maintaining or improving access and parking to
existing developments are primary issues.

In high-demand areas, consideration of access
management and design improvements are necessary to
ensure maintenance of a good level of service. A key
element of the SRA plan is to balance the goals of an
arterial’s function, to carry high volumes of long-
distance traffic, withexisting and future land use access
needs. This may be accomplished by:

¢  Understanding future regional growth trends; and

»  Understanding andaccommodating local planning
efforts.

Understanding Future Regional Growth
Trends

By the year 2010, substantial increases in popula-
tion, number of households, and employment are pro-
jected for the Chicago metropolitan region. Total
population is projected to grow by 17.2 percent—from
7.1 million in 1980 to over 8.3 million by 2010. Popu-
lation growth will be most significant outside of Cook
County (which contains the city of Chicago) in the
suburban counties. Each of the six counties, with the
exception of Cook County, is projected to grow by
nearly 50 percent over the 30-year period (1980 to
2010). The following table details population growth
and percent change over the 30-year period.

Projected Population Change, 1980-2010

Population Percent

County 1980 2010 locrease Change
Cook 5,253,700 5,567,400 313,700 6.0
DuPage 658 800 985,600 326,800 500
Kane 278,400 426,100 147,700 53.1
Lake 440 400 640,700 200,300 455
McHenry 147,500 235800 87,900 594
will 324,500 472,400 147,900 45.6
Region 7,103,600 8,327,500 1,224,300 172

Source: Northeastern lilinois Planning Commission

Changing demographics have altered household
structure, bringing a dramatic increase in the number of
single-person and single-parent-headed households, a
factor that will continue to shape markets in the coming
years. In the region, the number of households is pro-
jected to increase by 31.1 percent (774,000 new house-
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Naperville/Naper/Weber Corridor

holds) between 1980 and 2010-—reaching over 3.2
million. Nearly half of the new households will be in
Cook County, which will add close to 350,000 house-
holds. Lake, Kane, McHenry, Will, and DuPage Coun-
ties will see the greatest percent change—with house-
holds increasing by well over 50 percent of 1980 levels.

Projected Household Change, 1980-2010

Household Percent

County 1980 2010 Increase Change
Cook 1879,400 2,228,000 348,600 18.5
DuPage 222,000 368,500 146,500 61.0
Kane 93,700 160,100 66,400 7.9
Lake 139,700 240200 100,500 2.0
McHenry 49,100 87,800 38,700 78.8
Wwill 103,100 170,900 67,800 65.7
Region 2,486,700 3260,700 774,000 31.1

Source: Northeastern lllinois Planning Commission

The region’s employment is projected to increase
by 34.6 percent by 2010-—to over 4.5 million jobs.
Cook, DuPage, and Lake Counties will continue to be
the major employment centers in the region. Employ-
ment in DuPage County is projected to more than
double over the 30-year time period—from 284,700 to
641,500 jobs. In Lake County, the number of jobs will
increase from 162,000 to 306,700 between 1980 and
2010.

Projected Employment Change, 1980-2010

Employment Percent

County 1980 2010 Increase Change
Cook 2,697.000 3.249,100 551,100 205
DuPage 284,700 641,500 356,800 125.3
Kane 119,100 174,400 55,300 464
Lake 162,000 306,700 144,700 89.3
McHenry 47,000 73200 26 200 557
Will 91,700 134,100 42,400 46.2
Reglon 3,401,400 4,579,100 1,777,700 34.6

Source: Northeastern [llinois Planning Commission

Understanding and Accommodating Local
Land Use Plans

To provide an SRA corridor plan that addresses
future development, comprehensive land use plans re-
quested from each community have been integrated
into the SRA transportation planning effort. From these
land use plans, it is possible to make a better determi-
nation of:

»  Potential future access locations

* Need for frontage roads, collector roads, etc.
»  Optimal future traffic signal locations

*  Potential for development of transit plans

In existing or future areas of intense commercial
development, SRA corridor planning can focus on:
» Consolidating driveways, coordinating closely-
spaced access points
*  Mitigating impacts to on-street parking
« Optimal median types and dimensions (such as
raised versus flush medians)
Inresidential areas, or near parks and schools, the
corridor plan can focus on;
*  Accommodating pedestrian activities
»  Addressing aesthetic issues to minimize adverse
visual impacts of corridor improvements
It is important to note that local units of govemn-
ment control land use and development. The SRA
corridor plan attempts to coordinate future transporta-
tion needs based on community plans, but if land use
policy changes, orif aland use planis notimplemented,
the transportation system will be affected. Thus, a good
transportation system depends upon implementation of
effective land use controls and enforcement of land use
plans.

Land Use Considerations in the
Naperville/Naper/Weber Corridor

The Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber
Road/Larkin Avenue SRA corridor, which extends
from 1-80 to Roosevelt Road (1llinois Route 38), has
been designated “suburban” forits 27-mile length. The
corridor is shown on the accompanying map.

Generally, the predominant land use for most of
the corridor is, and will continue to be, low-density
residential. Notable areas where land use is changing,
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Naperville/Naper/Weber Corridor

or where trends imply future potential access concems,
are:

Naperville/Naper/Weber Corridor

« From Danada Drive to Butterfield Road (Illinois
Route 56), office and retail uses are dominant.
From ButterfieldRoadto AT& T Drive, the land use
is forest preserve. Between AT&T Drive and
Ogden Avenue (U.S. 34), office and retail uses
predominate.

»  FromOgden Avenue to Royce Road, the land use is
primarily low-density residential, with the exception
of the intersections of Maple Avenue, Hobson
Road, and 75th Street, where there are office and
retail uses.

» FromRoyce Road to Weber Road, developing uses
include residential and commercial. Along Weber
Road, from Naperville Road to Caton Farm Road,
residential development will continue, with
commercial and industrial uses concentrated near
the I-55 interchange.

Considerations for mitigating potential adverse
impacts of future development could include providing
access control, requiring additional right-of-way reser-
vation for frontage roads, or providing enhanced access
1o the development or site.
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Project Status

The second Advisory Panel Meeting is scheduled
for April 22, 1992. At this meeting, altemative im-
provements under consideration will be presented and
discussed, and input will be solicited from the panel
members. The project team will continue to detail the
plan, which will be presented and discussed at the third
panel meeting in the fall of 1992.
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The Function of a

Strategic Regional Arterial

For streets and highways in metropolitan areas to
operate efficiently, the functions they are to perform
must be classified, and the types of facilities that best
accommodate these functions must be identified.
Facilities designed specifically for a given type of
movement suit that purpose best; matching use and
design helps to ensure consistent, uniform flow, which
contributes to operational efficiency and safety.! An
area’s street and highway system can be classified
schematically by relating the proportion of movement
function to access function. This concept is illustrated
graphically in the accompanying chart. Atitsfunctional
extreme, a local access or

“arterial” roadways. Also, on SRAs triplengths will be
longer and movement will be faster than on other
arterial or collector streets. However, despite the focus
onaccommodating the movement function, considering
the access function also is vital because SRA routes
pass through numerous villages and cities.

SRA Benefits

Communities affected by SRAs often ask: “What
is achieved by the SRA system?” or “How will SRA
improvements benefitmy community?” The remainder

residential street is devoted
almost entirely to providing
access to abutting properties;
the freeway, on the other hand,
serves only the movement
function,

The Nllinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT) has
designated 1,340 miles of
existing roadways in
northeastern [Illinois as
Strategic Regional Arterials
(SRAs). This functional
classification falls between the
general “arterial” category and
“freeway"’ class.

SRAs are intended to

Unrestricted
access
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for access proposes:
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of this newsletter addresses and provides answers to
these questions.
Local communities benefit from SRA designation
and planning by realizing the following improvements:
«  Enhanced traffic safety
+ Improved traffic operations
*  Reduced environmental impacts
+  Reduced neighborhood impacts
» Increased local land use and transportation
planning
These benefits may result from physical
improvement of SRA routes and/orthe overall planning
process leading to implementation of the SRA concept.

Improvement Benefits

Benefits in safety, traffic operations, and the
environment result directly from SRA improvements
to the number and arrangement of driving lanes, traffic
and access controls, and lane arrangements at
intersections.

Safety

Driver and pedestrian safety on SRAs may be
enhanced by improving intersections and medians, by
controlling access, and, in some instances, by restricting
or prohibiting parking. '

Intersection Improvements

Research shows that adding a channelized left-
turn lane at an intersection reduces accidents
significantly. Although adding tuming lanes is the
most obvious example of a physical intersection
improvement, coordinating traffic signal timing
between several intersections or revising signal phasing,
whichare less obvious, also are important improvement
considerations. Separate signal phases for pedestrians
and cyclists also may be implemented to enhance
safety on a SRA.

Median Improvements

Providing a raised or a painted median for a SRA
separates opposing traffic flows and affords a “refuge”
for pedestrians crossing the street. Two-way left-tum
lanes that allow left turns at all locations along the SRA
have been shown to result in accident reductions of 25
percent or more.

For higher-speed rural facilities, dramatic safety
improvements result when a four-lane divided highway
canbeimplemented (versus atwo-or four-lane undivided
roadway).

Access Management

Frequent access drives along a SRA—with
consequent turns into and out of roadside development—
are another source of accidents. Research shows that
restricting the frequency of driveways, or restricting
left turns at driveways at a minimum, will result in a
lower accident rate. Improved access management,
which goes along with development of the SRA system,
also can enhance driver and pedestrian safety.

Parking Regulation

Eliminating or restricting curb parking on some
portions of the SRA system will not only promote better
traffic flow, but will eliminate accidents that may be
attributed to parking and “un-parking” maneuvers. In
order to support local activity and to satisfy parking
demand, parking spaces that are removed from the curb
usually will need to be replaced in off-street facilities,
where parking can be managed easily and accessed
safely.

Traffic Operations

Along with safety enhancements, physical
improvements to the street system such as adding lanes,
providing a median, or controlling access also promote
bettertraffic operations. Drivers will be able to complete
their journey on a SRA with fewer starts and stops, and
at consistent, acceptable, and safe speeds.

—_n—
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Environmental Impacts

Good traffic operations produce an important
benefit: reduced fuel consumption and a resultant air
quality improvement. Vehicles travelling smoothly
emit less pollutants than vehicles under congested flow
conditions. In the Chicago metropolitan area, which
has been designated a “severe non-attainment area” for
air quality, maintaining smooth, efficient traffic
operations is critical. Motor vehicles contribute as
much as 60 percent of ozone-forming pollutants—a
significant component of the smog that occurs on hot
days. Pollutant emissions are a particular problem in
areas of congestion; highemissions result from frequent
stops, long periods of vehicle idling, and very low
speeds. More efficient traffic flow onthe SR A network,
therefore, will help the Chicago area to meet itsclean air
objectives.

System Benefits

Along with direct safety, operations, and
environmental benefits that will result from SRA
improvements, there also are several important
systemwide advantages to be gained from the SRA

program.
Neighborhood Impacts

Ultimately, the objective of designating functional
classifications for the street and highway system is to
ensure that the specific roadway category is used by the
type of driver for whichitisintended. When*“through”
traffic intrudesinto residential neighborhoods, the blame
almost always can be placed on inadequacies in the
arterial system (which the drivers should have used for
those trips instead). A key objective of planning and
providing an effective SRA system is to afford and to
promote a viable travel altemnative and, consequently,
torid local streets of unnecessary.and unwanted through
traffic. The result will be safer, quieter, cleaner, and
generally more pleasant residential neighborhoods.

Business District Impacts

Many SRASs pass through local business districts.
Optimizing traffic flow into and through the business

district at safe speeds can help the district to retain its
vitality and to reinforce consumer attraction. It is
important to strike a balance between the needs of
shoppers and pedestrians, and the needs of drivers
approaching and passing through the business district.
Relocation of on-street parking, special attention to
transit stops, and selected intersection improvements all
serve to maintain and to enhance both accessibility to
the business district (and improve SRA operations).

Land Use and Transporation Planning

The present, ongoing SRA studies fall under the
category of feasibility studies or advance planning. The
various improvements to the SRA system that are
proposed in these plans will be implemented in
increments over a relatively long time span. The plans
take on added importance, therefore, as the framework
foracomprehensive long-range transportation program.

Once the number of traffic lanes and access controls
for a particular SRA have been determined, local
communities along the route will be able to implement
plans and regulations to preserve the required right-of-
way, to plan for access to future development, to provide
adequate setbacks, and to support appropriate zoning.
Because each SRA route penetrates numerous
communities, a long-range comprehensive plan also
affords local agencies an opportunity to cooperate and
coordinate their land use and transportation planning
efforts, which will facilitate implementation.

SRA Benefits for Naperville Road

The SRA plan for the Naperville Road/Naper
Boulevard/WeberRoad/Larkin Avenue corridor should
produce a range of benefits for the communities it
serves. SRA improvements under consideration will
relieve congestion, and improve safety and air quality.

For three sections of Naperville Road, where a
high number of intersecting streets and access locations
exist, access restrictions and connections between
developments are being considered to improve safety
and to facilitate through traffic movement. A one-way
couplet alsois understudy betweenRidgeland Road and
Plank Road; the couplet will help to accommodate high
traffic volumes through this commercial area, while
maintaining access to commercial uses.

._._____H._______—



1

s
e
e

Naperville/Naper/Weber Corridor .

Du Page County is conducting a separate study of
the area between Diehl Road and Warrenville Road.
Considerationis being givento improved tollway access
and a grade separation at Warrenville Road, and to grade
separations at Butterfield Road and 75th Street.

Corridor Planning Status

The Naperville Road Corridor Advisory Panel met
on April 22, 1992. Since that meeting, consultant and
IDOT staffhave worked toward developing and refining
the SRA plan. The cormridor is undergoing further
evaluation to determine what cross-section treatments
are appropriate to accommodate local needs and
constraints.

The consultant is preparing the first draft of the
SRA report for review by IDOT. Presentation of the
draft SRA plan is scheduled for the third panel meeting
in early fall.
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Environmental Considerations in SRA
Transportation Improvement Planning

Discussion of Issues

Inplanning and implementation of road way design
projects, engineers and officials frequently face
environmental considerations that complicate the
projects’ standard engineering aspects. Environmental
considerations play a significant part in engineering
design decisions, as highway designers and planners
deal with the stringent requirements of various
environmental regulatory agencies, and state and local
govemnments (see table on page 2). Typical roadway
design environmental issues include air quality,
wetlands, and impacts to both sensitive land uses and to
publicly-owned land (socioeconomic impact and
potential land use change to the area also are considered,
as discussed in Newsletter No. 4). Plans to avoid,
minimize, or mitigate such impacts are integral to the
design of a project and, ultimately, affect engineering
solutions.

As part of the SRA project, an environmental
analysis component has been conducted to inventory
existing conditions and to identify environmental and
land use characteristics that may conflict with, or be
affected by, proposed roadway improvements. This
initial inventory and identification would be
supplemented by detailed analysis of these
environmental effects as individual projects proceed to
more advanced design. Thisnewsletterreviews notable
environmental and land use issues typically encountered
intransportation projects, and discusses how they impact
design decisions.

Wetlands

Wetlands are areas that are inundated or saturated
by surface or groundwater, and support a variety of
plant and animal species adapted to these conditions.

Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs,
and similar areas, and:
«  Filter pollutants naturally;

¢  Enhance water quality;

« Provide natural watershed storage;

«  Control flooding;

«  Reduce erosion;

+  Provide habitat for bird and animal life; and

» Provide aesthetic, recreational, educational, and
socioeconomic benefits,

Because of these values, wetlands are protected
by a variety of regulations at the local, state, and federal
levels. Provisions for wetland protection, restoration,
or replacement often are required before a project can
proceed.

The presence of wetlands in the vicinity of road
improvementsinfluenceslocation and designdecisions.
If possible, the project must avoid damage to wetlands.
Ifavoidanceisimpractical, the project then must attempt
to minimize adverse environmental impacts. Lastly, if
wetland losses are unavoidable, the project’s owner
must arrange to compensate for destroyed or degraded
wetlands through a process of restoring damaged
wetlands or creating new ones.

Parkland

Public parkland is protected by federal regulatory
provisions, and special effort must be made to preserve
and protect such lands. These provisions apply to
public recreation areas, including forest preserves,
conservation districts; publicly-owned golf courses;
state, county, or local parks; and sites and structures
listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

Projects that would acquire or adversely affect
public recreation land require additional federal

- ... continued on page 3
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Federal Legislation for Resource Protection

Legislation

Resource
Affected

Responsible
Agency

Summary

Section 4(f)
Evaluation

Public park and
recreation kand;
historic resources

Federal Highway
Administration

Requires consideration, consultation,
and altemative studies to determine
that there are no feasible and
prudent alternatives to the use of
land from a publicly-owned park,
recreation areq, or wildiife and
waterfowl refuge of significance, as
determined by the official officer
having jurisdiction. Also must address
measures o minimize harm. Applies
to properties eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places.

Section 6() of the
Land and Water
Conservation
ALAWCON) Act

Public recredation
land developed
with LAWCON
funding

Federal Highway
Administration

Recreation land purchased or
improved under the LAWCON Act
cannot be used unless replacement
land of equal value. use, and size
can be supplied. Precedes
completion of the Section 4(f)
Evaluation.

Section 106 of the
Historic Preservation
Act

Cuttural
resources

Advisory Council
on Historic
Preservation

Requires evaluation of the proposed
project's effect on properties
included, or eligible for inclusion, in
the National Register of Historic
Places. and allows the Advisory
Council a reasonable opportunity to
comment prior to project approval.
Requires documentation of special
effort to avoid or to minimize ham to
any landmark that may be offected
adversely. Precedes completion of
the Section 4(f) Evaluation.

Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act

Waterways and
wetlands

U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers and
U.S. EPA

Requires pemmit for discharge of
dredged or fill materials into
jurisdictional waters of the United
States. including wetlonds. These
waters include navigable waters and
their tributaries, interstate waters,
lakes, and intermittent streams.

Wetlands Executive
Order 11990

Wetlands

Federal Highway
Administration

Directs federal agencies to avoid
unnecessary alteration or destruction
of wetlands, and requires
implementation of actions to
minimize the loss or degradation of
wetlands affected by a federal
project, or by any project that
receives federal funding.

— -
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continued from page I . . .

regulatory review and approval, and must include all
possible measures to minimize harm. These measures
might include replacement of lands, replacement of
facilitiesimpacted by the project, restoration of disturbed
areas, incorporation of design features to minimize or
avoid impact, or monetary compensation.

Sensitive Land Uses

Sensitive land uses also are a factor in road
improvement and design decisions. Typical sensitive
land uses include hospitals, schools, cemeteries, police
and fire departments, and other community facilities.
Emergency access is one consideration; roadway
changes canimpact access to and from facilities such as
hospitals and police and fire departments. Noise
standards (moving a roadway closer to buildings may
exceed acceptable noise levels) and business and
residential relocation issues are other factors to be
considered. Finally, effort should be made to avoid
impact to these sensitive facilities because they are
integral to the physical and social fabric of the
community, Whenever possible, adjustments in road
designshould be madeto avoid disrupting such facilities.

Air Quality

Improved traffic operations produce an important
benefit: reduced fuel consumption and a resultant air
quality improvement. Vehicles traveling smoothly
emit less pollutants than vehicles under congested flow
conditions. In the Chicago metropolitan area, which
has been designated a “severe non-attainment area” for
air quality, maintaining smooth, efficient traffic
operations is critical. Motor vehicles contribute as
much as 60 percent of ozone-forming pollutants—a
significant component of the smog that occurs on hot
days. Pollutant emissions pose a particular problem in
areas of congestion; highemissions result from frequent
stops, long periods of vehicle idiing, and very low
speeds. More efficient traffic flow onthe SRA network,
therefore, will help the Chicago area to meet itscleanaair
objectives.

How Do These Environmental
Considerations Affect Roadway
Design?

Each of these environmental considerations
contributes to the basic SRA improvement concept and
affects design solutions. Engineering designis tailored
to avoid or minimize effects by:

= Adjusting the alignment (e.g., focus widening to
one side of the facility or the other; realign the
roadway to avoid an impact)

¢ Incorporating retaining walls to minimize the
amount of right-of-way needed

»  Adjusting cross-sectional features, such as median
width, to minimize the right-of-way needed
« Implementing curb-and-gutter and closed drainage
systems to minimize right-of-way taking
Insome cases, the presence and location of sensitive
or protected land uses affect the basic SRA corridor
concept. In keeping with overall planning objectives,
the ability to implement a full, desirable SRA cross
section must be balanced against the environmental
impacts that could result. Decisions to “downsize” a
corridor segment because of environmental concems
have been made on many SRA corridors.

Environmental Concerns and SRA
Planning for Naperville Road/Naper
Boulevard/Weber Road/Larkin

Avenue

The study to determine recommended
improvements for Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/
Weber Road/Larkin Avenue has considered numerous
environmental issues, including wetlands, parkland
(forest preserve), natural habitat, and a historic site.

Wetland areas are located along Weber Road and
portions of Naper Boulevard, sometimes along both
sides of the roadway. Where possible, wetlands were
avoided by a slight shift of the recommended roadway
alignment. As individual portions of the recommended
planare implemented, specific wetland delineation will

___ﬂ——
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be done and more definitive plans will be prepared to
minimize and avoid wetlands.

The existing Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard
corridor features the Danada Forest Preserve and several
community parks (Seven Gables Park, Surrey Ridge
Park, Huntington Estates Park, Hunters Woods Park,
Farmington Park, and Royce Homestead Park). The
forest preserve and only one park (Homestead Park) will
be affected by the SRA plan. The plan will require an
additional 15 feet of right-of-way on each side of
Naperville Road through the Danada Forest Preserve,
where existing right-of-way width is only 80 feet.

The Ogden Avenue area was given special

consideration along Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard. -

This highly developed area has restricted right-of-way,
does not meet SRA geometric standards, and is burdened
with aheavy amount of existing traffic. Because meeting
minimum SRA cross-section requirements and providing
a grade separation between Naper Boulevard and Ogden
Avenue wasdetermined infeasible, a one-way couplet is
being recommended. This couplet basically would utilize
the existing pavements of Naper Boulevard and
Naperville Road, and a connection at Ogden Avenue
between Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard would be
provided to complete the one-way pair.

Corridor Status

The Naperville Road/Naper Boulevard/Weber
Road/Larkin Avenue Draft Final Reportis being prepared
at this time. The third panel meeting is tentatively
scheduled forearly December 1992. At this meeting, the
Draft Final Report and the recommended plan will be
discussed in detail. Although no specific date has been
set for the public hearing, it is expected to be held early
in 1993.
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OPERATION GREENLIGHT

NAPERVILLE ROAD/NAPER
BOULEVARD /WEBER ROAD/
LARKIN AVENUE BETWEEN
ILLINOIS ROUTE 38 AND
INTERSTATE ROUTE 80

DU PAGE COUNTY PUBLIC HEARING

REPORT of comments made at the public
hearing of the above-captioned matter, taken before
Joan M. Kenny, C. S. R., a Notary Public in and for
the County of DuPage, State of Illinois, at the
Naperville Governmental Complex, 400 South Eagle
Street, Naperville, Illinois, on Thursday, the

17th day of December, A. D. 1992.




MEMORANDUM

TO: lllinois Department of Transportation
COPIES: File
Tim Neuman
FROM: Ted Treesh
DATE: January 4, 1995
SUBJECT: Naperville Rd./Naper Blvd. SRA Public Hearing

This memorandum summarizes written and oral comments taken by IDOT,
Metro Transportation Group, Inc. and the court reporter at the DuPage
County public hearing for Naperville Rd. held on December 17, 1992. In
addition, responses are delineated in bold type following the comments.

-Six comments were recorded discouraging the construction of a grade
separation for east-west traffic on 75th Street over Naper Blvd.

The grade separation of 75th Street and Naper Boulevard was recommended
due to the projected volume of traffic at that intersection in the future. There
is insufficient right-of-way to provide the number of lanes necessary in order
to allow efficient operation of an at-grade intersection. Additionally, a grade
separation would allow traffic on 75th Street to flow uninterrupted over
Naper Boulevard.

A comment was recorded in support of a grade separation at Naper Blvd. and
75th St. if IDOT puts up some form of funding format.

No comment.

A comment was recorded to streamline access to apartment buildings and
houses along the proposed thoroughfare.

Access control is a major consideration in formulating the final
recommendations of the SRA report.

A request was made to improve the intersection at 75th St. to provide a
good merge ramp from northbound Naper Blvd. to eastbound 75th St.



No comment.

A couple of concerns were raised surrounding the issue of environmental
impacts of the proposed development:

-1 question was raised regarding compliance with the Clean Air Act.

-2 requests were made for an environmental impact statement regarding the
adverse environmental effects of widening the corridor.

Before any construction can begin, the proper environmental and engineering
studies will have to be completed and all applicable environmental regulations
adhered to.

A request was recorded for development of and access to a cost/benefit
analysis of the proposed widening (forinstance, non-calculable costs/benefits
to society).

No comment.

A request was recorded to have had public hearings held earlier in the
process to allow for more public voice and action.

The public hearings held for the SRA routes are as early in the process as
possible. This process is established to gain local feedback prior to the

development of preliminary plans.

-2 comments were recorded concerning the maintenance of the parkways of
the proposed development (i.e. grass cutting).

Maintenance of landscaped areas will either be done by the local governing
agency.

-1 comment was noted to widen Boughton Rd. from Rt. 59 on the west to
[-355 on the east, thus facilitating access to I-355 or I-55.

Boughton Road is under the jurisdiction of the Village of Bolingbrook.
-2 comments were made to further promote the development of Naperville-

Plainfield and Rickert Dr. to Rt. 59.

-1 suggestion was recorded to design a western bypass of the city to provide
the intended goals of widening Naper Blvd.



The City of Naperville is studying the development of a western bypass and
increased utilization of Plainfield-Naperville Road.

-9 recommendations were recorded to build a Fox Valley Expressway along
Eloa Rd.

The Fox Valley Expressway was terminated by the current state legislature.
1 comment was recorded to expand Weber Rd. to 6 lanes.
No comment.

-1 comment was recorded to construct a new north-south road west of
Rt.59.

No comment.

-1 comment was recorded to widen College/Wherli Rds. between 87th St.
and Warrenville Rd.

No comment.

2 suggestions were made to expand Ogden Ave.

No comment.

-1 comment was made to expand and improve |-294.

Completed.

-3 comments were recorded to make 75th as an overpass.

No comment.

-2 comments were recorded to improve |-55.

Currently being evaluated.

-3 comments were recorded to promote a public transportation program that

would deal with people en masse along the existing roadway (with an
additional comment that proposed incorporating the E&J Railroad tracks into

the provision of mass transit).

Public transportation was also addressed in the SRA report. Bus turnouts
and potential park-and-ride locations were preliminarily identified.



A couple of comments were made in support of the SRA proposed related
changes.

No comment.

A comment was made in support of the acquisition of additional right-of-way
south of the Naper Blvd./Washington intersection (for possible future
expansion).

No comment.

-2 comments were recorded encouraging the purchase of land on the east-
side of Naperville Rd., subsequently because it is rental property, for control
over right-of-way for future development.

No comment.

A request was made to provide to the public an adequate hand-out data
sheet that envisioned beyond the year 2010.

No comment.

A total of 181 comments were recorded in opposition to the widening of
Naper Blvd. to 6 lanes for a variety of reasons. These reasons include:
increase in noise and air pollution, increase in speed limit, increase in heavy
truck traffic, inconvenience to the people, safety hazards, increase in traffic
congestion, the loss of homes and privacy, unnecessary expense, increase
in need for more police patrols and maintenance of the roadway, inconvenient
access to library and schools, depreciation of home values, bisecting
community and schools, decrease the quality of life, lack of access (from the
side streets’ restrictions from access), and the availability of practical
alternatives.

The following comments are grouped together and share the same response
at the end of the document.

-3 comments were recorded that specifically pertained to the concern over
restrictions on left turns from/to Naper Blvd. from side streets.

-6 comments were recorded in opposition to limiting access onto Naper Blvd.
from businesses and side streets.

A request was made for an entrance into a dealership located at the corner
of Ogden Ave. and Naper Blvd. for the southbound Naperville reroute. In
addition, the raised divider should be addressed along with a turning lane to
allow customers to enter the building.



A number of comments were made regarding recommended alternatives of
improving existing routes as less costly than expanding Naper Blvd. These
include:

-120 comments were recorded for the need to improvement and expansion
I-59.

-99 comments were recorded for the need to upgrade |-53.

-117 comments were recorded for the need to expand laneage and extension
of [-355 (with 4 suggestions made to expand Ogden Avenue east of Naper
and/or 75th St from Rt. 59 to I-355, thus facilitating access to the existing
route of I-355).

-2 comments were recorded recommending the construction of bike paths on
Naper Blvd. as alternatives to the reliance on automobiles.

-1 comment was recorded proposing a system of company buses for
employees instead of the need to expand laneage for automobile usage.

A request was made to hold the state responsible for a consistent noise
abatement in all areas as a result of the proposed widening (since it cuts
through localities and townships).

A comment was recorded to propose the SRA route end at State Route 56
(due to the fact that there is no viable alternative for traffic to continue
northbound at Roosevelt Rd., with exception to the business district and
residential areas).

The section of northbound Naperville Rd. at Roosevelt Rd. should not be
restriped to allot for left-turn lanes, without property acquisition.

2 comments were recorded about the section of the corridor from Hobson
Road through Gardner Road, in that it should not contain a raised median
limiting the street access.

A comment was recorded to maintain a full signalized intersection at Green
Trails Dr.

A proposal was made to limit access from Naper Blvd. (from Gartner Rd.), if
the plan goes through, to right turns only in a southerly direction.

A request was made for a turn lane at Ogden Ave. and Naper Blvd.

2 requests were recorded for a left-turn lane onto Fairmeadow Ln. from
Naperville Rd (or else add a traffic signal at that intersection).



A concern was stated with regards to the area on Naper Bivd. between Plank
and Washington, in hopes to coordinate efforts against this action.

-2 comments were recorded to implement an entrance/exit at the northern
terminus of the proposed route to facilitate access to I-88 (thus reducing
traffic onto Maple Blvd).

A concern was raised regarding the lack of smooth traffic flow with regards
to the left and right-hand turns off of Rockbridge.

Upon completion of the public hearing process, the City of Naperville and the
DuPage County Board both passed independent resolutions opposing the SRA
and any widening to Naper Boulevard, which is under jurisdiction of the City
of Naperville, and Naperville Road, which is under the jurisdiction of DuPage
County. The lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the Chicago
Area Transportation Study (CATS) has thus removed the SRA designation
from Naper Boulevard and Naperville Road north of 75th Street to Roosevelt
Road (Il 38). The comments recorded at the public hearing and received by
IDOT regarding this segment are shown above. Responses to each individual
comment were not made due to the de-designation of the roadway as an
SRA.



IN RE:
STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL
OPERATION GREENLIGHT

NAPERVILLE ROAD/NAPER
BOULEVARD /WEBER ROAD/
LARKIN AVENUE BETWEEN
ILLINOIS ROUTE 38 AND
INTERSTATE ROUTE 80

WILL COUNTY PUBLIC HEARING

REPORT of commenfs made at the public
hearing of the above-captioned matter, taken before
Joan M. Kenny, C. S. R., a Notary Public in and for
the County of DuPage, State of Illinois, at Carillon,
13450 South Weber Road, Plainfield, Illinois, on

Tuesday, the 15th day of December, A. D. 1992,

during the hours of 2:00 P.

and 8:00 P. M.

Transcript available for
review at Illinois

Department of Transportatilon
- District 1 headquarters.




MEMORANDUM

TO: llinois Department of Transportation
COPIES: File
Tim Neuman
FROM: Ted Treesh
DATE: January 4, 1994
SUBJECT: Weber Rd/Larkin Ave

This memorandum summarizes written and oral comments taken by IDOT,
Metro Transportation Group, Inc. and the court reporter at the Will County
public hearing for Weber Rd/Larkin Ave held on December 15, 1992. |In
addition, responses are delineated in bold type following the comments.

A total of 23 comments were made opposing widening Naper Blvd to 6
lanes. Reasons for this include concerns over: safety, increase in noise
pollution, increase in truck traffic, decrease in property values, increase in
speed limits, access to and from subdivisions and driveways, and splitting the
neighborhood.

Since the time of the public hearing, Naper Boulevard, north of 75th Street,
has been dropped from the SRA network. Naper Boulevard, south of 75th
Street to Washington Street, is proposed to remain a 4-lane roadway. South
of Washington Street, the land use is currently primarily commercial and
agricultural. As new subdivisions are constructed, right-of-way and access
should be properly designed to accommodate a future 6-lane roadway south
of Washington Street.

-1 comment was recorded in favor of the proposed 6-lane highway.
No comment.

A request was made to place signs on Naper Blvd at River Woods due to the
close proximity of hearing impaired children residing there.

Sign requests should be addressed to the City of Naperville.



A request was made for an increase in personal involvement in the plan
(Weber/Naper SRA).

The next step in the process will also involve additional public input and
hearings.

A number of comments were made regarding recommended improvements
or alternatives to widening Naper Blvd to 6 lanes. These include:

-3 comments were recorded to improve or promote the utilization of
[-355 (and to lengthen it at both ends).

-2 comments were made to improve Highway 31.
-6 comments were made to improve Highway 59.
-4 comments were recorded to expand and utilize more, Highway 53.

-2 comments were recorded to increase the laneage on Il 59 from Fox
Valley Mall to 1-55 to 6 lanes.

-A request was made to construct a route west of Naper Blvd (around
Brook or Plainfield) because 59 is too congested.

Studies have also been completed for Il 59 and 11 31. 1-355 is currently being
studied for extension to the north (Lake County) and south (Will County).

A request was stated to make public a date for completion of the project’s
construction.

No construction schedule has been established at this time. When funding
is made available, a construction date will then be made.

5 suggestions were made to put up sound barriers to protect against noise
if the project must be constructed.

Construction of noise barriers are determined during pre-construction plan
preparation. At the time of plan preparation, additional meetings will be held
to address the necessity of sound barriers.

A request was made for homeowners to have future considerations for
developments.

Homeowners do have a say through local governments, which offer public
hearings on zoning and developments.



A suggestion was recorded to make Caton Farm Rd/Bruce Rd an SRA (as an
alternate for Renwick Rd/159th St).

The selection of SRA routes was completed by the CATS policy committee
and is based on many criteria. Bruce Road, east of the Des Plaines River,
does not maintain the continuity that 159th Street/ll 7 does.

A concern was raised over the proposed 18 foot median strip along the
corridor.

The 18 foot wide median was selected to minimize the impact to adjoining
properties. The Design Concept for a Suburban SRA calls for a 30 foot wide
median.

A concern was recorded over the 6-lane road on Larkin (especially the 5 feet
beyond the easement because of the difficulty for residents to get out of their
driveways).

The residential driveways along Larkin Avenue would be limited to RIGHT
turns into and out of the driveways. This movement is considered much
more safe than allowing full access on a 6-lane roadway.

A request was made for a 4-lane highway with overpasses over each mile
where you come off of I-55.

No comment.

A suggestion was recorded for a signal at 2 intersections: Weber and Caton
Farm Rd, also at Division and Weber (where accidents often go unreported
in the media).

Signalization along the SRA route has been preliminarily identified. These
two specific locations have been identified as a potential signalized
intersection when warrants are satisfied.



NAPER/WEBER/LARKIN
SRA

Appendix A

Year 2010 Intersection
Planning Capacity Analysis
and Arterial Analysis



Appendix A
Year 2010 Capacity Analyses
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