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School Transportation 
 
Although national studies (such as the 2002 report "School Bus Safety: Crashworthiness 
Research" by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration) verify statistically the 
safety of school bus transportation, any event involving these vehicles has the potential to 
affect the lives of many children. 

 
 

There were 2,506 school transportation-related crashes* in Illinois in 2007, accounting for 
0.6% of all 422,889 crashes.  Even though there were a few fatalities in school 
transportation-related crashes (5 out of 1,250 traffic fatalities in Illinois in 2007), none 
were among children aged 18 or younger.   
 

School Hours 
 

School transportation related crashes were concentrated before and after typical school 
hours, with 1,532 (61.1%) of all 2,506 such crashes taking place either 7:00-8:59 am or 
2:00-3:59 pm.   

 
                                                 
* Crashes were classified as school transportation-related if they involved direct contact with a school bus or vehicle being 
used as a school bus (including stopped school buses) or if they involved a vehicle passing a stopped school bus in a crash 
also involving a child non-occupant such as a pedestrian or pedalcyclist (aged 18 or younger) 
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Injured Occupants and Pedestrians 
 

 Only 257 (39.1%) of the 658 
occupants and pedestrians 
injured in school transportation- 
related crashes were children 
aged 18 or younger.    

 
 Among the 257 children who 

were injured in school 
transportation-related crashes, 
4 (1.6%) were pedalcyclists and 
12 (4.7%) were pedestrians.   

 
 187 (72.8%) of the 257 children 

who were injured in school 
transportation-related crashes 
were occupants of buses or 
vehicles being used as buses.   

 
 
 
 
Road Use and Geographic Facts 
 

 2,265 (90.4%) of all 2,506 school transportation-related crashes took place on roads or 
highways that were classified as "urban" use   

 1,259 (50.2%) of all 2,506 school transportation-related crashes took place in Cook County 
o In comparison, Cook County accounts for just 30.6% of the average vehicle miles traveled in 

Illinois† 

 

 

                                                 
† Source: Illinois Travel Statistics 2007, Illinois Department of Transportation 
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