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Caseyville – Little Canteen Creek Levee 
overtopped

East St. Louis - Harding Ditch at I-255 and 
State St.



What Happened?

7.23” of Rain 12 to 18 Hours 1% (100-year) Storm 
Event

9,158 Damage Reports 
(Homes, Businesses, 

Vehicles)

$27.3 Million in 
damages



Cahokia Heights – Piat Place 
Neighborhood

Caseyville- Notched the Little Canteen Creek Levee.  
Prevented the July 2022 flooding from re-occurring



What Happened?

6+” of Rain 6 to 7 Hours 1% (100-year) Storm 
Event

1,052 Damage Reports 
(Homes, Businesses, 

Vehicles)



• Natural Geography and Geology
• American Bottoms is the Historic Flood Plain for the Mississippi River. A 

total of 137,000 acres of watershed drain to this area.

• A flood plain is naturally very flat.  

• Only 2 outlets for water to drain into the Mississippi.  South Pump 
Station on the Harding Ditch and the North Pump Station on the 
Cahokia Canal.

• Flat topography + Limited outlets = Localized Flooding

• High Groundwater table also complicates drainage.

• Growth, Development, Industrialization.
• Despite these natural challenges, the confluence of the Mississippi and 

Missouri River attracts industry and people.  

• East St. Louis is a major transportation hub for the nation.  Distributing 
goods by Rail, Truck, and Barge.

• People displace nature, but the water comes back.

• Plans and projects are needed to allow local communities to coexist with 
these natural conditions.



1888 USGS Topo







Plugged Storm Sewer Inlets



Canal No. 1 from 2020 and early 2021



Lake Drive Bridge over Canal No. 1 early 2021

















Questions?
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