lllinois Route 66

100 Years on the Mother Road
1926-2026
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America’s Most
Famous Road

1926
Chicago to Santa Monica
2448 miles - 8 states — 3 time zones




It All
Started in
1926

November 11, 1926
US Highway 66 is established
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The Main Street of
America

Communities grew around travelers
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The Alignments of lllinois Route 66
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Only on lllinois Route 66

Only on lllinois Route 66 can you experience the
Mother Road where it all began—filled with history,
iconic stops, welcoming communities, and stories that
helped shape America.
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Rise, Decline & Rediscovery
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But People
Wouldn’t Let
It Die

Preserve.
Restore.
Remember.
Travel.




2005:
The lllinois Route 66
Heritage Project is
Formed

The United States Department of Transportation
has designated certain US roads as National
Scenic Byways because of their special
significance to the American people. Route 66 in
lllinois received that recognition in 2005. Our
non-profit organization has the responsibility for
the lllinois Route 66 Scenic Byway, and it is our
mission to enhance and promote economic
opportunities for each lllinois Route 66
community by preserving lllinois Route 66
Heritage and by sustaining and increasing
heritage and cultural tourism. We serve over 90
communities in lllinois, from Chicago to the Chain
of Rocks Bridge near Madison, IL. Most have a
population of only 2,500 or less.

ditinois Route 66 Scenic Byway
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Home | Route 66 Centennial ¥| About | Travel| Maps & Brochures ¥| Membership ¥| Events ¥| From TheRoad| Support v| Store |

——SINCE19786

Route 66 defined a remarkable era in our nation’s history’=and it lives on today @
in lllinois' many Route 66_'r0§dside attractions, museums, and restaurants - it's
the shining ribbon of blacktop we call 'The Mother Road".
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Scan to Secure Your Seat

o\S ROUTE 66 SCENIC By
W preseuts the Way /%Vé'/ﬂéﬂ' //, 2026
FIRST ANNUAL

Preserving the Past. Fueling the Future.

As Route 66 marks its historic 100th anniversary, join community leaders,
small business owners, tourism experts, and road enthusiasts for a
powerful day of connection and strategy. Discover how to leverage

heritage tourism, maximize economic development, and safeguard the
iconic landmarks that make the lllinois Route 66 Scenic Byway legendary.



FEATURING
MICKEY THOMAS

' ILLINOIS ROUTE 66
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

|NOVEMBER11 2026 * 6 PM

piLIbLS

MOTORHEADS B
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

For more information or to J I tickets lou on to N0iSRoute66Cente al.0rI't
enjoy

illinois




EVERY GREAT JOURNEY BEGINS AT
ILLINOISROUTE66.0RG.

AS THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE FOR ILLINOIS
ROUTE 66, IT'S YOUR ULTIMATE GUIDE TO
THE MOTHER ROAD.

HEAD ONLINE AND START EXPLORING!




The Road Continues...

100 years of history. 300 miles
of stories. Countless reasons to
explore.

Only on lllinois Route 66.
Come experience the Mother
Road where the journey begins.
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