
Illinois Route 66
100 Years on the Mother Road
1926-2026





America’s Most 
Famous Road

1926
Chicago to Santa Monica
2448 miles - 8 states – 3 time zones



It All 
Started in 
1926
November 11, 1926
US Highway 66 is established





The Main Street of 
America
Communities grew around travelers







The Alignments of Illinois Route 66



Only on Illinois Route 66
Only on Illinois Route 66 can you experience the 
Mother Road where it all began—filled with history, 
iconic stops, welcoming communities, and stories that 
helped shape America.









Rise, Decline & Rediscovery



1985:  Route 66 Disappears 
from the Map
Route 66 is officially decommissioned



But People 
Wouldn’t Let 
it Die

Preserve.  
Restore. 
Remember. 
Travel.



2005:  
The Illinois Route 66 
Heritage Project is 

Formed
The United States Department of Transportation 

has designated certain US roads as National 
Scenic Byways because of their special 

significance to the American people. Route 66 in 
Illinois received that recognition in 2005. Our 

non-profit organization has the responsibility for 
the Illinois Route 66 Scenic Byway, and it is our 

mission to enhance and promote economic 
opportunities for each Illinois Route 66 

community by preserving Illinois Route 66 
Heritage and by sustaining and increasing 

heritage and cultural tourism.  We serve over 90 
communities in Illinois, from Chicago to the Chain 

of Rocks Bridge near Madison, IL. Most have a 
population of only 2,500 or less.

















The Road Continues…

100 years of history. 300 miles 
of stories. Countless reasons to 

explore.

Only on Illinois Route 66.
Come experience the Mother 

Road where the journey begins.
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