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As part of the IDOT Bituminous QC/QA Technical Working Group meeting in April 2003, Visual Strip Rating was discussed.  Some of the district representatives requested a Visual Strip Rating Guide to aid them when evaluating moisture susceptibility.


This CD contains a DRAFT Strip Rating Guide.  Ten files are included on the CD in addition to this introduction.  The Guide begins with the file, “B. Stripping Procedure 11-20-03.doc” which is a copy of the "Stripping of Bituminous Mixtures Visual Identification and Classification" procedure.  The file “C. Sample Strip Rating Form.xls” contains a strip rating worksheet.

In “D. Visual Strip Rating Guide.xls”, the first worksheet tab gives a brief description of the visual strip rating procedure and its value.  The other worksheets each show a picture of a bituminous mix specimen and the rating (1, 2, or 3) that was given to it for either the coarse or fine aggregates in that specimen.


The remaining files contain additional pictures of the split face of bituminous specimens, with each file showing a different rating for coarse and fine stripping.


The intent of this Strip Rating Guide is (1) to be a supplemental tool for evaluating moisture susceptibility and (2) to promote a consistent rating system for evaluating moisture susceptibility.  Remember, that visual strip rating is a subjective procedure!  Primarily, it is a tool to help determine if a given bituminous mixture has a tendency to be susceptible to moisture damage and to try to assign a numerical value to that tendency.  The Visual Strip Rating is intended to be used in addition to Illinois-modified AASHTO T-283 and other tests to determine if an anti-strip additive is required in specific asphalt mixes or to be used to evaluate an existing hot mix asphalt pavement.


Please try to perform Strip Rating Evaluations according to the Guide.  Hopefully, the information will be useful.  However, it is still a DRAFT and can be improved.  Your suggestions for improving this Guide are welcome.


Thank You!

Tom Zehr

IDOT BMPR
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