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State of Illinois 
Department of Transportation 

CONSTRUCTION INSPECTOR’S CHECKLIST 
FOR 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) 
 SIDEWALKS/SHARED USE PATH AND CURB RAMPS 

While its use is not required, this checklist has been prepared to provide the field inspector a 
summary of easy-to-read step-by-step requirements relative to the proper construction of ADA 
pedestrian facilities.  The following questions are based on information found in the Standard 
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, Supplemental Specifications, Highway 
Standards, the Construction Manual (CM),the Bureau of Design Manual, OPS - T - 13: Policy on 
Accessible Pedestrian Signals and Pushbuttons for Traffic Signals and Pedestrian Hybrid 
Beacons,  Public Right - of - Way Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) and current policy 
memorandums and letters. 

1. PREPARATION PRIOR TO START OF CONSTRUCTION 

Have you thoroughly reviewed the Contract Special Provisions, Plans, 
Standard and Supplemental Specifications to see if any modifications have 
been made to the requirements listed herein? ____ 

Have you thoroughly reviewed Construction Memorandum No. 16-86 (link 
below) which provides guidance when field conditions make it impossible to 
construct the facility according to accessibility requirements?  ____ 

http://idot.illinois.gov/Doing-Business/procurements/Construction-
services/contractor-resources/Construction-memorandums.html 

Are you familiar with the field guide “Accessible Public Right-of-Way” (link 
below) which provides further guidance on accessibility ?  For example, refer 
to Section 2.1 for an explanation of a Pedestrian Circulation Path (PCP) 
versus a Pedestrian Access Route (PAR).  ____ 

http://idot.illinois.gov/about-idot/civil-rights/accessibility/ada-and-
accessibility.html 

Note: The Accessible Public Right-of-Way Field Guide (Dated 
January 2016) has not been updated to the 2023 Final PROWAG.  
However, the Access guide is still a useful tool for terminology 
and pictures representing the different scenarios.  This 
inspector’s check list should govern over the access guide.  It is 
also recommended, if possible, to coordinate with the District 
ADA Coordinator before beginning any work. 

Prior to the start of construction, have you checked the plan elevations of the 
sidewalk locations?                                                                                     ____   

Prior to the start of construction, based on plan elevations, have you checked 
to ensure there is enough right-of-way to install the sidewalk and ramps?  ____ 
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Note: If there is not sufficient ROW, contact the District ADA 
Coordinator and the Designer and determine if a redesign is feasible 
within the projects ROW. 

Prior to the start of construction, have you checked for utility conflicts?   ____ 

Have you obtained a digital inclinometer for checking slope?  ____ 

Note:  A surveyor’s transit and metal tape may also be used to check 
slope, but it is more time consuming.  

When using the digital inclinometer, are you performing a calibration check 
on a daily basis?  ____ 

Note:  Dimensional tolerances for constructing sidewalks and curb 
ramps are absolute.  For example, if the sidewalk cross slope is 
2.15% instead of the maximum 2.1%, the sidewalk would have to be 
removed and replaced, or grinding would have to be performed to 
correct the cross slope.  The construction inspector does not have the 
authority to alter ADA requirements.                                                                                               

2. PEDESTRIAN ACCESS DURING CONSTRUCTION 

Has the Contractor submitted a pedestrian traffic control plan when specified 
in the contract?  ____ 

When existing lighting, traffic signals, etc. are removed and the concrete 
pedestal remains, are cones, drums or barricades being used to prevent a 
pedestrian trip hazard?  ____ 

Is a sidewalk/shared use path, corner or crosswalk closure being performed 
according to Highway Standard 701801? ____ 

Note:  For a four corner intersection, a maximum of two corners 
may be temporarily closed, and they shall be on the same side of 
the street. 

For a sidewalk/shared use path, corner or crosswalk closure, is an Alternate 
Pedestrian Access Route (APAR) available for pedestrians to reach all 
properties and transit stops abutting the work zone?  (See D&E Manual 
Section 17 - 4.09) ____ 

For a sidewalk/shred use path, corner or crosswalk closure, has the length of 
closure been discussed with the Contractor?  For example, it would not be 
acceptable to remove sidewalk/share use path and leave it closed for several 
weeks before even starting new construction.  ____ 

If an APAR is using an existing sidewalk, is the width greater than or equal to 
the width of the temporary closed sidewalk?                                        ____ 
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For an APAR, are barricades or channelizing devices (i.e. wall, fence, etc.) 
being used when the pedestrian is exposed to drop-offs, traffic, or other 
hazards?    ____ 

If an APAR is being provided, is the contractor providing signs in advance of 
decision points and including proximity actuated audible signs or non-visual 
means within the public right – of – way conveying the information that 
identifies the APAR? (PROWAG - R303.2) ____  

For an APAR, are the barricades or channelizing devices cane detectable? 
(Top of detectable edging min. 32” (800 mm) above walking surface; bottom 
of detectable edging max. 2” (50 mm) above walking surface.)  ____ 

Note:  Refer to Section 2.2 in the field guide “Accessible Public Right-
of-Way” for additional information. 

If the sidewalk/shared use path has been removed to allow trenching work for 
utilities or other construction work as required, is a temporary sidewalk being 
provided? (See D&E Manual, Sec. 13 - 3.02(d)(6))  ____ 
 
For temporary sidewalk required for four weeks or less, is aggregate or 
other material being constructed to provide a firm, stable, and slip resistant 
surface?  (See D&E Manual, Sec. 55 - 2.01(d)(4)(b) or per Plans) ____ 
 
For temporary sidewalk required for more than four weeks, is a portland 
cement concrete or hot mix asphalt surface being constructed to provide a 
firm, stable, and slip resistant surface?  (See D&E Manual, Sec. 55 -
2.01(d)(4)(b) or per Plans)     ____ 
 

Note: For extended sidewalk/shared use path closures, having an 
alternate route on the same side of the street is preferred to minimize 
the number of street crossings. 

 
Is the temporary sidewalk a minimum of 4 ft (1.22 m) wide? (See D&E 
Manual, Sec. 55 - 2.01(d)(4) (a) or per Plans)    ____ 
  
For temporary sidewalk less than 5 ft (1.52 m) in width, is a 5 ft X 5 ft 
(1.52 m X 1.52 m) passing space being provided a minimum of every 200 ft 
(60 m) or less?  (See D&E Manual, Sec. 55 - 2.01(d)(4)(a) or per Plans)     ____ 
 
If an existing pedestrian circulation path is being utilized, is the PAR width the 
same or greater than the width of the PAR that is being closed?  (See 
PROWAG - R303.4)    ____ 
  
If establishing or maintaining an alternate pedestrian access route is 
technically infeasible due to site conditions or existing physical constraints, is 
an alternate means of access for pedestrians with disabilities being provided? 
(See PROWAG - R204.1)  ____ 
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3. CURB RAMPS/BLENDED TRANSITIONS 

A Curb Ramp is a ramp from the roadway to the sidewalk.  This is different 
from a sidewalk ramp which is a ramp along the sidewalk or a ramp down to 
an entrance.  

Is the curb ramp width a minimum of 4 ft (1.22 m) wide, excluding the ramp 
side curb or ramp side flare? (BDE policy requires 5’ curb ramps unless there 
is a physical constraint) (Highway Standards 424001, 424006, 424011, 
424016, 424021, 424026 and 424031) ____ 

Is the curb ramp a maximum length of 15 ft (4.6 m)? Curb ramps don’t 
necessarily have to be limited to 15’ (4.6 m), the 15’ (4.6 m) rule is an 
exception to PROWAG - R304.2.1 (See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.09(b)(6) or 
per Plans) ____ 

Note:  The maximum curb ramp length is not always indicated on the 
Highway Standard.  Refer to the D&E Manual or Section 2.3.1 in the 
field guide “Accessible Public Right-of-Way” for more information on 
curb ramp lengths and “chasing grade”. 

Is the curb ramp within the crosswalk markings? (See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 -
1.09(b)(1)) ____ 

Note:  The side flairs may be outside the crosswalk.  (See D&E 
Manual, Sec. 58-1.09(b)(1)) 

Are grade breaks perpendicular to the direction of travel? (See D&E Manual, 
Sec. 58 - 1.09(b)(9))  ____ 

Are grade breaks (i.e. between the curb ramp and the adjacent depressed 
curb, side flairs, top of ramp) flush? (See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.09(b)(9)) ____ 

Note:  For the edge of the gutter flag, which is next to the pavement, it 
is recommended this location be flush.  However, a maximum vertical 
discontinuity of 0.25 in. (6 mm) is acceptable to ensure good density 
of the hot mix asphalt. 

Is the curb ramp running slope a maximum 8.3% (1:12) [7.1% (1:14) 
recommended since this will match the depressed curb portion of the 
combination curb and gutter per Highway Standard 606001] in the direction of 
travel (unless the 15’ rule is applied (exception to PROWAG - R304.2.1)?  
(Highway Standards 424001, 424006, 424011, 424016, 424021, and 424026 
and See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.09(b)(6)) ____ 

Is the curb ramp cross slope a maximum 2.1% (1:48) [1.5% (1:64) preferred] 
when measured perpendicular to the direction of travel? (Highway Standards 
424001, 424006, 424011, 424016, 424021, and 424026) ____ 

Is the curb ramp side flair slope a maximum of 10% (1:10) when measured 
parallel to the curb? (Highway Standards 424001, 424006, 424016 and 
424026 and See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.09(b)(7)) ____ 
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Note:  Side flairs are intended to prevent a tripping hazard to 
pedestrians. They are not intended for accessible travel.  Thus, 
utilities such as light poles, traffic poles, hydrants, etc. may be located 
within the side flair.  

Is the counter slope of the gutter flag for the combination curb and gutter a 
maximum of 5%?  (Highway Standard 606001) ____  

Is the ramp landing or turning space (2.1% max running slope, cross slope 
less than or equal to curb ramp cross slope) a minimum of 4 ft X 4 ft 
(1.22 m X 1.22 m)?  (Highway Standards 424001, 424006, 424011, 424016 
and 424026)  ____ 

Is the ramp landing or turning space slope a maximum of 2.1% (1:48) [1.5% 
(1:64) preferred] when measured at any location in any direction?  (Highway 
Standards 424001, 424006, 424011, 424016, 424021, and 424026)  ____ 

Is the clear area (5% max running slope, cross slope complying with 
PROWAG - R302.5) at the bottom of a perpendicular ramp a minimum of 4 ft 
X 4 ft (1.22 m X 1.22 m)?  (Highway Standards 424006 and 424011)   ____ 

Is the clear area at the bottom of the ramp within the street crosswalk 
markings?   (Highway Standards 424006)    ____ 

Are landings provided at the bottom of parallel curb ramps, and when a 
change in direction is required to access a curb ramp? (PROWAG - 
R303.4.2.5 & R304.3.4)  ____   

On shared-use paths, are the curb ramps and landings as wide as the 
shared-use path? (PROWAG - R304.5.1.2)  ____ 

Where a blended transition serving more than one pedestrian circulation path 
has a running slope greater than 2.1%, is a pedestrian access route provided 
so that a pedestrian not crossing the street may bypass the blended 
transition? (PROWAG - R304.4.3)  ____ 

Is the change of grade between the gutter and adjacent curb ramp or blended 
transition 13.3% or less?  (PROWAG - R304.5.2)  ____ 
  

4. SIDEWALKS 

Is the sidewalk a minimum of 4 ft (1.2 m) wide (unobstructed/continuous), 
which excludes the curb width?  (See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.06(1) or per 
Plans) ____ 

For sidewalk less than 5 ft (1.5 m) in width, is a 5 ft X 5 ft (1.5 m X 1.5 m) 
passing space being provided a minimum of every 200 ft (60 m) or less?  
(See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.06(2) or per Plans)   ____ 

For sidewalk located within the right-of-way, is the sidewalk running slope 
equal to or less than the grade of an adjacent street, or less than 5%?  (See 
D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.06(5))  ____ 
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Note:  For sidewalks located outside the right-of-way, the running     
slope shall be less than or equal to 5%.  (See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 -
1.06(5)) 

Is the sidewalk cross slope a maximum 2.1% (1:48) or less [1.0% (1:100) to 
1.5% (1:64) preferred] when measured perpendicular to the direction of 
travel?  (See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.06(6))  ____ 

Is the sidewalk vertical clearance within the PAR free from objects such as 
overhanging tree limbs, business signs, building overhangs, etc. a minimum 
of 80 in. (203 mm)?  (PROWAG - R402.2) ____ 

Note:  For traffic signs, the vertical clearance shall be a minimum 7 ft. 
(2.1 m).  (Highway Standard 720006) 

Is the sidewalk horizontal clearance within the PAR free from obstructions 
such as planters, trash receptacles, newspaper dispensers, bicycle racks, 
sidewalk benches, outdoor dining furniture, vending carts or stands, parking 
meters, fire hydrants, utility poles, utility pedestals, etc.?  (PROWAG - R402)  ____ 

Is the sidewalk horizontal clearance within the PAR free from protruding 
objects (objects with leading edges more than 27” (685 mm) and less than 
80” (2.0 m) above the walking surface shall not protrude horizontally more 
than 4” (100 mm) into pedestrian circulation paths, with the exception of 
handrails, which may protrude 4.5” (115 mm) maximum)?  (PROWAG - 
R402.2)  ____ 

Note: Refer to the D&E Manual (Sec. 58 - 1.06(7)) for information on 
protruding objects within the PCP. 

Are utility covers, vault frames, and gratings located in a portion of the 
sidewalk which is outside the PAR when possible? If not, are the utility lids 
flush with the sidewalk? (See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.06(4))  ____ 

Note:  The purpose for utility covers, vault frames, and gratings to be 
located away from the PAR is to avoid vertical surface discontinuities. 

Are frames and lids ADA compliant and have  a maximum opening of 0.5 in. 
(13 mm)?  (See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.06(4)) ____ 

Note:  Refer to Section 2.1.4.4 in the field guide “Accessible Public 
Right-of-Way” for information on flangeway gaps involving railroad 
tracks.  Flangeway gaps are a hazard because wheelchair casters 
can be entrapped by the large gap. (PROWAG - R302.6.4.2) 

Are elongated openings in gratings placed perpendicular to the dominant 
direction of travel?  (See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.06(4)) ____ 

Do sidewalk ramps (not curb ramps) have a maximum rise of 30” (760 mm)? 
Do sidewalk ramps with a rise greater than 6” have handrails on both sides of 
the ramp run? (PROWAG - R407.5 & R407.8) ____ 
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Do sidewalk ramps have 5’x5’ landings at the top and bottom of each run? 
(PROWAG - R407.6) ____ 

5. CROSSWALKS 

Is the crosswalk curb ramp aligned directly across from the street crossing 
curb ramp on the other side of the road?  ____ 

Note:  Refer to Highway Standard 424026 for an example. 

Is the crosswalk running slope a maximum 5% (1:20) in the direction of 
travel? (The running slope may be the same as the superelevation when 
roadway design requires superelevation greater than 5% at the location of the 
crosswalk) (PROWAG - R304.4.1) ____ 

For crosswalks with a yield sign or stop control (i.e. a stop sign or flashing red 
signal), is the crosswalk cross slope a maximum 2.1% (1:48) when measured 
perpendicular to the direction of travel?  (PROWAG - R302.5.2.1)  ____ 

For crosswalks with traffic signals, or uncontrolled street crossings, is the 
street crossing cross slope a maximum 5% (1:20) when measured 
perpendicular to the direction of travel?  (PROWAG - R302.4.1) ____ 

Note:  For midblock street crossings, the street crossing cross slope 
is permitted to equal the grade of the street.  (PROWAG - R302.5.2.4) 

Is the horizontal clearance within medians and pedestrian refuge islands a 
minimum of 5 ft (1.5 m)?  (Highway Standard 424031 and PROWAG - 
R302.2.1)  ____ 

6. VERTICAL DISCONTINUITY / SLOPE TRANSITION 

Is the vertical discontinuity 0.25 in. (6 mm) or less?  (See D&E Manual, Sec. 
58-1.06 (3)) ____ 

When the vertical discontinuity is between 0.25 in. (6 mm) and 0.5 in. (13 
mm), is the slope beveled with a maximum grade of 50% (1:2)?  (See D&E 
Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.06(3)) ____ 

Note: A vertical discontinuity is not allowed in curb ramps, landings, 
or gutter areas within the PAR.   

Is the slope transition between the curb ramp and the adjacent depressed 
curb according to Highway Standard 606001 for combination curb and 
gutter?  ____ 

7. DETECTABLE WARNINGS 

Has the Contractor provided the Manufacturer’s certification stating the 
product is fully compliant with accessibility standards, five year product 
warranty, and installation instructions per Article 424.09?  ____ 
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Is the detectable warning product colored throughout its entire thickness per 
Article 424.09?  ____ 

Are the detectible warnings being installed at the locations specified in Article 
424.09?  ____ 

Does the color of the detectable warning product contrast visually with the 
adjacent walking surface?  (See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.09(c))  ____ 

Note: Normally red is used on a light color surface and yellow is used 
on a dark color surface and green is not an acceptable color. 

Does the detectable warning surface extend 2 ft. (610 mm) minimum in the 
direction of pedestrian travel and for the full width of the walking surface? 
(See D&E Manual, Sec. 58 - 1.09(c), PROWAG - R305.1.4, Standard 
424001-12) ____ 

Are the detectable warnings being installed at the locations specified in 
Article 424.09?  ____ 

Are the detectable warnings being installed at the curb locations as shown on 
Highway Standards 424001, 424006, 424011, 424016, 424021, 424026, and 
424031?  ____ 

Note:  The installation instructions for a few detectable warning 
Manufacturers will specify a minimum concrete border from the back 
of curb for proper installation of their product. These instructions are 
to be ignored.  The location indicated on the Highway Standard is to 
be followed, and the tolerance from the back of curb should not 
exceed 2 in. (51 mm). 

In the case of Highway Standard 424006, the Standard shows the 
detectable warnings in a straight line.  The detectable warning corner 
on each side of the curb ramp is in contact with the back of curb.  Be 
advised the 2 in. (51 mm) tolerance could be exceeded in the middle.  
This exception is based on the short length of radius for the Standard. 

For Highway Standards 424001, 424011, and 424021, the longer 
length of radius will require the use of radial detectable warnings to 
comply with the 2 in. (51 mm) tolerance. When radial detectable 
warnings are used by the Contractor, cutting of detectable warnings is 
to be avoided if possible.  However, if cutting is permitted by the 
Manufacturer, the detectable warning shall be adequately secured as 
specified by the Manufacturer and gaps between the cut detectable 
warning surfaces will not be accepted and the center-to-center 
spacing measured between domes adjacent to cut edges cannot 
exceed twice the normal spacing between domes not adjacent to cut 
edges.  A minimum of three anchor points is recommended. 
(PROWAG - R305.2) 

Are the detectable warnings being installed at the edge of shoulder or edge of 
roadway when there is no back of curb?  ____ 
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Are detectable warning surfaces at pedestrian refuge islands separated by a 
24” (600 mm) minimum length of surface in the direction of travel without 
detectable warning surfaces?  If not, detectable warning surfaces shall be 
omitted.  (PROWAG - R305.2.4) ____  

Are detectable warning surfaces omitted at entrances without traffic control 
devices? ____ 

8. Pedestrian Pushbuttons 

Is there a clear space (2.1% max slope in all directions or consistent with 
PROWAG - R302.4) that is firm, stable  and slip resistant with a minimum 
size of 2.5 ft. x 4.0 ft. (760 mm x 1.2 m) at the pushbutton location? ____ 

Are the reach limits for the pushbuttons between 4 ft. (1.2 m) max. and 15 in. 
(380 mm) min.?  Forward reach over an obstruction is not permitted. 
(PROWAG - R406.2)  ____ 

Are the pushbuttons located between 1.5 ft. (460 mm) and 10 ft. (3.0 m) back 
from edge of curb, shoulder, or pavement? (PROWAG - R307.4) ____ 

Note: Based on geometry of corner designs, the push button may be 
located further than 6 ft. (1.8 mm) from back of curb but less than 10 
ft. (3.0 m) to obtain the clear space with the required slopes. 

Are pushbuttons mounted no lower than 2.5 ft. (760 mm) and no higher than 
3.5 ft. (1.1 m) above the pathway elevation? ____ 

Note:  Pushbuttons are typically mounted at a height of 3.0 ft. (914 
mm) above accessible pathway. 

Is the pushbutton face parallel to the crosswalk it controls? ____ 

Is the pushbutton located within 5 ft. (1.5 m) of the curb ramp run or edge of 
crosswalk line that is furthest from the intersection for the crosswalk that the 
accessible pedestrian signal (APS) pushbutton controls? ____ 

Is the pushbutton within 10 in. (250 mm) and directly adjacent to the clear 
space at edge of sidewalk? (PROWAG - R403.1) ____ 

If two pushbuttons are provided on the same corner, are they separated by at 
least 10 ft. (3.0 m)? ____ 

 

Note:  If physical constraints make it impractical to provide 10 ft. (3.0 
m) separation, they may be placed closer together or on same pole.  
When placed less than 10 ft. (3.0 m) each pushbutton needs to be 
equipped with a locator tone, tactical arrow, a speech walk message 
or a speech pushbutton information message.   
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