


 

I-55 Lorenzo Road + IL 129 
Public Hearing 

Summary 
 

 
A Public Hearing for I-55 at Lorenzo Road and at IL 129 was held on Thursday, August 15, 2024. The 
event was held at the William E. Dugan Training Center – Local 150 in Wilmington, IL. From 3:00 – 
6:00 PM. (See Attachment A for photographs of the event.) The Hearing was advertised twice in the 
Sun Times and the Joliet Herald on July 30th and August 8th (Attachment B), through an eblast 
(Attachment C) sent to the stakeholder list, and a mailed postcard (Attachment D). Outreach took 
place to third party organizations with a request to post Hearing information and to share on their 
social sites (Attachment E). A press release was distributed on August 13th (Attachment F). 
 
A virtual event took place at I55LorenzoIL129outreach.org through September 16th that included all 
materials from the in-person event. Just over half, 55%, of the visitors came directly to the site, 
while 42% joined from a link on the IDOT website. Visitors to the virtual event on average spent 5 
minutes and 15 seconds viewing materials with the most time spent on the presentation and 
displays.  
 
The on-line event had 403 visitors of those 25 people signed in. The in-person event was well 
attended with 124 people signing in at registration for a total of 527 participants (Attachment G) 
throughout the Hearing. Additionally, three reporters attended the event representing The Free 
Press, WJOL, and Farmers Weekly Review. 
 
Officials in attendance included: 
Office of State Senator Rachel Ventura 
Office of State Representative Jason Bunting 
Office of State Representative Larry Walsh Jr. 
City of Wilmington Mayor Ben Dietz 
City of Wilmington Alderman Thomas Smith 
City of Braidwood Mayor Chris Earley 
 
Attendees included representatives from City of Wilmington, City of Braidwood, Will County DOT, 
Grundy County, Reed Township, Wesley Township, Wilmington Township, Wilmington Fire, 
Wilmington Police, Channahon Fire, Liuna Local 75, Teamsters 179, Ironworkers Local 444, Joliet 
Junior College, Openlands, Deer Ridge Park HOA, Shadow Lakes II Association, Braidwood Area 
Historical Society, Midewin Alliance, BNSF, Tameling RV Park, Prairie Creek Grain, T&R Mini Storage, 
D Construction, Triumph DB, Elion 55, Wight & Company, Benesch, C.O.W. 
 
After signing in, participants were given a newsletter (Attachment H) and a FAQ sheet (Attachment I) 
and directed to an auditorium with a ten-minute presentation on a continuous loop that provided 
an overview of the project and details on the preferred alternative (Attachment J). After watching the 
video, participants entered the exhibit room where they could review a series of displays that 



 

provided overall project information (Attachment K).  This included four stations with rollout maps, 
two with maps of the entire corridor, one for the Lorenzo Road interchange and one for the IL 129 
interchange (Attachment L). Several tables were set up to allow participants the opportunity to sit 
and complete a comment form (Attachment M).  IDOT and consultant staff were present to answer 
questions.  

A court reporter was present at the Hearing and accepted verbal comments from five participants 
(Attachment N). Sixteen comment forms were submitted at the meeting and an additional Sixteen 
comments were submitted through the virtual event (Attachment O). A total of 37 comments were 
received during the Public Hearing comment period. 
 
Comments included: 

• Need for improved signage 
• Maintenance needed for grass and trees at both interchanges 
• Support for project 
• SE Frontage Road dips in road over pipeline near Murphy Road 
• Reduce truck traffic cutting through Braidwood and Wilmington  
• Improvements are allowing expansion of trucking business – bad for communities 
• Change the proposed roundabout to a “normal corner” 
• Opposed to improvements unless private industry pays for upkeep and maintenance 
• Concerns regarding safety during construction 
• Consider low impact lighting 
• Remove IL 102 and IL 53 as truck routes 
• Concerns regarding local traffic during construction 
• Changes will devalue homes 
• Drainage is a problem since building of intermodal facilities 
• Shoulders need to be added to Frontage Road 
• Concerns about runoff and contamination to the river and private wells 
• Noise is an issue, desire for sound walls 
• Concerns regarding environmental impacts 

 
The event received follow-up media coverage from the Free Press and Farmers Weekly Review 
(Attachment P). 
  



 

 

INDEX OF ATTACHEMENTS 

 

Attachment A – Photographs  

Attachment B –Advertisements 

Attachment C – Eblast 

Attachment D – Postcard 

Attachment E – Third Party Advertisements 

Attachment F – Press Release 

Attachment G – Sign-in Sheets 

Attachment H – Newsletter 

Attachment I – FAQ Sheet 

Attachment J – Presentation 

Attachment K – Displays 

Attachment L – Map 

Attachment M – Comment Form 

Attachment N – Court Reporter Transcript 

Attachment O – Comments 

Attachment P – Media Coverage  



 

 
 

ATTACHMENT A 
Photographs 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
ATTACHMENT B 
Advertisements 

  











 

 
 

ATTACHMENT C 
Eblast 

  





 

 
 

ATTACHMENT D 
Postcard 

 
 

  





I 5 5 L O R E N Z O I L 1 2 9 O U T R E A C H . O R G

The Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) cordially invites 
you to attend an open house public hearing concerning the preliminary 
engineering and environmental studies (Phase I) for the improvement 
of I-55 at Lorenzo Road and at IL 129 in Will County. The proposed 
improvement consists of reconstruction of the I-55 at Lorenzo Road and 
I-55 at IL 129 interchanges. The purpose of the hearing are as follows:

Public Hearing Scheduled for I-55  
Interchanges at Lorenzo Road and at IL 129

This hearing will be accessible to people with disabilities. Anyone 
needing special assistance including Spanish interpretation should 
contact Anna Kutryn at (847) 705-4569. Persons planning to attend who 
will need a sign language interpreter or other similar accommodations 
should notify the Department’s TTY/TTD (866) 273-3681 at least five (5) 
days prior to the meeting.

Describe the project 
development process

Present the proposed 
improvements

 

Present road closure of 
West Frontage Road from 
Lorenzo Road to 0.75 miles 
north of Kavanaugh Road

Obtain public input

Interested persons may attend anytime between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
Exhibits will be on display and an audio-visual presentation will 
be shown continuously during the hearing. Project team members 
will be present to discuss the project and answer questions. A 
court reporter will be available for those wishing to make a verbal 
statement at the hearing. Written comments can also be submitted 
at the hearing or after via email or mail. Comments received by 
September 16, 2024, will become part of the official public hearing 
record.

See below for ways to submit your feedback:

Send your thoughts by mail to:

Illinois Department of Transportation 
Bureau of Programming 
Attention: Anna Kutryn, P.E. 
201 West Center Court 
Schaumburg, IL 60196

Submit your comment  
on the website at: 
i55lorenzoil129outreach.org 

Email your comment to: 
lorenzoil129study@gmail.com

P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  A U G U S T  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4
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I-55 at Lorenzo Road and at IL129

Public Hearing 3rd Party Advertising 

Social Media Posts 

City of Wilmington 

Facebook- August 6, 2024 

IRTBA 

Friday Facts 8/9/2024 



 
 

Will County Board 

Facebook- August 6, 2024 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will County Center for Economic Development 

 Facebook- August 7, 2024    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Workforce Investment Board of Will County 

LinkedIn – 8/6/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WJOL 

8/7/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

News Coverage 

WJOL  

 

https://www.wjol.com/public-hearing-scheduled-for-i-55-interchanges-at-lorenzo-road-and-at-il-
129/ 

The Illinois Department of Transportation invites you to attend an open house public hearing 
concerning the I-55 interchanges at Lorenzo Road and at IL 129. The purpose of the hearing is to 
present the proposed improvements and to obtain public input. 

The hearing will be held on Thursday August, 15, 2024 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the William E. 
Dugan Train Center Local 150 at 198000 W. South Arsenal Road in Wilmington. For more 
information click here. 

 

The Free Press 

 

http://freepressnewspapers.com/content/big-plans-improve-i-55-interchanges 

It’s been almost 13 years since the Route 129 exit (238) off Interstate 55 was razed, creating an 
inconvenience for travelers wanting to reach Wilmington and Braidwood. 
But the plan to rebuild the interchange and for revamping the Lorenze Road (exit 240) brings 
renewed hope for commercial growth and will be made public on Thursday, Aug. 15, from 3 to 6 
p.m. during an open house. 
The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) will host the public hearing concerning the 
preliminary engineering and environmental study (Phase I) for the I-55 improvements for both 
locations. 
At the meeting, the public can watch a video about the project, explore exhibits including the 
proposed improvements, leave comments, and make statements to a court reporter. 
The meeting materials will also be available on the project. 
Written comments may be emailed to LorenzoIL129Study@gmail.com. Comments received by 
Sept. 16 will become part of the official public outreach record. 
IDOT projects have three distinct phases. Phase I (or the project Study) consisting of developing the 
project scope, environmental studies, and preliminary design of a project. 
Phase II (Design) consists of refining the design to develop contract plans and land acquisition. 
Phase III (Construction) consists of the actual construction of the project. 
The open house will be held at the William E. Dugan Training Center – Local 150, 19800 West South 
Arsenal Road, Wilmington. 





A court reporter will be available at the hearing for anyone who wants to make a verbal statement. 
Comments can be submitted at the hearing or emailed to LorenzoIL129study@gmail.com. 

Comments also can be mailed to the Illinois Department of Transportation, Bureau of 
Programming, Attn: Anna Kutryn, P.E., 201 W. Center Court, Schaumburg, IL, 60196-1096 

All comments received by Sept. 16 will become part of the official public hearing record. 
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Comment Form

Affix tape here

place

stamp

here

Illinois Department of Transportation

201 Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

Attn: Valentina De Fex, P.E.
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Public Hearing Comments

# Comment

40

The proposed round about at the River Road interchange needs to be a normal corner with a stoplight. This will be an issue for trucks that disregard any 

signage and assume this is a diamond interchange

41

I personally welcome the added infrasturcture to I-55 (from Chicago to Dwight, IL) as it will bring prevailing wage jobs to hard-working families in Will & 

Grundy Counties. I'm thankful to Gov. Pritzker's "Rebuild Illinois" capital plan. I wish to see a stronger committment from our new neighboring landowners 

(warehouse, railroads) to the Ger. Revenue fund & road funds). Tax income prvoides stimuli, but the massive profits made should be (mandated or enacted 

as a law) excessively delved-into; set aside, then dispersed back to local roads and/or twp./road districts. If no public-priviate-parternship exists, I fear 

"overuse" and underfunded upkeep at the new interchange. Until the new intermodal kick-in their "fair share" I stand in opposition, respectfully.

42

We live near the proposed construction area. In the prior constructions (2019-2022), we heard the sickening, deadly crashes any number of times, as 

vehicles coming NB on 55 rounded that curve at 129 and were confronted with slowed traffic. People died. So my concern is how to keep drivers alert and 

aware during the construction period. I understand and can see the long-term safety improvements; however, I'm worried about people's lives during 

construction. today I spoke some with Anna and Eric and Rich Ray, so they can explain a little better. But I'd love it if an IDOT planner would call me to see 

how we can get tired drivers to pay attention as they round that curve. Thank you. 

43

Thank you for taking time to share the vision of your project idea. Please keep doing it locally. Remember the peripheral impact on expansion. IDOT owns 

two state highways and should consider the traffic that will utilize both during highway closures. Consider removing IL 102 and IL 53 as truck routes or adding 

truck routes for detours. We enjoy our country type life without the bright lights of the city. Please consider low impact highway lighting during design and 

procurement.

44

By making these improvements & allowing expansion of the trucking business you wil force residents out of the area with increased truck traffic through our 

town. It brings no benefits to Braidwood. Big business continues to crush the American dream. I am sure your CEO's wouldnt allow this in there 

neighborhood.

45

A very through study; from the perspective of residents living in Braidwood 29 years and now currently in Wilmington almost 5 years, this is a positive future 

movement for our area. We lost the I-129 exit years ago and have missed it. I-55 is often backed up in this area with traffic. The nickname has become like 

driving in Chicago because of the increased congestion. we look forward to these improvements!
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46

A friend told us thankfully. We live across from proposed stop light of 129 ramp but didn’t get our postcard until 2 days before presentation. This week's 

newspaper (Wilmington Advocate) had infomration. Just received Wednesday (yesterday) *This will de-value our home! You will hopefully consider our 

place. 1. Drainage has gotten bad since intermodal facilities were built. Hopefully drainage plan for highway will improve the situation. 2. Shoulders need to 

be wider for vehicles that often break down on frontage road and highways.Please, consider paved shoulders as aggregate along frontage road gives way to 

weeds and overgrowth, thus eliminating shoulders. 3.  We are expected to just deal with the noise because there are so few of us living there? The noise is 

bad enough now. 

47

I own the property at 31715 SE Frontage Rd. Wilmington. It is a self storage facility (T&R Mini Storage Inc.) When we orginally bought the property it was 

becase of the location. 1st the state removed the Rt 129 overpass from I-55 which had an impact on my property & now a cul-de-sac. 1. When semis make a 

wrong turn onto the frontage Rd & realize they are lost how will they make a turn or will they have to backout. Worse yet will they turn into my driveway or 

residential driveways & destroy them. Orginally at the last meeting the State reps from IDOT assured me that I would have direct access to Rt. 129 from in 

front of my property. I come down from the north & now even the Rt. 129 exit ramp is not where they said. In all for change but not devalueing my property. 

I will have a negative impact on my property value. 

48

Ridgeport needs much better signage of where to turn into warehouses. Many, many, trucks have passed the entrance and then try to turn around in parking 

lots only to jack knife. Needs flashing sign-TURN HERE!!

49

Lorenzo Rd & 129 Interchange are 2 of the worst maintained intersections  in the state. Weeds, bushes, trees 150 million for the 2 but who is going to keep 

these 2 intersections maintained. Also signage is piss poor on Lorenzo Raod for trucks trying to find where to go- What warehouse is where. Many try turning 

around on Lorenzo and end up terrible traffic messes on a narrow road. Looks like the new I29 is to confusing to me. 

50 I support this project and think its great for the area and safety.

51

SE Frontage Road- Multiple dips in the road which is a safety/maintenance issue. One over gas pipeline near Murphy Road. 4-5 further north by Lorenzo Rd. 

all in SB direction.

52

Please try to keep truck traffic from coming through Braidwood & Wilmington. The amount of trucks on 113 & 129 is heavy already. Many heading south 

down 102 & 113 to Kankakee area at high speeds. 

53 Put up signs for dead end or truck restrictions semis keep going down this road w/no room to turn around.

54 I 100% endorese this project
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55

I hope they do a better study than what you have now. During the last construction on I-55 North of the Kankakee River there were many accidents and 

deaths. When there is an accident on I-55 in that area people get off at Kennedy Rd. and Coal City Rd. They take Kennedy Rd, Coal City Rd, and Strip Mine Rd, 

to IL 53. This much traffic creaetes a nightmare of traffic in Wilmington. Il 53 is a 2 Lane Rd with 3 stoplights. Traffic does not move. People are endangered 

because fire and police personal cannot get through town. Improvements are good but your video says safety is your business. In this case I hope it is. 

56

And what I was just talking to the project manager about was the last construction on 55 that was north of the river, if there's an accident of any type, it 

shuts down 55, it closes down, the traffic would flow onto Strip Mine Road or Coal City Road to Illinois Route 53 and that runs to Wilmington and there's only 

one direction of each lane north and south. So this project, any accidents, you can't get through Wilmington, the fire department, police department, 

ambulances, traffic is so tied up that it’s a danger to public. So he just told me that there's going to be two lanes during construction but if you look last time, 

last construction, which was four deaths because the truck trailer rear ended a car and I think killed five. So with this construction, I'm worried about what's 

going to happen to the traffic in Wilmington because it was overloaded last time they were doing construction and that was only for a couple of years. Now 

this one is going to be, I think the board said, four, five years, so Wilmington is going to be overloaded with traffic any time there's an accident so he said 

they should be able to solve that but until it happens, and they don't know they have never been down here when there's been an accident. I'm just trying to 

bring it to their attention that they have to come up with a different plan when there's an accident because you actually shut down Wilmington from traffic. I 

don't know how many people drive down 55 but when that happened, there’s an accident, it sends them all through Wilmington being two lane and there's 

three stoplights and it's like a parking lot. He says they might be able to keep two lanes open but I just came home today on 55 and that was shut down, 80 

was shut down over 55 so if it happens in Wilmington, a big accident, you are going to have traffic  backed up in all directions not just on 55 but on the side 

roads. I'm hoping that they do a study plan to figure out if there's an emergency like that what they are going to do with traffic. 

57

My biggest concern as a resident in Wilmington with the proposal of Interstate 55 is anything that is affected on Interstate 55, whether it be a traffic 

accident, road construction, whatever, Wilmington is the town that is impacted mostly by traffic because people divert through Wilmington to get to their 

points of destination. As a resident, I work in a neighboring town which only takes me 10 to 15 minutes to get to work. My concern with the impact on 55 is 

sometimes it has taken me two and a half hours to get home. Traffic is a huge concern for our emergency response, fire safety, whatever. Residents who live 

there just getting to a grocery store could take two hours if we are wanting to be in town where it should only take five minutes to go there and back. If the 

traffic issue could be addressed, I think that would ease the minds of a lot of residents. 
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58

So my property is at the very end of Southeast Frontage Road and they will be putting a cul-de-sac in there. The last meeting that they had how many years 

ago the folks from IDOT assured me that I was going to have direct access to 129 whether a stoplight or stop sign. Well, now that whole thing has changed to 

a cul-de-sac and the configuration is going to impact my business for accessibility and the property value 9is going to go down and my income I'm sure is 

going to go down because with not having the access like they originally promised. So I'm not pleased and there's no smile on my face. 

59

I think you need to take into consideration making it a four-lane road to Gradner Road, all the way at least to that because you are going to have all this extra 

semi traffic coming down here. It makes more sense to make it four lane now. Plan forward not chasing it is what I'm trying to get at. It's just aggravating that 

they do this. They are notorious for doing it here. That's what I'm saying is it would be nice if they would plan it ahead. I don't have a problem with the design 

of what they want to do. I just wish that they would think foward a little bit farther and realize the situation that's coming down here with all the expansion 

and all these semis. We just had another accident today. 

60

So my comment about the study, I would like to see the 113 exit addressed. The 129 exit is not the problem, it's not going to be alleviated by a project at 

129. The problem is at 113 where all the trucks are getting off the highway for services. There are two truck stops there now and a third is to be built so 

that's where the trucks are getting off the highway. That's where the project should have been. All three interchanges were studied and for some reason 

they chose the 129 interchange for a large-scale project. That large-scale project basically benefits one business that isout there, it does not benefit the 

residents. The resdients would be benefited by a project at 113. Also, I would like to comment on the lack of noise control. THe kind of traffic that they are 

proposing shold have noise control barriers. There should also be some attentiont o light pollution. As the highway is right now, they have changed out all of 

the fixtures and they are now lower and brighter than they used to be and that is noise pollution for those of us who live near it. Those two factors should be 

considered during htis project and the project should not even be considered without considering the residents who live in this area. That's all. 

61

I appreciate IDOT requesting input from Wilmington residents. It is critical that no additional trucking be directed into the City of Wilmington residential and 

downtown districts. Additional routes for trucking must be designed and constructed to reduce and eliminate the trucks on IL 102 and IL 53 through the city.

62

On page 21 it talks about possible roundabout interchanges.  Really? Did the person who thought this up think a SEMI in a roundabout would be a good 

idea?  Someone got paid way too much to make what you say is an unsafe interchange even more unsafe.
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63

First, please add me to the email distribution lists for this project.  The email below on the upcoming public hearing was forwarded to me from my supervisor 

Krystle McClain.  To my recollection, the last time the agencies discussed this project was in a NEPA/404 merger meeting in September 2022; at that time, 

the resource agencies raised concerns and had questions regarding resource impacts.What has changed on this project since the last time it was presented 

at a merger meeting?  Should this project be added to the merger meeting since there is a public meeting scheduled?Also, what is the schedule at this point 

for release of an EA?

64 Does the interchange project affect the houses located on the corner of Murphy and Kavanaugh road?

65 I will not be able to make this in person. Will there be a Zoom available? If not, what about a recording afterwards?

66 I am a property owner in the area and would like to be added to the mailing list for the I-55 Lorenzo project study.   

67

As part of this project, can we also address expanding the shoulder on I-55 in Will County to interstate highway standards?  Currently, I-55 through Will 

County carries heavy truck traffic and some of the shoulders, particularly at the median, are not up to interstate highway standards; as a result, people have 

been catastrophically injured or killed, including at least one Illinois State Trooper.  This area contains one of, if not the, largest interstate highway curves in 

the Chicago area, making it particularly hazardous not to have a complete shoulder as visibility is reduced.  

68 We were not able to attend the Aug 15 meeting.  Are the plans & exhibits on display somewhere for us to see before Sept 15?

69

Hello.  I know you probably won't read this comment about the building up of the land on the west side of 55 in Wilmington, but I thought I would try 
anyway.  I have lived in Wilmington over 50 years, and what I loved about it was that it was country.  Twenty years ago still when I would awake at 3 
am in the morning, I could hear coyote, foxes, owls and other other wildlife.  Now I hear traffic.  All night long.  I live in the city limits next to the high 
school.  Why does man call what they do to the earth progress?  I know the Natives wouldn't call it that.    Uplifting the earth, cutting down trees, 
killing the wildlife, implanting pipes, covering it with concrete, lights shining all night long, giant warehouses holding more stuff imported from China 
that us Americans do not need that will end up in land fills,  more garbage blowing across our earth, congestion, anger, pollution, and heat.  Progress, 
or the the progression of destruction?  But carry on, as it appears the dollar is the god of most of mankind.  
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70

Found out about meeting a week or maybe two weeks prior from friend with Facebook (which I don't use). Post card that came to house for me as an 

affected homeowner arrived only 2 days before the meeting. It was in the local paper only 1 day before the meeting. Consider notifying sooner, especially to 

those of us directly affected by the project.I am concerned about storm drainage after all the roads are in place and there is less land to absorb the rain.  

Where will the run-off go?  The ditch of the SE Frontage Rd that is south of Widows Rd already fills quickly now with rainwater.  The map for the project 

shows new elevated heights that will lead to faster rainwater runoff.I am also concerned about lowered property value because of the access routes being in 

front of my house.I know that there are no sound barriers in the project, but all of the engine breaking from the on- and off-ramps will occur at all 

hours...including all night long.  Think of how you might feel if it was your house.  My wife is asking that trees on berms be incorporated into the plan for 

sound mitigation if retaining sound barrier walls are out. Signage needs to be large and very clearly marked that the area near our home will be a dead end. 

That will be a big learning curve for drivers because the frontage road in front of our home had become a main road for traffic since the 129 overpass was 

shut down years ago. It became dangerous to be able to get our mail at times. Speaking of which, will the post office be relocating mail boxes for the houses 

at our end of the frontage road for the safety of the mail carriers and homeowners in this new design?

71

My name is Terry McEvilly and I have property off of Lorenzo Road.  I feel it is imperative to add a lane to I-55 between Lorenzo and 129 and beyond if 

possible, The intermodal yard that will use these lanes will add from 5,000 to 10,000 trucks a day to this stretch of road that already sees a great deal of 

traffic. Much of this current traffic comes from trucks heading south from the intermodals off Arsenal road just to the north. That is considered the largest 

inland port in the nation with plans for a massive expansion.The current plans address the safety aspect of the additional truck traffic entering and exiting 

the highway but doesn't address the increasing traffic once they are on I-55. Even though the Des Plains River bridge is only 2 lanes that will likely change 

before 2050 and I-55 is 3 lanes just north of that bridge. Increasing to 3 lanes is just as important to safety as addressing those interchanges. At the very least 

procure the necessary land that would allow for an additional lane even if it were to be built at a later date. Providing more efficient access to the highway, 

knowing what the new intermodals will bring only addresses half of the traffic problem, and likely adds to a dangerous traffic bottle neck. As residence in the 

area we have to live with your decision.  I ask you to address the entire traffic impact by making it 3 lanes between Lorenzo and 129.

72

While implementing this project, please include replacing Rt 129 all the way from I-55 to where Rt129 meets up with Rt113 in Braidwood.  That stretch of Rt 

129 needs badly to be repaved.   Also, please put in FLOCK cameras on Rt 129 facing both North and South as cars get in and off of I-55.   We need to be able 

to catch any criminals that may be coming on and off the interstate. 
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73

I am a homeowner residing on Readman Lane along with my family. I would like to express some concerns and observations of IDOT’S proposed 

improvements to I55 and Lorenzo Road interchanges. Existing Conditions: Every day I commute back and forth from my home at peak rush hour times. When 

exiting I55 I am almost always the first car at the stop sign. Traffic congestion is always minimal. I execute a left turn and drive to the dead end of Lorenzo 

Road. An occasional car will turn right Southbound on Frontage Road. Left Northbound, the Frontage Road leads to Readman Lane both are dead ends. There 

is nothing safer than a dead-end street that you can only turn right or left. All northbound traffic exiting from I55 has its own separate exit from residential 

traffic. Can’t get any safer than that. New IDOT Proposal: Will have North bound residential and semi-truck traffic entering a roundabout, causing cars and 

semi-trucks to compete for their choice of exit. Every day in America semi-trucks roll over on sharp turns and short ramps causing thousands of dollars’ 

worth of damages and injuring people. This roundabout will be pushed all the way to the bank of the Kankakee River on top of the residential homes on 

Readman Lane. Obviously causing an increase in accidents and endangering residents on Readman Lane. The previous IDOT proposal simply showed the 

South bound Frontage Road being relocated behind the BP gas station, with no roundabout, taking minimal land and staying as far as possible from the 

homes and the Kankakee River on Readman Lane. The new Frontage Road proposal ROW comes all the way down to Readman Lane, a private drive, taking 

part of my yard, my neighbors’ yards and a major part of the Readman farm. No compensation mentioned for the diminished property values for the homes 

along Readman Lane from the loss land. Environmental Impacts: Flooding and runoff from the roundabout and the proposed Frontage Road will contaminate 

my well and my neighbors’ wells along with the Kankakee River. The noise from the current interchange is at the point where it is barely tolerable. Making all 

semi-trucks exit into a roundabout on top of the Readman Lane homes along with Frontage Road will increase the noise level to an unbearable point around 

the clock. A sound wall along the Frontage Road and roundabout would help control the noise, stop the runoff and the pollution trenching the homes and the 

Kankakee River.  In addition, it would help protect the residents from semis rolling down the Kankakee Riverbank onto the properties, cars, boats and homes 

of those that live on Readman Lane.Potential Threatened and Endangered Species:The Kankakee River has been declared a National Waterway. At this 

location, the water is crystal clear and shallow. Every day the American Bald Eagles and Osprey fish these waters. It is a prime fishing and recreational area 

adjacent to the Des Plaines State Fish & Wildlife Area and Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie. The runoff, the noise and the lighting will most definitely have 

an adverse effect on the American Bald Eagles, the Osprey’s, Cranes and hundreds of various migrating bird species and fish. In Closing:Eliminate the 

roundabout, pull the Frontage Road back to the gas station and erect a sound wall and everyone is happy.  Or raise and add a third lane to the Kankakee 

River bridge and make all entrance and exit lanes longer. A new raised bridge would help eliminate flooding of the town of Wilmington if the ice jams could 

pass freely under the bridge. This past winter when the ice jam broke the ice piled up and threatened to go over the Kankakee River bridge and close I55. The 

ice and water backed up causing major flooding and damage to the Wilmington area and downstream homes.Please find a way with less impact to our 

homes and environment. 
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74

Thank you for making the study materials available online and for this comment opportunity. The main concern I want to raise is how these planned 

improvements will impact the larger area. Many roads near this project (Peotone-Wilmington, 53, River Road, etc.) already see a high volume of semi traffic 

and are overburdened by pollution. How will these two projects impact existing traffic problems in the area and what are the plans to deal with any 

problems? This stretch of I-55 is a frequent spot for crashes as documented in the presentation and it makes me nervous to think of even more semi traffic 

on these roads. I am also concerned about impacts to wetlands and potential run off from the new roads to the Kankakee River.

75

Openlands appreciates the ability to provide comments on the IDOT Interstate-55 improvements at Lorenzo Rd and IL 129 in Will County.  Openlands is not 

opposed to the project and agrees that this project is appropriate for addressing public safety.  However, the project will have significant effects on the 

surrounding land use, communities, and environment.  These significant effects should be assessed through an EA or EIS.  The FHWA’s determination that 

this project meets the criteria to be Categorically Excluded under NEPA is unsupported. Will County has seen an exceptional growth in freight traffic in the 

last several years.  Truck traffic increases, as expected, with the development of new roads, warehouses, and intermodals.  Improvements like the I-55 

interchange have a direct, indirect, and cumulative effect of increasing truck traffic in the area and therefore a significant impact to the surrounding areas.  

At the public meeting held on August 15, 2024, IDOT claimed that their improvements are not correlated with the increase in traffic.  However, no data was 

presented to the public to support this claim.  The project area provided to the public was limited to the adjacent lands needed to complete the 

construction.  The project area did not include the areas that would be impacted by the project.FHWA Procedures under 23 CFR 771.117, require that for a 

project to be Categorically Excluded under NEPA that project must meet both the definition contained under 40 CFR 1508.4 and not induce significant 

impacts to land use. . . or not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts.There has been no data presented to 

the public to show that this project satisfies the requirements of a Categorical Exclusion.  It is reasonably foreseeable that by improving truck access to the 

interstate the project will induce greater truck use of the surrounding roadways, especially if the cumulative impacts of roadway enhancements are 

considered.  IDOT needs to expand their project area to include those facilities that will need to use local roads to access the new interchange.  This project 

will have foreseeable and likely impacts to land use, communities, and the environment.  Therefore, the FHWA should require IDOT to conduct an EA or EIS 

and properly minimize those impacts. 
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76

On August,15th I attended the public hearing and had several questions and concerns. Number 1 Being that the roundabout and the Frontage Road has been 

pushed all the way to the Kankakee river bank and my home on Readman Lane, how does IDOT plan on controlling runoff, fuel and oil from contaminating 

my well and the Kankakee river? The only answer I received was the runoff ends I up in the river anyways and oh, you’re on a well? Is IDOT going to be 

responsible for polluting the groundwater that my family drinks? Number2 I have researched and have not been able to find any studies that truck traffic 

exiting a major interstate into a roundabout with residential traffic is safer than a separate exit from a Frontage road. Please disclose the study that was 

conducted by IDOT backing up your claims. Transparency is important. Number 3 When I asked about a sound wall I was told it is not feasible or reasonable. 

The noise level now from the semi trucks sounds like thunder and the semi trucks are constantly engine breaking. The roar of the traffic at peak times is 

unbearable. The improvements to the interchange pushes traffic up over the top of the homes on Readman Lane, along with additional sky ramps and truck 

and car headlights flashing on the homes. All up and down I55 there are sound walls constructed where only the interstate passes by. For example, at the 

new casino there is a sound wall on the West side of the interstate and not a home in sight. At 355 and I55 there is a sound wall on the North side and that 

interchange is half the size with no sky ramps. I’m sure that these sound walls were asked for and negotiated by the local townships before construction. 

Please disclose your study that deems the sound wall is not feasible or reasonable. 
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I-55 project a game changer for growth, jobs 
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At one time, anything south of Route 59 on Interstate 55 was considered the “wild blue yonder,” with 
little on the horizon except corn and soybean fields. 
Ready or not, that will soon change forever. The Illinois Dept. of Transportation (IDOT) has 
masterminded a project that will open the west side of Wilmington to commerce and industry, and 
ultimately, growth. 

 



IDOT Eyes Reconfiguration of Lorenzo and Ill 129/I-55 Interchange – Farmers Weekly Review (fwrnews.com) 

Farmers Weekly Review 

IDOT Eyes Reconfiguration of Lorenzo and Ill 129/I-55 Interchange 

 
IDOT officials unveiled their plans to reconstruct the Illinois 129/Interstate 55 interchange. Residents who saw 
the plan said they were glad it was finally going to happen. (Photo by Stephanie Irvine) 

By Stephanie Irvine 

The Lorenzo Road and Illinois 129 interchanges on Interstate 55 are scheduled to get much-needed facelifts if 
the Illinois Department of Transportation’s proposed $149.5 million plans come to fruition. 

 IDOT is currently in the midst of the first of three phases of the project, and it is scheduled to conclude with 
construction by 2030. Prior to the August 15 public hearing, the last public meeting for the project was held in 
2020. 

 The proposed improvements include adding auxiliary lanes, reconfiguring the aforementioned interchanges, 
and improving drainage. A section of West Frontage Road at Lorenzo Road north of Kavanaugh Road will be 
permanently closed as part of the plan. 

 Phase I of the project is scheduled to conclude this year. Phase II, which includes final design and land 
acquisition, is projected to take approximately 24-36 months. 

 Proposed improvements would displace one business and one home. The environmental impact includes 16 
acres of wetlands, four acres of hazard flood zone, and just over six acres of prairies. Sixty-three acres of 
agricultural land would also be affected. 

“The proposed improvements along Interstate 55 have been a long time coming and will help alleviate some of 
the long-standing issues,” said Wilmington Mayor Ben Dietz after the open house. 

“For our residents, restoring access to IL-129 and rebuilding Lorenzo will give residents three opportunities to 
access Wilmington from I-55. The two new interchanges will be built to modern safety standards and have been 
engineered well beyond today’s traffic needs. 

“Most of us can remember how bad the Arsenal Road interchange used to be on 55 by Mobil compared to 
today’s improved traffic flow.” 

Dietz said he was excited about the long-term opportunities for the community. On the west side of the 
interstate, he said, the city will have over 175 acres of prime real estate directly off the interstate. 

“These sites are designated to be commercially zoned so we are not talking more warehouses; we’re talking 
services, retail, hotels, restaurants. Having the development out there gives Wilmington the economic boost that 



we can use to invest in our parks, roads, and infrastructure while having a buffer to keep our small town 
atmosphere and community in place while investing in our future. 

Improvements such as those also will help keep trucks off our local roads, Dietz said. 

“Will County is a national leader in transportation, and one of the side effects is we also have a ton of trucks on 
our roads. Truck drivers are just looking for the quickest way from point A to point B. Having improved access to 
the interstate helps keep trucks off the local roads and keep them on the interstate.” 

Dietz said the city has been actively working with the county and state on getting our local issues such as the 
resurfacing of Baltimore Street. 

“I am happy that the resurfacing project from Water Street east to Wilmington-Peotone Road will begin the 
week of August 26. The other major item the city is actively engaged in is the Wilmington-Peotone 2040 
planning project and making sure that the county is focused on planning for tomorrow, not just fixing the issues 
of today.” 

IDOT Project Manager Steve Schilke was present at the public hearing and said that for the most part, feedback 
from attendees was positive. 

 He noted that about a decade ago, IDOT removed a bridge on Route 129, cutting off travelers’ southbound 
access point. 

Schilke explained that because of that closure, most traffic today gets off at Lorenzo Road and filters down the 
frontage roads to return to Illinois 129. 

“We started this study to replace that bridge, but at the same time, there were operational issues that we 
noticed at Lorenzo,” Schilke explained, noting that they explored several options but ultimately, this was the 
preferred plan. 

 “We still have a lot of safety issues on this corridor. We’ve had a couple wrong-way maneuvers on 129, and now 
Lorenzo is getting to capacity, especially with the development pressure it has right next to it.” 

 As Schilke said, most residents seemed happy with the proposed changes. 

 Bill Luttrell attended the hearing with his wife, Rora, to learn more about the proposed changes. 

 “Years ago, they took out the exit going onto 129. We had lived in Braidwood at the time, and that was very 
much an inconvenience,” Bill Luttrell said. 

 “They said someday it would come back, but that was many years ago,” Rora Luttrell said. 

 The Luttrells, who live in Wilmington now and regularly travel I-55, were happy to see the improvements finally 
making some headway and noted that the changes are needed. 

 Similarly, Wilmington resident Jason Shipley attended to get a better view of maps and learn more about the 
timeline. 

 “I was interested in what they were going to be doing with the intersections. They had closed down Route 129 a 
long time ago, and it just kind of made it inconvenient for some people coming into Wilmington,” Shipley said. 

 “I like it, and it makes a lot of sense,” Shipley said when asked what he thought of what he had seen of the 
proposed plans at the open house. 

 The few in attendance who appeared critical, or at the very least skeptical of the changes, declined to comment 
publicly. Some expressed regret among themselves that IDOT didn’t identify and address infrastructure needs 
sooner. 

Overall, IDOT plans to address safety, accessibility, and road condition and design at these two interchanges. 
Between 2018 and 2022, IDOT identified 297 crashes in the study section. 

 IDOT also provided 2050 traffic projections, which noted that traffic would be in complete gridlock at the 
Lorenzo interchange if no improvements are made. 

 “The majority of the trucks do go up north on I-55, so this will certainly help alleviate the safety and operational 
issues we’ve been noticing already at Lorenzo,” Schilke explained of the proposed changes. 



 Representatives from the City of Wilmington, a representative from the office of Senator Rachel Ventura, D-
Joliet, and representatives from Openlands were present but did not provide comment. 

 Those who attended could learn about the project in a variety of ways. IDOT representatives invited visitors to 
watch a 10-minute video presentation of the project, as well as an exhibit area with posters that mirrored the 
presentation set up around the room. 

In the center, large maps of the study area were laid out on tables for people to view, and off to the side, a court 
recorder could dictate public comments. IDOT representatives were available at every turn to field questions 
and address concerns raised by those who attended. 

 Those who could not attend the public hearing but are interested in providing a comment for the public hearing 
may do so online at www.i55lorenzoil129outreach.org by September 16. 

Stephanie Irvine is a freelance reporter. 

 

The current, often-confusing, interchange at 129 and 55. 

 

Residents who attended IDOT’s open house on the reconfigured interchange quizzed IDOT officials. 

(Photos by Stephanie Irvine) 

  

 




