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Merger Meeting Summary 

 

IDOT District 1, McHenry County 

IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road 

Environmental Assessment 

Information – Project Introduction 

 
This was the first presentation of the IL Route 47 project to the NEPA/404 Merger Team.  The purpose of the 

meeting was to introduce the project to the merger team, provide a brief overview of project progress to date, and 

identify future merger team coordination plans. An information packet was distributed to the group containing a 

presentation outline, a copy of the slides from the presentation, and the draft project Purpose and Need. 

 

The presentation was conducted by Darcie Gabrisko of Strand Associates, the project consultant.  The presentation 

began with a brief overview of the project corridor.  IL Route 47 is a strategic regional arterial (SRA) located in 

central McHenry County in the City of Woodstock and unincorporated McHenry County.  The southern terminus of 

the project is US Route 14, which is a major arterial crossroad and source of traffic for the corridor.  The northern 

terminus, Charles Road, is also a designated SRA Route and represents the northern edge of the urban area beyond 

which corridor traffic volumes decrease substantially. 

 

The project schedule was presented.  The project will be processed as an environmental assessment and will follow 

the NEPA/404 merger process, unless the results of the environmental survey deem it unnecessary.  The Phase I 

process for this project is expected to continue through late 2012. 

 

Project corridor characteristics were then presented.  This included a description of the existing corridor.  The 

existing IL Route 47 can be considered as three sections.  The south end is mostly a mix of industrial and 

commercial land uses.  The middle section is mainly commercial transitioning to high density residential.  The north 

section is a rural cross section with adjacent agriculture.  Aerial images were presented showing the existing corridor 

with potentially sensitive features on 11x17 corridor maps. 

 

The project is proceeding as an environmental assessment.  Environmental aspects of the project were discussed.  

Social/economic impacts may include acquisition of R.O.W with potential relocations possible.  Agriculture impacts 

are possible as the north section of the corridor include farm lands.  Culturally significant buildings may exist from 

IL Route 120 to Ware Road, but no buildings are currently on the Register of Historic Places.  Air quality and Noise 

will both be analyzed for the preferred alternative.  In an initial search for special waste sites, 17 sites were 

identified.  4(f) involvement is possible as there are special lands, including parks and schools, throughout the 

corridor.  The environmental survey is ongoing and results have not yet been received. 

 

This project will follow IDOT’s procedures for Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS).  Public involvement and 

outreach activities include development of a Citizen Advisory Group, one on one meetings, 3 public meetings, one 

public hearings, a website, and four newsletter publications.  To date, three CAG meetings have been held, to 

identify corridor issues, present deficiencies, and solicit preliminary input for the development of alternatives.  One 

public meeting has been held to collect corridor issues.  The second public meeting is planned for September 2010 

and will present the draft purpose and need and solicit corridor alternatives. 

 

The draft project Purpose and Need has been completed and reviewed by FHWA and IDOT.  The Purpose and Need 

was distributed for preliminary review, and formal concurrence will be targeted at the February 2011 NEPA/404 

Merger meeting.  It is anticipated a presentation of the range of alternatives will also be included at the February 

2011 meeting.  A brief summary of the main points of the Purpose and Need were highlighted.  These points are: 

 Corridor safety, there were 635 crashes from 2006-2008 and 60.3% being rear end crashes. There were no 

fatalities and 10 type A injuries.  

 Increasing delays and congestion.  There are four intersections where the existing level of service is D.  The 

future no build scenario yields 2 intersections with LOS D, 1 with LOS E, and 3 with LOS F.   

 Lack of access management.  There are 190 driveways and 31 intersections throughout the corridor with 

generally no access management principles utilized.   

 Pedestrian and bicycle accommodations.  There is currently intermittent sidewalk and no bike paths 
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throughout the corridor.   

 Geometric deficiencies.  Six major intersections are on a skew of at least 15 degrees and three intersections 

exceed 30 degrees.  There is a deficient vertical curve at Ware Road. 

 

AGENCY QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

 

USEPA (West) asked why the project termini were chosen as they were, given an adjacent environmental study 

immediately south of this corridor.  In particular, they were concerned that separating the two studies might preclude 

evaluation of alternatives involving an IL Route 47 on new alignment.   

 

The study team indicated that the purpose and need for this north section of IL Route 47 was unique given the 

advanced development of the City of Woodstock.  This north IL Route 47 study corridor passing through 

Woodstock is significantly built-up with residential and commercial development.  It was also noted the existing 

ADT’s were indicative that the traffic demand in this corridor is interior to the City of Woodstock.  The existing 

traffic volumes at the south terminus increase to almost 26,000 vpd.  By the time vehicles reach the north end of the 

project, the ADT has decreased to 4,000 vpd due to traffic exiting corridor at the various east-west side streets and 

developments located along the roadway.  This was further supported by the vast majority of public comments 

suggesting improvement needs along the existing IL Route 47 corridor.  Note an IL Route 47 bypass of Woodstock 

has been proposed and will be considered, however, it is not anticipated to be able to address the purpose and needs 

of the existing north IL Route 47 corridor passing through the City of Woodstock.   

 

While the section of IL Route 47 south of US Route 14 is significantly less developed, the majority of land uses 

along IL Route 47 are planned for commercial and residential uses.  This south study of IL Route 47 is located 

within the Kishwaukee River watershed which contains sensitive plant and animal species as well as highly 

permeable soils.  It is anticipated an IL Route 47 on new alignment would have more impacts on these sensitive 

environmental features than improvements on existing alignment and would not address the planned development 

along the existing IL Route 47 corridor.   

 

Concerning regional land use planning efforts along IL Route 47, an “Illinois Tomorrow” grant was awarded that 

provided funding for a land use based study of the Illinois Route 47 corridor from within Kane County northward to 

the Wisconsin State line.  Kane and McHenry Counties as well as the City of Woodstock and Village of Huntley 

participated in this study which evaluated current as well as proposed land uses and resulted in the development of a 

planning document that combines the comprehensive planning efforts of all the communities along the corridor.  

The two independent IL Route 47 studies support these regional planning efforts.   

 

With no further questions the meeting was concluded. 

  



NEPA1404 Merger Meeting 

September 8, 2010 


c:: 
0,/{ 

Phone No. E-mail 

J{7-7~ 5" 5'64 

(Ilto/f) 

910812010 NEPA-404 Merger Meeting 
Page I of 13, 



Name 

~ 

Or anization Phone No. E-mail 

;l1fr/1v!f- b~tJ ~bj C;-Y'h7 / AtI'l0!l t'{-/}Jh/lOJ 

b,0' 6~t·~ ~,Q)?~rr()f1S(D" 

144.w,A r(\ .lt~ () L 
.J. RenL~(L 

9/0812010 h'EPA-404 Merger Meeting 

Page20rt 3 



Name Orszanization 

~on-fl~)t~/.~ f//pv/fr 
, 

5ic~'tt~r'tt J::{)u", l'30C

sflA "",,414/1'1 Fx '-;-D/<!AL 

117J' +Jt.J: t. J-lNi<. yJl Jvn 

IBLU(,4A-.t ~h7A", S 'rOoT - 'BOt: 

J-h" lleA~ yYJJ (l/C![:lL~ QI ru"tj)j0i-jL 
I 

J 

l>t>.f'.L.j,._ tL"TLl ~lA. 'rl~T ~i?r!>fDS 
~ 

Ll S}t.c1~(qIDI ff.{\.J/t 
~} 

~ f ' \. '.-.' ~ ,---:
LJ,../\ 7~ 7 ('(U, f-t l/,-.: t 

i 
! ,. 

D!,/V.t! .,:':;P(i t:-,Y8l fOti" "'7J) ,.
!.J 'I...:..,) t ) 

EfIt.,~ Sc..."" \"1'1 Mr..U,..,J COWJ""'J 

l<aJJW£~£ USEPA 

Phone No. E-mail I 
):> r ;/l)' q l k)~/~#~ 1 

2J?- t.jL;1 Z f/9f}iJ ~f-/1 /, v' '" ,r/),~ v" 
~/ 

Zt1- -{[,2. . 5u:-tt, Sf.H & l\tI'~I~I) ;j""'; 

2 f7·-"I';5r-.!f1iit~ ~ ffeL-1e.hf4t:1i.~J"/t};ihihil;C ' 
" 

217- 4qZ 46 3 1 (J1Jle, J-I (l)'f/}.( t ' 7i1.0. oi.l 
v 

Z-/? 7 [5 ~4-24- >"' 15a:,hAr'a .~~tlUt~~/hl' I 

-31 'L 4{.tttJ ~;:~ i1 
'" (; i?L/t c: f 

f;tti- t ~~ • do,; t \ ;O\, -s1'X-0:~1 
J 

2( ll~~~l /)st ~. t _., ' \: (t\ ' !"-">>..\'Z.\..:1,. _L.~\.IH.\.:"\· \ I (,Li' 

~l~ 4,}'J- 'Iu~l) kece'. 1,~l'e(:) At.cC) v" 
'-J 

ZJ 7/yC(2''It:Y; 
I ' . , 

~ D(.~l' h~ 1 \) (ft,tc ( 
, I •

/ '"
217 j-iiA '711';~2 (l:l..v:,l.,~e fC' k,~.(';j 1i..rJclJ;'.~;. 

'10"1;'''3 -1 Y'1 ~ e.r-\'c. s~ ...;-\+e~'--~;'.G(li 
~ 

.~ \7--Ff!l1' ;2:} tD l:t t:,sft~i."~. ~('i-tikPk.c; ertL.tIC' 1/

" 

9/08/2010 NEPA-404 Merger Meeting 
Page 3 of!'?> 



NEP Al404 Merger Meeting 

September 9, 2010 


Name Or anization Phone No. E-mail 

IDoT - 1)1 

US'PU)5 'is t 1 3<0 I ~ 27- 5'3 

9/0912010 NEPA-404 Merger Meeti~~ 
Page 1 of, 3> 



Name Organization 

jJo~... [,J~-r U<5. £IA,j(§'. . 

! l. ~W~.)7l.fotI.JL l)$eYlt 
I 

{!foAM M.L'~(; 
• 

i 
STl.AIIO A-sSoc..llfre-J 

I 011:1'· (Ie; 
S,.tAfJt>(;A8I! I S'IC.o 

~~TC;IR..· I{It.s~ItN fJ..lvv'A 
I 
,,~ 

~{,q- ~"''1'"iZ G--iS''BEL 

I /U,I'6" Nt+r"~" Ie. Cb17~'L 

&ut!/c &fc., p;rlS,<7rJ ,t!.C!:- OOT 

~L4;" .t p~~~~) I~T- P.lYlc::. 

"..... t-k~~ tto 11\I Jed I St:'G 6novt tHe... 
i 1 

I ;>~~ ~~Js~~ S CC 6af'tlvp \f\ (,. 

rnoJ. ,'l~/u J1IAM~ 
I 

., / '. ~ -
M , ., 

\..f.1n :ce... tA G\-tZVY\ ::h /..(.,. 

Phone No. iE-mail I 

312... 3S-3-~t".cr2...1 we;r: l1or~@e.f"v:tr II 

I • 
i,C~Jt-e. ·e I 

:l\'L-@B<O Z9Jo e.PCL }fOV 

~'5" i '1"- 'flOD 
AUNt.,..,oL 'N9 @.. $ r,tANI1.. c.~~ 

(( ,< 
.OA#.cle .. ~a~,s". Q. 

'-rL,tIl~.. Cd" 

'l17-tl,2. -J.(":J.~ i Ito/us_no da$f!}ir@ d,)'r.~ ~I)' 
I 
i 'ft"t7 - $'{'Z]
I 

°SCt. f'~).oj':1>z~q:b..:L.1 <.:~ ...... 

•

B"-I-t ~ ')....:1-vs0 v fwt M+'~\il':' ~ C ,'} (!'J t"t. (I ~ 

c: ~c. <"·A..c",>;.,J(;~ ,~A :e.'"" 

/JV7·377~ 75/$17 c'!~r ,t/ f ,..-.-~;# "" , :'~:J V 

'iiY7 .. 7£1:!>·_<S'IG", 
~ a ....... 1-_. PI' )-.c'C"s"" ~ ,. , 
r;;p ",)J, !n..P\S ,,..Lu Y -

v 

81r -38$ -1778 '+~""~ 1+0t\ I? ".....~C"~f"".GDA-t 
i 

I-m. &7'/· I./.ffi '0 'SwooJ.so1l\ 4 l,r3n't"'t •co.... 

i?It./7 -70S-I.fI07 I MI~,fj ~.J}PJ
., 

1 (P'1S -')80 
, 

wcY12m . C.Dr'V\\V\.1 S 'J ~K ~@ 

I ~~0t?f il21r' D\ B47 "705 4?;i1~ ~·~e1@iL4.1~'c t4 

• LI4~f.-V( M~'N C· WiLL. DC> 
r---~~--~~--~~~ 

j) l~ ~ ~o- 't \l1 ' J~i~@ hm-b, £:~Vc!>" VJ;~ ~ 

9/0912010 NEPA-404 Merger Meeting 
Page 2 Off 3 

mailto:e1@iL4.1~'c


Phone No.Name Qr2anization • E-mail 

djjohn.sol\ Q.hl1t b. (;:'0",112.- 930 - 9 JI ,#1NT6 

.:] ,2 -373-lebSY 101"'0,." .Sh1t (-~OA<.~. 

\) e RbK Jt::¥.JN.S tlrI 

/fECoI1l173~(:z P1 (."//?"U ;f-j, 

<947-7d5~ 4724 Co ,...~. Jew ~ s~IIl"nols.<;'::::':~... t ~ESCarr.! L flJJ.J IS, 
A~~ 312-373--b10 2-::rbtZ. IJQ<I&'L ·,:rvel dv '(. ( e .f\rzCo ...,. ~~~'1 

~ 

..~ 

9/0912010 NEPA-404 Merger Meeting 2 
Page 3 ofl :/ 



Page 16 of 31 
June 27 and 28, 2011 NEPA-404  

Merger Meeting Summary 

 

IDOT District 1, McHenry County 

Illinois Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in Woodstock 

Environmental Assessment 

Concurrence – Purpose and Need 

 
This was the second presentation of the IL Route 47 project to the NEPA/404 Merger Team.  The 
purpose of the meeting was to seek concurrence point number one, “Purpose and Need,” and to present 
the initial range of alternatives. An information packet was distributed to the group containing a 
presentation outline, a copy of the slides from the presentation, the Proposed project Purpose and Need, 
and a corridor schematic of alternatives and their associated Average Daily Traffic (ADT) projections. 
 
The presentation was conducted by Darcie Gabrisko of Strand Associates, the project consultant.  The 
presentation began with a review of information presented at the September 9, 2010 NEPA/404 Merger 
meeting including the project location, limits, description, and a summary of related Context Sensitive 
Solutions public involvement activities to date.   
 
A brief overview of the project corridor was presented.  IL Route 47 is a Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) 
located in central McHenry County in the City of Woodstock and unincorporated McHenry County.  The 
southern terminus of the project is US Route 14, which is a major arterial crossroad and source of traffic 
for the corridor.  The northern terminus, Charles Road, is also a designated SRA County Route and 
represents the northern edge of the urban area beyond which corridor traffic volumes decrease 
substantially. The existing IL Route 47 can be considered as three sections.  The south end is mostly a 
mix of industrial and commercial land uses.  The middle section is mainly commercial transitioning to high 
density residential.  The north section is a rural cross section with adjacent agriculture with planned future 
land use as residential. 
 
An update of recent public outreach activities was presented.  Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meeting #3 
and Public meeting #2 were held to develop initial project alternatives.  CAG meeting #4 was held to 
identify alternatives screening criteria.  Additionally, the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
(CMAP) created a detailed Woodstock traffic model with 2040 projections.   
 
A summary of CAG meeting #1 and Public Meeting #1 was presented to show the issues and concerns in 
the project corridor and the goals and objectives of the project as identified by the stakeholders.  
Examples of these issues include congestion, safety, environmental/aesthetics, access/business impacts, 
land acquisition, alternative modes of transportation, funding, and utilities, positive and negative opinions 
on a bypass option, identified drainage issues, and a need for pedestrian accommodations.  These 
elements were used in the creation of the project Purpose and Need, and a summary of the five main 
sections were highlighted. 
 
There are identified safety deficiencies in the corridor.  There were 635 crashes from 2006-2008, with the 
majority (60.3%) being rear end crashes. The majority of the crashes were property damage only (83%).  
There were no fatalities and 10 type A injuries. A crash cluster diagram was shown in the presentation 
demonstrating the frequency of crashes throughout the corridor.  Many areas, particularly from US Route 
14 to IL Route 120, including the intersections of Lake Avenue, Country Club Road, and Judd 
Street/Irving Avenue, show a high prevalence of crashes.  The frequency of crashes reduces north of IL 
Route 120. 
 
There are deficiencies in capacity and traffic operations.  Intersections were modeled with Highway 
Capacity Software for existing and 2040 Future No-Build (FNB) conditions.  This analysis showed traffic 
delays in the existing condition and increasing delays and congestion in the 2040 FNB condition.  There 
are four intersections where the existing pm level of service is D.  The future no build pm scenario yields 3 
intersections with LOS D and 3 with LOS F.  Projected future queue’s become excessive, approaching or 
exceeding a 1/2 mile in some locations.  A corridor level of service map was presented showing the 
increasing traffic delays graphically.  USEPA asked about the intersection of IL Route 47 and Charles 
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Road, which exhibited poor LOS at the intersection but not adjacent midblock segments.  The consultant 
stated that the Charles Road traffic volume was contributing to delays at the intersection, and the existing 
intersection is stop controlled.  USEPA (West) asked if the 2040 ADT’s were substantially larger than the 
2030 volumes presented at an earlier meeting.  The 2030 volumes were not available at the meeting for 
comparison, but it was stated that 2040 household projections are 149% of current levels and the new 
model will more accurately reflect the local Woodstock traffic impact so the 2030 to 2040 numbers aren’t 
directly comparable.  
 
There are deficiencies in the access management throughout the corridor.  There are 190 driveways and 
31 intersections throughout the corridor with generally no access management principles utilized. The 
lack of access control increases the likelihood of crashes.  
 
There is a lack of pedestrian and bicycle accommodations.  A map was presented showing the locations 
of sidewalk and bike accommodations in the corridor.  There is currently intermittent sidewalk and no bike 
paths throughout the corridor.  There are only two existing pedestrian crosswalks, at IL Route 120 and 
Russel Court.   
 
The geometric deficiencies of the corridor were presented.  Six major intersections are on a skew of at 
least 15 degrees and three of which exceed 30 degrees.  There is a deficient vertical curve at Ware 
Road.  There are reports of drainage issues at the Union Pacific railroad bridge.  The rural cross section 
north of Ware Road is inconsistent with future land use plans. 
 

CONCURRENCE 

 
The USACE (Chernich), USEPA (West), IDNR (Hamer) and IDOA (Savko) gave concurrence with the 
Purpose and Need presented at the meeting.  USFWS was not present at the meeting and will require 
follow up with the request for concurrence. 
 
 
The consultant also presented an overview of the initial project alternatives that have been developed to 
date. A detailed traffic model of the Woodstock area was developed to update projections to 2040 and 
also to develop forecasts for bypass alternatives.  Alternatives development is following an evaluation 
process discussing fatal flaws, followed by Purpose and Need screening, and finally a detailed evaluation 
on remaining alternatives to be carried forward.  This process was presented to the CAG, and participants 
have already identified pros and cons of the initial alternatives in a workshop format. 
 
The initial alternatives are: 

 No Build 

 Existing alignment alternative 

 Full Western Bypass 

 Full Eastern Bypass 

 One Way couplet alternatives  
o Southview Drive to St. Johns Road 
o Southview Drive to Ware Road 
o Irving Avenue Drive to St. Johns Road 
o Irving Avenue Drive to Ware Road 

 
The proposed typical section for the existing alignment alternative is 2 lanes in each direction with a 
center 22’ barrier median.  A sidewalk is included on the west side of the road and a shared use path on 
the east side.  In order to minimize impacts, variations of median width and type and slight shifts in 
centerline alignment may occur as the alternative is developed.   
 
Additional alternatives related to the existing alignment include roundabouts at the intersections of IL 
Route 47 with Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd Street/Irving Avenue, IL Route 120, and Charles 
Road.  
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A map of the corridor was presented showing each of the bypass alternatives in schematic form.  
Additionally, a map was presented showing the results of the CMAP model for the ADT of each 
alternative at each segment of the corridor.  Generally, this ADT map suggests the west and east bypass 
alternatives do not appear to be sufficient, in that they do not draw enough traffic to prevent the need for 
the expansion of existing IL Route 47.  The CMAP model showed that the one-way couplet alternatives 
appear to be sufficient from an ADT perspective to prevent the need for expansion of IL Route 47. 
 
The consultant then presented the pros and cons of each alternative as determined by the CAG 
workshop. These comments show that there was little support for either the bypass or couplet alternatives 
because:  they would generally have negative impacts to ROW and regional environmental resources; 
result in an inconvenient traffic pattern that would harm businesses and residents; and have a high cost 
due to constructing new roadway alignments or maintaining two separate roadways. 
 
The next steps for this project will be to select the Alternatives to Be Carried Forward.  The September 
NEPA/404 Merger meeting is being targeted for this concurrence point.  The packet of information for the 
Alternatives to be Carried Forward will be sent prior to the meeting.  Additionally, individual meetings with 
the resource agencies was offered outside of the NEPA meetings to provide additional information or 
clarification on the alternatives if it is requested. 
 

AGENCY QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

 
USEPA (West) asked if detailed drawings of the alternatives presented was available.  The consultant 
said that 11x17 plans of each alternative will be distributed to all in attendance. 
 
USEPA (Westlake) asked if an individual permit was anticipated to be necessary for the project.  The 
consultant stated we are not certain yet.  The east bypass and couplet alternatives presented would 
require an individual permit.  Existing IL Route 47 improvements may require an individual permit.  The 
environmental delineation is not yet available, and all determinations at this point were based on existing 
GIS mapped data from the County. 
 
USEPA (Lopez) asked how much pedestrian traffic currently utilizes the corridor.  The consultant stated 
the corridor is used by pedestrians, particularly at the north end near the school and government 
complex.  There are pictures on file of individuals walking in parkway areas or shoulders along IL Route 
47.  Public outreach efforts to date have found that pedestrians currently avoid IL Route 47 due to the 
lack of pedestrian accommodations.   
 
USEPA (West) stated that the ADT’s as presented do not seem realistic, given the regional importance of 
the corridor as a freight corridor.  IDOT stated that the ADT’S presented were developed by CMAP in 
conjunction with their new 2040 regional model.  Any differences between the 2030 volumes presented at 
the previous meeting can be attributed to different baseline planning horizon and a model specific to this 
corridor.  More information regarding this point will be presented at the next meeting. 





































List Revised October 2013

County Species Status Habitat

Illinois County Distribution
Federally Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Species

Northern long-eared bat
Myotis septentrionalis

Proposed as 
Endangered

Hibernates in caves and mines - swarming in 
surrounding wooded areas in autumn. Roosts and 
forages in upland forests and woods.

Eastern prairie fringed orchid 
(Platanthera leucophaea ) Go here 
for specific guidance on how to 
determine whether this species is 
present on a site.

Threatened Moderate to high quality wetlands, sedge 
meadow, marsh, and mesic to wet prairie

Prairie bush clover (Lespedeza 
leptostachya)

Threatened Dry to mesic prairies with gravelly soil

McHenry
Field Office to Contact:
USFWS
Chicago Illinois FO
1250 South Grove, 
Suite 103
Barrington, Illinois 60010
(847) 381-2253
e:mail Chicago@fws.gov
Cathy_Pollack@fws.gov

mailto:Chicago@fws.gov
mailto:Chicago@fws.gov
mailto:Chicago@fws.gov
mailto:Chicago@fws.gov
mailto:Chicago@fws.gov
mailto:Chicago@fws.gov
mailto:Chicago@fws.gov
mailto:Chicago@fws.gov
mailto:Chicago@fws.gov
mailto:Chicago@fws.gov
mailto:Chicago@fws.gov


 

Environmental Survey Request (ESR) 

Attention: Environment Section 
 Room 330 

A.  Project Information   Bio   Cultural   Wetlands   Special Waste 

Submittal Date: 09/15/2014 Requesting Agency: DOH   Region #1  

Contract No.:       Job No.: P- 91-007-09  

District: 1 County(ies): McHenry  

Route: FAP 326 Marked: Illinois Route 47  

Street: Eastwood Dr, Seminary Ave Section:        

Municipality(ies): Woodstock Project Length: 4.9 Miles 

From-To (At): US 14 to Charles Road  

Quadrangle: Woodstock Township-Range-Section: 44-7, 45-7  

Anticipated Design Approval: January 1, 2015  
 

B.  Reason for Submittal:  (Check all that apply) 

See Design and Environment Manual 27-1.02 Applicability for further details 

  Acquisition of Additional ROW or easement 45 acres 

  In-Stream Work Stream Name: Silver Creek  

  Other: .  
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION regarding the above should be submitted as an attachment to this ESR 
 

C. 

Project Description: The project involves reconstructing IL Rt. 47. The proposed roadway will consist of 
two lanes in each directions separated by a barrier median. Sidewalk and a bike 
path will be incorporated into the project. Five roundabouts are also proposed.  

 

Proposed Work:   Highways   Bridge   Bike Trail   Other - Culverts  
 

D. 

Tree Removal? Yes Number? UNK or      acres  

Existing Bridge(s) Structure Number: No On Historic Bridge List: No  

Historic District Involved? No Historic Buildings Involved? Yes  

Section 4(f) Lands Involved? No Section 6(f) Lands Involved? No  
 

E. 

Funding:   Federal   State   TBP   MFT   Local Non-MFT 

Anticipated Processing: EA  
 

F. 

Contact Person: John Baldauf Local Contact Person: Sam Mead  

 Telephone: 847-705-4103  Telephone: 847-705-4101  

 E-
Mail: 

john.baldauf@illinois.gov  E-Mail: sam.mead@illinois.gov  
 

BDE 2287 (Rev 3/2000) 



Environmental Survey Request – Page 2 Job No.:  P- 91-007-09  

Special Waste Screen Route:  FAP 326  

Special Waste Submittal Date: 09/15/2014 Section:         

Cleared for Design:       Cleared for Letting:        

Date of Preliminary Report:       Fill-out only if other than CE is chosen on Anticipated Processing 
 

Screening Criteria 

1.  Acquisition of additional ROW or easement   

 No Railroad ROW (except single rail rural, with no maintenance facilities, evidence of open  
dumping or record of spills in the project area) 

 Yes Building Demolition/Modification 

 Yes Subsurface Utility Relocation or Linear Excavation 
 

If all responses are No, sign and place in appropriate report.  If any response is Yes or Don’t Know, continue screening or survey project as necessary. 
 

2. Don't Know Any known special or non-special waste sites in vicinity (Cerclis [1.0 mile], LUST [1000’], 
UST and RCRA facilities [property itself]) 

 Description:        

3. Urban Land Use History and  No Entirely Agricultural/Residential or with some recently 
Development Setting developed commercially benign uses (see list of 

potentially non benign commercial uses) 

 Agricultural Current land uses Ware Road to Charles Road  

 Agricultural Previous land uses        

 Commercial Adjacent land uses Commercial/Residential US 14 to Ware Rd   
4. Records Review: IDOT Sources 

  Old Plat Books  Soil Survey  Old Aerial Photos  Old Survey Books  Other Files & Photos 

 Other Sources 

  City Directories  County Assessor  Fire Dept.  Sanborn Maps  Other         
 

Take photos of sites or attach sketch.  If land use is and was always entirely agricultural/residential or has some recently developed commercially 
benign uses, continue screen; otherwise submit for survey. 
  

Visual Inspection Inspection Date 09/04/2014  
    

Step 1  No Underground Tanks 
  

Buildings or building materials containing regulated substances other than asbestos: 

 
Buildings Batteries Solvents Foundry Sands 

Transformers or Other Oil-
filled Electrical Equipment Paint Lead 

 

 No No No No No No No  
 

Step 2 Surface Tanks Sumps Ponds Drums Basins Landfills  

 No No No No No No  

 No Transformers (except pole mounted with no discernable evidence of soil staining)  

 No RR Signal Boxes (except those with no discernable soil staining)  

 No Other (storage structures/pipelines [except water and natural gas)  
  

Step 3 Surface Staining Oil Sheen Odors Vegetation Damage Other (spills, leaks, illegal dumping, etc.)  

 No No No No No  
 

If entirely Agricultural/Residential or has some recently developed commercial benign uses, and if all responses to Step 1, Step 2, and Step 3 are No, 
sign form and place in appropriate report, otherwise send for Preliminary Environmental Site Assessment (PESA). 

 District Sign Off or Special Waste Screen Date:        

Conducted by:       Position:       Telephone:        
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ILLINOIS ROUTE 47 

US ROUTE 14 TO CHARLES ROAD 

McHenry County 

P-91-007-09 

 

October 14, 2014 

 

 

A meeting was held between the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Huff & Huff, Inc. (Huff & 

Huff), Strand Associates, (Strand), Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd (CBBEL), and Illinois 

Department of Transportation (Department). The purpose of this meeting was to give a project update as 

well as discuss the existing and proposed drainage of the corridor. Attendees included: 

 

• Soren Hall (USACE) 

• Alycia Kluenenberg (Huff & Huff) 

• Darcie Gabrisko and Bill Plant (Strand) 

• Jonathan O’Connell (CBBEL) and Dave Kleinwachter (CBBEL) 

• Steve Schilke, John Baldauf, and Kyle Bochte (Department/Bureau of Programming) 

• Agar Shirani, Rick Wojcik, and Perry Masouridis (Department/Bureau of Programming 

Hydraulics Unit) 

• Vanessa Ruiz (Department/Bureau of Programming Environmental Unit) 

• Melissa Del Rosario (Department/Bureau of Maintenance)  

 

1. Project History 

 

The project is a Phase I study of Illinois Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road, spanning 

approximately five miles. The project began in 2008. The southern third of the project primarily consists 

of industrial and commercial businesses, the middle third of the project primarily consists of commercial 

businesses and residential homes, and the northern third of the project primarily consists of agricultural 

land. The project area is located within the City of Woodstock and unincorporated McHenry County. 

The existing cross section south of Ware Road is urban and includes one lane in each direction separated 

by a two way left turn lane. The existing cross section north of Ware Road is rural and includes one lane 

in each direction with 1 foot HMA and 7 foot aggregate shoulders and no median.  

 

Phase II (design) of the corridor is currently funded and consultants have been selected. The design 

phase is separated into two sections: from US Route 14 to IL Route 120 and from IL Route 120 to 

Charles Road. Bypass alternatives were investigated but later eliminated because they did not remove 

enough congestion off IL Route 47 to allow the existing roadway conditions to remain. The remaining 

alternatives are on-alignment and consist of an urban section with two lanes in each direction separated 

by a median. From US Route 14 to Ware Road, the proposed median is an 18 foot barrier median. From 

Ware Road to Charles Road, the proposed median is a 22 foot mountable curb median.  

 

The project is being carried forward as an Environmental Assessment (EA). The environmental impacts 

include some wetland removal, less than one acre, as well as possible impacts to a pond on the east side 

of IL Route 47 south of Cooney Drive. Wetlands were delineated as a part of this project. The project 



 

 

 

 

 

 

study team is proposing a 12 feet wide by 6 feet tall culvert near Cooney Drive for the Silver Creek 

Tributary crossing IL Route 47. The existing culvert is 6 feet wide by 5 feet tall. 

 

2. Existing and Proposed Drainage Concepts 

 

Roll plots were displayed to assist in explaining the existing and proposed drainage patterns. At the 

south end of the project, water is currently flowing in storm sewer north through the corridor and outlets 

north of McConnell Road to the east. Much of the storm sewer is 24 inch diameter. The existing outlet is 

only an 18 inch pipe and runs beneath a commercial business. The outlet is considered unsuitable.  

 

A proposed basin is located east of IL Route 47 approximately 1500 feet north of McConnell Road at 

approximately 681 Eastwood Drive (Sta. 154+00). All of the water running to this basin will continue to 

Silver Creek. USACE is interested in the Best Management Practices (BMP’s) and how it would drain 

through the proposed pond and to the McHenry County Conservation Site approximately 1700 feet east 

of the project corridor. USACE asked if the pond will have standing water and if it can be naturalized. 

These would be beneficial. USACE recommended a 50 year design for conveyance and a 10 year 

release rate.  

 

A detention basin is proposed for the northwest quadrant of IL Route 47 and Lake Avenue. Details of 

the design are not available at this time. The water depth will likely be one foot standing depth and three 

feet when full. The detention basin would be naturalized. The water flowing to the detention basin then 

continues to a large wetland site outside the project limits and then to the conservation site east of the 

project. The tributary area to the pond is approximately 200 acres. Both of the previously discussed 

detention basins are necessary in order to manage the stormwater runoff. USACE recommends 

increasing residence time in order to slow the flow down and improve water quality through the 

settlement. 

 

It was recommended to discuss the potential detention basins with the City of Woodstock to ensure the 

city is comfortable with converting the commercial land to a detention basin. Dwight’s Auto is proposed 

to be acquired as a part of the project. The Department does not recommend proposing a detention basin 

at this location because it is a valuable commercial property that can be re-developed after the right-of-

way is acquired. 

 

Stormwater runoff north of Country Club Road also continues north to Silver Creek but does not flow to 

the McHenry County Conservation Site. Storm sewer outlets at the northeast corner of IL Route 47 and 

IL Route 120. North of IL Route 120, storm sewer carries the water north to Silver Creek. The area 

north of IL Route 120 is primarily residential housing. Approximately every other street has storm sewer 

connecting to the IL Route 47 system and continuing to Silver Creek. 

 

At Silver Creek, the single box culvert is 12 feet wide by 8 feet high on the east (upstream) side and 7 

feet wide by 6 feet high on the west (downstream) side. The proposed design consists of replacing the 

structure with a 7 feet wide by 9 feet high opening and lengthening the culvert to accommodate roadway 

widening. USACE isn’t concerned whether the proposed culvert is three or four sided but prefers that it 

is embedded one foot. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

North of the intersection of IL Route 47 and Sunshine Lane, a detention basin is proposed on the east 

side of IL Route 47. The detention basin spans two properties. Both properties are currently vacant and 

have different owners.  

 

Stormwater north of Silver Creek and south of Ware Road runs south to Silver Creek. North of Ware 

Road, stormwater drains north to Cooney Drive, where an unknown tributary to Silver Creek exists. 

Existing ditches currently run on each side of IL Route 47 north of Ware Road. The ditches proposed are 

shallow. The existing culvert at Cooney Drive will not be raised. The proposed culvert is 12 feet wide by 

6 feet high, embedded one foot, and will be lengthened due to the roadway widening. There will be 

impacts to ADID wetlands near Cooney Drive due to the proposed design. Wetland impacts for the 

entire corridor will be less than one acre. 

 

The Department noted an orchid that exists on the west side of IL Route 47 near Cooney Drive. The 

Department remembers the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) not allowing the area to be 

mowed because of the orchid. The orchid was not found within the project limits during the biological 

survey performed by the Department. USACE wants to ensure the orchid is not affected by this project. 

Post Meeting Note 03/12/15: Confirmation from Melissa Del Rosario - Orchid is not located in the 

project limits. It is located on the west side of IL 47, 0.2 miles north of Raycroft Road, which is 2.1 miles 

north of IL 47 and Charles Road. 

 

3. Next Steps 

 

The Proposed Drainage Plan (PDP) will be developed. The project team is targeting a Public Hearing in 

early 2015. USACE will not be engaged again until construction is funded because the project is not 

going through the NEPA process. USACE asked if the project study team is coordinating with McHenry 

County. The project is a high priority for McHenry County. Several McHenry County representatives 

are a part of the Citizen Advisory Group for the project. An IDNR permit will be necessary for the 

project.  

 















 
 

 To:                   John Fortmann Attn:   Pete Harmet 

 From:              John D. Baranzelli      By:   Brad H. Koldehoff 

 Subject:           Illinois 47 Project – Amended Property Avoidance  

 Date:               May 18, 2015 
 
 
McHenry County 
Woodstock 
Illinois 47 Study, from US 14 to Charles Road 
Job # P-91-007-09 
Sequence # 16049 & 16049A 
 
As the survey area changed from the original submittal to the Environmental Survey 
Request (ESR) addendum, a more thorough review of the photo logs for the above 
referenced project was completed. The original historic avoidance request memo from 
March 2012 was amended and combined with resources that have been later identified 
through the review process. The updated review has identified the following cultural 
resources that warrant National Register consideration.  
 

• 225 McHenry Avenue (house) 
• 605 Seminary Avenue (house and carriage house) 
• 613 Seminary Avenue (house) 
• 809 Seminary Avenue (house) 
• 406 N. Eastwood Avenue (house and commercial building) 
• 2608 Charles Road (barn) 
• 13016 Charles Road (house and outbuildings) 

 
Due to the historic nature of these resources, all feasible means of avoidance need to be 
considered. If these resources cannot be avoided, please coordinate possible 
minimization and mitigation measures with this office. 
 
If there are any questions concerning this project review, please do not hesitate to 
contact myself or Emilie Land, 217-558-7223.  
 
Brad H. Koldehoff, RPA 
Cultural Resources Unit 
Bureau of Design and Environment 
 
BK:ee 



 

Environmental Survey Request (ESR) 

Attention: Environment Section 
 Room 330 

A.  Project Information   Bio   Cultural   Wetlands   Special Waste 

Submittal Date: 09/04/2015 Requesting Agency: DOH   Region #1  

Contract No.:       Job No.: P- 91-007-09  

District: 1 County(ies): McHenry  

Route: FAP 326 Marked: Illinois Route 47  

Street: Eastwood Dr, Seminary Ave Section:        

Municipality(ies): Woodstock Project Length: 4.9 Miles 

From-To (At): US 14 to Charles Road  

Quadrangle: Woodstock Township-Range-Section: 44-7,45-7  

Anticipated Design Approval: Dec. 1, 2016  
 

B.  Reason for Submittal:  (Check all that apply) 

See Design and Environment Manual 27-1.02 Applicability for further details 

  Acquisition of Additional ROW or easement 2.59 acres 

  In-Stream Work Stream Name:        

  Other: .  
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION regarding the above should be submitted as an attachment to this ESR 
 

C. 

Project Description: Project involves widening IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road. Proposed roadway will 
consist of two lanes in each direction separated by a barrier median. Additional 
right-of-way is necessary for corridor improvements.  

 

Proposed Work:   Highways   Bridge   Bike Trail   Other -        
 

D. 

Tree Removal? No Number?      or      acres  

Existing Bridge(s) Structure Number: No On Historic Bridge List:               

Historic District Involved? No Historic Buildings Involved? No  

Section 4(f) Lands Involved? No Section 6(f) Lands Involved? No  
 

E. 

Funding:   Federal   State   TBP   MFT   Local Non-MFT 

Anticipated Processing: EA  
 

F. 

Contact Person: John Baldauf Local Contact Person: Sam Mead  

 Telephone: 847-705-4103  Telephone: 847-705-4101  

 E-
Mail: 

john.baldauf@illinois.gov  E-Mail: sam.mead@illinois.gov  
 

BDE 2287 (Rev 3/2000) 



Environmental Survey Request – Page 2 Job No.:  P- 91-007-09  

Special Waste Screen Route:  FAP 326  

Special Waste Submittal Date: 09/04/2015 Section:         

Cleared for Design:       Cleared for Letting:        

Date of Preliminary Report:       Fill-out only if other than CE is chosen on Anticipated Processing 
 

Screening Criteria 

1.  Acquisition of additional ROW or easement   

 No Railroad ROW (except single rail rural, with no maintenance facilities, evidence of open  
dumping or record of spills in the project area) 

 No Building Demolition/Modification 

 Yes Subsurface Utility Relocation or Linear Excavation 
 

If all responses are No, sign and place in appropriate report.  If any response is Yes or Don’t Know, continue screening or survey project as necessary. 
 

2. Don't Know Any known special or non-special waste sites in vicinity (Cerclis [1.0 mile], LUST [1000’], 
UST and RCRA facilities [property itself]) 

 Description:        

3. Urban Land Use History and  No Entirely Agricultural/Residential or with some recently 
Development Setting developed commercially benign uses (see list of 

potentially non benign commercial uses) 

 Commercial Current land uses Commercial, Environmental  

 Commercial Previous land uses        

 Commercial Adjacent land uses Commercial, Environmental   
4. Records Review: IDOT Sources 

  Old Plat Books  Soil Survey  Old Aerial Photos  Old Survey Books  Other Files & Photos 

 Other Sources 

  City Directories  County Assessor  Fire Dept.  Sanborn Maps  Other         
 

Take photos of sites or attach sketch.  If land use is and was always entirely agricultural/residential or has some recently developed commercially 
benign uses, continue screen; otherwise submit for survey. 
  

Visual Inspection Inspection Date 04/04/2015  
    

Step 1  Yes Underground Tanks 
  

Buildings or building materials containing regulated substances other than asbestos: 

 
Buildings Batteries Solvents Foundry Sands 

Transformers or Other Oil-
filled Electrical Equipment Paint Lead 

 

 Yes No No No No No No  
 

Step 2 Surface Tanks Sumps Ponds Drums Basins Landfills  

 No No Yes No Yes No  

 No Transformers (except pole mounted with no discernable evidence of soil staining)  

 No RR Signal Boxes (except those with no discernable soil staining)  

 No Other (storage structures/pipelines [except water and natural gas)  
  

Step 3 Surface Staining Oil Sheen Odors Vegetation Damage Other (spills, leaks, illegal dumping, etc.)  

 No No No No No  
 

If entirely Agricultural/Residential or has some recently developed commercial benign uses, and if all responses to Step 1, Step 2, and Step 3 are No, 
sign form and place in appropriate report, otherwise send for Preliminary Environmental Site Assessment (PESA). 

 District Sign Off or Special Waste Screen Date:        

Conducted by:       Position:       Telephone:        
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Addendum
Environmental Survey Request (AESR)
Attention: Environment Section

Room 330
A.  Project Information   Bio   Cultural   Wetlands   Special Waste
Original Sequence No.: 16049
Submittal Date: May 26, 2017 Requesting Agency: DOH Region 1
Contract No.: Job No.: P -91-007-09
District:  1 County(ies): McHenry
Route: FAP 326 Marked: Illinois Route 47
Street: Eastwood Dr, Seminary Ave Section:
Municipality(ies): Woodstock Project Length: 4.9 Miles
From-To (At): US 14 to Charles Road
Quadrangle: Woodstock Township-Range-Section: 44-7. 45-7
Anticipated Design Approval: Dec. 30, 2017

B.  Reason for Submittal:  (Check all that apply)
See Design and Environment Manual 27-1.02 Applicability for further details

 Acquisition of Additional ROW or easement Addendum: 4.12 acres Total Project: UNK acres
 In-Stream Work Stream Name:
 Other

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION regarding the above should be submitted as an attachment to this AESR

C. Addendum Description:
Project involves widening IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road. Proposed roadway will consist of two lanes in
each direction separated by a barrier median. Additional right-of-way is necessary for corridor improvements.
Entire job needs to be updated for PESA.
D.
Contact Person: Corey Smith Local Contact Person: Sam Mead
 Telephone: 847-705-4103  Telephone: 847-705-4101
 E-Mail: Corey.smith@illinois.gov E-Mail: Sam.mead@illinois.gov

E.
  Update Entire Project
  Addendum Only

For Office Use Only

BDE 2287A (Rev. 3/2000)



Environmental Survey Request – Page 2 Job No.: P- 91-007-09
Special Waste Screen Route: FAP 326

Special Waste Submittal Date: 09-14-15 Section:
Cleared for Design: Cleared for Letting:
Date of Preliminary Report: Fill-out only if other than CE is chosen on Anticipated Processing

Screening Criteria
1.  Acquisition of additional ROW or easement

No               Railroad ROW (except single rail rural, with no maintenance facilities, evidence of open
dumping or record of spills in the project area)

No               Building Demolition/Modification
Yes               Subsurface Utility Relocation or Linear Excavation

If all responses are No, sign and place in appropriate report.  If any response is Yes or Don’t Know, continue screening or survey project as necessary.

2. Don’t Know Any known special or non-special waste sites in vicinity (Cerclis [1.0 mile], LUST [1000’],
UST and RCRA facilities [property itself])

Description:
3. Urban Land Use History and No Entirely Agricultural/Residential or with some recently

Development Setting developed commercially benign uses (see list of
potentially non benign commercial uses)

Commercial Current land uses Commercial, Environmental
Commercial Previous land uses
Commercial Adjacent land uses Commercial, Environmental

4. Records Review: IDOT Sources
 Old Plat Books  Soil Survey  Old Aerial Photos  Old Survey Books  Other Files & Photos

Other Sources
 City Directories  County Assessor  Fire Dept.  Sanborn Maps  Other

Take photos of sites or attach sketch.  If land use is and was always entirely agricultural/residential or has some recently developed commercially benign uses,
continue screen; otherwise submit for survey.

Visual Inspection Inspection Date 01-20-17
Step 1 Yes Underground Tanks

Buildings or building materials containing regulated substances other than asbestos:

Buildings Batteries Solvents Foundry Sands
Transformers or Other Oil-
filled Electrical Equipment Paint Lead

Yes No No No No No No

Step 2 Surface Tanks Sumps Ponds Drums Basins Landfills
No No Yes No Yes No

No Transformers (except pole mounted with no discernable evidence of soil staining)
No RR Signal Boxes (except those with no discernable soil staining)
No Other (storage structures/pipelines [except water and natural gas)

Step 3 Surface Staining Oil Sheen Odors Vegetation Damage Other (spills, leaks, illegal dumping, etc.)
No No No No No

If entirely Agricultural/Residential or has some recently developed commercial benign uses, and if all responses to Step 1, Step 2, and Step 3 are No, sign
form and place in appropriate report, otherwise send for Preliminary Environmental Site Assessment (PESA).

 District Sign Off or Special Waste Screen Date:
Conducted by: Position: Telephone:

BDE 2287A (Rev. 3/2000)







September 21, 2017

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Chicago Ecological Service Field Office

U.s. Fish And Wildlife Service Chicago Ecological Services Office
230 South Dearborn St., Suite 2938

Chicago, IL 60604-1507
Phone: (312) 216-4720 Fax:

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/7a2process.html

In Reply Refer To:
Consultation Code: 03E13000-2017-SLI-0587
Event Code: 03E13000-2017-E-01420 
Project Name: EA for IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road (Seq. no. 16049)

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached species list identifies any federally threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate
species that may occur within the boundary of your proposed project or may be affected by your
proposed project. The list also includes designated critical habitat if present within your
proposed project area or affected by your project. This list is provided to you as the initial step of
the consultation process required under section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act, also referred
to as Section 7 Consultation.

 For all and Please note! wind energy projects projects that include installing towers that use
, please contact this field office directly for assistance,guy wires or are over 200 feet in height

even if no federally listed plants, animals or critical habitat are present within your proposed
project or may be affected by your proposed project.

For all other projects, continue the Section 7 Consultation process by going to our Section 7
Technical Assistance website at 

. If you are familiar withhttp://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/index.html
this website, you may want to go to Step 2 of the Section 7 Consultation process at 

.http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/step2.html

Under 50 CFR 402.12(e) (the regulations that implement Section 7 of the Endangered Species
Act) the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally. You may verify the list by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website 

 at regular intervals during project planning and implementation andhttp://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/7a2process.html
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/index.html
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/step2.html
http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
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completing the same process you used to receive the attached list. As an alternative, you may
contact this Ecological Services Field Office for updates.

Although no longer protected under the Endangered Species Act, be aware that bald eagles are
protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 ), as are goldenet seq.
eagles. Projects affecting these species may require measures to avoid harming eagles or may
require a permit. If your project is near an eagle nest or winter roost area, see our Eagle Permits
website at  to help youhttp://www.fws.gov/midwest/midwestbird/EaglePermits/index.html
determine if you can avoid impacting eagles or if a permit may be necessary.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. Please include the
Consultation Tracking Number in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or
correspondence about your project that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/midwestbird/EaglePermits/index.html
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Chicago Ecological Service Field Office
U.s. Fish And Wildlife Service Chicago Ecological Services Office
230 South Dearborn St., Suite 2938
Chicago, IL 60604-1507
(312) 216-4720
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 03E13000-2017-SLI-0587

Event Code: 03E13000-2017-E-01420

Project Name: EA for IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road (Seq. no. 16049)

Project Type: TRANSPORTATION

Project Description: The existing roadway is primarily one lane in each direction separated by
a two way left turn lane. The proposed action consists of two through
lanes in each direction separated by a barrier or mountable median.
Roundabouts are proposed at five intersections with the project limits.

Project Location:
 Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps:

https://www.google.com/maps/place/42.32757655841242N88.44386775568753W

Counties: McHenry, IL

https://www.google.com/maps/place/42.32757655841242N88.44386775568753W
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Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 3 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list. Species on
this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include species
that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species list
because a project could affect downstream species. Note that 1 of these species should be
considered only under certain conditions. See the "Critical habitats" section below for those
critical habitats that lie wholly or partially within your project area under this office's
jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office if you have questions.

Mammals

NAME STATUS

 Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Flowering Plants

NAME STATUS

 Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera leucophaea
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:
Follow the guidance provided at
https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/plants/epfos7guide.html

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/601
Species survey guidelines: 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/guideline/survey/population/984/office/31131.pdf

Threatened

 Prairie Bush-clover Lespedeza leptostachya
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4458

Threatened

Critical habitats

There are no critical habitats within your project area under this office's jurisdiction.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/601
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/guideline/survey/population/984/office/31131.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4458
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To: Anthony Quigley Attn: Sam Mead 

From: Maureen M. Addis By: Jim Curtis 

Subject: Seq. #16049C D.A. 
 James R. Curtis 

Date: September 22, 2017 

 
 

 Refer to :  FAP 326: Illinois Route 47 (Eastwood Dr. & Seminary Ave.) 
US Route 14 to Charles Road 

   McHenry County  
P-91-007-09 

   Sequence # 16049C 
ISGS PESA # 2279 

 
We have received the Addendum Environmental Survey Request (AESR) for 
additional areas to be surveyed.  After reviewing this submittal, it is the opinion of 
BDE that there is sufficient information provided in the current ISGS PESA (#2279 
dated September 5, 2012) for the project to get clearance for Design Approval. 
D.A. will be granted by 12/31/2017 under the assumption that a PESA update will 
be completed for the entire project area by 02/19/2018. 
 

 
cc: Tyler Petersen, District 1 

  
SES: jmv 
 
 
Attachments 
 

  Memorandum 
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Plant, Bill

From: Bochte, Kyle <Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov>
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2018 2:15 PM
To: Plant, Bill
Cc: Gabrisko, Darcie; Smith, Corey J.
Subject: FW: IL 47 (US 14 - Charles Road
Attachments: [External] FW: IL47 from US 14 to Charles Road EA - comments

Bill,

Also for inclusion in the EA, please find the below conversation (especially 11/28 email - highlighted) with IDNR that
should help with the disposition to Matt Fuller’s attached comments.

Thanks,
Kyle

From: Bochte, Kyle
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2018 2:09 PM
To: Larimore, Kelly <Kelly.Larimore@Illinois.gov>
Cc: Baggerly, Steve <Steve.Baggerly@illinois.gov>; Schilke, Steven E <Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov>; Smith, Corey J.
<Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov>; Ruiz, Vanessa V <Vanessa.Ruiz@illinois.gov>
Subject: RE: IL 47 (US 14 - Charles Road

Good Afternoon Kelly,

Attached please find the below discussed agreement letter from the City of Woodstock concurring to the temporary
occupancy of Bates Park.

Thanks,
Kyle

From: Larimore, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2017 1:06 PM
To: Bochte, Kyle <Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov>
Subject: RE: IL 47 (US 14 - Charles Road

Thank you, Kyle.  Please send me a copy of the letter in which the city states
agreement, once received.

Kelly Larimore

Grant Administrator

Illinois Department of Natural Resources

Division of Grant Administration

One Natural Resources Way
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Springfield, IL  62702

217-785-4153

From: Bochte, Kyle
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2017 12:39 PM
To: Larimore, Kelly <Kelly.Larimore@Illinois.gov>; Baggerly, Steve <Steve.Baggerly@illinois.gov>
Cc: Schilke, Steven E <Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov>; Ruiz, Vanessa V <Vanessa.Ruiz@illinois.gov>; Smith, Corey J.
<Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov>
Subject: RE: IL 47 (US 14 - Charles Road

Good Afternoon Kelly,

Attached please find meeting minutes in which replacing the existing sidewalk with the proposed shared-use path was
discussed between IDOT and the City of Woodstock.  The meeting took place on 10/4/2017.  The relevant section is
boxed in red.  The minutes indicate the City is supportive of the improvements at Bates Park and explain that a letter will
be sent from IDOT to the City asking for the support of the Bates Park improvements.  We do not have an agreement
with the City regarding the property.

In addition please find the below meeting minutes from a FHWA/BDE coordination meeting discussing the Bates Park
improvements and the City’s support (highlighted below).

1. Potential Section 4(f) and 6(f) Lands

There are four publicly owned sites along the corridor. A packet with locations and pictures of each site was given to
all. There is a proposed 10-foot shared-use path on the east side of the roadway five foot behind the face of the curb
and gutter.  A 5-foot sidewalk on the west side of the roadway is also proposed.

The first parcel discussed was Bates Park. This is a potential Section 6(f) site.  Bates Park was purchased with
LAWCON funds. The City of Woodstock is the jurisdictional agency for the park. The City is currently using the north
west part of the property as a water treatment plant. The parcel has an existing 5-foot sidewalk outside the existing
right of way. The sidewalk is offset to avoid mature trees.

There are three alternatives to consider at Bates Park.
1. Match the proposed path to the existing sidewalk at the edges of the property. This will leave the 5 foot sidewalk on the parcel and leave a

“gap” in the shared use path across this parcel. A temporary occupancy would still be necessary to grade the entrance drives on the
property.  This approach would not be supported by the City of Woodstock because they do not want a gap in the connectivity of the shared
use path.  Also the City’s development plan for Bates Park includes more connectivity of bike paths to the parcel.

2. Continue the proposed shared use path across the parcel at the same setback from the face of curb as is proposed for the rest of the
corridor.  This would provide the minimum square foot area of impact to Bates Park when installing a shared use path. However, this would
impact the existing mature trees on the parcel that were likely avoided when originally installing the sidewalk that currently exists on the
property.  A temporary occupancy would still be necessary to grade the entrance drives on the property.

3. Continue the proposed shared use path across the parcel following the alignment of the existing sidewalk avoiding the trees. This alternative
increases the square foot area of impact to Bates Park, but accomplishes the City’s desire for the shared use path and avoids damages to the
existing trees on the property. A temporary occupancy would still be necessary to grade the entrance drives on the property.

There was discussion that alternative number 3 would be the best choice for the property and would also be a
betterment to the parcel.  It was discussed that a temporary occupancy could be used to construct the path and the
driveway entrances.  However, this should be confirmed with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR).  If
acceptable, this would not be considered a Section 4(f) or 6(f) use.  There was also discussion of a maximum time
frame of temporary occupancy for construction.  This time frame should be determined and a commitment made to
construct the improvements on the Bates Park parcel within the time allowed.
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Thanks,
Kyle

Kyle R. Bochte
Illinois Department of Transportation | Bureau of Programming
Consultant Studies Unit | Project Engineer
201 West Center Court | Schaumburg, IL 60196
Phone: (847) 705-4088
kyle.bochte@illinois.gov

From: Larimore, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 2:17 PM
To: Bochte, Kyle; Baggerly, Steve
Cc: Schilke, Steven E; Ruiz, Vanessa V; Smith, Corey J.
Subject: RE: IL 47 (US 14 - Charles Road

Hello Kyle,

This is a temporary conversion of use, without a change in ownership for property
protected within the 6(f) boundary of the LWCF site, with recreational development.  As
access to the LWCF site will not be inhibited during this time frame, this is not a
conversion of any portion of the LWCF protected boundary.

Please provide me with a copy of the agreement between the City of Woodstock and
IDOT.

Thank you,

Kelly Larimore

Grant Administrator

Illinois Department of Natural Resources

Division of Grant Administration

One Natural Resources Way

Springfield, IL  62702

217-785-4153

From: Bochte, Kyle
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 1:42 PM
To: Larimore, Kelly <Kelly.Larimore@Illinois.gov>; Baggerly, Steve <Steve.Baggerly@illinois.gov>
Cc: Schilke, Steven E <Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov>; Ruiz, Vanessa V <Vanessa.Ruiz@illinois.gov>; Smith, Corey J.
<Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov>
Subject: RE: IL 47 (US 14 - Charles Road

Good Afternoon Kelly,
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Yes that is correct.  As part of our project, we are proposing to convert the 5-foot wide sidewalk on the park property to
a 10-foot wide shared-use path at the same location. The City of Woodstock was given the choice of keeping the existing
sidewalk as is or replacing it with a shared-use path and decided they are supportive of the replacement of the sidewalk
with a shared-use path. No permanent right-of-way will be purchased at the property but a temporary easement will be
necessary on the property to construct the shared-use path, grade the parkway between the proposed roadway curb
and shared-use path, as well as reconstruct the driveway apron entering the property.  Access to the property will not
be closed at any time.

Thanks
Kyle

From: Larimore, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 1:23 PM
To: Smith, Corey J.; Baggerly, Steve; Schilke, Steven E; Ruiz, Vanessa V; Bochte, Kyle
Subject: RE: IL 47 (US 14 - Charles Road

Alright, so let me see if I have the information correctly.  You will be replacing the
existing sidewalk on the park property with a 10 foot wide shared use path (recreational
development).  The property within the LWCF boundary will not change ownership at
any time.  The access to the property within the LWCF boundary will not be closed at
any time.

So rather than any conversion of use, this will be development of a recreational element
within the LWCF boundary?

Kelly Larimore

Grant Administrator

Illinois Department of Natural Resources

Division of Grant Administration

One Natural Resources Way

Springfield, IL  62702

217-785-4153

From: Smith, Corey J.
Sent: Monday, November 27, 2017 4:16 PM
To: Larimore, Kelly <Kelly.Larimore@Illinois.gov>; Baggerly, Steve <Steve.Baggerly@illinois.gov>; Schilke, Steven E
<Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov>; Ruiz, Vanessa V <Vanessa.Ruiz@illinois.gov>; Bochte, Kyle <Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov>
Subject: RE: IL 47 (US 14 - Charles Road

Good afternoon Kelly,
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Sorry for the delayed response.  The driveway entrance should not need to be closed at any time during construction. IL
47 will remain open throughout construction.  Typically we include a general note stating that all driveway access points
must be maintained throughout the duration of construction.  Please let us know if you have any other questions.
Thanks!

Thanks,
Corey Smith, P.E.
Direct: 847.705.4103

From: Larimore, Kelly
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 3:17 PM
To: Baggerly, Steve; Smith, Corey J.; Schilke, Steven E; Ruiz, Vanessa V
Subject: FW: IL 47 (US 14 - Charles Road

FYI. I did not reply-all.

Kelly Larimore

Grant Administrator

Illinois Department of Natural Resources

Division of Grant Administration

One Natural Resources Way

Springfield, IL  62702

217-785-4153

From: Larimore, Kelly
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 3:14 PM
To: Bochte, Kyle <Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov>
Subject: RE: IL 47 (US 14 - Charles Road

Hello Kyle,

I guess my next question would be, will the project pose any restriction on access to the
grant assisted site?  LWCF grant # 17-00727 is the number of the parcel in question
according to our files (boundary maps are identical).  On the map that you have
attached, the grant boundary was extended to include a section of another parcel due to
one area of access for both sites.  Will this access be limited to the public during
construction?

Thank you,
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Kelly Larimore

Grant Administrator

Illinois Department of Natural Resources

Division of Grant Administration

One Natural Resources Way

Springfield, IL  62702

217-785-4153

From: Bochte, Kyle
Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2017 9:01 AM
To: Larimore, Kelly <Kelly.Larimore@Illinois.gov>
Cc: Baggerly, Steve <Steve.Baggerly@illinois.gov>; Smith, Corey J. <Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov>; Schilke, Steven E
<Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov>; Ruiz, Vanessa V <Vanessa.Ruiz@illinois.gov>
Subject: RE: IL 47 (US 14 - Charles Road

Good Morning Kelly,

Attached and below please find some information regarding this property.

It appears the Bates Park property was acquired around the same time as the Ryders Woods park was acquired.  Ryders
Woods is not affected by this project.   From all the data I see and recall, it looks like the Ryders Annex and Westwood
Acquisition was project # 17-00603.   The Westwood Park Addition which is now the Bates park has a Development Plan
identification number of 17-00727.

Also attached please find an email discussion regarding Bates park from Jan Nation showing that some previous project
discussion has been had about Bates park.

Please let me know if you need anything else.

Thanks,
Kyle

Kyle R. Bochte
Illinois Department of Transportation | Bureau of Programming
Consultant Studies Unit | Project Engineer
201 West Center Court | Schaumburg, IL 60196
Phone: (847) 705-4088
kyle.bochte@illinois.gov

From: Larimore, Kelly
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2017 10:15 AM
To: Bochte, Kyle
Cc: Baggerly, Steve
Subject: IL 47 (US 14 - Charles Road
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Good Morning Mr. Bochte,

Do you happen to have the grant number associated with this property?

Thank you,

Kelly Larimore

Grant Administrator

Illinois Department of Natural Resources

Division of Grant Administration

One Natural Resources Way

Springfield, IL  62702

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof,
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure.













DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CHICAGO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS

231 SOUTH LASALLE STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604-1437

   REPLY TO

   ATTENTION OF:

June 15, 2018
Technical Services Division
Regulatory Branch
LRC-2010-643

SUBJECT:  NEPA/404 Merger Process Comments on the Environmental Assessment for the
FAP 326 Illinois Route 47, US Route 14 to Charles Road Project, McHenry County, Illinois

Catherine Batey
Federal Highway Administration
3250 Executive Park Drive
Springfield, Illinois 62703

Dear Ms. Batey:

This letter is in response to Federal Highway Administration and Illinois Department of
Transportation’s request that the Department of the Army (Corps) provide comments on the
Environmental Assessment for the FAP 326 Illinois Route 47, US Route 14 to Charles Road
Project (EA).  The review of this project started under the terms and conditions as set forth in the
“Statewide Implementation Agreement National Environmental Policy Act And Clean Water Act
Section 404 Concurrent NEPA/404 Processes For Transportation Projects in Illinois” and the
Corps concurred on the Purpose and Need Statement.  However, the project was later withdrawn
from the NEPA/404 process due to the reduced amount of proposed impact to Waters of the
United States and the anticipation that the project would be reviewed under a Regional Permit.

Following a review of the EA, the Corps provides the following comments:

1. Best Management Practices (BMP) for the Preferred Alternative

The permit application will need to provide a detailed BMP proposal that includes
information on what efforts were made to prevent storm water from discharging directly into
Waters of the United States.  For example, stormwater outfalls should be located as far from the
resource as possible.  All wetlands and streams should be labelled in the BMP proposal.

2. Water Resources Impacts

In addition to indicating whether proposed impacts are permanent or temporary, please
make sure to qualify each proposed impact.  Avoidance and minimization should also be
discussed.  This information could be presented in the form of a table.
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3. Proposed Mitigation

The EA states that a mitigation ratio of 1.5:1 will be applied to all non-ADID wetlands
and a mitigation ratio of 3:1 will be applied to HQAR wetlands.  There are instances where
mitigation ratio of up to 6:1 are applied for ADID wetlands, typically for wetland with high
habitat value ADID classification. Note that stream mitigation will be required for areas that are
considered stream loss.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  If you have any questions, please contact
Julie Rimbault of my staff by telephone at 312-846-5542, or email at
Julie.C.Rimbault@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

Diedra McLaurin
Team Lead, West Section
Regulatory Branch

Copy Furnished:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (Ken Westlake)
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Shawn Cirton)
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (Natalia Jones)
Illinois Department of Transportation (Anthony Quigley)
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AGENDA ITEM #6 

 

ILLINOIS ROUTE 47 

US ROUTE 14 TO CHARLES ROAD 

McHenry County 

P-91-007-09 

 

October 7, 2009 

 

 

This is the first presentation for this project. The purpose of this meeting was to introduce the project 

and schedule, discuss the public involvement efforts, and to begin the discussion for the environmental 

processing required for this project.  

 

Project Overview 

The project is a Phase I study of Illinois Route 47, which runs north-south through McHenry County.  

The study extends from US Route 14 approximately five miles to the north to Charles Road through the 

City of Woodstock.  The existing corridor is a primarily urban roadway comprised of one lane in each 

direction with a center two-way turn lane.  Land use is diverse along the corridor, with mainly 

commercial buildings at the south, transitioning to residential and institutional uses to the north.  The far 

northern project limit is located in a rural setting with mixed residential and agricultural uses.  Exhibits 

handed out at the meeting include a project location map, McHenry County wetland location map, and 

an aerial exhibit showing the project corridor and flood plain areas. 

 

Also discussed was the breakdown of who was working on the Public Involvement portion of the  

project.  Subconsultants Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. will serve as a public involvement 

resource with Images, Inc. to lead the development of the public involvement program.   

 

Strand stated this is a Context Senstive Solutions (CSS) project and is scheduled to last approximately 

four years.  The anticipated scope of work is an add lanes to Illinois Route 47.  The exact scope of the 

project is unknown at this point pending the results of the CSS process.  The project schedule should be 

submitted in a EA Timeframe Agreement format. 

 

Stakeholder Involvement Plan 

Strand stated that the draft Stakeholder Involvement Plan (SIP) would be provided to BDE/FHWA by 

mid-October, with the hope of approval by early November.  BDE stated that the typical review process 

for the intial SIP is two rounds, and therefore the SIP may not be approved by the November goal. 

 

The public involvement will include a Citizen Advisory Group, one on one meetings, three public 

meetings, one public hearing, a project website and four newsletters publications.  Project initiation 

letters will be sent out by the District shortly. 

  



 

AGENDA ITEM #6 (Continued) 

October 7, 2009 

 

 

 

Environmental Processing 

Strand gave an introduction to the environmental aspect of the project, indicating that preliminary 

findings have located flood plain areas, wetland areas, approximately 16 LUST sites and one CERCLIS 

site along the corridor.  Since the project was advertised as an Environmental Asssessment (EA), the 

project may be required to go through the formal NEPA/404 concurrence process.  FHWA asked if any 

historical districts had been identified and Strand indicated there are likely historic properties along the 

corridor and the Historical Association, but do not at this time have information on the location of any 

Historic Districts. 

 

Mir Mustafa, Ojas Patel/Darcie Gabrisko, Adam Moline - Strand Associates 
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AGENDA ITEM #11 
 

ILLINOIS ROUTE 47 

US ROUTE 14 TO CHARLES ROAD 

McHenry County 

P-91-007-09 

 

April 14, 2010 
 

 

This is the second presentation for this project. The last presentation was held on October 7, 2009.  The 

purpose of this meeting was to reintroduce the project with a status report, including a presentation of 

the public involvement efforts, and to identify the design criteria to be used for this project.  

 

1. Project Overview 

 

Strand introduced the project.  The project is a Phase I study of Illinois Route 47, which runs north-south 

through McHenry County.  The study extends from US Route 14 approximately five miles to the north 

to Charles Road through the City of Woodstock.   

 

Strand stated this is a Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) and includes an extensive public outreach 

program.  A project website is available at www.il47woodstockstudy.com . 

 

2. Public Involvement Updates 

 

Strand presented an overview of the public involvement efforts conducted to date.   

 

The Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meeting #1 was held January 21, 2010 and included project 

introduction and a data gathering workshop.  This workshop culminated in the identification of issues 

and concerns regarding the corridor.  Major issues identified by the CAG included congestion, the 

Union Pacific railroad bridge, right of way impacts, alternative transportation and safety.  A summary 

list of the CAG #1 findings was presented at the meeting. 

 

Public Meeting #1 was held February 3, 2010, and was a project introduction and data gathering 

meeting.  This meeting was open house format, allowing stakeholders to view a presentation and to 

provide comments on an aerial plot of the corridor.  This effort culminated in the receipt of 251 

comments.  Major issues identified included congestion, right of way impacts, pedestrian access, safety, 

the Union Pacific railroad bridge and the desire for evaluating a potential bypass route.  A summary list 

of the comments per category and a detailed list of all written comments submitted was presented at the 

meeting. 

 

The CAG meeting #2 was held March 18, 2010 and included a presentation of corridor deficiencies and 

development of the Problem Statement.  Corridor deficiencies identified include roadway capacity, 

roadway geometrics, safety/crashes, and alternative forms of transportation.  The Problem Statement 

was developed from CAG meeting #1 and Public Meeting #1 comments and presented in draft form.  At 

the CAG meeting #2, comments were provided  and the Problem Statement was revised.  The final 

Problem Statement was presented at the meeting for review and comment as necessary. 



 

 

 

3. Design Criteria Selection – Urban vs. Suburban SRA Criteria 

 

Strand inquired as to what design criteria should be utilized for this project.  Illinois Route 47 is an SRA 

route, and therefore will follow the SRA criteria as outlined in chapter 46 of the BDE manual.  This 

criteria is further divided into sub sections (urban, suburban and rural) which are based on adjacent land 

uses and densities.  Strand proposed urban criteria from US 14 to Ware Road, and Suburban criteria 

north of Ware Road to Charles Road.  Urban criteria will be used for the majority of the project due to 

restrictive existing ROW, density close to the 5 households per acre limit defined by the BDE manual, 

and numerous driveways and access points located in this section.  Suburban criteria is used north of 

Ware Road because the City of Woodstock’s comprehensive plan and code requirements show the area 

north of Ware Road and adjacent to Illinois Route 47 as residential development not exceeding 5 units 

per Acre in overall density .This is consistent with the suburban criteria.  All in attendance agreed with 

the design criteria to be utilized as proposed. 

 

4. Next Steps 

 

The next steps for this project will be to develop the draft Purpose and Need and to begin developing 

alternatives.  Citizen Advisory Group meeting #3 and Public Meeting #2 will cover these topics and are 

planned for late June and July respectively. 

 

Ojas Patel/Darcie Gabrisko, Adam Moline – Strand Associates 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #4 
 

ILLINOIS ROUTE 47 

US ROUTE 14 TO CHARLES ROAD 

McHenry County 

P-91-007-09 

 

July 14, 2010 
 

 

This is the third presentation for this project. The purpose of this meeting was to reintroduce the project 

with a status report, including a short term plan of the upcoming public involvement efforts, NEPA/404 

merger coordination plans, and to present highlights from the Purpose and Need which was submitted to 

BDE and FHWA on June 21, 2010 and is concurrently under review.   

 

1. Project Overview 

 

Strand introduced the project.  The project is a Phase I study of Illinois Route 47, which runs south to 

north through McHenry County.  The study extends from US Route 14 approximately five miles to the 

north to Charles Road through the City of Woodstock.   

 

Gathering of corridor deficiencies is complete and culminated in the creation of the project Purpose and 

Need.  The Purpose and Need was previously submitted and currently under review with BDE/FHWA.  

The next phase of the project will begin the development of corridor alternatives. 

 

These corridor alternatives will be developed with the aid of the Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG) and 

the general public.  Development of alternatives will be facilitated via a workshop at public involvement 

meetings.  The next CAG meeting will be held on September 1, 2010 and the public meeting #2 will be 

September 15, 2010.  The draft Purpose and Need document will also be presented at these meetings. 

 

Strand is currently planning to present the project at the September 2010 NEPA/404 merger meeting. 

The purpose of this meeting is to introduce the project and to submit the Purpose and Need for review.  

As specific impacts have not yet been identified, the need for an individual 404 permit has not been 

determined.  IDOT stated it was best to continue with the NEPA/404 merger process until it was 

determined the project did not require it. The February 2011 meeting will be targeted for Purpose and 

Need concurrence. 

 

2. Purpose and Need Highlights 

 

Strand presented an overview of the previously submitted Purpose and Need document.  This summary 

covered the main points of the report.  A summary of the points presented are as follows: 

 

• Safety Deficiencies - In the study period (2006-2008) there were 635 crashes.  Of these, 60.3% 

were rear-end crashes, which typically indicates high levels of congestion leading to conflicts.  

Eighty three percent of crashes were property damage only.  There were no fatalities and 10 

Type A injuries. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Corridor continuity – Based on current plans, IL Route 47 from Interstate Route 90 to US Route 

14 will have two through lanes in each direction.  The existing configuration, one lane in each 

direction, is not consistent with the corridor from I-90 to the Wisconsin border. 

 

• Increasing delays/congestion – In the existing condition four intersections have a level of service 

(LOS) D.  In the 2030 future no-build condition, 2 intersections have a LOS D, 1 LOS E, and 3 

have a LOS F.  Future queues (95
th

 percentile) become excessive approaching a ½ mile in length 

in several locations.    

 

• Lack of access management – There are 190 driveways and 31 intersections in the corridor, and 

generally no access management.  There are a few locations controlled by right-in, right-out but 

overall turning movements are not controlled or restricted which contributes to congestion and 

traffic conflicts. 

 

• Lack of pedestrian/bicycle accommodations – Sidewalk exists intermittently throughout the 

corridor and there are no bike paths.  The roadway width is not adequate to accommodate 

bicyclists.  These deficiencies limit options for pedestrians wishing to utilize IL Route 47 for 

travel.  

 

• Geometric deficiencies – There are six major intersections on a skew of at least 15 degrees. 

Three of these intersections exceed 30 degrees.  There is a deficient vertical curve at Ware Road. 

 

 

Mir Mustafa, Ojas Patel/Darcie Gabrisko – Strand Associates, Inc. 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #9 
 

ILLINOIS ROUTE 47 

US ROUTE 14 TO CHARLES ROAD 

McHenry County 

P-91-007-09 

 

April 13, 2011 
 

 

This is the fourth presentation for this project. The last presentation was on July 14, 2010.  The purpose 

of this meeting was to reintroduce the project with a status report, present changes to the Purpose and 

Need, present the preliminary Range of Alternatives, and discuss the approach to upcoming NEPA/404 

merger coordination plans. 

 

1. Project Overview 

 

The project is a Phase I study of Illinois Route 47, which runs in a north/south direction through 

McHenry County.  The study extends from US Route 14 approximately five miles to the north to 

Charles Road through the City of Woodstock.   

 

The Purpose and Need was recently revised to incorporate 2040 traffic projections, which were 

discussed later in the presentation.  The project is currently in the alternatives development phase.  

 

The next public involvement meeting will be Citizen Advisory Group meeting #4 and will be held on 

May 12, 2011.  This meeting will present the new 2040 traffic projections, present the preliminary 

Range of Alternatives, and develop evaluation criteria. 

 

2. Purpose and Need Revision - 2040 Traffic Numbers 

 

Strand presented new 2040 traffic projections that were incorporated into the previously submitted 

Purpose and Need document.  2040 projections were provided from CMAP in conjunction with the 

development of a local subarea model of Woodstock.  This model was created to more accurately model 

future traffic and the affects of bypass alternative scenarios that were suggested in previous public 

involvement efforts.  CMAP is projecting a high growth rate for this region, with households increasing 

49 percent and employment increasing 34 percent.  The 2040 ADT’s were shown on a schematic view 

of the corridor for each alternative.  The future no build (2040) traffic numbers were modeled in HCS. 

The resulting delay and LOS for each intersection was provided in table format.   

 

3. Preliminary Range of Alternatives 

 

Strand presented the preliminary Range of Alternatives.  These alternatives were split into the following 

categories: Do Nothing, Existing IL Route 47 alignment options, additional options for existing 

alignment alternatives, and bypass alternatives.  The existing IL Route 47 alignment option has sub 

alternates A1, two lanes in each direction with a two-way left turn lane, and A2, two lanes each direction 

with a 16’ barrier median.  Both A1 and A2 alternatives have two lanes in each direction and a 22’  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #9 (Continued) 

April 13, 2011 

 

 

barrier median from Ware Road to Charles road.  Additional options for existing alignment alternatives 

include sidewalk on one side of the road and shared use path on the other, and roundabout intersections 

at five locations.  There are four bypass alternatives.  Bypass alternative B1 is a full western bypass 

utilizing US Route 14 to Lamb Road to Charles Road.  Bypass alternative B2 is a full eastern bypass 

utilizing Zimmerman Road, new alignment, and Raffel Road.  Bypass alternative B3 is a one-way 

couplet from Southview Drive to St. John’s Road.  Bypass alternative B4 is a one-way couplet from 

Irving Avenue to St. John’s Road.   

 

A figure was provided showing the alternatives in schematic form.  IDOT suggested for the public 

meetings that each alternative not be shown in schematic form with ADT’s, but rather with a footprint of 

the alternative or an indication of the number of lanes required at each segment. 

 

4. Approach to NEPA coordination meetings 

 

Strand will be presenting at the June 2011 NEPA/404 merger meeting for Purpose and Need 

concurrence. Also at this meeting, Strand will present the Full Range of Alternatives from item 3 above.  

Even though the CMAP traffic volumes for the west and east bypass alternative do not appear to 

significantly reduce traffic on existing IL Route 47 alignment, they will remain alternative options at this 

time. The September 2011 meeting will be targeted for Alternatives to be Carried Forward concurrence. 

 

Mir Mustafa, Ojas Patel/Adam Moline – Strand Associates, Inc. 

 

 
 



AGENDA ITEM #14 
 

ILLINOIS ROUTE 47 
US ROUTE 14 TO CHARLES ROAD 

McHenry County 
P-91-007-09 

 
September 18, 2013 

 
This is the fifth presentation for this project. The last presentation was on April 13, 2011.  The 
purpose of this meeting was to reintroduce the project with a status report, present the Range of 
Alternatives eliminated and remaining, and discuss the upcoming steps and public involvement 
plans. 
 
1. Project Coordination Update 
 
The project is a Phase I study of Illinois Route 47, which runs in a north/south direction through 
McHenry County.  The study extends from US Route 14 approximately five miles to the north to 
Charles Road through the City of Woodstock.   
 
The consultant provided a history of recent public meeting topics. Advisory group meeting 
number 4 in May 2011 identified evaluation criteria, including addressing the corridor needs but 
also considering environmental impacts and access for pedestrians.  Additional criteria added at 
this meeting included utility impacts, costs, future flexibility and a sense of urgency to move to 
construction. 
 
NEPA 404 merger meeting number 2 was held in June 2011.  The project received purpose and 
need concurrence and the full range of alternatives were presented.  This was the final NEPA 
404 merger meeting for this project, as environmental data demonstrated that an individual 
permit was not likely and this project has exited the NEPA 404 merger process. 
 
Community Advisory Group (CAG) meeting 5 was held in March 2012 to present refined on-
alignment alternatives.  All bypass routes were eliminated at this point from further consideration 
due to their insufficient reduction of traffic levels for the corridor.  This meeting focused on 
implementation of possible access management principles.  Items discussed included access 
management locations, roundabouts versus traffic signals, and pedestrian accommodations. 
 
One on one business meetings were held in June 2012.  Every business owner and operator along 
the corridor (95 owners, 215 properties) were invited and given exhibits for possible combined 
access.  Data was gathered for site usage and delivery information.  Approximately 22 owners 
attended the meeting and an additional 7 responses were received via mail questionnaire.  This 
information led to an access management concept plan that will be used to encourage the City to 
pursue these plans with businesses. 
 
 
 



AGENDA ITEM #14 (Continued)  

September 18, 2013 
 
 
2. Alternatives 
 
This project is at the Alternatives to be Carried Forward phase of the project.  The purpose and 
need was reintroduced for reference.  The major needs for the corridor include addressing safety, 
capacity, access management, bicycle and pedestrian accommodations, and geometric 
deficiencies. 
 
The full range of alternatives was presented. These alternatives were split into the following 
categories: Do Nothing, bypass, or on-alignment.   
 
There were four bypass alternatives.  Bypass alternative B1 was a full western bypass utilizing 
US Route 14 to Lamb Road to Charles Road.  Bypass alternative B2 was a full eastern bypass 
utilizing Zimmerman Road, new alignment, and Raffel Road.  Bypass alternative C1 was a one-
way couplet from Southview Drive to St. John’s Road, and C2 was Southview to Ware.  Bypass 
alternative C3 was a one-way couplet from Irving Avenue to St. John’s Road, and C4 was Irving 
to Ware.   
 
The modeling results were compiled from traffic received from CMAP.  The bypass alternatives 
did not draw enough traffic away from the existing IL Route 47 corridor to avoid expansion of 
the roadway. Therefore, all bypass alternatives have been eliminated from further consideration. 
 
The existing IL Route 47 alignment option includes two lanes each direction with a 18’ barrier 
median from US 14 to Ware Road with Urban criteria and 22’ barrier median from Ware Road to 
Charles Road with suburban criteria.  Additional options for existing alignment alternatives 
include sidewalk on one side of the road and shared use path on the other, and roundabout 
intersections at five locations.   
 
Recent meetings have been held with IDOT programing, geometrics and traffic to fully develop 
the five roundabout concepts that are being carried forward at five intersections.  These five 
intersections include Lake, McConnell, Irving/Judd, Ware, and Charles.  There has been broad 
support from the advisory group for the roundabout alternatives, including McHenry County and 
the City of Woodstock.  A discussion of each roundabout location follows. 
 
Lake Avenue and McConnell Road Roundabouts 
 
The concept of these back to back roundabouts is to help correct issues with the existing skewed 
intersections and avoid the costly replacement of the existing railroad bridge.  There is 
approximately 800’ between intersections, which are currently both signalized.  Two 
roundabouts will help with operations when compared to having two signals.  Additionally, the 
roadway between the roundabouts passes beneath the existing Union Pacific railroad structure.  
The existing opening is 52’ wide, and any signalized intersection will require auxiliary lanes 
which will exceed the clear opening and therefore necessitate bridge replacement.   
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The replacement of the bridge will also necessitate a temporary track and structure to 
accommodate train traffic during construction.   
 
The concept for this temporary structure and track was presented briefly.  It would need to be 
accommodated on the south side of the tracks due to geometric constraints and as directed by the 
Union Pacific Railroad.   The cost of the proposed bridge and shoo fly accommodations is 
approximately $30 million from previous studies.  This number does not include the right of way 
acquisition and impacts on 5 to 8 businesses affected by the shoo fly. 
 
The roundabout alternative would only require four through lanes underneath the bridge, and 
presents an opportunity to save the existing railroad bridge and avoid the impacts and cost.  Four 
(4)  12’ lanes are initially shown.  This would leave only room for the through lanes and curb and 
gutter.  A separate side shared use path tunnel is proposed to be bored underneath the railroad on 
the east side to accommodate bicycle traffic. 
 
Initial benefits include the safety improvements to the skewed intersections and utilizing the 
existing bridge opening.  The traffic modeling results were available - the modeling shows the 
intersections work as roundabouts.  Level of service is “F” at Lake Avenue when looking at the 
coordinated Synchro model, however this program is much more conservative as it uses HCM 
gap values.  Better results are seen with Sidra modeling. 
 
Judd Street / Irving Avenue Roundabout 
 
This existing signalized intersection has an extremely skewed geometry.  A roundabout 
alternative here would aid in addressing the skew and improving safety.  The traffic modeling 
results were available - the modeling shows the intersection works as a roundabout.  This 
roundabout poses several benefits to correct the geometry issues.   
 
Ware Road Roundabout 
 
This existing minor-leg stop controlled intersection is 650’ from the adjacent Russel Court 
intersection which is signalized.  A roundabout alternative here would aid in operations between 
the closely spaced intersections.  The traffic modeling results were available - the modeling 
shows the intersection works as a roundabout.  Further coordination with IDOT geometrics and 
traffic is necessary to see if this intersection will be carried forward for consideration. 
 
Charles Road Roundabout 
 
This existing all-way stop controlled intersection is a high speed rural intersection.  A 
roundabout alternative here would improve safety by reducing conflict points for traffic.  This 
roundabout would be designed as a high-speed roundabout to slow traffic entering the 
intersection.  The current posted speed limit on Charles Road is 55 mph.   
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The current posted speed limit on IL 47 is 50 mph.  The traffic modeling results were available - 
the modeling shows the intersection works as a roundabout.  This roundabout poses several 
benefits to safety at a rural intersection.   
 
FHWA asked if there would be a formal submittal of the geometry following this meeting.  After 
this alternatives are refined with IDOT, there will be a formal submittal. 
 
3. Next Steps 
 
The refined alternatives, including the intersections mentioned above, will be presented at the 
next CAG meeting.  They will also be presented with the full range of alternatives at public 
meeting #3.  A recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a BDE/FHWA 
coordination meeting for approval.  CAG meeting #7 will evaluate the preferred alternative, 
followed by the public hearing. 
 
BDE and FHWA agreed with the project proceeding ahead as discussed above. 
 
 
Cary Lewis/Kimberly Murphy - IDOT 
Adam Moline/Darcie Grabisko – Strand Associates, Inc. 
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June 11, 2014 

 

 

This is the sixth presentation for this project. The last presentation was on September 18, 2013.  

The purpose of this meeting was to reintroduce the project with a status report, present the On-

Alignment Alternatives , discuss the potential Section 4(f) and 6(f) locations, and discuss the 

upcoming steps and public involvement plans. 

 

Project Coordination Update 

 

The project is a Phase I study of Illinois Route 47, which runs in a north/south direction through 

McHenry County.  The study extends from US Route 14 approximately five miles to the north to 

Charles Road through the City of Woodstock. A bypass around the City of Woodstock was 

analyzed but later dismissed because it did not deter enough drivers from using Illinois Route 47. 

The potential for roundabouts or standard traffic signals are being compared at three 

intersections. One intersection is being analyzed for a roundabout or a four way stop and one 

intersection is being analyzed for a roundabout or a stop control on the minor leg only. At all five 

intersections, the roundabout yielded a better level of service than its alternative. Roll plots of 

both alternatives were used to display the corridor. 

 

SAI provided a history of recent public meeting topics. Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meeting 

number 6 was held on May 15, 2014. The CAG group unanimously supported the roundabout 

alternative at all five intersections.  A meeting on June 10, 2014 was held with the Woodstock 

Police and Fire Chiefs. A meeting was also held on June 10, 2014 with Woodstock School 

District 200 representatives. Attendees at both meetings were comfortable with the roundabout 

alternative. Public Meeting #3 is scheduled for July 9
th

, 2014 to be held at the Challenger 

Learning Center in Woodstock from 4pm to 7pm. 

 

Potential Section 4(f) and 6(f) Lands 

 

There are four publicly owned sites along the corridor. A packet with locations and pictures of 

each site was given to all. There is a proposed 10-foot shared-use path on the east side of the 

roadway five foot behind the face of the curb and gutter.  A 5-foot sidewalk on the west side of 

the roadway is also proposed. 
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The first parcel discussed was Bates Park. This is a potential Section 6(f) site.  Bates Park was 

purchased with LAWCON funds. The City of Woodstock is the jurisdictional agency for the 

park. The City is currently using the north west part of the property as a water treatment plant. 

The parcel has an existing 5-foot sidewalk outside the existing right of way. The sidewalk is 

offset to avoid mature trees.  

 

There are three alternatives to consider at Bates Park. 

 

Alternative 1 – Match the proposed path to the existing sidewalk at the edges of the property.  

This will leave the 5 foot sidewalk on the parcel and leave a “gap” in the shared use path across 

this parcel.  A temporary occupancy would still be necessary to grade the entrance drives on the 

property.  This approach would not be supported by the City of Woodstock because they do not 

want a gap in the connectivity of the shared use path.  Also the City’s development plan for 

Bates Park includes more connectivity of bike paths to the parcel. 

 

Alternative 2 – Continue the proposed shared use path across the parcel at the same setback from 

the face of curb as is proposed for the rest of the corridor.  This would provide the minimum 

square foot area of impact to Bates Park when installing a shared use path.  However, this would 

impact the existing mature trees on the parcel that were likely avoided when originally installing 

the sidewalk that currently exists on the property.  A temporary occupancy would still be 

necessary to grade the entrance drives on the property. 

 

Alternative 3 – Continue the proposed shared use path across the parcel following the alignment 

of the existing sidewalk avoiding the trees. This alternative increases the square foot area of 

impact to Bates Park, but accomplishes the City’s desire for the shared use path and avoids 

damages to the existing trees on the property. A temporary occupancy would still be necessary to 

grade the entrance drives on the property. 

 

There was discussion that alternative number 3 would be the best choice for the property and 

would also be a betterment to the parcel.  It was discussed that a temporary occupancy could be 

used to construct the path and the driveway entrances.  However, this should be confirmed with 

the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR).  If acceptable, this would not be 

considered a Section 4(f) or 6(f) use.  There was also discussion of a maximum time frame of 

temporary occupancy for construction.  This time frame should be determined and a commitment 

made to construct the improvements on the Bates Park parcel within the time allowed. 

 

Post Meeting Note (7/25/2014): 
After further coordination with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) it was determined 

that since the proposed roadway improvements are constructed within the existing right-of-way 

and the only impact to Bates Park would be to upgrade the existing sidewalk to a shared-use 

path, Bates Park will not be considered a Section 4(f) or 6(f) impact and therefore a De Minimis 

report will not be necessary. The FHWA determined that the shared-use path can be constructed  
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under temporary occupancy as no other right-of-way will be necessary.  The shared use path will 

replace the sidewalk as described in alternative number 3 above. 

 

Plans for the property should be sent by the District to IDNR for clarification.  An agreement 

letter from the City supporting the proposed approach will also be required.  

 

The next parcel discussed as a potential Section 4(f) property was the property on the west side 

of Illinois Route 47 at Russel Court. The Verda Dierzen Early Learning Center, Northwood 

Middle School, and Mary Endres Elementary School are all located on the property. The existing 

roadway right-of-way in this location is 40 feet and the proposed right-of-way is 60 feet. 

Permanent right-of-way would be required for the proposed sidewalk.  

 

The only land required would be from the grass parkway in front of the parking areas. No school 

parking areas would be affected. It was agreed that this parcel land will not be considered 

Section 4(f).   

 

The final two properties discussed as potential Section 4(f) land were those at the northeast and 

southeast quadrants of the intersection of Illinois Route 47 and Ware Road.  The northeast 

quadrant is currently undeveloped but McHenry County, the owner of the land, plans to expand 

their current courthouse and County facilities located south of the intersection north to this 

location. The land at the southeast quadrant of the intersection is also owned by McHenry 

County and is the location of the McHenry County Government Center. It was agreed upon that 

neither property would be classified as Section 4(f) property because they are not open 24 hours 

and are not currently used for recreation purposes. 

 

Environmental Signoffs 

 

The botanical portion of the environmental signoffs is complete. The wetland delineation was 

completed. There are 17 wetland locations, five of which are isolated. Currently, the current 

wetlands impact is 0.8 acres. Approximately 34 acres of right-of way acquisition is currently 

proposed. The roundabout alternative impacts six commercial buildings and five residential 

buildings. The traffic signal and stop sign alternative impacts ten commercial buildings and six 

residential buildings. The increase in building impacts for the traffic signal and stop signs 

alternative is due to structure replacement necessary for the railroad bridge between Lake 

Avenue and McConnell Road. The replacement would require a temporary shoofly for the 

railroad track. There are 8 potential historic sites within the corridor. Six of the sites have small 

portions of right-of-way acquisition proposed.SAI will coordinate with the District on these 

potential 106 properties as this may impact the project schedule. 
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Next Steps 

 

The Purpose and Need, Full Range of Alternatives, and Alternatives Carried Forward will be 

presented at Public Meeting #3 July 9, 2014 at Challenger Learning Center. The preferred  

 

alternative will be presented at CAG meeting #7. The Public Hearing is targeted for the end of 

2014.  
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July 16, 2014 
 

 

This is the seventh presentation for this project. The last presentation was on June 11, 2014.  The 

purpose of this meeting was to give a project update including a summary of public meeting 

three, discuss environmental processing for the project, and discuss upcoming steps. 

 

1. Project Coordination Update 

 

The project is a Phase I study of Illinois Route 47, which runs in a north/south direction through 

McHenry County.  The study extends from US Route 14 approximately five miles to the north to 

Charles Road through the City of Woodstock. At the previous presentation of the project, 

alternatives to be presented at Public Meeting three, section 4(f) and section 6(f) properties were 

discussed. 
 

Strand and the Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) have recently met with the 

Woodstock Police and Woodstock Fire District, Woodstock Community School District 200, and 

State Representative Jack Franks. The project team received positive feedback regarding the 

proposed barrier median and roundabouts from all parties. The project team also learned what 

streets the Police Department, Fire District, and School District desired to have median breaks. 

 

2. Public Meeting #3 Summary 
 

Public meeting three was held on July 9, 2014 at Challenger Learning Center in Woodstock, IL. 

There were 75 attendees at the meeting. In general, feedback was positive toward the 

roundabouts. There was discussion about access points to parcels in the corridor. Businesses 

discussed the issue of deliveries to their parcels. The project team discussed existing drainage 

with local business and home owners to get a better understanding of the existing drainage 

patterns. The mayor of Woodstock attended the public meeting and was supportive of the 

roundabout and barrier median. Based on the feedback at the public meeting, the study team will 

proceed with the preferred alternative of five roundabout intersections and a barrier median. The 

Public Comment period is open until July 23, 2014, but we do not expect any surprises. 
 

3. Environmental Impacts and Processing Discussion 
 

The preferred alternative currently requires approximately 32 acres of right-of-way to be 

acquired over 273 parcels. Most parcels require minor strip right-of-way due to the widening and 

sidewalk. Approximately 0.18 acres of wetlands are located within the proposed ROW.  
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Less than that will actually be affected by the proposed project. Three parcels are currently 

proposed to be completely taken for the project because the parcel will no longer be useful. One 

building is residential and two are businesses. An additional six parcels have building impacts 

that may allow the parcel to be redeveloped once the project is constructed. Three of those 

buildings are residential and three are businesses. Nine total buildings are affected. With the 

exception of the standard mailings and advertisement, the project team has not yet approached 

the individual owners of the properties with affected buildings. An owner of a restaurant whose 

property is proposed to be acquired has been opposed to the project since the beginning of the 

project because of concerns the construction would have on the access to the business. One other 

building owner whose building will be affected with the proposed design is content with the 

proposal and is interested in rebuilding on his existing parcel. There has been little feedback 

from the other eight property owners. Certified letters will be sent to the property owners whose 

buildings are to be affected before the public hearing. The study team will investigate where 

there are available parcels for relocation within the corridor. There are no 4(f) properties affected 

with the project and one potential 6(f) to be affected. Eight potential historic sites were 

identified, four of which are proposed to be impacted. Impacts of all four involve minor right-of-

way taking for the sidewalk and temporary easements for grading purposes. The project team 

will send a plan sheet of all four historic sites to Vanessa Ruiz in order to get a final 

determination whether the sites must be processed as historic or not.  

 

The project was originally planned to be processed as an environmental assessment and started 

attending National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) meetings. The purpose and need was 

approved and the full range of alternatives were presented at the NEPA meetings. After traffic 

analyses were complete, the bypass alternatives were eliminated and the two remaining 

alternatives were on-alignment. This greatly reduced the proposed environmental impacts of the 

project, and the project was withdrawn from the NEPA process.  

 

It was agreed the project will be processed as an Abbreviated Environmental Assessment. The 

report will have an in depth section on the nine proposed building impacts. This includes 

researching the number of employees at each of the businesses with building impacts and 

identifying potential relocation areas. The project team will begin working on the abbreviated 

environmental assessment. 

 

4. Next Steps 

 

The project team will develop a Combined Design Report and present the preferred alternative at 

Citizen Advisory Group meeting #7. The Public Hearing is still targeted for the end of 2014. 
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This is the eighth presentation for this project. The last presentation was on July 16, 2014.  The purpose 

of this meeting was to give a project update including a summary of the business meeting, determine the 

need to perform a hot-spot analysis, and discuss upcoming steps. 

 

1. Project Coordination Update 

 

Draft Abbreviated Environmental Assessment and Combined Design Report are currently being 

developed. 

 

2. Business Owner Meeting 

 

A meeting was held with business owners located within the project limits on October 23, 2014. The 

purpose of the meeting was to present the preferred alternative to the attendees and request feedback on 

the design. The meeting was attended by 66 people. The current design includes barrier median and 

allows right-in right-out access to the businesses along the corridor. In general, the comments received 

at the meeting expressed concern regarding the impact of the proposed barrier median on business as 

well as suggested adjustments to median break locations, cross access, and delivery/truck management 

issues. . The proposed median breaks only accommodate passenger car U-turns. All five proposed 

roundabouts allow trucks to U-turn within the corridor. Businesses with a loading dock that requires 

trucks to back into the property could lose accessibility to the loading dock which may result in potential 

relocations. These impacts will be further evaluated as the project progresses.  

 

The project study team has met with the Woodstock Police Department, Woodstock Fire/Rescue 

District, and Woodstock School District 200 over the past year. The Woodstock Police Department and 

Woodstock Fire Rescue/District was supportive of the barrier median. The Woodstock Police 

Department mentioned during the meeting that most accidents within the corridor occur in the three lane 

flush section of the project. Woodstock Fire/Rescue District prefers the barrier median because drivers 

know they are required to pull over to the right.  In the areas where there is an existing two way left turn 

lane,  drivers often pull into the middle lane.  Woodstock School District 200 was supportive of the 

roundabout at Ware Road. Median break locations were adjusted per the agencies’ requests. 

 

The IL Route 47 project study team is requesting property owners present cross access agreements to the 

study team if they already exist and promoting property owners to work together to develop agreements 

during the project duration. This process will continue into the design phase of the corridor. Cross access 

agreements must be complete well in advance of the start of construction in order to be incorporated.  
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3. Hot Spot Analysis Determination 

 

The need to perform a project-level Hot Spot Analysis was discussed. A table showing the existing and 

proposed Average Daily Traffic values, truck percentages, and intersection level of service was 

provided. The need for the Hot-Spot Analysis had been discussed via email with attendees prior to the 

meeting. It was agreed upon that this project is in the category of Non-Exempt Projects That Are Not an 

Air Quality Concern, therefore a Hot-Spot Analysis is not necessary. Applicable language will be 

inserted into the Abbreviated Environmental Assessment. 

 

4. Next Steps 

 

The project team is developing the Abbreviated Environmental Assessment and the Combined Design 

Report. An Environmental Survey Request Addendum was recently submitted to incorporate additional 

areas for drainage requirements and Best Management Practices (BMPs). The draft Traffic Noise 

Analysis Report was submitted to IDOT. No noise abatement measures are anticipated for this project. 

The project study team is targeting a public hearing in spring of 2015.  
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This is the ninth presentation for this project. The last presentation was on November 19, 2014.
The purpose of this meeting was to give a project update including a summary of the recent
small group business meetings, discuss the preferred alternative from Ware Road to Charles
Road, and discuss upcoming steps.

1. Project Status Update
A brief project overview was given. This project is a Phase I study of approximately five miles of
IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of Woodstock, IL. The existing roadway is
primarily one lane in each direction separated by a two-way left-turn lane (TWLTL). The
preferred alternative from US 14 to Ware Road was approved at the July 16, 2014 FHWA
meeting and consists of two lanes in each direction separated by a raised curb median. The
purpose and need of the project includes safety, capacity, access management, pedestrian
accommodations, and geometric improvements. The average daily traffic (ADT) along the
corridor is 24,000 vehicles per day at the busiest part of the corridor. From US 14 to Ware
Road, a majority of the segment has a posted speed limit of 35 mph and a design speed of
40 mph.

A large range of alternatives were investigated as a part of this project, including bypass and
couplets. Following the traffic analysis of the different alternatives, the bypass and couplet
alternatives were dismissed because the alternative routes ultimately did not reduce the
projected traffic on IL 47 to eliminate the need for widening IL 47. After the off-alignment
alternatives were dismissed, the project withdrew from the NEPA process and on alignment
alternatives were carried forward for further investigation. The preferred alternative also includes
five proposed dual lane roundabouts. Roundabouts are proposed at the intersections of IL 47
with Lake Avenue and McConnell Road. These intersections are both existing signalized
intersections. The proposed roundabout design eliminates the need for reconstructing the Union
Pacific Railroad bridge located between the intersections, resulting in an estimated $30 million
savings as well as a shortened construction timeline and four fewer business relocations due to
the shoofly footprint. The preferred alternative is able to accommodate two lanes in each
direction underneath the railroad bridge by removing the existing sidewalk underneath the
bridge and installing a new pedestrian tunnel underneath the railroad east of the existing bridge.
The project study team has met with the Union Pacific railroad regarding this proposed tunnel
and they agree with the design concept. The detailed design of the Lake Avenue roundabout is
currently being reevaluated by the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and another
consultant in an attempt to eliminate the need to relocate a businesses located at the
intersection. Roundabouts are also proposed at the intersections of IL 47 and Judd Street, Ware
Road, and Charles Road. Judd Street is an existing signalized intersection with large skew,
Ware Road is an existing minor stop-controlled intersection, and Charles Road is an existing
four-way stop-controlled intersection. All five roundabouts have better traffic operations when
compared to their traditional intersection alternative. The current estimated construction cost for
the project is $78 million. Roll plots of the preferred alternative were displayed.
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At the FHWA meeting on July 16, 2014, it was agreed that an abbreviated Environmental
Assessment (EA) would be developed as the environmental document for this project with a
detailed description of the proposed property relocations associated with the widening. At that
meeting, a total of four residential properties and five commercial properties were proposed to
be relocated as part of the project. The current preferred alternative requires three residential
properties and seven commercial properties be relocated. One of the commercial properties
added as a relocation was a result of the jacking pit impacts and the addition of a detention
basin on a property who’s owner requested relocation. The project may result in one or two
additional relocations to be determined during the land acquisition process due to damages
associated with truck access to the property. A question was asked if any properties along or
near the corridor were identified as potential locations where relocated businesses could be
placed. The project study team did identify these potential locations. The City of Woodstock has
also offered assistance and incentives for the relocated businesses. The project will require
right-of-way (ROW) acquisition from approximately 273 parcels. The impacts to wetlands will
still be under one acre.

Bates Park, which is under the jurisdiction of the City of Woodstock, is located along the east
side of IL 47 within the project limits. The City of Woodstock requested the shared-use path
proposed on the east side of IL 47 continue through the Bates Park property. At the
June 11, 2014 FHWA meeting, it was agreed that a temporary occupancy would be used to
construct the shared-use path at the existing sidewalk location on the Bates Park property and
the impacts would not be considered Section 4(f) impacts. Therefore, there are no Section 4(f)
impacts associated with the project. Cultural clearance was received for the project on
September 16, 2016. An Environmental Survey Request addendum is necessary for additional
property impacts and a full Preliminary Environmental Site Assessment (PESA) update is
necessary due to the expired PESA.

As part of the preferred alternative, the project team was previously proposing to reduce the
speed limit from Ware Road to Charles Road from the existing 55 mph speed to 45 mph. This
was proposed because of potential future development along the segment. The previous
proposed typical section associated with this speed limit was two lanes in each direction
separated by raised curb median, raised curb running along the outside edges of pavement,
and a shared-use path on the east side of IL 47. A speed study was conducted for this segment
along IL 47 and alternatives were evaluated for a new proposed design speed and typical
section. The study team is now proposing a 50 mph design speed with varying 45 to 50 mph
posted speed limits. The proposed typical section is two lanes in each direction separated by a
mountable median, 10 foot outside paved shoulders, drainage ditches with some closed piping,
and a shared-use path on the east side of IL 47. These design and posted speeds match what
was recommended in the speed study. It was agreed that this design speed, posted speeds,
and typical section would be carried forward as the preferred alternative. A stub is proposed at
the west leg of the Ware Road roundabout to accommodate the future potential development as
well as provide potential future access for the schools located at the intersection.
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2. Small Group Business Owner Meetings Held December 2016 - February 2017
The project study team received opposition from attendees at a City of Woodstock Chamber of
Commerce business owner meeting held in October, 2014. As a result of the opposition, the
project study team organized 10 small group business owner meetings that took place from
December 2016 through February 2017. Two meetings were held per meeting day and
consisted of a brief PowerPoint presentation followed by small group discussions at tables. The
purpose of the meetings was to discuss impacts to specific properties, discuss access to the
properties, and promote cross access between neighboring properties. Businesses were invited
based on location along the corridor. The City of Woodstock played a vital role in the invitation
and coordination process for the meetings. City representatives walked the entire corridor,
gathering contact information for business and property owners. The City also had as many as
ten representatives attend the various meetings, including the mayor. The City is supportive of
the overall project.

A total of 121 business and property owners attended the meetings. Discussions during the
meetings typically addressed access to the properties, concerns regarding removed parking
stalls, and the fear of reduced business during construction. As a result of the meetings, median
break locations were added at two locations and access to an additional property was revised to
accommodate trucks backing into loading bays. Proposed median breaks along IL 47 from
IL 120 to Ware Road were not moved as a result of these meetings because the locations were
originally determined based on feedback received from the fire department, police department,
and school district. The project study team noticed many misconceptions associated with the
project.

Misconceptions included that bypass alternatives were still being investigated and were better
alternatives than the on-alignment alternative as well as the rumor that the proposed
roundabouts would not be able to accommodate truck traffic. Each of the roundabouts along
IL 47 were designed to accommodate through movements along IL 47 of an Oversize
Overweight, WB-92 truck. Following each meeting, the public was generally supportive of the
project as a whole, recognizing the need for widening along the corridor. Project information will
be posted on the project website in the near future now that the business meetings are
complete. IDOT also presented at the City of Woodstock City Council meeting held
February 21, 2017, which was attended by over 100 people. There were a few business owners
that spoke in opposition, but it was a controlled meeting and the City Council was still supportive
of the project.
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A question was asked whether the raised curb median is necessary and if a TWLTL is still being
evaluated. The inclusion of a raised curb median was originally investigated at the request of
the Citizens Advisory Group (CAG) as well as various public agencies, including the fire
department, City of Woodstock, and the school district. The raised curb median is a safer
alternative for drivers when compared to the TWLTL. Another consultant was tasked to
independently analyze 13 corridors in the Chicagoland area with similar characteristics to the
project corridor. Of the 13 corridors, seven include a TWLTL and six include a raised curb
median. The analysis found a 72 percent reduction in number of overall crashes and a 85
percent reduction in pedestrian related crashes for raised curb median when compared to the
TWLTL. The project study team also used the Highway Safety Manual (HSM) analysis tool to
predict the number of crashes that will occur within the IL 47 corridor if a TWLTL or raised curb
median is included as part of the preferred alternative. The analysis resulted in a predicted eight
percent reduction in overall crashes associated with the raised curb median when compared to
the TWLTL.

3. Environmental Assessment
The project study team is meeting in late march to finalize the project’s drainage design
concepts, particularly the segment from Ware Road to Charles Road. Following the meeting, the
project study team will quantify the ROW impacts associated with the preferred alternative and
submit the draft EA. The project team is targeting to submit the draft EA by the end of April
2017. FHWA and the Bureau of Design and Environment agreed the two agencies could review
the EA document concurrently to expedite the process.

4. Next Steps
Phase II design is funded for the project and consultants have been selected. The project team
is targeting to present the preferred alternative at the seventh project CAG meeting in summer
of 2017 and targeting to hold the public hearing in summer/fall of 2017. There were no further
questions or comments regarding the project.
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September 13, 2017

This is the tenth presentation for this project. The last presentation was on March 15, 2017.  The
purpose of this meeting was to give a project update including a summary of the drainage
design north of Ware Road, the Lake Avenue roundabout alternatives being investigated, and
the preferred alternative environmental impacts.

1. Project Status Update
A brief project overview was given. This project is a Phase I study of approximately five miles of
IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of Woodstock, IL. The existing roadway is
primarily one lane in each direction separated by a two-way left-turn lane (TWLTL). The
preferred alternative from US 14 to Ware Road consists of two lanes in each direction separated
by a raised curb median. The preferred alternative from Ware Road to Charles Road consists of
two lanes in each direction separated by a mountable median. Both typical sections were
approved at previous FHWA meetings.

During the March 15, 2017 FHWA meeting, the project study team mentioned that drainage
alternatives were being developed for the section north of Ware Road. The project study team
has since met with IDOT Bureau of Hydraulics to develop a preferred alternative. The preferred
alternative primarily consists of drainage ditches on each side of IL 47 and a shared-use path
located outside of the drainage ditch on the east side of IL 47. The shared-use path is shifted to
the inside of the drainage ditches on the east side of IL 47 near existing buildings to maximize
the distance between the shared-use path and buildings.

The existing culvert connecting a privately owned pond east of IL 47 to an unnamed Silver
Creek tributary west of IL 47 located just south of Cooney Drive is proposed to be reconstructed
as a part of the project. Due to the roadway widening, the existing berm controlling the pond
overtopping elevation will be removed. In order to minimize impacts to the pond, a retaining wall
is proposed at the back of the shared-use path and a weir wall is proposed east of the retaining
wall that will act as the new pond overtopping berm. The weir wall will have the same
overtopping location and elevation as the existing berm to minimize changes to the pond and
area hydraulics.

2. Preferred Alternative
IL 47 currently runs beneath the Union Pacific Railroad between the intersections of Lake
Avenue and McConnell Road. Both intersections are currently signalized. Because of the
proximity of the intersections, the intersections are required to be either both signalized or both
roundabouts to operate efficiently. The roundabout alternative allows for two lanes in each
direction underneath the existing Union Pacific Railroad bridge and does not require the railroad
bridge to be reconstructed. The signalized intersections alternative requires the railroad bridge
to be reconstructed and a temporary railroad shoofly be used while construction is taking place.
This shoofly and bridge reconstruction has an estimated cost of $30 million, requires additional
property relocations, and will increase the construction duration. Because of the reduced



number of property relocations, lower construction cost, shorter construction duration, and
improved operations, the roundabout alternative at both intersections was carried forward as the
preferred alternative.

The current preferred roundabout intersections developed for Lake Avenue and McConnell
Road require three commercial business relocations: 3 Brothers Restaurant at the southwest
corner of Lake Avenue, Mambo Car Wash at the southeast corner of McConnell Road, and
Dwight’s Auto at the northeast corner of McConnell Road. The project team has met with the
property/restaurant owner of 3 Brothers Restaurant both individually and in a public meeting
setting. The owner does not want to be relocated despite many offers for relocation assistance
by the project team and tax incentives by the City of Woodstock.

Because the owner of 3 Brothers Restaurant is so opposed to being relocated, the project study
team has recently investigated several geometric alternatives for the Lake Avenue roundabout
that would not require the relocation. Due to critical flaws in a majority of the alternatives, only
one alternative other than the current preferred alternative remains. Exhibits were displayed
showing the current preferred alternative as well as the new alternative developed. The new
alternative consists of relocating the awning at the current restaurant entrance on the east side
of the building and moving the front entrance of the restaurant to a different part of the building.
The project study team does not believe the awning provides any structural support of the
building. A figure was displayed showing the existing awning of the building. Removing the
awning and moving the front entrance could provide sufficient space to accommodate the
roundabout. Further geometric analysis must be completed to confirm this is a viable alternative.
If the geometrics are acceptable, this alternative will be proposed to the City of Woodstock for
consideration.

Moving the front entrance of a restaurant along a state route to prevent property relocation was
completed as a part of the LaGrange Road (US 45) reconstruction project in Orland Park, IL.
Figures were displayed of the aerial and street view of Petey’s Restaurant at the southwest
corner of the intersection of US 45 and 159th Street (US 6) prior to the US 45 reconstruction. In
these figures, the existing entrance to the building was located at the northeast corner of the
property, near the intersection corner. Figures were also displayed of the new aerial and street
view of Petey’s Restaurant. As a part of the US 45 reconstruction, the front entrance was moved
to the southeast corner of the building to prevent property relocation.

3. Environmental Assessment
The project study team submitted the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) to the IDOT Bureau
of Design and Environment (BDE) for review. Following the review, the project study team will
address BDE comments received for the EA and submit to FHWA for review. Following the
FHWA review, the project study team will address FHWA comments received and prepare the
EA document for signature.

4. Environmental Impacts
Environmental impacts for the project were included in the draft EA. Environmental impacts
include 33.3 acres of permanent right-of-way and 15.2 acres of temporary easement. Eleven
properties (eight commercial buildings and three residential houses) are proposed to be
relocated as a part of the project. 0.31 acres of wetland impacts are proposed to be impacted.
Figures displaying the location of proposed property relocations and wetland impacts were
displayed. A total of 16.2 acres of farmland are proposed to be impacted north of Ware Road
due to the additional right-of-way required as a part of a rural cross section.



Bates Park, which was purchased using OSLAD funds, is located on the east side of IL 47
within the project limits. A temporary easement is proposed on Bates Park property to replace
the existing sidewalk with the proposed shared-use path. No permanent right-of-way is
proposed on the property. The City of Woodstock is the owner of Bates Park and is supportive
of the improvements to the property. At a previous FHWA meeting, it was agreed that a
temporary occupancy would be used at Bates Park to prevent the need for a Section 4(f)
deMinimis coordination. A temporary occupancy letter will be sent to the City of Woodstock
regarding the property impacts. Post meeting note: It was recommended by FHWA that further
coordination be done with IDNR to ensure Section 6(f) clearance at Bates Park. The contact at
IDNR is Steve Baggerly and/or Adrian Walker.

A recent survey was completed along IL 47 for suitable habitat for the Blandings Turtle. Habitat
suitable for the Blandings Turtle was found along the south side of Charles Road approximately
3200 feet west of IL 47. This suitable habitat is approximately 2300 feet west of the proposed
construction limits. It was concluded the suitable habitat will not be impacted as a part of this
project. A survey was also completed for the Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid in July 2012 and it
was concluded the orchid is not within the IL 47 project limits. The project area was also
surveyed for potential suitable habitat for the Northern long-eared bat. No suitable habitat was
found and it was concluded the Northern long-eared bat is not within the project limits.
Therefore, no threatened or endangered species are proposed to be impacted as a part of this
project.

5. Next Steps
The project study team is holding the seventh CAG meeting for the project on October 19, 2017.
The purpose of the meeting is to present the preferred alternative and project environmental
impacts. The project study team is also targeting to host the Public Hearing in November, 2017,
which will require the EA to be signed prior to the meeting.



AGENDA ITEM #2

Illinois Route 47
US Route 14 to Charles Road

McHenry County
P-91-007-09

June 12, 2018

Project Status Update

This is the eleventh presentation for this project.  The last presentation was on
September 13, 2017.  The purpose of this meeting was to give a project update, including a
summary of the recent Public Hearing and next steps.  A brief project overview was given.  This
project is a Phase I study of approximately five miles of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) from
US Route 14 (US 14) to Charles Road in the City of Woodstock, IL.  The existing roadway is
primarily one lane in each direction separated by a two-way left-turn lane (TWLTL).

Preferred Alternative Summary

Roll plots of the preferred alternative were displayed.  These roll plots were used at the
Public Hearing held June 7, 2018.  The preferred alternative from US 14 to Ware Road consists of
two lanes in each direction separated by a raised curb median.  The existing and proposed speed
limit for a majority of the section from US 14 to Ware Road is 35 mph, with a small portion of the
section having an existing and posted speed limit of 30 mph.  Urban SRA criteria was used in this
section.

The preferred alternative from Ware Road to Charles Road consists of two lanes in each direction,
with 4-foot inside shoulders and 10-foot outside shoulders, separated by a mountable median.  The
existing and proposed speed limit from Ware Road to 0.5 miles north of Ware Road is 45 mph.  The
existing speed limit from 0.5 miles north of Ware Road to Charles Road is 55 mph.  The speed limit
is being reduced to 50 mph in this section based on a speed study.  Rural SRA criteria was used to
design IL 47 from Ware Road to Charles Road.  Both typical sections were approved at previous
FHWA meetings.

The intersections of IL 47 with US 14, Country Club Road, Illinois Route 120, and Russel Court are
all existing signalized intersections proposed to be widened and reconstructed.  The intersections
will remain signalized.

IL 47 currently runs beneath the Union Pacific Railroad between the intersections of
Lake Avenue and McConnell Road.  Both intersections are currently signalized.  Because of the
proximity of the intersections, the intersections are required to be either both signalized or both
roundabouts to operate efficiently.  The roundabout alternative allows for two lanes in each direction
underneath the existing Union Pacific Railroad bridge and does not require the railroad bridge to be
reconstructed.  A new tunnel would be constructed east of the existing railroad bridge to
accommodate the 10-foot proposed shared-use path.  The signalized intersections alternative
requires the railroad bridge to be reconstructed and a temporary railroad shoofly be used while
construction is taking place.  This shoofly and bridge reconstruction has an estimated cost of $30
million, requires additional property relocations, and will increase the construction duration.  Because
of the reduced number of property relocations, lower construction cost, shorter construction duration,
and improved operations, the roundabout alternative at both intersections was carried forward as the
preferred alternative.
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The intersection of IL 47 and Judd Street/Irving Avenue is an existing signalized intersection.  It is
proposed to be reconstructed as a roundabout intersection.  The proposed roundabout will improve
the safety of the skewed intersection.  The intersection of IL 47 and Ware Road is an existing minor
stop-controlled intersection proposed to be reconstructed as a roundabout intersection.  The
intersection of IL 47 and Charles Road is an all-way stop-controlled intersection proposed to be
reconstructed as a high-speed roundabout intersection.  The intersection of Charles Road and
Raffel Road location 0.75 miles east of IL 47 was recently converted to a roundabout intersection.
All proposed roundabouts operate better than their traditional intersection alternative.

The preferred alternative has an estimated construction cost of $85 million.

There was a question whether a Value Engineering study was completed and whether it should be in
Phase I or Phase II.  The District said they would make sure a Value Engineering Study is
completed.

Environmental Assessment

The project Environmental Assessment (EA) was signed on April 16, 2018.

Public Hearing Held June 7, 2018

A Public Hearing was held at Challenger Learning Center in Woodstock, IL from 4pm to 7pm on
June 7, 2018.  131 people attended the hearing, 12 comment forms were received, and
3 attendees participated in the public forum.  In general, the project team received positive feedback
about the project at the hearing.  There was particular support of the proposed roundabouts,
including support to keeping 3 Brothers Restaurant which is located at the Lake Avenue intersection.

Comments received during the hearing included questions or concerns regarding the raised median,
pedestrian crosswalks, and land acquisition.  The public comment period for the hearing closes on
June 21, 2018.  Dwayne Ferguson and John Sherrill of IDOT-BDE will be added to the project
mailing list.

Next Steps

The project study team will be completing the EA errata and FONSI.  The project team anticipates
attending one additional FHWA meeting for approval of the project design exceptions.



IDOT BDE Design Exception Meeting Minutes
February 5, 2019

IL Route 47, US Route 14 to Charles Road, IDOT Phase I

The scope of this project includes the reconstruction and widening of IL Route 47 between US
Route 14 and Charles Road to provide two lanes in each direction with a raised barrier median
between US Route 14 and Ware Road and a mountable median with inside shoulders from Ware
Road to Charles Road. Left turn lanes and median breaks for U-turns are included at intersections
and other various locations along the corridor.

The following Design Exceptions (DE’s) were presented to IDOT BDE for approval:

No. BDE Policy
Value

Proposed
Design Value
(Exception)

Location Mitigation Justification

1

6.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

8.0%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
134+43.00 RT
along Illinois
Route 47

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.

2

6.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

8.0%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
135+26.00 RT
along Illinois
Route 47

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.

3

6.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

10.0%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
146+95.00 LT
along Illinois
Route 47

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.
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No. BDE Policy
Value

Proposed
Design Value
(Exception)

Location Mitigation Justification

4

6.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

9.92%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
150+92.04 LT
along Illinois
Route 47

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.

5

6.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

9.86%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
214+00.57 RT
along Illinois
Route 47

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.

6

6.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
Driveway Profile
Grade (BDE
Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

10.0%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
215+93.57 LT
along Illinois
Route 47

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.

7

6.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

8.0%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
222+08.46 LT
along Illinois
Route 47

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.
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No. BDE Policy
Value

Proposed
Design Value
(Exception)

Location Mitigation Justification

8

6.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

8.0%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
223+59.90 RT
along Illinois
Route 47

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.

9

8.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

10.3%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
226+53.68 LT
along Illinois
Route 47

The
existing
radii are
being
removed
and flared
aprons are
provided to
allow easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.

10

6.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

9.85%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
227+64.36 LT
along Illinois
Route 47

The
existing
radii are
being
removed
and flared
aprons are
provided to
allow easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.

11

8.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

9.4%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
242+17.66 LT
along Illinois
Route 47

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade at this
location would require raising the
roadway profile on Illinois Route 47.
There is no additional room to
extend the driveway without
relocating the house. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.
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No. BDE Policy
Value

Proposed
Design Value
(Exception)

Location Mitigation Justification

12

8.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

10.0%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
64+67.28 LT
along Illinois
Route 120

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.

13

6.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

8.0%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
204+19.00 RT
along
Southview
Drive

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.

14

6.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

8.0%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
112+86.74 RT
along South
Street

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.

15

6.0% Driveway
Profile Grade
(BDE Manual 36-
7.01(f) Figure 36-
7.B)

8.0%

Driveway
Profile Grade
at Station
113+06.75 RT
along South
Street

The
proposed
radii are
being
increased
to allow
easier
access into
and out of
the
driveway.

Providing the policy value for the
driveway profile grade is not feasible
at this location. The driveway
reconstruction limits would have to
be extended to meet the policy
value, impacting the property that
this driveway leads to. The proposed
value is geometrically compatible
with adjacent sections as is, and no
impacts are anticipated regarding
other design elements, mobility, or
traffic operations due to this design
exception.
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No. BDE Policy
Value

Proposed
Design Value
(Exception)

Location Mitigation Justification

16

716 feet
Intersection Sight
Distance (BDE
Manual 36-6)

560 feet

Christian Way
Left-Turn Sight
Distance at
Station 211+22

"Trucks
Entering
and
Leaving
Highway"
signs will
be added
for traffic
traveling on
Illinois
Route 47 in
the
southbound
direction.

Providing the proper sight distance
for trucks at this location would
require lowering the Illinois Route 47
roadway profile approximately 2
additional feet. The proposed
roadway profile is already 0.5 feet
lower than the existing roadway
profile to accommodate drainage
and grading. Lowering the roadway
profile an additional foot would
increase right-of-way needs and
likely require additional property
relocations. The sight distance of
560 feet proposed meets passenger
vehicle sight distance requirements
for the 35 mph design speed and
meets truck sight distance
requirements for a 30 mph design
speed.

17
18 feet
Horizontal
Clearance (BDE
Figure 38-3.A)

15 feet

Retaining Wall
along IL Route
47 between
Station 591+00
and Station
594+50 LT.

Guardrail
will be used
to protect
vehicles
from the
retaining
wall.

The retaining walls are being
proposed to reduce impacts to
wetlands and a stream. To provide
the required clear zone along Illinois
Route 47, additional right-of-way,
impacts to wetlands, and impacts to
a stream, would be required.

18

18 feet
Horizontal
Clearance (BDE
Figure 38-3.A)

14.5 feet

Retaining Wall
along IL Route
47 between
Station 326+50
and Station
327+50 LT.

Guardrail
will be used
to protect
vehicles
from the
retaining
wall.

The retaining walls are being
proposed to reduce impacts to
wetlands and a stream. To provide
the required clear zone along Illinois
Route 47, additional right-of-way,
impacts to wetlands, and impacts to
a stream, would be required.

19
SRA Suburban -
LOS C (BDE
Figure 46-3.E)

LOS D

Illinois Route
47
Roundabout at
Lake Avenue
Northbound
Through
Movement (AM
& PM)

No
mitigation is
proposed to
address
this
exception.

The level of service at Lake Street is
a LOS D because the intersection
will be a 2-lane roundabout.
Impacts to adjacent businesses
would include relocations and
additional right of way.

20
SRA Suburban -
LOS D (BDE
Figure 46-3.E)

LOS E

Illinois Route
47
Roundabout at
Lake Avenue
Northbound
Left-Turn
Movement (AM
& PM)

No
mitigation is
proposed to
address
this
exception.

The level of service at Lake Street is
a LOS D because the intersection
will be a 2-lane roundabout.
Impacts to adjacent businesses
would include relocations and
additional right of way.
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No. BDE Policy
Value

Proposed
Design Value
(Exception)

Location Mitigation Justification

21
SRA Suburban -
LOS C (BDE
Figure 46-3.E)

LOS D

US Route 14
at Illinois
Route 47
Westbound
Through
Movement (PM
Only)

No
mitigation is
proposed to
address
this
exception.

No work is proposed on US Route
14 for this project. Changing of the
signal timings at this intersection to
improve the US Route 14 through
movement will decrease the level of
service along Illinois Route 47 and
for the US Route 14 turning
movements.

22

10 feet Shared-
Use Path Width
(BDE Figure 17-
2.X)

8 feet

Shared-Use
Path from
Station 122+00
to 128+00 RT

No
mitigation is
proposed to
address
this
exception.

The proposed design exception is
anticipated to cause less impacts to
the businesses already being
impacted by the shared use path.  A
wider shared use path would cause
more parking loss, relocations, and
impacts to the businesses.

23

10 feet Shared-
Use Path Width
(BDE Figure 17-
2.X)

8 feet

Shared-Use
Path from IL
Route 120 to
Christian Way
(Station
802+00 to
211+00 RT)

No
mitigation is
proposed to
address
this
exception.

The proposed design exception is
anticipated to cause less impacts to
the businesses already being
impacted by the shared use path.  A
wider shared use path would cause
more parking loss, relocations, and
impacts to the businesses.

24

30 degrees
Intersection
Skew Angle
(BDE Manual
Section 36-
1.05(a))

44 degrees

Illinois Route
47 and
Calhoun Street
intersection.

Left-turns
from
Calhoun
Street are
prohibited.
Vehicles
can take
Fair Street
to South
Street and
utilize the
Signals at
Illinois
Route 47.

Following the existing alignment
minimizes the amount of right-of-
way and property relocations.
Realigning the intersection to
decrease skew angle would
complicate roadway geometry
approaching the intersection.
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No. BDE Policy
Value

Proposed
Design Value
(Exception)

Location Mitigation Justification

25

30 degrees
Intersection
Skew Angle
(BDE Manual
Section 36-
1.05(a))

32 degrees

Illinois Route
47 and
Country Club
Road.

The
Country
Club Road
intersection
is designed
to
accommod
ate a WB-
65 design
vehicle
along
Illinois
Route 47
and the
east leg of
Country
Club Road.
A WB-55
design
vehicle was
used along
the west
leg of
Country
Club Road
(South
Street). All
movements
can be
completed
at the
intersection
without
encroachm
ent.

Following the existing alignment
minimizes the amount of right-of-
way and property relocations.
Realigning the intersection to
decrease skew angle would require
additional impacts and complicate
roadway geometry approaching the
intersection.
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No. BDE Policy
Value

Proposed
Design Value
(Exception)

Location Mitigation Justification

26

Raised median
only allowed at
intersection
approaches
(BDE Manual 36-
4.02(b))

Mountable
median
proposed
along Illinois
Route 47
from Ware
Road to
Charles
Road.
Mountable
median is
located inside
of the 4-foot
wide paved
inside
shoulder.

Along Illinois
Route 47 from
Ware Road to
Charles Road
(Station
284+00 -
Station
350+50).

Four-foot
wide paved
inside
shoulders
with rumble
strips will
be adjacent
to the travel
lane prior to
the
mountable
median.
This gives
drivers
some
space for
recovery
prior to the
mountable
median.
Reduced
wetland
and prime
farmland
impacts.

Using a depressed median
increases the roadway footprint,
increasing right-of-way needs and
wetland impacts. Mountable curb is
proposed to reduce the possibility of
cars vaulting.

27

150 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE 36-
3.02(b) 2.C.) -
SRA

95 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Storage
Length at
Catalpa Lane
(Station
106+50)

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Providing shorter storage lengths
helps drivers distinguish between
major and minor intersections and
increases access to corridor
businesses.

28

150 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE 36-
3.02(b) 2.C.) -
SRA

95 feet

Illinois Route
47 Northbound
Left Turn Lane
Storage
Length (Station
107+70).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Providing shorter storage lengths
helps drivers distinguish between
major and minor intersections and
increases access to corridor
businesses.
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29

150 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE 36-
3.02(b) 2.C.) -
SRA

81 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Storage
Length (Station
110+00).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Providing shorter storage lengths
helps drivers distinguish between
major and minor intersections and
increases access to corridor
businesses.

30

150 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE 36-
3.02(b) 2.C.) -
SRA

81 feet

Illinois Route
47 Northbound
Left Turn Lane
Storage
Length (Station
111+50)

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Providing shorter storage lengths
helps drivers distinguish between
major and minor intersections and
increases access to corridor
businesses.

31

150 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE 36-
3.02(b) 2.C.) -
SRA

97 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Storage
Length (Station
113+25).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Providing shorter storage lengths
helps drivers distinguish between
major and minor intersections and
increases access to corridor
businesses.

32

150 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE 36-
3.02(b) 2.C.) -
SRA

97 feet

Illinois Route
47 Northbound
Left Turn Lane
Storage
Length (Station
114+50).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Providing shorter storage lengths
helps drivers distinguish between
major and minor intersections and
increases access to corridor
businesses.
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33

150 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE 36-
3.02(b) 2.C.) -
SRA

110 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Storage
Length (Station
117+60)

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Providing shorter storage lengths
helps drivers distinguish between
major and minor intersections and
increases access to corridor
businesses.

34

150 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE 36-
3.02(b) 2.C.) -
SRA

110 feet

Illinois Route
47 Northbound
Left-Turn Lane
Storage
Length at
Southview
Drive (Station
118+00).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Providing shorter storage lengths
helps drivers distinguish between
major and minor intersections and
increases access to corridor
businesses.

35

150 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE 36-
3.02(b) 2.C.) -
SRA

95 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Storage
Length (Station
127+00).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Providing shorter storage lengths
helps drivers distinguish between
major and minor intersections and
increases access to corridor
businesses.

36

193 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE
Manual (PM)
Section 36-
3.02.b, 3.03.a.
Red-time Queue)

150 feet

Illinois Route
47 Northbound
Left Turn Lane
Storage
Length at
Country Club
Road (Station
166+00)

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Using 193 foot storage length will
affect the ability to provide a
compliant amount of storage at the
intersection commercial left turn
access to the south at Station
161+50. This will impact businesses
and residents along the corridor.
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37

381 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE
Manual (AM)
Section 36-
3.02.b, 3.03.a.
Red-time Queue)

230 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Storage
Length at
Country Club
Road (Station
168+00)

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Using 381 foot storage length will
affect the ability to provide a
compliant amount of storage at the
intersection of Illinois Route 47 and
Calhoun Street. This will impact
businesses and residents along the
corridor.

38

536 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE
Manual (PM)
Section 36-
3.02.b Red-time
Queue)

135 feet

Country Club
Road
Westbound
Right Turn
Lane Storage
Length (Station
116+50).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Using 536 foot storage length will
affect the ability of residents to
access a commercial property at the
intersection of Country Club Road
and Illinois Route 47.

39

290 feet (BDE
Manual (PM)
Section 36-
3.02.b, 3.03.a.
Red-time Queue)

160 feet

Country Club
Road
Westbound
Left Turn Lane
Storage
Length (Station
116+50).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Using 290 foot storage length will
affect the ability of residents to
access a commercial property at the
intersection of Country Club Road
and Illinois Route 47.

40

547 feet Turn-
Lane Storage
Length (BDE
Manual (AM)
Section 36-
3.02.b, 3.03.a.
Red-time Queue)

270 feet

Illinois Route
120 Eastbound
Left Turn Lane
Storage
Length (Station
66+00).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Using 547 foot storage length will
affect the ability to provide a
compliant amount of storage at the
intersection of Illinois Route 120 and
Illinois Route 47.
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41

300 feet Dual
Left-Turn Lane
Taper Length
(BDE Manual
Section 36-
3.05(b))

255 feet

Illinois Route
47 northbound
dual left-turn
lane (Station
95+20) at the
intersection of
Illinois Route
47 and US
Route 14.

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception,
existing left turn access into Davis
Road will be below 3R standards.
Access in this area is important for
the side street and access to
businesses.

42

300 feet Dual
Left-Turn Lane
Taper Length
(BDE Manual
Section 36-
3.05(b))

258 feet

Illinois Route
47 southbound
dual left-turn
lane (Station
102+60) at the
intersection of
Illinois Route
47 and US
Route 14.

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception,
existing left turn access into Catalpa
Lane will be below 3R standards.
Access in this area is important for
the side street and access to
businesses.

43

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

53 feet

Illinois Route
47 Northbound
Left-Turn Lane
Taper at
Station 107+10

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception
business access would be reduced.

44

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

53 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left-Turn Lane
Taper at
Catalpa Lane
(Station
107+60).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception
business access would be reduced.
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45

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

50 feet

Illinois Route
47 Northbound
Left Turn Lane
Taper at
Station
110+50.

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception
business access would be reduced.

46

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

50 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Taper at
Station
110+75.

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception
business access would be reduced.

47

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

50 feet

Illinois Route
47 Northbound
Left Turn Lane
Taper at
Station 113+90

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception
business access would be reduced.

48

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

50 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Taper at
Station
114+25.

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception
business access would be reduced.
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49

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

50 feet

Illinois Route
47 Northbound
Left Turn Lane
Taper at
Station
117+50.

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception
business access would be reduced.

50

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

50 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Taper at
Station
117+75.

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception
business access would be reduced.

51

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

135 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Taper at
Country Club
Road (Station
170+27).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception, level
of service at the Illinois Route 47
and County Club Road and/or the
level of service at the Illinois Route
47 and Calhoun Street intersection
would be negatively affected.

52

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

70 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Taper at
Station
128+25.

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception
business access would be reduced.
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53

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

53 feet

Illinois Route
47 Northbound
Left Turn Lane
Taper at
Station
176+25.

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception
business access would be reduced.

54

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

53 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Taper at
Station
176+65.

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception
business access would be reduced.

55

175 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

53 feet

Illinois Route
47 Southbound
Left Turn Lane
Taper at
Station
180+60.

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

Without this design exception
business access would be reduced.

56

155 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

60 feet

Country Club
Road
Westbound
Left Turn
Taper Rate
(Station
117+00).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

A design exception is necessary for
the storage length taper at
westbound Country Club Road left
turn lane to allow for a left turn lane
at the commercial entrance located
in the northeast quadrant of the
Illinois Route 47 and County Club
Road intersection.



IDOT BDE Design Exception Meeting Minutes
February 5, 2019

No. BDE Policy
Value

Proposed
Design Value
(Exception)

Location Mitigation Justification

57

155 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

100 feet

Country Club
Road
Westbound
Right Turn
Lane Taper
Rate (Station
117+00).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

A design exception is necessary for
the storage length taper at
westbound Country Club Road right
turn lane to prevent the need for the
taper to continue through the
commercial entrance located in the
northeast quadrant of the Illinois
Route 47 and County Club Road
intersection. This taper matches the
existing conditions.

58

155 feet Turn-
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.I)

115 feet

Illinois Route
120 Eastbound
Left Turn Lane
Tape Rate
(Station
66+00).

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

A 115 foot storage length taper
helps drivers distinguish between
major and minor intersections.

59

265 feet Turn
Lane Taper
Length (BDE
Manual Section
36-3.I)

240 feet

Westbound US
Route 14 at
Illinois Route
47 Right-Turn
Lane Taper
Length (Station
230+00)

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

A design exception is necessary for
the turn lane taper length because
the existing taper of 240 feet is
insufficient and no work is being
proposed along US Route 14,
outside adding a right-turn corner
island.

60

35:1 Turn Lane
Approach Taper
Rate ( BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.J) -
Shadowed

Un-
Shadowed

Westbound
Russel Court
at Illinois
Route 47, Left
Turn Lane
Approach
Taper Rate
(Station
45+00)

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

A design exception is necessary for
the approach taper rate to reduce
driver confusion by not having the
taper extend past additional
commercial entrances, which could
cause traffic delays as drivers try to
enter/exit the entrances.
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61

35:1 Turn Lane
Approach Taper
Rate ( BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.J) -
Shadowed

Un-
Shadowed

Westbound St
Johns Road at
Illinois Route
47, Left Turn
Lane Approach
Taper Rate
(Station
49+00)

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

A design exception is necessary for
the approach taper rate to reduce
driver confusion by not having the
taper extend past additional
commercial entrances.

62

40:1 Turn Lane
Approach Taper
Rate ( BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.J) -
Shadowed

Un-
Shadowed

Eastbound
Illinois Route
120 at Illinois
Route 47, Left
Turn Lane
Approach
Taper Rate
(Station
63+00)

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

A design exception is necessary for
the approach taper rate to reduce
driver confusion by not having the
taper extend past additional
residential entrances and side
streets.

63

40:1 Turn Lane
Approach Taper
Rate ( BDE
Manual Figure
36-3.J) -
Shadowed

Un-
Shadowed

Eastbound
Country Club
Road (South
Street) at
Illinois Route
47, Left Turn
Lane Approach
Taper Rate
(Station
111+00)

Pavement
marking,
lighting,
and signing
will be
included
along IL
Route 47 to
differentiate
between
the through
lanes and
turn lane.

A design exception is necessary for
the approach taper rate to reduce
driver confusion by not having the
taper extend past additional
residential entrances and side
streets.

Mr. Dwayne Ferguson of BDE reviewed each DE prior to the meeting. He had no further
comments and all listed DE’s were approved. There were no further comments from any other
participants.

Additional DE’s (not listed) were presented at the meeting but were removed after further
discussion. The removed DE’s dealt with WB-65 truck turning movements. These DE’s were
removed after it was decided that encroachment onto the gutter and minor turn lane storage length
modifications would be acceptable if they allowed for a WB-65 truck to physically make a turning
movement.

Prepared and presented by Darcie Gabrisko and Matt Gazdziak of Strand Associates, Inc.
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February 24, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Donald Kopec 
Deputy Director of Planning and Programming 
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) 
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800 
Chicago, Illinois  60606 
 
Attention: Traffic Projections 
 
Re: Illinois Department of Transportation 
 Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study 
 
Dear Mr. Kopec: 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation intends to undertake a study of approximately 
five miles of Illinois Route 47 (FAP 326, SRA 303) from US 14 (FAP 305) at the south 
to Charles Road (FAP 333) at the north through the city of Woodstock.  The existing 
corridor is a primarily urban roadway comprised of one lane in each direction with a 
center two-way turn lane.  Land use is diverse along the corridor, with mainly 
commercial buildings at the south, transitioning to residential and institutional uses to 
the north.  The far northern project limit is located in a rural setting with mixed 
residential and agricultural uses. 
 
Proposed improvements will depend on the results of the four-year Phase I study and a 
public involvement program.  Options to be considered include upgrading and adding 
capacity to Illinois Route 47, or identifying an alternate route.  If the chosen 
improvement is upgrading Illinois Route 47, ultimate work may include adding lanes to 
create up to a five lane cross section, installation of traffic signals, and related 
improvements.   
 
We have previously requested 2030 projected volumes along this corridor.  It is our 
understanding that these projections included a signed western bypass which realigns 
Illinois Route 47 via US Route 14 to Lamb Road.  This submittal requests the 2030 
projected volumes for the build and no build alternatives for this project for the 
following cases: 
 

1. Projections along Illinois Route 47 and side streets – Without western bypass 
included in model 

2. Projections along western bypass route (US 14 to Lamb Road) – With western 
bypass included in model 
 



Mr. Donald Kopec 
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
Page 2 
February 24, 2010 
 

 
ARM:lwS:\JOL\6300--6399\6346\014\Wrd\Agency Coordination\LT.CMAP.TrafficProjectionswithLamb.2.24.10.doc 
 

 
Enclosed please find the following: 
 
1. Location map  

2. Traffic volume map showing existing volumes (2009)  

 
 
 
Please contact our office at (815) 744-4200 if you have any questions or need further 
clarification. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
STRAND ASSOCIATES, INC.® 
 

 
 
 
Adam R. Moline, E.I.T..     Darcie W. Gabrisko, P.E 
        Vice President 
 
c:  Mr. Mir Mustafa, P.E., Illinois Department of Transportation 
 Mr. Ojas Patel, P.E., Illinois Department of Transportation  
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October 22, 2015

Mr. Thomas Kotarac, Deputy Executive Director of Policy and Programming
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, Illinois  60606

Attention: Traffic Projections

Re: Illinois Department of Transportation, Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study
US 14 to Charles Road through the City of Woodstock, Illinois

Dear Mr. Kotarac:

The Illinois Department of Transportation is currently studying approximately five miles of IL 47 (FAP
326, SRA 303), from US 14 (FAP 305) at the south to Charles Road (FAP 333) at the north, through
the City of Woodstock in McHenry County. Traffic projections for this study were previously
provided. The current preferred alternative consists of widening IL 47 to two through-lanes in each
direction with a barrier median for the entire corridor. Roundabouts are also proposed at the
intersections of IL 47 and Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd Street/Irving Avenue, Ware Road, and
Charles Road.

This submittal requests the modified 2040 projected volumes for the build and no-build alternatives for
this project. Projections should incorporate the build scenario of the project widening IL 47 from Reed
Road to US 14 adjacent to the southern limits of this study, which consists of widening IL 47 to two
through-lanes in each direction, inside and outside paved shoulders, and a depressed grass median for
the entire corridor. Projections should also incorporate conditions similar to the build scenario
previously used in the projections developed for this project in the letter dated November 14, 2011.

Enclosed please find the following:

1. Location map
2. Traffic volume map showing existing volume (2009).
3. Previously-provided 2040 projections.

Please contact Darcie Gabrisko at (815) 744-4200 if you have any questions or need further
clarification.

Sincerely,

STRAND ASSOCIATES, INC.®

William R. Plant Darcie W. Gabrisko, P.E.
Vice President

c: Mr. John Baldauf, P.E., Illinois Department of Transportation
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Representative Franks 

 

Date:  July 7, 2014 

Time:  10:30 AM 

Location: Representative Franks’  Office - 1193 S. Eastwood Dr., Woodstock, IL  60098 

Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc. 

 

A meeting between State Representative Jack Franks, representatives from the Illinois 

Department of Transportation (Department), and Strand Associates (Strand) was held on July 7, 

2014 at 10:30 AM to discuss the IL Route 47 Phase I Study and provide a progress update.  

Attendees included Jack Franks, Darcie Gabrisko (Strand), Bill Plant (Strand), Steve Schilke 

(Department), John Baldauf (Department), and Kyle Bochte (Department). 

 

Introductions were made and a project update was given. The project consists of a Phase I 

study of IL Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in Woodstock, Illinois. The project began 

in 2009. To date, there have been six Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meetings and two public 

meetings. The CAG consists of an interactive group of selected officials and technical experts 

who represent stakeholders directly affected by the project. The study team has asked for input 

and met with businesses in the project corridor. Meetings were recently held with the 

Woodstock Police, Woodstock Fire District, and Woodstock School District 200. The third public 

meeting is scheduled for July 9, 2014 at Challenger Learning Center with the goal of having the 

public hearing in December 2014. 

 

The purpose and need of the project is to address transportation safety, capacity, access 

management, pedestrian and bicycle needs, and geometric deficiencies. There are two on-

alignment alternatives being carried forward at this time. Both alternatives propose two lanes 

in each direction, an 18-22’ barrier median, a 5’ sidewalk on the west side of the roadway, and 

a 10’ shared-use path on the east side of the roadway. On-alignment intersection alternatives 

include roundabouts and/or conventional intersection or a combination of the two. 

Roundabouts are being considered at the intersections of IL Route 47 with Lake Avenue, 

McConnell Road, Irving/Judd Street, Ware Road, and Charles Road. Roundabouts at Lake 

Avenue and McConnell Road would enable the existing railroad structure between the 

intersections to remain. Based on our analysis, roundabouts yield a better level of service and 
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less  delay at all five proposed intersections. Traffic signals at the Lake Avenue and McConnell 

Road would require a new structure with a temporary track, costing approximately $30 million. 

The Union Pacific owns the track and requires the track remain open for freight. Currently the 

corridor costs range from 60 to 90 million dollars. All roundabouts can act independently in the 

corridor except for the Lake Avenue and McConnell Road intersections. Positive feedback for 

the project has been received at all recent meetings, including the roundabouts and barrier 

median. At CAG meeting number six, held on May 15, 2014, the group unanimously supported 

roundabouts at all five intersections.  Bypass alternatives were investigated but did not draw 

enough traffic away from existing IL Rt. 47 and did not meet the purpose and need of the 

project so therefore were eliminated. The study team indicated they recently met with 

emergency services including Woodstock Police and Woodstock Fire District as well as 

Woodstock School District 200, who also expressed support for the roundabout intersections, 

barrier median, and pedestrian access. 

 

Roll plots of the corridor were displayed. The locations on the roll plots shaded pink represent 

proposed parcels where the right of way (ROW) needs impact the actual footprint of the 

building.  The final impacts to the property will be negotiated during the land acquisition 

process. The study team asked for input from Representative Franks regarding his initial issues 

and concerns with the Route 47 study area.   

 

The Study Team discussed the impacts to each parcel that may be a potential relocation due to 

building impacts during construction.  

  

• In the roundabout alternative, the ROW needs impact the actual footprint of the 

building for Three Brothers Restaurant.  Representative Franks suggested the study 

team meet personally with the owners to discuss the impacts to their property. 

• In the roundabout alternative, the ROW needs impact the actual footprint of the 

building for Dwight’s Auto.  

• In either alternative, the ROW needs impact the actual footprint of the building for the 

Rockstar Music business.  This entire property will need to be acquired.  

• In either alternative, the ROW needs impact the actual footprint of the building for the 

Sheet Metal and HVAC building on the east side of IL Rt. 47 between Judd Street and IL 

Rt. 120. 

• Representative Franks asked if there is a way to avoid impacting the Mobil Gas Station 

at the intersection with Greenwood Circle. The property at the northeast corner of the 

intersection is currently vacant because the owner passed away. This property may be 

easier to acquire and cheaper than the Mobil Gas Station. The Study team commented 

that keeping the Mobil Gas Station operating was also discussed at the CAG meeting six.  

The study group is evaluating an alternative that re-aligns Greenwood Avenue on the 

west side of IL Rt. 47. 

 

 

Comments and suggestions regarding the proposed alternatives included: 
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• Representative Franks asked if there is enough room at the intersection with IL Rt. 120 

to avoid impacting some of the houses. The Study Team responded some buildings at 

the intersection will be impacted.  Currently dual left turn lanes for the eastbound and 

westbound directions are shown on the exhibits.  Single left turn lanes are being 

considered and will reduce the impacts currently shown. Members of the CAG believe 

constructing a roundabout at the intersection of IL Rt. 47 and Judd Street will alleviate 

some of the traffic at IL Rt. 120 because travelers currently check the existing signal at 

the intersection of Judd and IL Rt. 47 before deciding to utilize the intersection of IL Rt. 

120 and IL Rt. 47. 

• Representative Franks inquired what material would be used in the proposed median. 

The Study Team responded at narrow cross sections, including turn lanes, the barrier 

median will be a concrete surface. Elsewhere, the median will be grass. Representative 

Franks supported the use of raised grassed median.  

• Representative Franks mentioned the pedestrian facilities are currently used very little, 

but supports the multi-use path running throughout the length of the corridor. 

• Representative Franks mentioned that businesses between the Lake and McConnell 

intersections will be required to turn right in and out with the proposed design. The 

Study Team added the roundabout alternative will enable drivers to make a U-turn at 

the roundabout intersection with McConnell Road. Wanda Lane would also be right in-

right out and require a U-turn to go southbound. This design was supported. 

• Representative Franks mentioned that the roundabouts may be quieter because there is 

less starting and stopping.  

• The existing Judd Street and Irving Avenue intersection has a unique alignment. It was 

agreed that a roundabout is a good fit for the intersection.  

• The project team stated a roundabout was analyzed at the intersection of IL Rt. 120 but 

was eliminated because of the significant left turning traffic and the large footprint that 

would be required.  

• The project team mentioned that at the meetings with the Woodstock Police, 

Woodstock Fire District, and Woodstock Community School District 200, median breaks 

were recommended based upon frequent use and need. Those changes will be 

incorporated into the design. Recommended median opening locations included Todd 

Avenue, Christian Way, and Sheila Street.  

• Representative Franks asked whether traffic signals are really necessary at the 

intersection with St. Johns Road. The Study Team responded this was a previous request 

by the City. The intersection met signal warrants and it is currently difficult for drivers to 

turn left onto IL Rt. 47 from St. Johns Road. 

• If a roundabout is not implemented at the intersection with Ware Road, the intersection 

would remain stop-controlled on Ware Road and uncontrolled on IL Rt. 47.  The 

roundabout also allows school busses a place to U-turn in order to enter the school at 

the southwest corner of the intersection. The signal design requires busses to turn left 

into the school from IL Rt. 47. The roundabout also slows down drivers coming from the 

north into the city. The roundabout is designed for speeds of 20 m.p.h. Representative 

Franks asked if the speed could be increased to 30 m.p.h. because he believes drivers 
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will be going 30-40 m.p.h. into the roundabout. The Study Team responded the 

roundabout cannot be designed for traffic at that speed. The curves approaching the 

roundabout on the IL Rt. 47 legs of the intersections are designed to slow drivers down 

as they approach the roundabout. Approach signing will also be used to warn drivers. 

Representative Franks was supportive of the roundabout at this location because it is 

designed for future growth to the west and adds safety for school busses. 

• The speed limit of the segment between the intersections with Ware Road and Charles 

Road with be reduced to 45 m.p.h. in each alternative. This is necessary because a speed 

limit of 55 m.p.h. (existing) would require a wider median and shoulders, affecting more 

properties and wetlands. Also, in the past, IDOT has received letters requesting the 

posted speed limit in this area be reduced.  

• If a roundabout is not selected at Charles Road, the intersection would remain a four-

way stop-controlled intersection because it does not meet signal warrants. The 

proposed roundabout at Charles Road would cost roughly 1.5 to 2 million dollars to 

construct. The four-way stop-controlled intersection at Charles Road would cost roughly 

$500,000 to construct. Representative Franks is supportive of the roundabout 

alternative at this intersection for drivers to get acclimated with roundabouts 

approaching the city.  

• There was discussion as to whether there are any federal funds for safety that could be 

used for this project. There are no high accident locations in the corridor so these funds 

cannot be used. 

• Representative Franks supported the project and proposed roundabout alternatives. 

Representative Franks preferred being consistent with roundabouts at all five 

intersections to provide continuity and an identity for Woodstock. 

• The construction schedule was discussed. It is desired to have the public hearing by the 

end of 2014. Currently only Phase II (Contract Plan Preparation) is funded. The land 

acquisition and Phase III (construction and construction engineering) are not currently in 

the Department’s FY 2015-2020 Proposed Multi-Modal Transportation Improvement 

Program. The study team is waiting for a decision on the desired alternative before 

proceeding with a detailed cost estimate. Representative Franks desires a budget for the 

worst case scenario so he can work to get funding for future phases in the state’s 

budget. Completing Phase I is a big step. Phase II cannot begin until Phase I is complete.  

• Representative Franks asked if the mayor is supportive of the project. The Study Team 

responded the mayor is supportive of the project, including the barrier median.  

• The public meeting will be held July 9 at Challenger Learning Center. The study team will 

be at the meeting to answer questions. A PowerPoint Presentation will be running 

continuously and boards will be displayed showing the design alternatives and 

additional information. This is the Department’s standard public meeting process. 

• Representative Franks asked what he can do to help with the project and asked why the 

public hearing cannot occur shortly after the public meeting July 9 assuming the public 

meeting goes well. The environmental processing will be a large portion of the time 

between the public meeting July 9 and the public hearing. This includes the Bates Park 

property.  
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• Representative Franks was appreciative of the meeting and wants to stay informed on 

the project.  
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CITY OF WOODSTOCK MEETING #1 MINUTES 

DECEMBER 3, 2009 

 

ILLINOIS ROUTE 47 

US ROUTE 14 TO CHARLES ROAD 

McHenry County 

P-91-007-09 

 

A meeting was held on Thursday, December 3, 2009, at 9:30 A.M.  The purpose of this meeting was to 

introduce the project, discuss the project public involvement process and schedule, gather data regarding 

the corridor, and to solicit recommendations for the Citizen’s Advisory Group.  In attendance were 

Mayor Brian Sager and City Manager Timothy Clifton from the City of Woodstock, Ojas Patel from 

Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) Programming, Carrie Hansen from Images, Inc., and 

Darcie Gabrisko and Adam Moline of Strand Associates, Inc (SAI).   

 

1. Introductions 

 

SAI introduced the project.  The project is a Phase I study of Illinois Route 47.  This study extends from 

US Route 14 approximately five miles to the north to Charles Road through the City of Woodstock.  

Phase I involves preliminary engineering which sets initial geometry and determines environmental 

impacts. 

 

Strand Associates is the prime consultant to IDOT.  There are four subconsultants on this project.  

American Surveying is providing the survey.  Images, Inc. will lead the development of the public 

involvement program.  Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. and Lin Engineering will provide 

miscellaneous engineering studies.  

 

2. Study Approach 

 

This project is proceeding as an Environmental Assessment (EA).  The EA is a formal process IDOT 

uses to determine the environmental consequences of the proposed geometry and layout.  This process 

determines the impacts to biological and cultural resources, and special waste areas. 

 

This is a Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) project and is scheduled to last approximately three years.  

The exact scope of the project is unknown at this point pending the results of the CSS process.   The 

goal of a CSS project is to solicit stakeholder opinions of the project as the plan is being developed.  

Meetings will be held regularly to discuss corridor issues.  This collaboration leads to a consensus on the 

final design.   This project will include at least three public meetings and one public hearing.   

 

Public meeting number one will be held in February 2010 and will solicit comments necessary to 

develop the project purpose and need.  Public meeting two will be held in summer of 2010 and will 

present the purpose and need and solicit opinions for geometric alternatives.  Public meeting three will 

be held in fall of 2010 and will present the alternatives carried forward and develop selection criteria for 

choosing an alternative.  The public hearing is currently scheduled for January of 2012 to present the 

preferred alternative.  A Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG) will be established to meet regularly to 

provide input on the project in between public meetings.  Other public involvement measures include a 
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project website, newsletters, and a mailing list. 

 

3. Study Goals and Objectives 

 

The project is currently in the data collection and early public involvement phase. 

 

Woodstock stated that the four biggest concerns with the corridor are as follows: 

 

1. County government interaction – Incorporating McHenry Counties long term plan on Ware 

Road 

2. Residential Impact – Oldest portion of community north of Route 120 to Russel Court 

3. Economic impact – business core from US 14 to Route 120 

4. Railroad Bridge – congestion concerns can not be adequately resolved without replacing the 

narrow railroad overpass bridge at Lake Avenue 

 

Other concerns and items include: 

 

Silver Creek is located in the residential section and will likely be an environmental concern.  Other 

environmental concerns include the industrial businesses south of Route 120 (for example Bott’s 

Welding). 

 

The business impact of Illinois Route 47 is important.  It is one of the only major north-south routes in 

McHenry County and thus impacts the economic health of the entire region.  Woodstock would see 

greater retail options if IL 47 congestion is resolved. 

 

Historical preservation is an upheld value in the City of Woodstock.  Several residents are extremely 

passionate about preserving historical properties.  Resident’s do not need property owner consent to 

declare a property as historical.  Potential historical properties include: The apartment building at the 

southwest corner of the intersection of IL Route 120 and IL Route 47 and the home at the northwest 

corner of the same intersection. 

 

Woodstock has been contacting business along the corridor to attempt to consolidate access points off of 

Illinois Route 47 to reduce the impact of turning vehicles.  For example, the McDonald’s at Country 

Club Road has received approval to rebuild and will eliminate the driveway entrance closest to the 

intersection.  Any improvements to Illinois Route 47 should recommend consolidation of driveways. 

 

A major movement that causes congestion is right turns off of Country Club Road onto Illinois Route 47 

then turn left continuing west into downtown Woodstock on Calhoun Street. 
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There is a major school crossing in the corridor at Russel Court.  The city has recently adopted a bike 

plan.  Illinois 47 should be evaluated to accommodate pedestrians. 

 

There is a drainage issue between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road.  Flooding occurs during heavy 

rains on the roadway and private property. 

 

There is generally not a problem with traffic accidents along the corridor.  Probably the highest accident 

location would be the intersection with Lake Avenue. 

 

Woodstock is a distinct community and the aesthetics of the final roadway are very important to the city 

and residents. 

 

The City of Woodstock long term plan sees the development of a large track of land east of the city.  In 

addition, the city would like to develop the land adjacent to the Jewel.  The timing of these 

developments depends on the rebounding of the economy.  Woodstock has a value of controlled growth. 

 

 

4. Public Involvement Process – Citizen Advisory Group 

 

SAI asked for recommendations as to who will be considered for the Citizen Advisory Group.  

Woodstock mentioned that it has several applicable commissions, including Historical Preservation, 

Environmental, and Transportation.  The CAG will be around 20-25 individuals.  The CAG will also be 

comprised of business and residential members.  Derik Morefield can provide a list of recommended 

business representatives for the CAG.  SAI will send a letter requesting specific names from these 

commissions and groups to be considered for inclusion in the CAG. 

 

5. Data Collection – Point of Contact 

 

The point of contact for data collection for the City of Woodstock will be Director of Public Works, 

John Isbell.  Updates on the public involvement activities will go through City Manager, Timothy 

Clifton. 

 

6. Context Survey 

 

A Context Survey was distributed.  These forms will be filled out to help determine project purpose and 

need in context to the characteristics of the corridor.  
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December 15, 2009 

 

Dr. Brian Sager, Mayor 

City of Woodstock 

121 West Calhoun Street 

Woodstock, IL  60098 

 

Dear Mayor Sager, 

 

Thank you for meeting with us on Thursday, December 3rd, 2009 regarding the Phase I study of 

Illinois Route 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  We look forward to collaborating with the City 

of Woodstock throughout the course of the project.  As a follow-up to our meeting, we are 

writing to solicit your recommendations for individuals to be considered for inclusion in the 

Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG).   

 

As you know, the CAG is an interactive group made up of selected officials and technical 

experts who represent stakeholders that are directly affected by the project.  The CAG should be 

comprised of individuals from a wide variety of backgrounds to ensure all possible views and 

opinions of the corridor are adequately represented.  The goal for participation is anywhere from 

20-25 members, comprised of stakeholders including but not limited to City, County, 

institutional, business and residential representatives. 

 

Please recommend specific names of individuals who you feel will be best suited to represent the 

City and the stakeholders who are affected by this project.  The specific groups that may have 

particular expertise or knowledge of the corridor are as follows: 

 Plan Commission 

 Transportation Commission 

 Environmental Commission 

 Historical Preservation Commission 

Please recommend one or two individuals from each commission, one  or two City Council 

members, and any other members you feel would be important from City administration, 

residential or business interests. 

 

Thank you for your time meeting with us and your recommendations.  Your response by 

December 28, 2009 will be greatly appreciated.  We will consider these individuals for inclusion 

in the CAG, and look forward to their contribution to the project.  Please do not hesitate to 

contact us if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

STRAND ASSOCIATES, INC.
® 

 

Darcie W. Gabrisko, P.E.  

Vice President 
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Dorr Township One-on-One Meeting 

 

Date:  January 13, 2010 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Location: Dorr Township Offices - 140 Newell Street, Woodstock, IL 

Prepared By: Images, Inc. 

 

A meeting between Dorr Township officials and representatives of IDOT, Strand Associates and 

Images was held on January 13, 2010 at 1:00 PM to kick-off the start of the IL Route 47 Phase I 

Study.  Attendees included Bob Pierce, Township Supervisor, Tom Thurmond, Highway 

Commissioner, Ojas Patel, IDOT, Darcie Gabrisko and Adam Moline, Strand Associates, and 

Carrie Hansen, Images. 

 

An overview of the Phase I study background and process was presented, highlighting the 

formation and upcoming schedule for the Citizen Advisory Group (CAG), the January 19, 2010 

City Council briefing, Public Meetings and anticipated three-year timeframe for completion.  It 

was noted that only Phase I is funded, and that future funding would need to be secured for 

Phases II and III.  In addition, an explanation of the Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) process 

was provided, identifying the various public outreach methods that will be utilized to ensure 

local participation in the project. 

 

The study team asked for input from the Township regarding its issues and concerns with the 

Route 47 study area.  While the Township itself does not have any roadway jurisdiction within 

the study limits, comments provided about the corridor included: 

 

• Always have to plan for an alternative route to taking Route 47. 

• Rush hours along the corridor are impossible; Fridays are particularly congested, along 

with Saturdays and Sundays during the summer due to Lake Geneva traffic. 

• During bad weather, traffic backs up from light to light. 

• History of the by-pass options discussed over the years, including an alignment east of 

Route 47 up to McConnell Road, and the Lamb’s Road alternative west of Route 47 

• Railroad viaduct is going to be the main issue. 
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• Development proposals that could potentially impact traffic on Route 47: 

o Sports complex near Route 176 

o Possible minor league baseball facility at same location as potential future Metra 

station at Route 14 and Lily Pond Road (Metra has also purchased land west of 

town for car storage) 

 

Bob Pierce indicated that he would participate as a member of the CAG, and would be 

attending the upcoming meeting on January 21, 2010.  Tom Thurmond was unsure if he’d be 

able to attend. 

 

CLH: 
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Woodstock Community Unit School District 200 

 

Date:  January 13, 2010 

Time:  3:00 PM 

Location: Woodstock School District 200 Administration Offices – 

  227 W. Judd Street, Woodstock, IL 

Prepared By: Images, Inc. 

 

A meeting between Woodstock Community Unit School District 200 officials and 

representatives of IDOT, Strand Associates and Images was held on January 13, 2010 at 3:00 PM 

to kick-off the start of the IL Route 47 Phase I Study.  Attendees included Ellen Wrzeski, 

Superintendent, Mark Heckmon, Associate Superintendent, Linda Van Dyke, Director of 

Transportation, Ojas Patel, IDOT, Darcie Gabrisko and Adam Moline, Strand Associates, and 

Carrie Hansen, Images. 

 

An overview of the Phase I study background and process was presented, highlighting the 

formation and upcoming schedule for the Citizen Advisory Group (CAG), the January 19, 2010 

City Council briefing, Public Meetings and anticipated three-year timeframe for completion.  It 

was noted that only Phase I is funded, and that future funding would need to be secured for 

Phases II and III.  In addition, an explanation of the Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) process 

was provided, identifying the various public outreach methods that will be utilized to ensure 

local participation in the project. 

 

The study team asked for input from the School District regarding its issues and concerns with 

the Route 47 study area.  Comments and suggestions included: 

 

• Intersections in the corridor are deficient – always clogged and people avoid. 

• There is a big problem in the morning across from the courthouse; have a crossing guard 

to assist students crossing Route 47. 

• The Ware Road intersection is a problem (is near Woodstock North High School which 

will have 1000 students next year). 
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• North of Route 120, there is a traffic flow/congestion issue due to the School District’s 

transport of a handicapped student who lives on Route 47.  The bus stops on Route 47, 

and takes anywhere from 7 to 9 minutes for loading/unloading. 

• If you’re a Woodstock resident, you don’t use Route 47. 

• There is a local cost to taxpayers as the School District’s transportation budget has 

increased mileage due to rerouting buses around the corridor; would be shorter to use 

Route 47, but would take too much time. 

• Suggested alternatives should consider adding lanes, a possible by-pass and access 

consolidation. 

• The Route 47/Route 120 intersection is problematic, particularly for a.m. kindergarten 

busing.  Congestion adds 5-10 minutes onto route. 

• In the afternoon and evening, buses use Dean Street as an alternative to Route 47. 

• As a result of the Route 47 congestion, bus routing is designed to have drivers make 

right hand turns to avoid having to wait to make left hand turns. 

• The railroad bridge is a major impediment to improving the corridor.  The cost of its 

widening should be evaluated and considered with a by-pass alternative. 

 

Linda Van Dyke and Mark Heckmon indicated that they would participate as members of the 

CAG, and would be attending the upcoming meeting on January 21, 2010.  

 

CLH: 
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Woodstock Fire/Rescue District One-on-One Meeting 

 

Date:  January 29, 2010 

Time:  2:00 PM 

Location: Woodstock Fire/Rescue District – 435 E. Judd Street, Woodstock, IL 

Prepared By: Images, Inc. 

 

A meeting between the Woodstock Fire/Rescue District and representatives of Strand 

Associates and Images was held on January 29, 2010 at 2:00 PM to kick-off the start of the IL 

Route 47 Phase I Study.  Attendees included Ralph Webster, Fire Chief, Darcie Gabrisko, Strand 

Associates and Carrie Hansen, Images. 

 

An overview of the Phase I study background and process was presented, highlighting the work 

completed to date, scope of the project, the formation, purpose and schedule for the Citizen 

Advisory Group (CAG), upcoming Public Meetings and the anticipated three-year timeframe for 

completion.  An explanation of the Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) process was provided, 

identifying the various public outreach methods that will be utilized to ensure continued local 

participation in the project. 

 

The study team asked for input from the Fire/Rescue District regarding its issues and concerns 

with the Route 47 study area.  Comments, issues and concerns provided about the corridor 

included: 

 

• Anything that happens along Route 47 affects emergency services, and this needs to be 

taken into consideration.  The District must have the ability to use the corridor during 

construction. 

• The existing congestion affects current emergency response times, particularly from 

Judd Street to the McDonald’s, a route used to get to Country Club Road. 

• Close proximity of buildings to the street impacts site distances for emergency vehicles. 

• The intersection of Ware Road and Route 47 needs a traffic signal now. 
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• There does not seem to be an area along the corridor with a higher number of 

accidents, although there are a significant number of rear end collisions near McConnell 

Road. 

• The Lake Avenue intersection experiences significant back-ups as a result of the skewed 

intersection and the westbound approach turn lanes. 

• Any widening would likely impact the Bott’s Welding building as well as numerous 

parking areas for businesses along the corridor. 

• There are gravel pits both east and west of Route 47 on US 14, impacting the amount of 

truck traffic on Route 47. 

• The railroad bridge pylon will be major issue in any construction efforts. 

• Those who know avoid Route 47. 

 

The Chief inquired as to the amount of right-of-way proposed for the project.  The study team 

responded that it is not known at this time, and will be part of the development and evaluation 

of alternatives later in the process. 

 

The likelihood of the proposed minor league baseball facility near the proposed Woodstock 

East Metra Station site at US 14 and Lily Pond Road was also discussed.  There has been no 

official confirmation of the project, which could potentially impact the commitment to the 

Metra station site as the parking areas are intended to be shared. 

 

The Chief was invited to attend the February 3, 2010 Public Meeting, and will also be the 

District’s representative on the Citizen Advisory Committee. 

 

 

CLH: 
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CHRISTOPHER B. BURKE ENGINEERING, LTD. 

9575 W Higgins Road, Suite 600  Rosemont, Illinois 60018-4920  Tel (847) 823-0500  Fax (847) 823-0520 

DATE:  January 12, 2011 

   

TO: All Attendees, File 

 

FROM: Jonathan O’Connell, PE; Christopher B. Burke Engineering, LTD. (CBBEL) 

 

SUBJECT: Drainage Review Meeting 

 01/12/11 at 1:30 pm 

 

LOCATION: City of Woodstock, Public Works Building 

 

ATTENDEES:  John Isbell (City of Woodstock) 

 Alan Wilson (City of Woodstock) 

 Rick Wojcik (IDOT Hydraulics) 

 Agar Shirani (IDOT Hydraulics) 

 Adam Moline (Strand) 

 Chin Wang (CBBEL) 

 Jonathan O’Connell (CBBEL) 

  

Christopher B. Burke Engineering (CBBEL) presented the Existing Drainage Plans based on the 

survey information available. CBBEL went through the plans and highlighted the areas where 

survey data was insufficient for determining an outlet location. 

 

• Outlet 1 is located at the intersection of IL Rte. 47 and McConnell Road. CBBEL 

explained that they were unsure where that outlet eventually ends up. The City explained 

that the pipe that heads east, at McConnell ends up via ditches and a double culvert under 

Zimmerman Road to DuFields Pond. IDOT wanted the pipe that runs under the building 

to be replaced by a new pipe within the McConnell ROW. During the design phase 

CBBEL will incorporate the flooding issues at Lake Avenue, under the railroad tracks and 

at McConnell Road into the Location Drainage Study. The City will pass along plans 

showing Lake Avenue design plans and also any plans showing the detention facility 

outlet for the lumber store located just east of IL Rte. 47 on Lake Avenue and as built 

plans of storm sewer systems in this area to IDOT. IDOT will provide a copy of the Lake 

Avenue drainage investigation to CBBEL. CBBEL noticed during their field review a box 

culvert under the Union Pacific Northwest Line railroad tracks. The City were unsure 

where this outlets to and the general thought was that it was used when there was an open 

drainage system in place but since there is a closed system now the box culvert is 

redundant. 

 

• Outlet 2 is located at the Burger King restaurant approximately 1500’ north of 

McConnell Road. CBBEL explained that they were unsure exactly how this outlet 

operates.  There is a double 60” or 72” culverts that appear to handle the high flow events. 

The City believes they have plans from the developments in this area and will forward any 

copies to IDOT. 
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CHRISTOPHER B. BURKE ENGINEERING, LTD. 

9575 W Higgins Road, Suite 600  Rosemont, Illinois 60018-4920  Tel (847) 823-0500  Fax (847) 823-0520 

 

• Outlet 5 is located at the intersection of IL 47 and Irving Avenue . CBBEL 

explained that the survey as presented didn’t show where the outlet was. The City 

explained that the 48” that crosses IL Rte 47 and then Irving Avenue outlets to a ditch 

behind the Wendy’s property. The City also identified this area as a potential site for the 

City’s regional detention. 

 

• Strand will talk to the survey consultant regarding picking up the 2 pump stations 

at Taco Bell’s and Tommy’s Restaurant so their locations can be incorporated into the 

Existing Drainage Plan. 

 

• The City of Woodstock shared a copy of a FIRM that was revised to reflect 

LOMR effective Jan 20th, 2011. This is located adjacent to IL 47 from Irving Ave. to IL 

Rte 120. CBBEL will incorporate this data into their study. 

 

Once the City and IDOT have passed along the relevant information CBBEL will compile a set of 

mark ups detailing where additional survey data is required. Strand will coordinate getting the 

survey request to American Surveying & Engineering P.C. 

 

 
 

 

These notes represent the preparer’s understanding of the items discussed and are not a verbatim account of the 
discussion. They are intended to generally document the discussions held; if any portion of these Minutes is found 
incomplete or inaccurate, please notify the preparer in writing within five business days from the receipt of the 
Minutes.  
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CITY OF WOODSTOCK MEETING No. 2 MINUTES 
February 15, 2012 

 
ILLINOIS ROUTE 47 

US ROUTE 14 TO CHARLES ROAD 
McHenry County 

P-91-007-09 
 
A meeting was held on Wednesday, February 15, 2012, at 10:30 A.M. The purpose of this meeting was to provide 
a recap of recent project progress and to solicit the City of Woodstock’s opinion on design criteria related to the 
On-Alignment alternative. In attendance were City Manager Timothy Clifton and Public Works Director John 
Isbell from the City of Woodstock, Ojas Patel and Mir Mustafa from the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT) Programming, Carrie Hansen from Images, Inc., and Darcie Gabrisko and Adam Moline of Strand 
Associates, Inc.® (Strand). 
 

1. Study Update 
 
A project update was provided. Coordination with the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning is complete, 
and its 2040 projections have been received. Work continues on development of the On-Alignment alternative 
that will be presented in the next public involvement meetings. Wetland information was received for the 
corridor, and it appears there will be minimal impacts. As a result, this project is dropping out of the NEPA/404 
merger process for environmental coordination. The development should help the schedule progress at a faster 
rate because of the reduced coordination effort. 
 

2. Upcoming Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting No. 5 
 
The next CAG meeting was planned for March 25, 2012. The City expressed concerns as many of the City staff 
will not be available for that date. The meeting was rescheduled for March 21, 2012, to accommodate City 
attendance. 
 

3. Design Criteria and Options 
 
Strand presented the following design criteria items for discussion: 
 

a. Access Consolidation–The city supports employing access management principles in the corridor 
and has enacted policy to require new development to implement cross access between 
businesses. The City is concerned with the prospect of losing parking, but the City understands it 
may be necessary and will work with the businesses to consider varying parking requirements in 
order to achieve cross access between businesses. The City prefers the study team present cross 
access and access management concepts to the CAG group rather than soliciting opinions first.  

 

b. Barrier Median–The City does not prefer the barrier median versus a center two-way left–turn 
lane but understands the IDOT policy and safety benefits of the barrier median. The City is 
concerned about right-of-way (ROW) impacts related to the increased width of the barrier 
median. The City is not interested in the maintenance cost of enhanced landscaping within the 
proposed barrier medians and urged the study team to look to the recently built IL Route 47 
expansion in Huntley for an example of what the City prefers as far as the aesthetics for the 
barrier median. 

 

c. Decorative Lighting–The City is interested in the concept of decorative lighting along certain 
segments of the corridor. The City would seek to implement a similar theme as is used in the 
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downtown square. The City would like to maintain or enhance the directional signage to the 
downtown areas. The relocation of existing signs should occur at no cost to the City. The existing 
signs are currently on private property but may be affected by the proposed widening. 

 

d. Roadway Lighting–The existing roadway lighting in the corridor is sporadic and was perhaps 
installed by ComEd. The City does not have jurisdiction over this lighting system. Strand said 
roadway lighting for the City of Woodstock could approach $1.2 million per mile. IDOT 
indicated that if lighting is not specifically warranted, the City would be responsible for 100 
percent of the cost. The City responded that such a high cost would be difficult to handle, and the 
decision to include lighting would have to be reviewed further. 

 

4. Nonconforming Elements 
 
The City generally has no issues with varying its requirements as far as setbacks, parking, or signage requirements 
that would be modified by potential ROW takes.  
 

5. CAG Membership–New City Commission Members 
 
The City indicated that new members were appointed to various city commissions of which several participate in 
the IL Route 47 CAG. The City promised to e-mail a list of new names to Images, Inc. for invitation to the 
upcoming meeting. 
 

6. Next Steps 
 
Strand presented the next steps of the study process.  The footprint of the On-Alignment alternative would be 
developed to further detail. The detailed impacts would be evaluated and the alternative further refined until 
ultimately arriving at the preferred alternative. The City indicated that the study group should make it clear to the 
CAG and public that all bypass alternatives have been eliminated from consideration. 
 
 
 
If there are any additions or comments, please call me at 815-744-4200 ext. 3314. 
 
Prepared and respectfully submitted by Adam Moline. 
 
c: All Participants Ojas Patel, IDOT 
 Timothy Clifton, Woodstock Mir Mustafa, IDOT 
 John Isbell, Woodstock Darcie Gabrisko, Strand 
 Carrie Hansen, Images, Inc. Adam Moline, Strand 
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
City of Woodstock One-on-One Meeting 

 

Date:  April 2, 2014 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Location: Woodstock Mayor’s Office – 121 Calhoun, Woodstock, Illinois 

Prepared By: Images, Inc. 

 

A meeting amongst the City of Woodstock, the Illinois Department of Transportation 

(Department), representatives of Strand Associates and Images was held on April 2, 2014 at 

1:00 PM to provide a study update, present alternatives under consideration and discuss the 

next steps in the Phase I study.  Attendees from the City of Woodstock included Roscoe 

Stelford, Alan Wilson, Paul Ruscko and Cort Carlson.  Attendees from the Department included 

Steve Schilke, John Baldauf and Kyle Bochte and consultants Darcie Gabrisko, Strand Associates 

and Cathy Valente, Images were present. 

 

An overview of the Phase I study background and process was presented, highlighting the work 

completed to date which included the full range of alternatives.  Steve and Darcie presented 

the background on the bypass history as presented at the last Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) 

meeting.  The bypass alternatives have been dismissed due to the traffic analysis demonstrating 

that a bypass scenario would not take enough traffic away from Route 47, and Route 47 would 

still need to be widened. 

 

The Department and consultant, Strand Associates, Inc., then presented the two alternatives 

under consideration beginning at the southern end of the project limits and moving northerly.  

Characteristics of the two alternatives include two lanes in each direction separated by barrier 

median.  The alternatives presented include roundabouts and/or conventional intersections or 

a combination of the two.  The Department has been proactive meeting with business owners 

and will continue to be available to discuss how best to accommodate existing business access 

with balancing future development.  The Department expressed the desire to promote cross 

access between businesses to improve access due to the proposed barrier median design. The 

City should work with local businesses to promote cross access to improve access management 

along IL 47. It is anticipated that the study would be processed as an Environmental Assessment 

at this time. 
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The project was discussed starting at the southern limits and moved north. The project team 

explained that the existing traffic control at US 14 (signal), and Southview Drive (minor stop) 

will be maintained in both of the proposed alternatives.  Frontage Road access will be 

maintained and the Department will be evaluating how to accommodate access to businesses, 

including potential cross access opportunities and consolidating access throughout the 

southern section of the project. 

 

The existing traffic control at Lake Avenue (signal) and McConnell Road (signal) would both be 

roundabouts or both remain signalized in the proposed alternatives. 

 

With roundabouts at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road, the railroad structure would not need 

to be replaced.  A 10’ shared-use path on the east would be accommodated by jacking under 

the railroad.  With the signalized intersection scenario, the structure would need to be replaced 

and a shoofly constructed with impacts to approximately eight businesses on the south side of 

the railroad. 

 

Cost 

The cost differential between the roundabouts and signalized intersections  is 

 approximately $30 million, and that is for the replacement bridge and shoofly and does not 

include ROW, acquisition or roadway construction.   

 

Growth 

The signalized intersection alternative would fail first if the area continues to grow due to 

storage.  The projected traffic is based on a 2040 model and currently the ADT is 24,000 and it 

is anticipated to grow to 46,000. 

 

Roundabout Proximity 

The State of Illinois does not have any other locations in which two  roundabouts are in close 

proximity, however, Strand Associates, Inc. has worked with over 200 roundabouts in Illinois 

and other states and it has been done. 

 

Hybrid Alternative 

A hybrid alternative, one signalized intersection and one roundabout  is not an option because 

there would be insufficient storage to handle left turn movements from southbound IL 47 to 

eastbound Lake.  Also, red lights would stop traffic and backup traffic into the roundabout.  The 

shoofly and replacement bridge would also be required. 

 

Department Preference  

 The Department does not have a preference whether these are signalized intersection or 

roundabouts at this time.  The City of Woodstock and its stakeholders will tell us what is 

acceptable. 
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Safety 

The roundabout alternative is safer when compared to a signalized intersection. 

 

Truck Traffic 

Trucks can navigate roundabouts, the aprons are wide enough to accommodate traffic.  Also, 

the truck traffic runs off peak travel times so there shouldn’t be conflict between types of 

vehicles. 

 

Increased Demand due to County Fair 

If the traffic doubles, either alternative will experience delays.   

 

Roundabouts after Construction 

 The Department has not taken a roundabout out after installation.  Roundabouts are analyzed 

operationally, just as signalized intersections. 

 

There was a brief discussion regarding legal “U” turns. 

 

Country Club Road 

 

The existing traffic control at County Club Road (signal) and would remain signalized in the 

proposed alternative. 

 

McDonalds 

The elimination of the McDonald’s IL 47 access is currently proposed because they have access 

on the south and west sides of their parcel. Right in and right out access can be considered.  In 

general, median breaks on Strategic Regional Arterials (SRA) are limited to ¼ mile spacing. 

 

Judd Street/Irving Avenue 

 

The existing traffic control at Judd Street/Irving Avenue (signal) and would be a roundabout or 

remain signalized in the proposed alternatives. 

 

A roundabout would provide for a smooth movement for vehicles traveling northbound on 

Irving. 

 

Space Requirement 

Roundabouts do require more space immediately at the intersection, however less space at the 

approaches to the intersection.  For a signalized intersection, more space is needed due to long 

tapers. 

 

Route 120/McHenry Avenue 

 

The existing traffic control at Route 120/McHenry Avenue (signal) and would remain signalized 

in the proposed alternatives. 
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A roundabout would not work at this particular location due to the traffic imbalance.  11’ lanes 

are proposed to minimize property acquisition.  To the north there would be a barrier median 

with grass cover instead of concrete and a 10’ shared-use path on the east side and sidewalk on 

the west side. 

 

Moving north to Greenwood, there are residential properties on one side and businesses on the 

other side.  This is a difficult area as there are few areas with not having a lot of cross access.  

The Department asked if there was any commercial business issues in this area and the City 

responded no. 

 

St. John’s Road 

 

The existing traffic control at St. John’s Road (minor stop) would be converted to a signal. 

 

The City mentioned this will make people happy. However, closing off 2 roads will make people 

unhappy. 

 

Russel Court 

 

The existing traffic control at Russel Court (signal) would remain signalized. 

 

Ware Road 

 

The existing traffic control at Ware Road (minor stop) would be a roundabout or remain stop 

controlled on Ware Road.   

 

This location did not meet warrants for a traffic signal. The sidewalk would be terminated at 

Ware Road due to the rural nature of the area to the north.  However, the shared-use path will 

extend to Charles Road. 

 

There are discussions with the property owner north of the school about development of 

commercial along the corridor adjacent to IL 47 and residential behind the commercial area. 

 

Charles Road 

 

The existing traffic control at Charles Road (all-way stop) would be a roundabout or remain an 

all-way stop. 

 

Charles Road did not meet traffic warrants for a signal.  A roundabout would slow traffic down 

approaching the curb and gutter area of 45 mph.   
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Miscellaneous 

 

A discussion took place regarding the shared-use path and sidewalk pedestrian 

accommodations and the IDOT cost share policy of 80/20 if the City provides maintenance.  

These types of decisions are not needed during Phase I, however, they are needed during Phase 

II.  In Phase I, the Department will include the path and ROW.  During Phase II an agreement 

can be executed and as construction draws near, detailed cost estimates will be available and 

firm financial commitments would be necessary at that time.  

 

The Department can also make grading and right of way accommodations for the sidewalk and 

path if the City doesn’t want to install them with the IL 47 improvements.  

 

Roadway lighting and maintenance is 100% City responsibility.  A discussion took place 

regarding the City cost share (at 100%) of lighting a roundabout vs. the City cost share of 

constructing a signalized intersection.  The cost share for the signals is 50/50 for each leg for 

which the City has jurisdiction.  The City would be responsible for maintenance, too. 

 

Maintenance of the green space within a roundabout or in medians was discussed.  The 

Department will mow once a year if there are no trees in the median. The Department will not 

mow if there are trees in the median. It is likely the City will want to maintain the green space.  

The Department will provide the City with a listing of plantings that withstand the elements.  

There may be an opportunity for the City to obtain sponsorships of the roundabouts, if 

selected, by local groups. 

 

There will be utility impacts and that would be a City of Woodstock cost.  It was mentioned that 

this would be a large cost.  Steve mentioned that land acquisition could take 3 -5 years and the 

Department has run into clear title issues since 2007.  The Department has the water main and 

sewer plans. 

 

The Phase II, design, portion of this project is funded.  Construction and Land Acquisition are 

programmed at this time.  Land Acquisition is becoming more complicated due to increasing 

numbers of foreclosures and could take 3 to 5 years before all the property is acquired.  

 

Next Steps 

Next steps include a Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAG) meeting to obtain feedback on what 

was presented today, with a public meeting early summer.  A follow up CAG meeting will be 

conducted prior to a fall/winter public hearing. 

 

Action Items 

Provide a set of plans for review to the City and County 

Look into cost of lighting a multi-lane roundabout 

Provide the Department policy on traffic generator signage 

Provide the Department policy on gateway signage 

Provide Department list of types of median plantings that survive the street conditions 
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Woodstock Fire/Rescue District and City of Woodstock Police Department 

 

Date:  June 10, 2014 

Time:  9:00 AM 

Location: Woodstock Police/Fire District – 435 E. Judd Street, Woodstock, IL 

Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc. 

 

A meeting between the City of Woodstock Police and Woodstock Fire District, Strand Associates 

(Strand), Illinois Department of Transportation (Department), and the City of Woodstock 

representative was held on June 10, 2014 at 9:00 AM to discuss the IL Route 47 Phase I Study 

and provide a progress update.  Attendees included Fire Chief Ralph Webster, Police Chief 

Robert Lowen, Roscoe Stelford (City of Woodstock), Paul Ruscko (City of Woodstock), Darcie 

Gabrisko (Strand), Bill Plant (Strand), Steve Schilke (Department), John Baldauf (Department), 

and Kyle Bochte(Department). 

 

Introductions were made and a project update was given. The project consists of a Phase I 

study of IL Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in Woodstock, Illinois. The Phase II 

consultants have been chosen. The Phase II design is broken up into two sections: IL Route 47 

from US Route 14 to IL Route 120 is the first section and IL Route 120 to Charles Road is the 

second section. There is no current funding for construction or land acquisition. To date, there 

have been six Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meetings and two public meetings held. The third 

public meeting is scheduled for July 9, 2014 at Challenger Learning Center. Roll plots of the 

corridor were displayed. The planned cross section is two lanes in each direction with a barrier 

median, a ten foot shared-use path on the east side of the roadway, and a five foot sidewalk on 

the west side of the roadway. Roundabouts are being considered at the intersections of IL 

Route 47 with Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Irving/Judd Street, Ware Road, and Charles Road. 

Roundabouts at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road would enable the existing railroad structure 

between the intersections to remain. Traffic signals at the intersections would require a new 

structure with a temporary track, costing approximately $30 million. At CAG meeting number 

six, the group unanimously voted in favor of roundabouts at all five intersections.  
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The study team asked for input from the City of Woodstock Police and Woodstock Fire District 

regarding its initial issues and concerns with the Route 47 study area.  Comments, issues and 

concerns provided about the corridor included: 

 

• A barrier curb median does eliminate the potential for left turns from side streets or 

entrances onto IL Route 47 or from IL Route 47 onto side streets or entrances. Various 

entrances will be right-in/right-out. Therefore, at some entrances, U-turns will be 

required to get to the destination. U-turns are also possible at roundabouts, which is 

often safer and more convenient due to the protection provided. 

• Currently there is a high number of crashes around Lake Avenue and McConnell Road. A 

crash exhibit was displayed showing the number of crashes in the corridor by location.  

• A concern of the efficiency of the roundabouts compared to a standard intersection 

with traffic signals was mentioned. IL Route 47 is often overly congested during peak 

traffic times such as a Friday afternoon around 4 P.M. Roundabouts typically result in 

fewer crashes due to there being fewer conflict points in the intersection and the 

possibility to eliminate skew in the intersection. Crashes are typically less severe in 

roundabouts because they reduce the likelihood of dangerous angle crashes and the 

speeds are lower. Roundabouts also yielded a better level of service and reduced delay 

at all five intersections compared to its alternative for the design year of 2040. There 

would be a learning curve for roundabouts but as familiarity increases, efficiency would 

as well. An Average Daily Traffic (ADT) figure was displayed for the corridor. The figure 

showed that the current primary use of IL 47 is local traffic because the ADT values 

significantly decrease around Ware Road and Charles Road. Drivers are not typically 

using IL Route 47 to pass through town and continue to Wisconsin or other distant 

destinations. Users of the corridor should be able to familiarize themselves with 

roundabout intersections if that alternative were to be chosen.  

• Fire Chief Webster expressed concern about how fire trucks could navigate through the 

roundabouts. The proposed roundabouts will be able to accommodate the fire trucks 

because the roundabouts are two lanes and have a truck apron. The roundabouts were 

designed for vehicles larger than those used by the Fire District. Post Meeting: Chief 

Webster provided dimensions of their largest Fire Truck. Strand developed a template for 

it and ran turning movements in auto-turn software.  The vehicle successfully navigated 

the roundabouts. A video and still aerial view were provided to the Chief for his Board. 

• The Fire District is not concerned with their ability to perform U-turns. They are more 

likely to go against traffic.  

• The safety of the U-turns was brought up as a concern. The U-turns are safe. “U-turn 

Permitted” signs could also be included to better inform drivers. 

• A question as to what signing and striping is involved at roundabouts was mentioned. 

The roundabouts will have significant signing and striping. There is more signing 

involved in a roundabout than a traditional intersection. The signing is often graphic. 

The signing will also warn drivers to slow down approaching the roundabout. Curves 

approaching the roundabouts are utilized to slow drivers. 
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• A question as to how the snow plows maintain a roundabout was asked. A roundabout 

requires a different approach to snow removal. However, snow plows can still 

successfully maintain roundabouts. 

• The railroad structure between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road was discussed. In the 

roundabout design, users of the sidewalk will cross over to the east side of the roadway 

onto the shared-use path through a proposed tunnel running beneath the railroad 

structure east of the roadway. There is enough room for four 11-foot lanes beneath the 

existing structure. No additional feet can be added beneath the bridge without 

providing an entire new structure. The existing structure is in good condition. The profile 

of the roadway may be lowered slightly under the bridge for clearance purposes. The 

standard traffic signal design does require a new structure for the railroad. This also 

requires a temporary track and structure for the railroad while the proposed structure is 

being constructed. The temporary track would impact four businesses and two 

residential buildings. Currently, the roundabout design impacts two businesses near the 

railroad bridge. The ultimate impact to these affected businesses and property would be 

a part of the land acquisition process.  

 

A review of the entire corridor was given by Strand. The proposed barrier median is 18 feet 

wide south of Ware Road and 22 feet wide north of Ware Road. On the roll plot exhibits, all 

properties highlighted pink were instances where the proposed design affects part of the 

building on the property. The intersection at Southview Drive does not meet signal warrants so 

will be left as stop-controlled on Southview Drive and uncontrolled on IL Route 47. Wanda Lane 

is proposed to be right-in/right-out access. The design is trying to best accommodate 

businesses with median openings along the corridor.  The proposed shared-use path continues 

through Bates Park on the City’s property. The City is supportive of the shared-use path 

providing connectivity throughout the corridor, including at Bates Park. At Ware Road, traffic 

does not warrant standard signals so the intersection would remain as stop-controlled on Ware 

Road and uncontrolled on IL Route 47 if the roundabout alternative is not selected. Similar to 

Ware Road, traffic does not warrant signals at Charles Road so the intersection would remain a 

four-way stop-controlled intersection if the roundabout alternative is not selected. 

Roundabouts at the north end of the project could also be useful to slow down drivers 

approaching the city from the north. The Police and Fire District were supportive of the 

roundabouts at Ware Road and Charles Road and had no objections to the three other 

roundabout locations. 

 

A question was asked as to why the intersection at Greenwood Circle and Greenwood Avenue is 

being realigned to a four-way intersection but the intersection at Donovan Avenue and 

Greenwood Circle is not being realigned. At Donovan Avenue, realignment of the minor legs 

would cause the church parking lot or residential houses to be affected.  

 

Strand and IDOT asked if the Police or Fire District were concerned about the right-in/right-out 

access at the intersections of IL Route 47 with Center Street and Christian Way. The Police and 

Fire District were not concerned.  
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The Police and Fire District mentioned it would be important to have a left turn lane with a 

median break at Sheila Street because the Police and Fire District go there a lot approaching 

from both directions. 

 

The possibility of having mountable curb with a grass median at certain areas was mentioned. 

The Police and Fire District expressed concern that after seeing the Police and Fire District 

mount the median for left turns, local drivers would begin to do the same thing. 

 

The question was asked if the project was going to combine the Northwood Lane entrance with 

Ware Road to form a four-way intersection. The property north of the school at Ware Road is 

ultimately planned to be developed and the roundabout will have a stub at the west side to 

accommodate the future expansion.  





IL 47 – School District 200 Minutes Page 1 

 

Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Woodstock Community Unit School District 200 

 

Date:  June 10, 2014 

Time:  10:15 AM 

Location: Woodstock School District 200 Administration Offices – 

  227 W. Judd Street, Woodstock, IL 

Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc. 

 

A meeting between Woodstock Community Unit School District 200 officials, representatives of 

Illinois Department of Transportation (Department), and Strand Associates (Strand) was held on 

June 10, 2014 at 10:15 AM to discuss the IL Route 47 Phase I Study and provide a progress 

update.  Attendees included Mark Heckmon (School District 200), Diane Carter School District 

200), Mike Moan (School District 200), Darcie Gabrisko (Strand), Bill Plant (Strand), Steve 

Schilke (Department), John Baldauf (Department), and Kyle Bochte (Department). 

 

Introductions were made and a project update was given. The project consists of a Phase I 

study of IL Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in Woodstock, Illinois. To date, there 

have been six Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meetings and two public meetings. The third public 

meeting is scheduled for July 9, 2014 at Challenger Learning Center. Roll plots of the corridor 

were displayed. The planned cross section is two lanes in each direction with a barrier median, 

a ten foot shared-use path east of the roadway, and a five foot sidewalk west of the roadway. 

Roundabouts are being considered at the intersections of IL Route 47 with Lake Avenue, 

McConnell Road, Irving/Judd Street, Ware Road, and Charles Road. Roundabouts at Lake 

Avenue and McConnell Road would enable the existing railroad structure between the 

intersections to remain. Traffic signals at the intersections would require a new structure with a 

temporary track, costing approximately $30 million. Roundabouts typically result in fewer 

crashes due to there being fewer conflict points in the intersection and the possibility to 

eliminate skew in the intersection. Crashes are typically less severe in roundabouts because 

they reduce the likelihood of dangerous angle crashes. Speeds at roundabouts will be lower 

than signalized intersections due to the curved approaches designed to slow approaching 

drivers. Roundabouts also yielded a better level of service and less delay at all five intersections 

compared to its alternative for the design year of 2040. At CAG meeting number six, the group 

unanimously voted in favor of roundabouts at all five intersections.  
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The study team asked for input from the School District regarding its initial issues and concerns 

with the Route 47 study area.  Comments and suggestions included: 

 

• The School District asked what dictates if roundabouts or signalized intersections are 

chosen at the five locations. Public meetings, CAG meetings, and detailed technical 

analysis are key parts of deciding what is ultimately proposed at each intersection. After 

the public meeting July 9, 2014, final details on the intersections will be made with the 

goal of having the public hearing at the end of 2014.  

• A discussion was held as to whether the School District’s buses could navigate the 

roundabout. There will be no issue with the buses being able to navigate through the 

proposed roundabouts. The roundabouts are multi-lane roundabouts with a truck 

apron. Autoturn movements were run using vehicles larger than school buses and the 

vehicles were able to navigate the roundabouts. 

• The school representatives asked if four lanes can fit beneath the existing railroad 

structure and where the pedestrians will cross the railroad tracks. There is enough room 

for four 11-foot lanes beneath the existing structure. The existing structure is a severe 

constriction because it has the roadway lanes and sidewalk underneath it now. In the 

roundabout alternative at Lake and McConnell, there will be only four lanes of traffic 

underneath the existing structure.  Sidewalk users on the west side of Il 47 must cross 

over to the east side onto the shared-use path that runs through a proposed tunnel 

beneath the existing railroad tracks. Pedestrians crossing a roundabout can be safer 

than crossing an intersection because pedestrians must only look in one direction at a 

time to avoid traffic.  

• The School District asked what the lane width inside the roundabouts would be. Post 

Meeting: It was confirmed the roundabout lane widths would be 13 feet for the inside 

lane and 15 feet for the outside lane. 

• Dedicated right turn lanes are proposed at roundabouts to improve the operations of 

the intersection. The eastbound, westbound, and southbound legs of the intersection at 

Lake Avenue have dedicated right turn lanes. The westbound leg of the intersection at 

McConnell Road has a dedicated right turn lane. The westbound and eastbound legs of 

the intersection at Charles Road have dedicated right turn lanes.  

• There was a discussion of other roundabouts being implemented in the area. Kane 

County is planning a roundabout on IL 47 at Burlington Road south of the project limits. 

• A question was asked about how the corridor will be constructed. The Phase II 

consultants have been chosen. The Phase II design is broken up into two sections: IL 

Route 47 from US Route 14 to IL Route 120 is the first section and IL Route 120 to 

Charles Road is the second section. There is no current funding for construction or land 

acquisition. Construction plans could get divided even further, based on funding 

availability. Getting through the Phase I process is the priority. Land acquisition will take 

two to four years minimum so it will still be several years before the corridor is 

constructed.  
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Discussion began about the School District’s opinion on the currently proposed median break 

locations. Some entrances were combined and others have a right-in/right-out design. The goal 

of the selected median break locations is to best accommodate the businesses and residents 

within the corridor. Comments and suggestions from the School District included: 

 

• How the Roundabout alternative addresses access to the schools at Ware Road was 

discussed. Northwood Lane is a one way street going south. Not providing a median 

break and left turn lane at the north entrance on Northwood Lane to the schools would 

require buses headed northbound to U-turn at Ware Road. The entrance at Russel Court 

is rarely used except for the elementary school because the other schools are north of 

that entrance. In the stop sign design of the intersection with Ware Road, there is a 

median break for the north entrance to the school from IL Route 47. A median break at 

this location cannot be provided in the roundabout alternative due to the proximity of 

the roundabout to the entrance. The School District said it would probably be easier for 

them to U-turn at the roundabout than attempt to make a left turn across two lanes of 

traffic at a median break.  

• Up to 35-40 buses use IL Route 47 around Ware Road at 7:30 AM, 8:30 AM, 3:00 PM, 

and 3:30 PM. 

• The School District asked if there is a learning curve for roundabouts. There would be a 

learning curve for roundabouts but as familiarity increases, efficiency would as well. An 

Average Daily Traffic (ADT) figure was displayed for the corridor. The figure showed that 

the current primary use of IL 47 is local traffic because the ADT values significantly 

decrease around Ware Road and Charles Road. Drivers are not typically using IL Route 

47 to pass through town and continue to Wisconsin or other distant destinations. Users 

of the corridor should be able to familiarize themselves with roundabout intersections if 

that alternative were to be chosen. 

• The School District uses Sheila Street quite a bit and would prefer if there was a median 

break with a left turn lane at the intersection. Otherwise, the school buses will need to 

be rerouted. The School District said Sheila Street plays a bigger role than Birch Road 

typically.  

• St. Johns is used a lot by the School District. A signal is being proposed at the 

intersection. 

• The School District stated it might be more useful for them to have a median break at 

Christian Way rather than at Park Street. Strand mentioned doing this would impact the 

Grove Street median break. The School District does not use Grove Street for left turns 

as much. The School District had no other issues with the access and lack of access to 

the other streets in this part of the corridor. 

• The School District supported the median breaks at Donovan Avenue, Melody Lane, 

Maple Avenue, and Cooney Drive. 

• The U-turns are designed for passenger cars, not school buses. Roundabouts would be a 

good location for school buses to turn around.  

• The School District still uses Illinois Route 47 quite a bit for their routes.  
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• A question was asked regarding the length of construction once it has begun. The 

construction schedule would depend on the timing of the funding available. 

 

A review of the corridor was given by Strand. The proposed barrier median is 18 feet wide 

south of Ware Road and 22 feet wide north or Ware Road. On the roll plot exhibits, all 

properties highlighted pink were instances where the proposed design affects part of the 

building on the property. The intersection at Southview Drive does not meet signal warrants so 

will be left as stop controlled on Southview Drive and uncontrolled on IL Route 47. Wanda Lane 

is proposed to be right-in/right-out access. At Ware Road, traffic does not warrant standard 

signals so the intersection would remain as stop-controlled on Ware Road and uncontrolled on 

IL Route 47 if the roundabout alternative is not selected. Similar to Ware Road, traffic does not 

warrant signals at Charles Road so the intersection would remain a four-way stop-controlled 

intersection if the roundabout alternative is not selected. Roundabouts at the north end of the 

project could also be useful to slow down drivers approaching the city from the north. At the 

conclusion of the meeting, the school district had no objections to any of the proposed 

roundabout locations. 
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Illinois Route 47
Phase I Study

MEETING MINUTES
City of Woodstock Meeting 4

Date: April 8, 2016
Time: 10:00 AM
Location: Woodstock Mayor’s Office – 121 Calhoun, Woodstock, Illinois
Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc.

A meeting between the City of Woodstock (City), representatives of the Illinois Department of
Transportation (Department), and Strand Associates, Inc. (Strand) was held on April 8, 2016. The
purpose of the meeting was to provide a project update, discuss cross access possibilities, discuss
upcoming public involvement planned, and discuss the Highway Safety Manual analysis results.
Attendees included Mayor Brian Sager (City), Garrett Anderson (City), Jeff VanLanduyt (City),
Roscoe Stelford (City), Joe Napolitano (City), Krista Coltrin (City), Steve Schilke (Department),
John Baldauf (Department), Kyle Bochte (Department), and Bill Plant (Strand).

Introductions were made and a project update was given. The project consists of a Phase I study
of  IL  47  from  US  14  to  Charles  Road.  In  a  Phase  I  study,  alternatives  are  considered,  public
involvement is conducted, environmental impacts are determined, and a proposed alternative is
selected. The project team is targeting to complete the Phase I study by spring 2017. Phase II is
currently funded and will begin upon completion of Phase I. Phase II consists of developing the
contract documents necessary for construction.

IL 47 as a whole was divided into two sections. The other Phase I for IL 47, from Reed Road to US
14, is near completion, and Phase II will begin in summer 2016. Each Phase I section is divided
into two Phase II sections due to complexity of work associated with the design. All four Phase II
consultants have been selected. Land acquisition and a majority of construction of the project
are not currently funded. The only section of IL 47 that is funded for construction is the bridge
over the Kishwaukee River in the south section of IL 47. The Department will  provide the City
with a briefing of all four sections in the near future.

The preferred alternative consists of two lanes in each direction separated by a barrier median.
A 10-foot wide shared-use path is proposed on the east side of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road
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and a 5-foot wide sidewalk is proposed on the west side of IL 47 from US 14 to Ware Road. Roll
plots of the project preferred alternative were displayed.

At the Chamber of Commerce meeting held on October 23, 2014, some business owners and
tenants along the corridor expressed concern regarding the proposed barrier median and the
lack of left turn access for certain businesses. As a result of the concerns voiced, the project study
team has worked to investigate the possibility of cross access between properties. Cross access
is defined as navigable vehicle access between two different businesses on private property.
Cross access is beneficial because it allows vehicles to travel between businesses on private
property, removing congestion on IL 47. Cross access is also beneficial because it allows
businesses currently without left turn access to have full access to their property via the
neighboring businesses with full access. A majority of the median breaks will provide a bumpout
in the pavement to allow for passenger car U-turns at the median breaks.

The  Department  will  work  with  property  owners  to  implement  cross  access  if  cross  access
agreements have been signed by the adjoining property owners. Receiving the cross access
agreements prior to the land acquisition process is important in order for the cross access to be
implemented as a part of this project. The Department requires the temporary easement
necessary to construct the cross access be donated by the property owners. The temporary
easement is only necessary to construct the proposed cross access and lasts five years. It is the
responsibility of the adjoining property owners to maintain the cross access after it is initially
constructed.

The roll plots displayed identified locations along the corridor where cross access currently exists
and can continue to exist after the proposed construction, locations where cross access is
possible, locations where no left turn access is possible if all cross access was implemented, and
property owners/tenants who have commented on the project regarding access. Properties
where trucks currently back into private driveways for loading docks that can no longer be
accommodated were also identified on the roll plots. The City asked what happens to the
properties where truck movements for the property can no longer be accommodated. Impacts
on truck movements on private properties are determined in the Land Acquisition phase of the
project. Depending on the property owner desires as well as significance of the property impacts,
the Department assesses damages resulting from the loss of productivity/convenience related to
the property change and evaluates potential relocation of the property.

The project study team is targeting to meet in small groups with businesses located along the
corridor to discuss access concerns as well as cross access possibilities. The meetings will be
conducted in late spring or early summer.  A total of 10 meetings are proposed with groups of
businesses throughout the corridor. The meeting groups were determined by location along the
corridor, property characteristics, impacts associated with the proposed design, and previous
project involvement of the business. The project team discussed the proposed meetings and
other design aspects with the City of Woodstock. The following is a summary of the discussion.
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· The  City  stated  that  the  property  at  the  southwest  corner  of  IL  47  and  US  14  is  an
important property for redevelopment. A right in-right out request was submitted by the
City for access off of US 14. Davis Road could also be realigned to run south of the property
and north of the old Woodstock Harley Davidson. The Department will determine whose
jurisdiction Davis Road is. The City will provide the Department with the draft plans for
the property buildout that are available. Post Meeting Note: Davis Road is under City
jurisdiction.

·  The idea of extending Catalpa Lane north to align with his property and provide a median
break at the entrance was discussed. This realignment would remove left turn access from
1790 S Eastwood Drive and split  the 1700 S Eastwood Drive property in  half.  The City
agreed Catalpa Lane should not be extended.

· The building at 1220 S Eastwood Drive is proposed to be relocated as a part of the project
and has voiced their concerns throughout the project. Several roundabout design
iterations were evaluated in an attempt to avoid the relocation.

· The proposed Lake Avenue roundabout requires vehicles exiting 990 Lake Avenue located
at the southwest corner of the intersection to travel southbound.

· The proposed design removes left turn access for 930 Lake Avenue located on the south
side of Lake Avenue west of IL 47.

· The proposed design removes all existing parking at the front of the 890 Lake Avenue
property.

· The City believes there are hints of development desired at the property on the west side
of IL 47 between Lake Avenue and the Union Pacific Railroad. This property is currently
proposed to be used for detention. The Department stated all properties along state
routes that are attempting to change the current use of the land should require a permit
through the Department. This will allow the Department to inform developers about the
future plans of the property when the permit is requested.

· Cross Access is possible for 991 McConnell Road, 950 S Eastwood Drive, and 900 S
Eastwood Drive, located on the west side of IL 47 north of McConnell Road.

· No direct left turn access is proposed for 935 S Eastwood Drive. Vehicles traveling
southbound will be able to access the property by U-turning in the McConnell Road
roundabout.

· 999 S Eastwood Drive is identified as a potential relocation as a part of this project due to
the footprint associated with the McConnell Road roundabout.
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· Trucks currently back into a loading dock at 900 S Eastwood Drive on the west side of IL
47. The proposed design with barrier median will not allow the trucks to perform this
movement.

· A majority of the businesses located on the east side of IL 47 from McConnell Road to
Country Club Road have existing cross access between properties that will remain after
construction.  Cross  access  can  be  added  between  401  S  Eastwood  Drive  and  385  S
Eastwood Drive.

· Cross access is possible with a majority of the businesses located on the west side of IL
47. The City informed the project team that Dominick’s owns the property on the west
side of IL 47 north of the 410 S Eastwood Drive complex. The City is concerned regarding
access at this location. The existing entrance where left turn access is proposed between
500 S Eastwood Drive and 400 S Eastwood Drive has poor visibility. The City suggested
evaluating moving the median break north in between 400 S Eastwood Drive and 320 S
Eastwood Drive because it could serve as a primary entrance to the properties. Moving
the median break to this location would require evaluating the median break spacing
between this opening and the Country Club Road intersection. The Dominick’s lot may
also  be  able  to  use  Country  Club  Road/South  Street  as  their  primary  access.  The  City
believes Dominick’s also purchased a few of the houses located on the south side of South
Street west of IL 47 in order to provide access off of South Street. The City informed the
project team that the Taco Bell located 400 S Eastwood Drive will likely be relocating. It is
unknown where they will be moving to.

· The City stated the owner of the property located at the northwest corner of the
intersection of IL 47 and Judd Street is aware that his property is proposed to be relocated
as a part of this project. The property owner understands he can sell the property but is
required to disclose the project to potential buyers. The project study team stated even
if funding became available in the near future, it is likely land acquisition will not be
complete for at least three years. Because of this, the property owner should be able to
lease out the building until land acquisition is carried forward.

· Median break locations north of IL 120 were determined based on design policy and
feedback received from the Woodstock School District 200, Woodstock Fire/Rescue
District, and Woodstock Police Department at previous meetings. All parties met with
mentioned above were supportive of the proposed barrier median.

· The City informed the project study team there are three new Hearthstone Communities
buildings located on the east side of IL 47 south of Christian Way that are not depicted in
the roll plot figures provided. All driveways for the new buildings are located off of
Christian Way.
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· No direct left turn access is possible for 1108 North Seminary Avenue, 1110 N Seminary
Avenue, 1114 N Seminary Avenue, and 1118 N Seminary Avenue located on the east side
of IL 47 north of Donovan Avenue.

· The property tenant of 1125 N Seminary Avenue voiced their concerns requesting left
turn access at the Chamber of Commerce meeting. The property currently has cross
access with 1132 N Madison Street, located west of the subject property, so full access is
possible for customers traveling to 1125 N Seminary Avenue through 1132 N Madison
Street.

· The proposed project removes a portion of the parking lot at 1211 N Seminary Avenue,
located at the northwest corner of IL 47 and Greenwood Avenue. The property owner has
not yet commented on the project. The property owner also owns the property directly
to the west so additional parking can be added if necessary.

· Direct left turn access will be removed for a majority of the businesses and apartment
complexes on the east side of IL 47 from Greenwood Avenue to Birch Road. The project
study team asked if there is any future development planned for the parcel located east
of 1216 N Seminary Avenue. No known development is planned at this time.

·  No direct left turn access is proposed for 1903 N Seminary Avenue on the west side of IL
47 south of Sunshine Lane. The property located north of the subject property is currently
being marketed for a future apartment building.

· 2028 N Seminary Avenue, 2030 N Seminary Avenue, and 2020 N Seminary Avenue, all
located on the east side of IL 47 south of Russel Court, will not have direct left turn access
unless cross access is implemented. The City believes the owner of 2028 N Seminary
Avenue also owns the property directly south of the building. The City informed the
project study team that the vacant building at 2020 N Seminary Avenue has been
purchased and is scheduled to become an independent restaurant. The City believes
2020, 2024, 2028, and 2030 N Seminary Avenue all have an existing cross access
agreement.

Figures were handed out to all attendees detailing safety factors and studies associated with the
corridor. A total of 399 crashes were observed in the project corridor between 2010 and 2012.
Of the 399 crashes, a majority of the crashes were between Lake Avenue and Judd Street. The
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) completed a national study comparing corridors with
barrier median to two-way left-turn lanes (TWLTL). The study found that adding a median where
a previous TWLTL existed can reduce the crash rate by approximately 37% and the injury rate by
approximately 48%. The Department is currently conducting a similar study at a regional level.
The Department’s study investigated 13 corridors in the Chicagoland Region, 7 of which have a
TWLTL and 6 of which have a barrier median. The results show a 36% reduction in crashes for
barrier median compared to a TWLTL, as well as a 54% reduction in fatalities. The project study
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team also did a safety analysis for expected number of crashes along this IL 47 project corridor,
Evaluating  the  impact  of  a  barrier  median  compared  to  a  TWLTL.  The  results  yielded  an  8%
reduction in total number of expected crashes, as well as a 9% reduction in total number of
expected fatal and injury crashes.

The City asked if there was negative feedback regarding the roundabouts at the Chamber of
Commerce meeting. Some negative feedback was received but it is believed the feedback was a
result of the negative views toward the barrier median. Several also expressed support of the
roundabouts. In general, there was much support of the roundabouts at the previous public
meeting. The roundabouts were designed to accommodate large trucks. The trucks will be
required to use both lanes when navigating through the roundabouts.

The  City  asked  if  there  are  any  studies  on  the  financial  economic  impact  associated  with
implementing barrier median as opposed to a TWLTL. The FHWA pamphlet Safe Access is Good
for Business explains the economic benefits associated with barrier medians. Barrier medians
allow for better traffic flow as well as a safer corridor. These improvements will make IL 47 a
more desirable roadway to use.

The City believes the other main concern regarding the project is pedestrian access. The project
study team has received positive feedback regarding the pedestrian accommodations associated
with  the  project.  The  City  stated  a  significant  amount  of  pedestrian  desire  to  cross  IL  47  at
Calhoun  Street  near  145  S  Eastwood  Drive.  The  project  study  team  has  received  several
comments asking for a way to cross IL 47 at Calhoun Street. However, a signalized intersection is
not  warranted  at  Calhoun  Street  and  it  is  Department  policy  not  to  provide  crosswalks  at
midblock locations due to associated safety risks. Pedestrians walking from Calhoun Street
attempting to go to the strip mall on the east side of IL 47 will be required to walk south along IL
47 to Country Club Road and cross at the signalized intersection. The City will need to construct
sidewalk connecting from the private properties east of IL 47 in this area to the proposed shared
use path. All signalized intersections will incorporate pedestrian push buttons, countdown
timers, ADA ramps, and other items associated with crossing the street.

The other location the City is concerned about pedestrian accommodations is Lake Avenue.
Roundabouts do allow pedestrians to only look for traffic in one direction at a time and provide
a safe place in the splitter island. However, there are no allocated times for pedestrians to cross
the intersection. The south section of IL 47 from Reed Road to US 14 is also proposing a shared-
use path on the east side of IL 47 and a sidewalk on the west side of IL 47. New sidewalk and path
are paid for at an 80% state/ 20% local split and it is the municipality’s responsibility to maintain
the sidewalk and paths. This agreement is finalized during Phase II of the project. If the
municipality will not agree to the cost sharing terms, the Department will acquire the right-of-
way and provide a sidewalk/path shelf in the interim.

The City asked if pedestrian infrastructure such as trash cans and benches are being considered
for the project. The only pedestrian infrastructure included is Pace Bus pads at bus stops along IL
47 at locations requested by Pace Bus. Other pedestrian infrastructure can be determined in
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Phase II of the project. All infrastructure would be a municipality cost. The Department
recommends the City wait until construction is complete to install pedestrian infrastructure.

The City is supportive of the project as a whole and the idea of meeting with smaller groups of
businesses. The City asked what they can do to help the project continue smoothly.  The project
study team may require the City’s assistance in planning business owner meetings discussed and
inviting attendees. The City is welcome to attend all of the meetings. Roscoe Stelford from the
City will be the contact person for the project team.

The City asked if other funding such as Evacuation Route Funding at the railroad is possible for
the project. Evacuation route funding is typically reserved for coastal communities where
designated evacuation routes exist. The Department will send the letter they received to the City
that states this funding is not available.

The City asked if way finding signage can be added as a part of this project and what will happen
to the existing signs. The Department is open to discussing way finding signage with the City
whenever the City desires. The Department has a policy for way finding signage that they will
send to the City.

No attendees had any further questions. The City thanked the project team for meeting with
them.
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Illinois Route 47 
Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
City of Woodstock Meeting 5 

 

Date:  July 20, 2016 
Time:  2:00 PM 
Location: IDOT District 1 Headquarters – 201 West Center Court, Schaumburg, IL 
Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc. 

 
A meeting between the City of Woodstock (City), representatives of the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (Department), and Strand Associates, Inc. (Strand) was held on July 20, 2016. 
The purpose of the meeting was to provide an update on the project and discuss the approach 
for business owner outreach concerning cross access opportunities in conjunction with the 
proposed improvements along IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  Attendees included Garrett 
Anderson (City), Roscoe Stelford (City), Joe Napolitano (City), Krista Coltrin (City), Mike Cullian 
(Department), Steve Schilke (Department), John Baldauf (Department), Kyle Bochte 
(Department), and Erskine Klyce (Department). Conference call attendees included Darcie 
Gabrisko (Strand) and Bill Plant (Strand). 
 
A project update was given. The project study team met with the City on April 8, 2016 to 
discuss the public involvement and cross access development process. The project study team 
is promoting cross access throughout the corridor because it relieves congestion on IL 47 as 
well as improves access to businesses along the corridor. The project study team wanted to 
meet with the City again due to updates in the cross access development process based on 
lessons learned on other projects.  
 
The cross access development process is managed by the Department’s Bureau of Land 
Acquisition. The previous process consisted of the project study team informing property 
owners of the project and explaining the possibility of cross access between neighboring 
properties. The Department proposed to work with property owners to implement cross access 
if cross access agreements have been signed by the adjoining property owners.  It was also the 
responsibility of the property owners to donate the temporary easement necessary for the 
cross access to be constructed.  
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The associated costs of developing the cross access agreement and donating the temporary 
easement did not appear worthwhile for many property owners. Few cross access agreements 
were being developed and constructed as part of the corridor construction. 
 
As part of the revised process, the Department desires the City take a bigger role in cross access 
development. As discussed at the April 8, 2016 meeting with the City, the project study team 
intends to host 10 small meetings with businesses located along the corridor to discuss the 
reasoning behind the proposed barrier median, any remaining barrier median concerns, and 
access to individual properties. The meeting groups were determined by location along the 
corridor, property characteristics, impacts associated with the proposed design, and previous 
project involvement of the business. Each meeting time slot will be 2-3 hours. The meetings will 
be held near the project corridor. The City requested meetings be held in the morning before 
more businesses open in an attempt to maximize the number of business owners able to 
attend. The project study team is targeting to hold these meetings in early fall 2016. The 
Department requested City representatives attend each meeting. It would also be acceptable if 
a Chamber representative wanted to attend. 
 
The invitation process for the 10 business owner meetings was discussed. The Department has 
property owner, tenant name, and address list for all desired attendees for the meetings. Prior 
to the meetings, a City representative will visit with each business to explain the need for the 
meeting, invite them to attend, and obtain additional contact information. Following the City 
visiting with businesses, the Department will invite the contact person provided by the City to a 
meeting via letter, email, or phone. If there is little response to the invitations, the Department 
may enlist additional City support in an attempt to promote meeting attendance. In order for 
the business meetings to occur in early fall 2016, the City must begin their visits as soon as 
possible. 
 
The following is a list of questions and concerns related to the cross access development 
process voiced by the City: 
 

 The City asked what the next step would be if a property owner is not interested in 
developing cross access. Nothing can be done if the property owner is not interested in 
cross access. If the property is ever redeveloped, the City will have the opportunity to 
step in and request cross access be provided at that time. 

 The City recommended meeting individually with business owners who have voiced 
concerns throughout the project. The project study team has already met with the 
owner of 3 Brothers Restaurant at 1220 Eastwood Drive in a one-on-one format.  

 It would be beneficial if the Woodstock Chamber of Commerce is involved in the process 
as much as possible. 

 The City may develop a special signage ordinance for businesses along the corridor 
during construction.  

 The City asked about the timeline for the project. The project study team is currently 
working to complete the project’s environmental document, the Environmental 
Assessment (EA). The project study team is targeting to receive EA approval in 2016. 
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Following the EA approval, the project study team will host the Public Hearing and 
complete the planning phase of the project. After completion of the planning phase, 
plan preparation and land acquisition will begin. The optimistic schedule allows for 
construction to occur in 2019-2020. 

 The City wants to ensure the 10 business meetings are structured to maintain control of 
the meeting and be beneficial to all attendees. A conference call prior to the first 
meeting will be scheduled to finalize the meeting plans.  

 The City’s contact for the project is John Baldauf (Department). 
 
The following is a list of questions, concerns, or information related to specific properties along 
the corridor was voiced by the City. 
 

 At the meeting held on April 8, 2016, the City requested the median break currently 
proposed at Sta. 157+00 be relocated to Sta. 160+50. The project study team 
investigated this geometrics change and found relocating the median is possible. The 
City asked if a signalized intersection or dual left turn lanes could be constructed at Sta. 
160+50. A signalized intersection and dual left turn lanes are not feasible at the location 
due to site constraints, traffic warrants, and traffic signal spacing restrictions on a 
Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) route. 

 The convenience store and car wash will be unaffected by the project. The gas pumping 
facilities on the East side of IL Route 47 at station 160+50 will be significantly affected 
and likely acquired. This facilitates the implementation of cross access and benefits 
several businesses on the East side of IL 47 in this area. 

 The City believes the property owner of 1330 Eastwood Drive purchased the property 
located at 1300 Eastwood Drive. A median break is proposed for the 1300 Eastwood 
Drive property. Cross access can be developed between the two properties, giving 1330 
Eastwood Drive full access.  

 The property owner of 900 Eastwood Drive is currently evaluating truck access to their 
property. The property owner is investigating the possibility of providing access around 
their property using the area behind their building. The project study team will likely not 
get involved in the engineering design of complex cross access for businesses in the back 
of their properties.  

 The property owner of 1460 Eastwood Drive has been supportive of the project. 

 People have expressed interest in developing the property at the northwest corner of IL 
47 and Lake Avenue. This property is proposed to become a detention basin for the 
project. The possibility of relocating the detention basin can still be evaluated at this 
time. A permit from the Department is necessary when proposing to develop land 
adjacent Department right-of-way. 

 
No attendees had any further questions. The City thanked the project team for meeting with 
them. 
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Illinois Route 47
Phase I Study

MEETING MINUTES
City of Woodstock Meeting

Date: October 4, 2017
Time: 9:00 AM
Location: Stage Left Café - 121 Van Buren Street, Woodstock, IL
Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc.

A meeting between the City of Woodstock (City), representatives of the Illinois Department of
Transportation (Department), Strand Associates, Inc. (Strand), and Christopher B. Burke
Engineering Limited (CBBEL) was held on October 4, 2017. The purpose of the meeting was to
provide an update on the project preferred alternative and schedule, the roundabout
alternatives at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road, the proposed drainage plan, City cost sharing,
and potential landscaping opportunities.  Attendees included Mayor Brian Sager (City), Garrett
Anderson (City), Roscoe Stelford (City), Joe Napolitano (City), Krista Coltrin (City), Dan McElmeel
(City), Jeff Van Landuyt (City), Steve Schilke (Department), Corey Smith (Department), Kyle
Bochte (Department), Darcie Gabrisko (Strand), Bill Plant (Strand), Jonathan O’Connell (CBBEL),
and Dave Kleinwachter (CBBEL).

Study Update, Design Changes, and Preferred Alternative

A project update was given. The project study team made modifications based on feedback
received at the small group business owner meetings held between December 2016 and
February 2017. Modifications are listed below.

· A proposed median break was added at Sta. 109+00 (currently Stassen Insurance strip
mall and Brown’s CPA).

· The  detention  basin  previously  proposed  at  the  northwest  corner  of  IL  47  and  Lake
Avenue was removed and a detention basin is now proposed at the southeast corner of
IL 47 and McConnell Road. This relocated basin contains all the required volume as the
previously proposed basin at the northwest corner of IL 47 and Lake Avenue. The
proposed storm sewer will be routed through the detention basin and will continue
further north along IL 47 towards the ultimate outlet. Mambo Car Wash, currently
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located  at  the  southeast  corner  of  IL  47  and  McConnell  Road  is  proposed  to  be
relocated as a part of the project in order to construct the shared-use path tunnel
located east of the existing railroad bridge. The new proposed detention basin also
requires permanent property acquisition from the McHenry County Farm Bureau
building located east of Mambo Car Wash. The McHenry County Farm Bureau
representative has said the proposed impacts will not be detrimental to the Farm
Bureau.

· The project study team and City agreed that a median break would be proposed at Sta.
160+00 (north of the existing Taco Bell) rather than at Sta. 157+25 (south of the existing
Taco Bell).

· A  proposed  median  break  was  added  at  Sta.  178+25  (currently  Ace  Hardware  and  a
strip mall).

· A third driveway entrance was added for the property located at Sta. 190+00 (currently
Bott’s Welding). The proposed outside curb and gutter was also modified to be
mountable curb to allow trucks to back into the existing property loading docks.

· The project study team presented the impacts to the new Hearthstone Communities
building located at the southeast corner of IL 47 and Christian Way. A figure of the site
was provided. The preferred alternative consists of an eight-foot wide shared-use path
on  the  east  side  of  IL  47  at  this  location.  A  two-foot  wide  retaining  wall  with  a
pedestrian railing on top will be located two feet behind the shared-use path. This two
foot gap between the shared-use path and retaining wall will allow the City to
incorporate aesthetic enhancements such as bushes. The existing patio of the
Hearthstone building extends from the building to one foot from the proposed
retaining wall. At its closest point, the retaining wall will be eight feet from the face of
the Hearthstone building. The City is supportive of the preferred alternative at this
location because the property owner was aware of the future roadway improvements
when this building was designed.

Lake Avenue and McConnell Road Roundabouts

The project study team evaluated several alternatives for the Lake Avenue roundabout in an
attempt to avoid any property relocations at the intersection. Evaluations included shifting the
intersection, revising the number of entry lanes, and revising curve geometry. Ultimately, only
two alternatives remain at the Lake Avenue roundabout intersection.  All other alternatives
were eliminated due to critical flaws. Exhibits were displayed showing the two remaining
alternatives.

The first alternative (Alternative 1) is continuing with the previously proposed preferred
alternative, which requires the full property relocation of 3 Brothers Restaurant located at the
southwest corner of the intersection. The second alternative (Alternative 2) consists of a
revised geometry that requires relocating the awning at the current restaurant entrance on the
east side of the building. The proposed sidewalk will be two feet from the building.
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Moving the front entrance of a restaurant along a state route to prevent property relocation
was completed as a part of the LaGrange Road (US 45) reconstruction project in Orland Park, IL.
Before and after figures were displayed of the aerial and street view of Petey’s Restaurant
located at the southwest corner of the intersection of US 45 and 159th Street (US 6). If the City
is supportive of Alternative 2, the project study team would present the alternative to the 3
Brothers Restaurant property owner and it would ultimately be the property owner’s decision
whether they choose to have these building modifications completed and remain at their
current location or be relocated as a part of this project.

The City asked why alternatives that impact the gas station located at the northeast corner of
the intersection were not considered. The project study team did investigate several
alternatives impacting the gas station. However, due to the skew of the intersection, the
alternatives  typically  still  required  the  relocation  of  3  Brothers  Restaurant  or  required  the
relocation of the gas station and O’Reilly Auto Parts. Alternative 2 does still require right-of-way
acquisition from the gas station. The project study team attempted to locate the roundabout as
close  to  the  gas  station  as  possible  without  compromising  the  circulation  on  the  gas  station
property, which would require a full property relocation.

The project study team and the City agreed that Alternative 2 would be carried forward as the
preferred alternative. If the land acquisition process ultimately determines the modifications to
the 3 Brothers building are too significant, full relocation of the property will be necessary. If
that occurs, Alternative 1 will be carried forward as the preferred alternative.

The City asked when the right-of-way acquisition and building modifications can begin and if
they can begin applying for advanced acquisition of the property. The Department stated that
land acquisition for the project is not currently funded and therefore relocation and building
modifications cannot begin. The timetable for funding is unknown. Typically, land acquisition
does not begin until the Phase I Environmental Study is complete.

The project study team and City began discussions regarding the vacant property located at the
northwest corner of IL 47 and Lake Avenue. The property is for sale at this time. The preferred
alternative currently consists of providing one entrance along IL 47 for the property. When the
property is ready for development, the property owner must apply for a permit through IDOT –
Bureau of Traffic: Permits Section to allow for a second IL 47 entrance. Typically, a permit will
not be approved for a property until complete development plans are provided, detailing the
parking lot and entrance location. An entrance for the property on the west leg of Lake Avenue
is not proposed because there is no existing entrance along Lake Avenue and it is too close to
the roundabout. Because Lake Avenue is a City route, a permit to add an entrance for the
property along Lake Avenue would be completed through the City. The project study team
recommends  the  entrance  be  located  on  the  far  west  side  of  the  property  to  maximize  the
distance from the potential entrance to the proposed roundabout. The City stated that the
existing property located west of the subject property will be a NAPA Auto Parts. The project
study team recommended cross access be established.
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The west leg of the proposed McConnell Road roundabout was discussed. The current
preferred alternative consists of treating the west leg of McConnell Road as a street with
standard roundabout curved geometry. This geometry requires the proposed back of curb be
located six feet from the existing Yamaha building, located at the southwest corner of the
intersection, and requires the removal of approximately eight parking stalls. The property
currently  has  approximately  23  parking  stalls  total.  Because  the  west  leg  of  the  intersection
currently only serves four properties, the project study team investigated converting the west
leg of the intersection from a roundabout leg to an entrance. Converting the leg to an entrance
changes the distance from the proposed back of curb to the Yamaha building to approximately
24  feet.  The  entrance  alternative  also  requires  only  two  parking  stalls  be  removed.  It  was
agreed the entrance alternative would be carried forward as part of the preferred alternative.

Additional Preferred Alternative Discussion

The following is a list of additional elements of the preferred alternative that were discussed.
Roll plots were displayed showing the corridor and preferred alternative.

· At its closest point, the proposed sidewalk located on the west side of IL 47 is 17 feet
from the residential houses near St. John’s Road. This is approximately 15 feet closer
than the existing sidewalk. The driveway for the residential house located at 1611 North
Seminary Avenue will be located within the proposed signalized intersection. A traffic
signal will be provided for this driveway to determine when vehicles exiting the
driveway are allowed to enter the intersection. The project study team will provide
additional information on the controls for the driveway.

· The previous preferred alternative from Ware Road to Charles Road consisted of a
suburban cross section with a raised barrier curb median, barrier curb on the outside
edge of pavement, and storm sewer. Due to the 50 mph posted speed limit in this
section, the project study team has revised the preferred alternative to consist of a rural
cross section including a mountable curb median with paved shoulders on the inside
and outside edge of pavement.

· Property impacts at the northwest corner of IL 47 and IL 120 were discussed. The
proposed sidewalk location along IL 120 will be approximately the same as the existing
sidewalk location at 245 McHenry Avenue (northwest corner of IL 47 and IL 120, directly
south of North Street). The preferred alternative includes shifting the intersection of IL
47 and IL 120 east to minimize impacts to the residential properties on the west side of
IL 47. The proposed IL 47 sidewalk will be located further from the house than the
existing sidewalk for the residential property located at 605 Seminary Avenue
(northwest  corner  of  IL  47  and  IL  120,  directly  north  of  North  Street).  North  of  605
Seminary Avenue on the west side of IL 47, the proposed sidewalk will be closer to the
house than the existing sidewalk by as much as 12 feet.

· The residential driveway entrance at 504 N Madison Street was discussed. It was agreed
the existing entrance would be relocated to connect to IL 120.

· The  Department  must  send  a  letter  to  the  City  asking  for  support  of  the  project  and
impacts to Bates Park. The proposed impacts to Bates Park consist of replacing the
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existing sidewalk with a shared-use path at the same location and regrading the
parkway between the proposed curb and proposed shared-use path. The City is
supportive of this improvement.

Proposed Drainage Plan

The project study team presented the current proposed drainage plan (PDP) for the project. All
stormwater  south  of  US  14  along  IL  47  currently  runs  south  to  the  Kishwaukee  River.  All
stormwater north of US 14 along IL 47 runs north to Silver Creek. The existing drainage system
consists of multiple storm sewer pipes running parallel at some locations. In general, the PDP
consists of consolidating these pipes and proposing a single storm sewer trunk line, typically
beneath the curb and gutter on the east side of the road.

 Locations  of  proposed  detention  basins  and  outlets  were  discussed.  There  is  an  existing
drainage  ditch  located  between  401  S  Eastwood  Drive  (currently  Gas  Cap  Fuels)  and  385  S
Eastwood Drive (currently Eastwood Service Center). The PDP must accept drainage from the
ditch if it drains towards IL 47. If it drains away from IL 47, there will not be an outlet from the
IL 47 storm sewer system into the ditch. Any proposed design must accommodate potential
future cross access.

From  Ware  Road  to  Charles  Road,  drainage  ditches  are  now  proposed  for  a  majority  of  the
corridor. Storm sewer is proposed near environmentally sensitive areas to reduce impacts. The
proposed widening impacts the existing berm controlling the water elevation in the pond at the
southeast corner of the Cooney Drive intersection. The preferred alternative includes a
proposed retaining wall at the back of the shared-use path on the east side of IL 47 and a weir
wall east of the retaining wall that will replace the existing berm. The weir wall will have the
same overtopping elevation as the existing berm in order to maintain the same pond elevation
as existing. The widening will require regrading to portions of the existing pond. The
Department will be responsible for maintaining the retaining and weir walls.

Cost Sharing

Local municipalities are responsible for some of the costs of certain elements of a Department
roadway improvement project. As part of Phase I environmental studies completed by the
Department, the Department provides the local municipality the anticipated local costs
associated with the project via a Letter of Intent (LOI). It is up to the municipality to state their
intent to accept or decline these elements of the project and the associated costs during Phase
I via the LOI. If the elements are declined by the municipality during Phase I, it is more difficult
to include them in later phases of the project due to the funding. Stating the intent to accept
the costs in the LOI is not legally binding, but rather just a statement of municipality’s intent. If
the municipality determines they no longer want an element as construction approaches, the
element can be removed from the project. The Department gave an overview of the project
elements the City will be partially responsible for financially. The City cost responsibility will be
detailed in the LOI, which will be sent in the coming months, prior to the Public Hearing.
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1. The Department pays 100 percent of the removal and replacement of existing sidewalk.
The Department also pays 100 percent of the shared-use path cost at locations where
sidewalk  currently  exists.  If  there  is  no  existing  sidewalk  at  a  location  with  proposed
pedestrian accommodations, the City is responsible for 20 percent of the
sidewalk/shared-use path cost at that location. The new tunnel proposed carrying the
shared-use path underneath the Union Pacific Railroad will be paid for by the
Department. The City will become responsible for maintenance of all the sidewalk,
shared-use path, and the tunnel. If the City declines their associated costs with the
sidewalk and shared-use path, the Department will purchase the right-of-way for the
pedestrian  accommodations  and  construct  a  shelf  that  allows  the  accommodations  to
be added at a later date. When pedestrian accommodations are added later, the City is
responsible for 100 percent of the associated costs. The Department would be
responsible for maintenance of the shelf.

2. The City is responsible for 100 percent of Emergency Vehicle Preemption (EVP) costs.
The  City  is  unsure  whether  that  cost  will  fall  upon  the  City  itself  or  the  Woodstock
Fire/Rescue District.. The City is also responsible for maintenance of the EVP system.

3. The City is responsible for 20 percent of the costs associated with signalized intersection
equipment for legs of an intersection under the City’s jurisdiction. The City has
jurisdiction over Country Club Road, St. John’s Road, and Russel Court, all of which are
proposed signalized intersections.

4. The City is responsible for 100 percent of the roadway lighting costs for the project if the
City desires to include lighting as a part of the project. The Department is required to
include lighting at the roundabout intersections. The City stated that if corridor lighting
were included, they would only desire the lighting to extend from US 14 to Ware Road.
The City requested the Department pay for the roundabout lighting costs because it is
their requirement.

5. The City owns existing fiber along IL 47 within Department right-of-way that could be in
conflict with the preferred alternative. It is unknown who is responsible for the cost to
relocate the fiber. The Department has eight strands within the City fiber. The City will
provide the permit for the fiber to the Department for further investigation. If it is
determined the fiber relocation is the City’s responsibility, the Department will not
provide a detailed cost breakdown for the fiber relocation in the LOI. Rather, they will
only state that fiber is in conflict and will require relocation.

6. It  was  assumed  the  existing  sanitary  sewer  along  IL  47  is  deep  enough  that  there  are
minimal conflicts with the preferred alternative. If it is determined sanitary sewer does
require relocation as part of this project, the Department will not provide a detailed cost
breakdown for the relocation in the LOI. Rather, they will only state that sanitary sewer
is in conflict and will require relocation.

7. The City’s existing water main is in conflict with the preferred alternative. The City is
responsible for 100 percent of the costs associated with water main in conflict. For cost
estimating purposes, it was assumed 70 percent of all water main within the project
limits  is  in  conflict  with  the  preferred  alternative.  It  was  also  assumed  that  all  water
main will be replaced in a similar design to the existing water main. This includes
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proposing water main on both sides of  the road where water main currently  exists  on
both sides of the road. Based on these assumptions, it was determined approximately
21,000 feet of water main is in conflict with the preferred alternative. The Department
will not provide a detailed cost breakdown for the relocation in the LOI. Rather, they will
only state that water main is in conflict and will require relocation.

The  City  asked  what  funding  opportunities  are  available  to  help  with  the  City’s  costs  for  the
project. The Department will follow up with the City regarding potential funding opportunities.
Many funding sources include a maximum time limit to spend the funded money. At this time,
the City intends to include all the above mentioned elements of the preferred alternative,
which will be documented in the LOI.

Landscaping/Aesthetics

The City is responsible for any landscaping and aesthetic enhancements they wish to include as
a part of the project. The Department is responsible to replace any existing trees removed at a
1:1 ratio. The current preferred alternative impacts approximately 1,200 trees. The Department
will work with the City to determine where the City desires these 1,200 new trees to be located.
The City requested some of the trees be added to the US 14 corridor, similar to what was done
in  Crystal  Lake.  This  can  be  discussed  further  with  the  Department  at  a  later  date.  The
Department is proposing grass median at all locations where the raised median width is greater
than six feet. The Department is also responsible for mowing the grass in the median once a
year. If the City elects to provide any aesthetic enhancements or plantings in the median, the
City becomes responsible for the maintenance of the median. The City is also welcome to add
landscaping/aesthetic enhancements to the corridor later on after construction via a permit
with the Department.

Next Steps

The project study team is holding the seventh and final Corridor Advisory Group (CAG) meeting
on Thursday, October 19, 2017 at Bull Valley Country Club at 1pm. The project study team will
present the preferred alternative and environmental impacts at the meeting.

The  project  study  team  is  targeting  to  host  a  Public  Hearing  in  winter  2017/2018.  The  City  is
welcome to update their residents and business owners regarding the anticipated Public
Hearing date. After the Phase I environmental study is complete, Phase II design can begin and
is funded. However, because land acquisition and construction are not currently funded and the
state funding was significantly reduced, it is unknown when construction could actually begin.

The City would like to meet with 3 Brothers Restaurant to discuss the new preferred alternative
at the Lake Avenue roundabout. Post meeting note: The project study team including city
officials met with the owners of 3 Brothers Restaurant on October 19, 2017.
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The City would also like to provide updated exhibits on the project website and email the
businesses within the corridor that the updated exhibits are available. The project study team
will revise the preferred alternative exhibits based on the decisions made at this meeting and
update the project website as the CAG meeting approaches.

There were no further questions regarding the project. The Mayor thanked the project study
team for meeting with them, accommodating the changes requested by the City and discussing
the anticipated City costs.





1

Plant, Bill

From: Plant, Bill
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2017 10:02 AM
To: Garrett Anderson (ganderson@woodstockil.gov)
Subject: IL 47 Google Earth Files
Attachments: IL-47-design-shapes.kmz; IL47-Notes.kmz; IL47-row.kmz; IL47-design.kmz

Hi Garrett,

I know you had requested the IL 47 Google Earth files. They are attached. Please remember that these files are still
preliminary and subject to change as the project continues. Let us know if you need anything else. Thanks!

Bill Plant
Strand Associates, Inc.®

815.744.4200 ext. 3145
bill.plant@strand.com | www.strand.com

Excellence in Engineering Since 1946.
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CITY OF WOODSTOCK MEETING #1 MINUTES 

DECEMBER 3, 2009 

 

ILLINOIS ROUTE 47 

US ROUTE 14 TO CHARLES ROAD 

McHenry County 

P-91-007-09 

 

A meeting was held on Thursday, December 3, 2009, at 9:30 A.M.  The purpose of this meeting was to 

introduce the project, discuss the project public involvement process and schedule, gather data regarding 

the corridor, and to solicit recommendations for the Citizen’s Advisory Group.  In attendance were 

Mayor Brian Sager and City Manager Timothy Clifton from the City of Woodstock, Ojas Patel from 

Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) Programming, Carrie Hansen from Images, Inc., and 

Darcie Gabrisko and Adam Moline of Strand Associates, Inc (SAI).   

 

1. Introductions 

 

SAI introduced the project.  The project is a Phase I study of Illinois Route 47.  This study extends from 

US Route 14 approximately five miles to the north to Charles Road through the City of Woodstock.  

Phase I involves preliminary engineering which sets initial geometry and determines environmental 

impacts. 

 

Strand Associates is the prime consultant to IDOT.  There are four subconsultants on this project.  

American Surveying is providing the survey.  Images, Inc. will lead the development of the public 

involvement program.  Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. and Lin Engineering will provide 

miscellaneous engineering studies.  

 

2. Study Approach 

 

This project is proceeding as an Environmental Assessment (EA).  The EA is a formal process IDOT 

uses to determine the environmental consequences of the proposed geometry and layout.  This process 

determines the impacts to biological and cultural resources, and special waste areas. 

 

This is a Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) project and is scheduled to last approximately three years.  

The exact scope of the project is unknown at this point pending the results of the CSS process.   The 

goal of a CSS project is to solicit stakeholder opinions of the project as the plan is being developed.  

Meetings will be held regularly to discuss corridor issues.  This collaboration leads to a consensus on the 

final design.   This project will include at least three public meetings and one public hearing.   

 

Public meeting number one will be held in February 2010 and will solicit comments necessary to 

develop the project purpose and need.  Public meeting two will be held in summer of 2010 and will 

present the purpose and need and solicit opinions for geometric alternatives.  Public meeting three will 

be held in fall of 2010 and will present the alternatives carried forward and develop selection criteria for 

choosing an alternative.  The public hearing is currently scheduled for January of 2012 to present the 

preferred alternative.  A Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG) will be established to meet regularly to 

provide input on the project in between public meetings.  Other public involvement measures include a 
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project website, newsletters, and a mailing list. 

 

3. Study Goals and Objectives 

 

The project is currently in the data collection and early public involvement phase. 

 

Woodstock stated that the four biggest concerns with the corridor are as follows: 

 

1. County government interaction – Incorporating McHenry Counties long term plan on Ware 

Road 

2. Residential Impact – Oldest portion of community north of Route 120 to Russel Court 

3. Economic impact – business core from US 14 to Route 120 

4. Railroad Bridge – congestion concerns can not be adequately resolved without replacing the 

narrow railroad overpass bridge at Lake Avenue 

 

Other concerns and items include: 

 

Silver Creek is located in the residential section and will likely be an environmental concern.  Other 

environmental concerns include the industrial businesses south of Route 120 (for example Bott’s 

Welding). 

 

The business impact of Illinois Route 47 is important.  It is one of the only major north-south routes in 

McHenry County and thus impacts the economic health of the entire region.  Woodstock would see 

greater retail options if IL 47 congestion is resolved. 

 

Historical preservation is an upheld value in the City of Woodstock.  Several residents are extremely 

passionate about preserving historical properties.  Resident’s do not need property owner consent to 

declare a property as historical.  Potential historical properties include: The apartment building at the 

southwest corner of the intersection of IL Route 120 and IL Route 47 and the home at the northwest 

corner of the same intersection. 

 

Woodstock has been contacting business along the corridor to attempt to consolidate access points off of 

Illinois Route 47 to reduce the impact of turning vehicles.  For example, the McDonald’s at Country 

Club Road has received approval to rebuild and will eliminate the driveway entrance closest to the 

intersection.  Any improvements to Illinois Route 47 should recommend consolidation of driveways. 

 

A major movement that causes congestion is right turns off of Country Club Road onto Illinois Route 47 

then turn left continuing west into downtown Woodstock on Calhoun Street. 
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There is a major school crossing in the corridor at Russel Court.  The city has recently adopted a bike 

plan.  Illinois 47 should be evaluated to accommodate pedestrians. 

 

There is a drainage issue between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road.  Flooding occurs during heavy 

rains on the roadway and private property. 

 

There is generally not a problem with traffic accidents along the corridor.  Probably the highest accident 

location would be the intersection with Lake Avenue. 

 

Woodstock is a distinct community and the aesthetics of the final roadway are very important to the city 

and residents. 

 

The City of Woodstock long term plan sees the development of a large track of land east of the city.  In 

addition, the city would like to develop the land adjacent to the Jewel.  The timing of these 

developments depends on the rebounding of the economy.  Woodstock has a value of controlled growth. 

 

 

4. Public Involvement Process – Citizen Advisory Group 

 

SAI asked for recommendations as to who will be considered for the Citizen Advisory Group.  

Woodstock mentioned that it has several applicable commissions, including Historical Preservation, 

Environmental, and Transportation.  The CAG will be around 20-25 individuals.  The CAG will also be 

comprised of business and residential members.  Derik Morefield can provide a list of recommended 

business representatives for the CAG.  SAI will send a letter requesting specific names from these 

commissions and groups to be considered for inclusion in the CAG. 

 

5. Data Collection – Point of Contact 

 

The point of contact for data collection for the City of Woodstock will be Director of Public Works, 

John Isbell.  Updates on the public involvement activities will go through City Manager, Timothy 

Clifton. 

 

6. Context Survey 

 

A Context Survey was distributed.  These forms will be filled out to help determine project purpose and 

need in context to the characteristics of the corridor.  
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December 15, 2009 

 

Dr. Brian Sager, Mayor 

City of Woodstock 

121 West Calhoun Street 

Woodstock, IL  60098 

 

Dear Mayor Sager, 

 

Thank you for meeting with us on Thursday, December 3rd, 2009 regarding the Phase I study of 

Illinois Route 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  We look forward to collaborating with the City 

of Woodstock throughout the course of the project.  As a follow-up to our meeting, we are 

writing to solicit your recommendations for individuals to be considered for inclusion in the 

Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG).   

 

As you know, the CAG is an interactive group made up of selected officials and technical 

experts who represent stakeholders that are directly affected by the project.  The CAG should be 

comprised of individuals from a wide variety of backgrounds to ensure all possible views and 

opinions of the corridor are adequately represented.  The goal for participation is anywhere from 

20-25 members, comprised of stakeholders including but not limited to City, County, 

institutional, business and residential representatives. 

 

Please recommend specific names of individuals who you feel will be best suited to represent the 

City and the stakeholders who are affected by this project.  The specific groups that may have 

particular expertise or knowledge of the corridor are as follows: 

 Plan Commission 

 Transportation Commission 

 Environmental Commission 

 Historical Preservation Commission 

Please recommend one or two individuals from each commission, one  or two City Council 

members, and any other members you feel would be important from City administration, 

residential or business interests. 

 

Thank you for your time meeting with us and your recommendations.  Your response by 

December 28, 2009 will be greatly appreciated.  We will consider these individuals for inclusion 

in the CAG, and look forward to their contribution to the project.  Please do not hesitate to 

contact us if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

STRAND ASSOCIATES, INC.
® 

 

Darcie W. Gabrisko, P.E.  

Vice President 
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Dorr Township One-on-One Meeting 

 

Date:  January 13, 2010 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Location: Dorr Township Offices - 140 Newell Street, Woodstock, IL 

Prepared By: Images, Inc. 

 

A meeting between Dorr Township officials and representatives of IDOT, Strand Associates and 

Images was held on January 13, 2010 at 1:00 PM to kick-off the start of the IL Route 47 Phase I 

Study.  Attendees included Bob Pierce, Township Supervisor, Tom Thurmond, Highway 

Commissioner, Ojas Patel, IDOT, Darcie Gabrisko and Adam Moline, Strand Associates, and 

Carrie Hansen, Images. 

 

An overview of the Phase I study background and process was presented, highlighting the 

formation and upcoming schedule for the Citizen Advisory Group (CAG), the January 19, 2010 

City Council briefing, Public Meetings and anticipated three-year timeframe for completion.  It 

was noted that only Phase I is funded, and that future funding would need to be secured for 

Phases II and III.  In addition, an explanation of the Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) process 

was provided, identifying the various public outreach methods that will be utilized to ensure 

local participation in the project. 

 

The study team asked for input from the Township regarding its issues and concerns with the 

Route 47 study area.  While the Township itself does not have any roadway jurisdiction within 

the study limits, comments provided about the corridor included: 

 

• Always have to plan for an alternative route to taking Route 47. 

• Rush hours along the corridor are impossible; Fridays are particularly congested, along 

with Saturdays and Sundays during the summer due to Lake Geneva traffic. 

• During bad weather, traffic backs up from light to light. 

• History of the by-pass options discussed over the years, including an alignment east of 

Route 47 up to McConnell Road, and the Lamb’s Road alternative west of Route 47 

• Railroad viaduct is going to be the main issue. 
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• Development proposals that could potentially impact traffic on Route 47: 

o Sports complex near Route 176 

o Possible minor league baseball facility at same location as potential future Metra 

station at Route 14 and Lily Pond Road (Metra has also purchased land west of 

town for car storage) 

 

Bob Pierce indicated that he would participate as a member of the CAG, and would be 

attending the upcoming meeting on January 21, 2010.  Tom Thurmond was unsure if he’d be 

able to attend. 

 

CLH: 
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Woodstock Community Unit School District 200 

 

Date:  January 13, 2010 

Time:  3:00 PM 

Location: Woodstock School District 200 Administration Offices – 

  227 W. Judd Street, Woodstock, IL 

Prepared By: Images, Inc. 

 

A meeting between Woodstock Community Unit School District 200 officials and 

representatives of IDOT, Strand Associates and Images was held on January 13, 2010 at 3:00 PM 

to kick-off the start of the IL Route 47 Phase I Study.  Attendees included Ellen Wrzeski, 

Superintendent, Mark Heckmon, Associate Superintendent, Linda Van Dyke, Director of 

Transportation, Ojas Patel, IDOT, Darcie Gabrisko and Adam Moline, Strand Associates, and 

Carrie Hansen, Images. 

 

An overview of the Phase I study background and process was presented, highlighting the 

formation and upcoming schedule for the Citizen Advisory Group (CAG), the January 19, 2010 

City Council briefing, Public Meetings and anticipated three-year timeframe for completion.  It 

was noted that only Phase I is funded, and that future funding would need to be secured for 

Phases II and III.  In addition, an explanation of the Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) process 

was provided, identifying the various public outreach methods that will be utilized to ensure 

local participation in the project. 

 

The study team asked for input from the School District regarding its issues and concerns with 

the Route 47 study area.  Comments and suggestions included: 

 

• Intersections in the corridor are deficient – always clogged and people avoid. 

• There is a big problem in the morning across from the courthouse; have a crossing guard 

to assist students crossing Route 47. 

• The Ware Road intersection is a problem (is near Woodstock North High School which 

will have 1000 students next year). 
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• North of Route 120, there is a traffic flow/congestion issue due to the School District’s 

transport of a handicapped student who lives on Route 47.  The bus stops on Route 47, 

and takes anywhere from 7 to 9 minutes for loading/unloading. 

• If you’re a Woodstock resident, you don’t use Route 47. 

• There is a local cost to taxpayers as the School District’s transportation budget has 

increased mileage due to rerouting buses around the corridor; would be shorter to use 

Route 47, but would take too much time. 

• Suggested alternatives should consider adding lanes, a possible by-pass and access 

consolidation. 

• The Route 47/Route 120 intersection is problematic, particularly for a.m. kindergarten 

busing.  Congestion adds 5-10 minutes onto route. 

• In the afternoon and evening, buses use Dean Street as an alternative to Route 47. 

• As a result of the Route 47 congestion, bus routing is designed to have drivers make 

right hand turns to avoid having to wait to make left hand turns. 

• The railroad bridge is a major impediment to improving the corridor.  The cost of its 

widening should be evaluated and considered with a by-pass alternative. 

 

Linda Van Dyke and Mark Heckmon indicated that they would participate as members of the 

CAG, and would be attending the upcoming meeting on January 21, 2010.  

 

CLH: 
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Woodstock Fire/Rescue District One-on-One Meeting 

 

Date:  January 29, 2010 

Time:  2:00 PM 

Location: Woodstock Fire/Rescue District – 435 E. Judd Street, Woodstock, IL 

Prepared By: Images, Inc. 

 

A meeting between the Woodstock Fire/Rescue District and representatives of Strand 

Associates and Images was held on January 29, 2010 at 2:00 PM to kick-off the start of the IL 

Route 47 Phase I Study.  Attendees included Ralph Webster, Fire Chief, Darcie Gabrisko, Strand 

Associates and Carrie Hansen, Images. 

 

An overview of the Phase I study background and process was presented, highlighting the work 

completed to date, scope of the project, the formation, purpose and schedule for the Citizen 

Advisory Group (CAG), upcoming Public Meetings and the anticipated three-year timeframe for 

completion.  An explanation of the Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) process was provided, 

identifying the various public outreach methods that will be utilized to ensure continued local 

participation in the project. 

 

The study team asked for input from the Fire/Rescue District regarding its issues and concerns 

with the Route 47 study area.  Comments, issues and concerns provided about the corridor 

included: 

 

• Anything that happens along Route 47 affects emergency services, and this needs to be 

taken into consideration.  The District must have the ability to use the corridor during 

construction. 

• The existing congestion affects current emergency response times, particularly from 

Judd Street to the McDonald’s, a route used to get to Country Club Road. 

• Close proximity of buildings to the street impacts site distances for emergency vehicles. 

• The intersection of Ware Road and Route 47 needs a traffic signal now. 
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• There does not seem to be an area along the corridor with a higher number of 

accidents, although there are a significant number of rear end collisions near McConnell 

Road. 

• The Lake Avenue intersection experiences significant back-ups as a result of the skewed 

intersection and the westbound approach turn lanes. 

• Any widening would likely impact the Bott’s Welding building as well as numerous 

parking areas for businesses along the corridor. 

• There are gravel pits both east and west of Route 47 on US 14, impacting the amount of 

truck traffic on Route 47. 

• The railroad bridge pylon will be major issue in any construction efforts. 

• Those who know avoid Route 47. 

 

The Chief inquired as to the amount of right-of-way proposed for the project.  The study team 

responded that it is not known at this time, and will be part of the development and evaluation 

of alternatives later in the process. 

 

The likelihood of the proposed minor league baseball facility near the proposed Woodstock 

East Metra Station site at US 14 and Lily Pond Road was also discussed.  There has been no 

official confirmation of the project, which could potentially impact the commitment to the 

Metra station site as the parking areas are intended to be shared. 

 

The Chief was invited to attend the February 3, 2010 Public Meeting, and will also be the 

District’s representative on the Citizen Advisory Committee. 

 

 

CLH: 





 

IL Route 47 
City of Woodstock  

CBBEL Project No.: 080483  Meeting Minutes 

  Page 1 of 2 

 
CHRISTOPHER B. BURKE ENGINEERING, LTD. 

9575 W Higgins Road, Suite 600  Rosemont, Illinois 60018-4920  Tel (847) 823-0500  Fax (847) 823-0520 

DATE:  January 12, 2011 

   

TO: All Attendees, File 

 

FROM: Jonathan O’Connell, PE; Christopher B. Burke Engineering, LTD. (CBBEL) 

 

SUBJECT: Drainage Review Meeting 

 01/12/11 at 1:30 pm 

 

LOCATION: City of Woodstock, Public Works Building 

 

ATTENDEES:  John Isbell (City of Woodstock) 

 Alan Wilson (City of Woodstock) 

 Rick Wojcik (IDOT Hydraulics) 

 Agar Shirani (IDOT Hydraulics) 

 Adam Moline (Strand) 

 Chin Wang (CBBEL) 

 Jonathan O’Connell (CBBEL) 

  

Christopher B. Burke Engineering (CBBEL) presented the Existing Drainage Plans based on the 

survey information available. CBBEL went through the plans and highlighted the areas where 

survey data was insufficient for determining an outlet location. 

 

• Outlet 1 is located at the intersection of IL Rte. 47 and McConnell Road. CBBEL 

explained that they were unsure where that outlet eventually ends up. The City explained 

that the pipe that heads east, at McConnell ends up via ditches and a double culvert under 

Zimmerman Road to DuFields Pond. IDOT wanted the pipe that runs under the building 

to be replaced by a new pipe within the McConnell ROW. During the design phase 

CBBEL will incorporate the flooding issues at Lake Avenue, under the railroad tracks and 

at McConnell Road into the Location Drainage Study. The City will pass along plans 

showing Lake Avenue design plans and also any plans showing the detention facility 

outlet for the lumber store located just east of IL Rte. 47 on Lake Avenue and as built 

plans of storm sewer systems in this area to IDOT. IDOT will provide a copy of the Lake 

Avenue drainage investigation to CBBEL. CBBEL noticed during their field review a box 

culvert under the Union Pacific Northwest Line railroad tracks. The City were unsure 

where this outlets to and the general thought was that it was used when there was an open 

drainage system in place but since there is a closed system now the box culvert is 

redundant. 

 

• Outlet 2 is located at the Burger King restaurant approximately 1500’ north of 

McConnell Road. CBBEL explained that they were unsure exactly how this outlet 

operates.  There is a double 60” or 72” culverts that appear to handle the high flow events. 

The City believes they have plans from the developments in this area and will forward any 

copies to IDOT. 
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CHRISTOPHER B. BURKE ENGINEERING, LTD. 

9575 W Higgins Road, Suite 600  Rosemont, Illinois 60018-4920  Tel (847) 823-0500  Fax (847) 823-0520 

 

• Outlet 5 is located at the intersection of IL 47 and Irving Avenue . CBBEL 

explained that the survey as presented didn’t show where the outlet was. The City 

explained that the 48” that crosses IL Rte 47 and then Irving Avenue outlets to a ditch 

behind the Wendy’s property. The City also identified this area as a potential site for the 

City’s regional detention. 

 

• Strand will talk to the survey consultant regarding picking up the 2 pump stations 

at Taco Bell’s and Tommy’s Restaurant so their locations can be incorporated into the 

Existing Drainage Plan. 

 

• The City of Woodstock shared a copy of a FIRM that was revised to reflect 

LOMR effective Jan 20th, 2011. This is located adjacent to IL 47 from Irving Ave. to IL 

Rte 120. CBBEL will incorporate this data into their study. 

 

Once the City and IDOT have passed along the relevant information CBBEL will compile a set of 

mark ups detailing where additional survey data is required. Strand will coordinate getting the 

survey request to American Surveying & Engineering P.C. 

 

 
 

 

These notes represent the preparer’s understanding of the items discussed and are not a verbatim account of the 
discussion. They are intended to generally document the discussions held; if any portion of these Minutes is found 
incomplete or inaccurate, please notify the preparer in writing within five business days from the receipt of the 
Minutes.  
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CITY OF WOODSTOCK MEETING No. 2 MINUTES 
February 15, 2012 

 
ILLINOIS ROUTE 47 

US ROUTE 14 TO CHARLES ROAD 
McHenry County 

P-91-007-09 
 
A meeting was held on Wednesday, February 15, 2012, at 10:30 A.M. The purpose of this meeting was to provide 
a recap of recent project progress and to solicit the City of Woodstock’s opinion on design criteria related to the 
On-Alignment alternative. In attendance were City Manager Timothy Clifton and Public Works Director John 
Isbell from the City of Woodstock, Ojas Patel and Mir Mustafa from the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT) Programming, Carrie Hansen from Images, Inc., and Darcie Gabrisko and Adam Moline of Strand 
Associates, Inc.® (Strand). 
 

1. Study Update 
 
A project update was provided. Coordination with the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning is complete, 
and its 2040 projections have been received. Work continues on development of the On-Alignment alternative 
that will be presented in the next public involvement meetings. Wetland information was received for the 
corridor, and it appears there will be minimal impacts. As a result, this project is dropping out of the NEPA/404 
merger process for environmental coordination. The development should help the schedule progress at a faster 
rate because of the reduced coordination effort. 
 

2. Upcoming Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting No. 5 
 
The next CAG meeting was planned for March 25, 2012. The City expressed concerns as many of the City staff 
will not be available for that date. The meeting was rescheduled for March 21, 2012, to accommodate City 
attendance. 
 

3. Design Criteria and Options 
 
Strand presented the following design criteria items for discussion: 
 

a. Access Consolidation–The city supports employing access management principles in the corridor 
and has enacted policy to require new development to implement cross access between 
businesses. The City is concerned with the prospect of losing parking, but the City understands it 
may be necessary and will work with the businesses to consider varying parking requirements in 
order to achieve cross access between businesses. The City prefers the study team present cross 
access and access management concepts to the CAG group rather than soliciting opinions first.  

 

b. Barrier Median–The City does not prefer the barrier median versus a center two-way left–turn 
lane but understands the IDOT policy and safety benefits of the barrier median. The City is 
concerned about right-of-way (ROW) impacts related to the increased width of the barrier 
median. The City is not interested in the maintenance cost of enhanced landscaping within the 
proposed barrier medians and urged the study team to look to the recently built IL Route 47 
expansion in Huntley for an example of what the City prefers as far as the aesthetics for the 
barrier median. 

 

c. Decorative Lighting–The City is interested in the concept of decorative lighting along certain 
segments of the corridor. The City would seek to implement a similar theme as is used in the 
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downtown square. The City would like to maintain or enhance the directional signage to the 
downtown areas. The relocation of existing signs should occur at no cost to the City. The existing 
signs are currently on private property but may be affected by the proposed widening. 

 

d. Roadway Lighting–The existing roadway lighting in the corridor is sporadic and was perhaps 
installed by ComEd. The City does not have jurisdiction over this lighting system. Strand said 
roadway lighting for the City of Woodstock could approach $1.2 million per mile. IDOT 
indicated that if lighting is not specifically warranted, the City would be responsible for 100 
percent of the cost. The City responded that such a high cost would be difficult to handle, and the 
decision to include lighting would have to be reviewed further. 

 

4. Nonconforming Elements 
 
The City generally has no issues with varying its requirements as far as setbacks, parking, or signage requirements 
that would be modified by potential ROW takes.  
 

5. CAG Membership–New City Commission Members 
 
The City indicated that new members were appointed to various city commissions of which several participate in 
the IL Route 47 CAG. The City promised to e-mail a list of new names to Images, Inc. for invitation to the 
upcoming meeting. 
 

6. Next Steps 
 
Strand presented the next steps of the study process.  The footprint of the On-Alignment alternative would be 
developed to further detail. The detailed impacts would be evaluated and the alternative further refined until 
ultimately arriving at the preferred alternative. The City indicated that the study group should make it clear to the 
CAG and public that all bypass alternatives have been eliminated from consideration. 
 
 
 
If there are any additions or comments, please call me at 815-744-4200 ext. 3314. 
 
Prepared and respectfully submitted by Adam Moline. 
 
c: All Participants Ojas Patel, IDOT 
 Timothy Clifton, Woodstock Mir Mustafa, IDOT 
 John Isbell, Woodstock Darcie Gabrisko, Strand 
 Carrie Hansen, Images, Inc. Adam Moline, Strand 
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
City of Woodstock One-on-One Meeting 

 

Date:  April 2, 2014 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Location: Woodstock Mayor’s Office – 121 Calhoun, Woodstock, Illinois 

Prepared By: Images, Inc. 

 

A meeting amongst the City of Woodstock, the Illinois Department of Transportation 

(Department), representatives of Strand Associates and Images was held on April 2, 2014 at 

1:00 PM to provide a study update, present alternatives under consideration and discuss the 

next steps in the Phase I study.  Attendees from the City of Woodstock included Roscoe 

Stelford, Alan Wilson, Paul Ruscko and Cort Carlson.  Attendees from the Department included 

Steve Schilke, John Baldauf and Kyle Bochte and consultants Darcie Gabrisko, Strand Associates 

and Cathy Valente, Images were present. 

 

An overview of the Phase I study background and process was presented, highlighting the work 

completed to date which included the full range of alternatives.  Steve and Darcie presented 

the background on the bypass history as presented at the last Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) 

meeting.  The bypass alternatives have been dismissed due to the traffic analysis demonstrating 

that a bypass scenario would not take enough traffic away from Route 47, and Route 47 would 

still need to be widened. 

 

The Department and consultant, Strand Associates, Inc., then presented the two alternatives 

under consideration beginning at the southern end of the project limits and moving northerly.  

Characteristics of the two alternatives include two lanes in each direction separated by barrier 

median.  The alternatives presented include roundabouts and/or conventional intersections or 

a combination of the two.  The Department has been proactive meeting with business owners 

and will continue to be available to discuss how best to accommodate existing business access 

with balancing future development.  The Department expressed the desire to promote cross 

access between businesses to improve access due to the proposed barrier median design. The 

City should work with local businesses to promote cross access to improve access management 

along IL 47. It is anticipated that the study would be processed as an Environmental Assessment 

at this time. 
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The project was discussed starting at the southern limits and moved north. The project team 

explained that the existing traffic control at US 14 (signal), and Southview Drive (minor stop) 

will be maintained in both of the proposed alternatives.  Frontage Road access will be 

maintained and the Department will be evaluating how to accommodate access to businesses, 

including potential cross access opportunities and consolidating access throughout the 

southern section of the project. 

 

The existing traffic control at Lake Avenue (signal) and McConnell Road (signal) would both be 

roundabouts or both remain signalized in the proposed alternatives. 

 

With roundabouts at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road, the railroad structure would not need 

to be replaced.  A 10’ shared-use path on the east would be accommodated by jacking under 

the railroad.  With the signalized intersection scenario, the structure would need to be replaced 

and a shoofly constructed with impacts to approximately eight businesses on the south side of 

the railroad. 

 

Cost 

The cost differential between the roundabouts and signalized intersections  is 

 approximately $30 million, and that is for the replacement bridge and shoofly and does not 

include ROW, acquisition or roadway construction.   

 

Growth 

The signalized intersection alternative would fail first if the area continues to grow due to 

storage.  The projected traffic is based on a 2040 model and currently the ADT is 24,000 and it 

is anticipated to grow to 46,000. 

 

Roundabout Proximity 

The State of Illinois does not have any other locations in which two  roundabouts are in close 

proximity, however, Strand Associates, Inc. has worked with over 200 roundabouts in Illinois 

and other states and it has been done. 

 

Hybrid Alternative 

A hybrid alternative, one signalized intersection and one roundabout  is not an option because 

there would be insufficient storage to handle left turn movements from southbound IL 47 to 

eastbound Lake.  Also, red lights would stop traffic and backup traffic into the roundabout.  The 

shoofly and replacement bridge would also be required. 

 

Department Preference  

 The Department does not have a preference whether these are signalized intersection or 

roundabouts at this time.  The City of Woodstock and its stakeholders will tell us what is 

acceptable. 
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Safety 

The roundabout alternative is safer when compared to a signalized intersection. 

 

Truck Traffic 

Trucks can navigate roundabouts, the aprons are wide enough to accommodate traffic.  Also, 

the truck traffic runs off peak travel times so there shouldn’t be conflict between types of 

vehicles. 

 

Increased Demand due to County Fair 

If the traffic doubles, either alternative will experience delays.   

 

Roundabouts after Construction 

 The Department has not taken a roundabout out after installation.  Roundabouts are analyzed 

operationally, just as signalized intersections. 

 

There was a brief discussion regarding legal “U” turns. 

 

Country Club Road 

 

The existing traffic control at County Club Road (signal) and would remain signalized in the 

proposed alternative. 

 

McDonalds 

The elimination of the McDonald’s IL 47 access is currently proposed because they have access 

on the south and west sides of their parcel. Right in and right out access can be considered.  In 

general, median breaks on Strategic Regional Arterials (SRA) are limited to ¼ mile spacing. 

 

Judd Street/Irving Avenue 

 

The existing traffic control at Judd Street/Irving Avenue (signal) and would be a roundabout or 

remain signalized in the proposed alternatives. 

 

A roundabout would provide for a smooth movement for vehicles traveling northbound on 

Irving. 

 

Space Requirement 

Roundabouts do require more space immediately at the intersection, however less space at the 

approaches to the intersection.  For a signalized intersection, more space is needed due to long 

tapers. 

 

Route 120/McHenry Avenue 

 

The existing traffic control at Route 120/McHenry Avenue (signal) and would remain signalized 

in the proposed alternatives. 
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A roundabout would not work at this particular location due to the traffic imbalance.  11’ lanes 

are proposed to minimize property acquisition.  To the north there would be a barrier median 

with grass cover instead of concrete and a 10’ shared-use path on the east side and sidewalk on 

the west side. 

 

Moving north to Greenwood, there are residential properties on one side and businesses on the 

other side.  This is a difficult area as there are few areas with not having a lot of cross access.  

The Department asked if there was any commercial business issues in this area and the City 

responded no. 

 

St. John’s Road 

 

The existing traffic control at St. John’s Road (minor stop) would be converted to a signal. 

 

The City mentioned this will make people happy. However, closing off 2 roads will make people 

unhappy. 

 

Russel Court 

 

The existing traffic control at Russel Court (signal) would remain signalized. 

 

Ware Road 

 

The existing traffic control at Ware Road (minor stop) would be a roundabout or remain stop 

controlled on Ware Road.   

 

This location did not meet warrants for a traffic signal. The sidewalk would be terminated at 

Ware Road due to the rural nature of the area to the north.  However, the shared-use path will 

extend to Charles Road. 

 

There are discussions with the property owner north of the school about development of 

commercial along the corridor adjacent to IL 47 and residential behind the commercial area. 

 

Charles Road 

 

The existing traffic control at Charles Road (all-way stop) would be a roundabout or remain an 

all-way stop. 

 

Charles Road did not meet traffic warrants for a signal.  A roundabout would slow traffic down 

approaching the curb and gutter area of 45 mph.   
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Miscellaneous 

 

A discussion took place regarding the shared-use path and sidewalk pedestrian 

accommodations and the IDOT cost share policy of 80/20 if the City provides maintenance.  

These types of decisions are not needed during Phase I, however, they are needed during Phase 

II.  In Phase I, the Department will include the path and ROW.  During Phase II an agreement 

can be executed and as construction draws near, detailed cost estimates will be available and 

firm financial commitments would be necessary at that time.  

 

The Department can also make grading and right of way accommodations for the sidewalk and 

path if the City doesn’t want to install them with the IL 47 improvements.  

 

Roadway lighting and maintenance is 100% City responsibility.  A discussion took place 

regarding the City cost share (at 100%) of lighting a roundabout vs. the City cost share of 

constructing a signalized intersection.  The cost share for the signals is 50/50 for each leg for 

which the City has jurisdiction.  The City would be responsible for maintenance, too. 

 

Maintenance of the green space within a roundabout or in medians was discussed.  The 

Department will mow once a year if there are no trees in the median. The Department will not 

mow if there are trees in the median. It is likely the City will want to maintain the green space.  

The Department will provide the City with a listing of plantings that withstand the elements.  

There may be an opportunity for the City to obtain sponsorships of the roundabouts, if 

selected, by local groups. 

 

There will be utility impacts and that would be a City of Woodstock cost.  It was mentioned that 

this would be a large cost.  Steve mentioned that land acquisition could take 3 -5 years and the 

Department has run into clear title issues since 2007.  The Department has the water main and 

sewer plans. 

 

The Phase II, design, portion of this project is funded.  Construction and Land Acquisition are 

programmed at this time.  Land Acquisition is becoming more complicated due to increasing 

numbers of foreclosures and could take 3 to 5 years before all the property is acquired.  

 

Next Steps 

Next steps include a Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAG) meeting to obtain feedback on what 

was presented today, with a public meeting early summer.  A follow up CAG meeting will be 

conducted prior to a fall/winter public hearing. 

 

Action Items 

Provide a set of plans for review to the City and County 

Look into cost of lighting a multi-lane roundabout 

Provide the Department policy on traffic generator signage 

Provide the Department policy on gateway signage 

Provide Department list of types of median plantings that survive the street conditions 
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Woodstock Fire/Rescue District and City of Woodstock Police Department 

 

Date:  June 10, 2014 

Time:  9:00 AM 

Location: Woodstock Police/Fire District – 435 E. Judd Street, Woodstock, IL 

Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc. 

 

A meeting between the City of Woodstock Police and Woodstock Fire District, Strand Associates 

(Strand), Illinois Department of Transportation (Department), and the City of Woodstock 

representative was held on June 10, 2014 at 9:00 AM to discuss the IL Route 47 Phase I Study 

and provide a progress update.  Attendees included Fire Chief Ralph Webster, Police Chief 

Robert Lowen, Roscoe Stelford (City of Woodstock), Paul Ruscko (City of Woodstock), Darcie 

Gabrisko (Strand), Bill Plant (Strand), Steve Schilke (Department), John Baldauf (Department), 

and Kyle Bochte(Department). 

 

Introductions were made and a project update was given. The project consists of a Phase I 

study of IL Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in Woodstock, Illinois. The Phase II 

consultants have been chosen. The Phase II design is broken up into two sections: IL Route 47 

from US Route 14 to IL Route 120 is the first section and IL Route 120 to Charles Road is the 

second section. There is no current funding for construction or land acquisition. To date, there 

have been six Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meetings and two public meetings held. The third 

public meeting is scheduled for July 9, 2014 at Challenger Learning Center. Roll plots of the 

corridor were displayed. The planned cross section is two lanes in each direction with a barrier 

median, a ten foot shared-use path on the east side of the roadway, and a five foot sidewalk on 

the west side of the roadway. Roundabouts are being considered at the intersections of IL 

Route 47 with Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Irving/Judd Street, Ware Road, and Charles Road. 

Roundabouts at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road would enable the existing railroad structure 

between the intersections to remain. Traffic signals at the intersections would require a new 

structure with a temporary track, costing approximately $30 million. At CAG meeting number 

six, the group unanimously voted in favor of roundabouts at all five intersections.  
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The study team asked for input from the City of Woodstock Police and Woodstock Fire District 

regarding its initial issues and concerns with the Route 47 study area.  Comments, issues and 

concerns provided about the corridor included: 

 

• A barrier curb median does eliminate the potential for left turns from side streets or 

entrances onto IL Route 47 or from IL Route 47 onto side streets or entrances. Various 

entrances will be right-in/right-out. Therefore, at some entrances, U-turns will be 

required to get to the destination. U-turns are also possible at roundabouts, which is 

often safer and more convenient due to the protection provided. 

• Currently there is a high number of crashes around Lake Avenue and McConnell Road. A 

crash exhibit was displayed showing the number of crashes in the corridor by location.  

• A concern of the efficiency of the roundabouts compared to a standard intersection 

with traffic signals was mentioned. IL Route 47 is often overly congested during peak 

traffic times such as a Friday afternoon around 4 P.M. Roundabouts typically result in 

fewer crashes due to there being fewer conflict points in the intersection and the 

possibility to eliminate skew in the intersection. Crashes are typically less severe in 

roundabouts because they reduce the likelihood of dangerous angle crashes and the 

speeds are lower. Roundabouts also yielded a better level of service and reduced delay 

at all five intersections compared to its alternative for the design year of 2040. There 

would be a learning curve for roundabouts but as familiarity increases, efficiency would 

as well. An Average Daily Traffic (ADT) figure was displayed for the corridor. The figure 

showed that the current primary use of IL 47 is local traffic because the ADT values 

significantly decrease around Ware Road and Charles Road. Drivers are not typically 

using IL Route 47 to pass through town and continue to Wisconsin or other distant 

destinations. Users of the corridor should be able to familiarize themselves with 

roundabout intersections if that alternative were to be chosen.  

• Fire Chief Webster expressed concern about how fire trucks could navigate through the 

roundabouts. The proposed roundabouts will be able to accommodate the fire trucks 

because the roundabouts are two lanes and have a truck apron. The roundabouts were 

designed for vehicles larger than those used by the Fire District. Post Meeting: Chief 

Webster provided dimensions of their largest Fire Truck. Strand developed a template for 

it and ran turning movements in auto-turn software.  The vehicle successfully navigated 

the roundabouts. A video and still aerial view were provided to the Chief for his Board. 

• The Fire District is not concerned with their ability to perform U-turns. They are more 

likely to go against traffic.  

• The safety of the U-turns was brought up as a concern. The U-turns are safe. “U-turn 

Permitted” signs could also be included to better inform drivers. 

• A question as to what signing and striping is involved at roundabouts was mentioned. 

The roundabouts will have significant signing and striping. There is more signing 

involved in a roundabout than a traditional intersection. The signing is often graphic. 

The signing will also warn drivers to slow down approaching the roundabout. Curves 

approaching the roundabouts are utilized to slow drivers. 
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• A question as to how the snow plows maintain a roundabout was asked. A roundabout 

requires a different approach to snow removal. However, snow plows can still 

successfully maintain roundabouts. 

• The railroad structure between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road was discussed. In the 

roundabout design, users of the sidewalk will cross over to the east side of the roadway 

onto the shared-use path through a proposed tunnel running beneath the railroad 

structure east of the roadway. There is enough room for four 11-foot lanes beneath the 

existing structure. No additional feet can be added beneath the bridge without 

providing an entire new structure. The existing structure is in good condition. The profile 

of the roadway may be lowered slightly under the bridge for clearance purposes. The 

standard traffic signal design does require a new structure for the railroad. This also 

requires a temporary track and structure for the railroad while the proposed structure is 

being constructed. The temporary track would impact four businesses and two 

residential buildings. Currently, the roundabout design impacts two businesses near the 

railroad bridge. The ultimate impact to these affected businesses and property would be 

a part of the land acquisition process.  

 

A review of the entire corridor was given by Strand. The proposed barrier median is 18 feet 

wide south of Ware Road and 22 feet wide north of Ware Road. On the roll plot exhibits, all 

properties highlighted pink were instances where the proposed design affects part of the 

building on the property. The intersection at Southview Drive does not meet signal warrants so 

will be left as stop-controlled on Southview Drive and uncontrolled on IL Route 47. Wanda Lane 

is proposed to be right-in/right-out access. The design is trying to best accommodate 

businesses with median openings along the corridor.  The proposed shared-use path continues 

through Bates Park on the City’s property. The City is supportive of the shared-use path 

providing connectivity throughout the corridor, including at Bates Park. At Ware Road, traffic 

does not warrant standard signals so the intersection would remain as stop-controlled on Ware 

Road and uncontrolled on IL Route 47 if the roundabout alternative is not selected. Similar to 

Ware Road, traffic does not warrant signals at Charles Road so the intersection would remain a 

four-way stop-controlled intersection if the roundabout alternative is not selected. 

Roundabouts at the north end of the project could also be useful to slow down drivers 

approaching the city from the north. The Police and Fire District were supportive of the 

roundabouts at Ware Road and Charles Road and had no objections to the three other 

roundabout locations. 

 

A question was asked as to why the intersection at Greenwood Circle and Greenwood Avenue is 

being realigned to a four-way intersection but the intersection at Donovan Avenue and 

Greenwood Circle is not being realigned. At Donovan Avenue, realignment of the minor legs 

would cause the church parking lot or residential houses to be affected.  

 

Strand and IDOT asked if the Police or Fire District were concerned about the right-in/right-out 

access at the intersections of IL Route 47 with Center Street and Christian Way. The Police and 

Fire District were not concerned.  
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The Police and Fire District mentioned it would be important to have a left turn lane with a 

median break at Sheila Street because the Police and Fire District go there a lot approaching 

from both directions. 

 

The possibility of having mountable curb with a grass median at certain areas was mentioned. 

The Police and Fire District expressed concern that after seeing the Police and Fire District 

mount the median for left turns, local drivers would begin to do the same thing. 

 

The question was asked if the project was going to combine the Northwood Lane entrance with 

Ware Road to form a four-way intersection. The property north of the school at Ware Road is 

ultimately planned to be developed and the roundabout will have a stub at the west side to 

accommodate the future expansion.  
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Woodstock Community Unit School District 200 

 

Date:  June 10, 2014 

Time:  10:15 AM 

Location: Woodstock School District 200 Administration Offices – 

  227 W. Judd Street, Woodstock, IL 

Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc. 

 

A meeting between Woodstock Community Unit School District 200 officials, representatives of 

Illinois Department of Transportation (Department), and Strand Associates (Strand) was held on 

June 10, 2014 at 10:15 AM to discuss the IL Route 47 Phase I Study and provide a progress 

update.  Attendees included Mark Heckmon (School District 200), Diane Carter School District 

200), Mike Moan (School District 200), Darcie Gabrisko (Strand), Bill Plant (Strand), Steve 

Schilke (Department), John Baldauf (Department), and Kyle Bochte (Department). 

 

Introductions were made and a project update was given. The project consists of a Phase I 

study of IL Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in Woodstock, Illinois. To date, there 

have been six Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meetings and two public meetings. The third public 

meeting is scheduled for July 9, 2014 at Challenger Learning Center. Roll plots of the corridor 

were displayed. The planned cross section is two lanes in each direction with a barrier median, 

a ten foot shared-use path east of the roadway, and a five foot sidewalk west of the roadway. 

Roundabouts are being considered at the intersections of IL Route 47 with Lake Avenue, 

McConnell Road, Irving/Judd Street, Ware Road, and Charles Road. Roundabouts at Lake 

Avenue and McConnell Road would enable the existing railroad structure between the 

intersections to remain. Traffic signals at the intersections would require a new structure with a 

temporary track, costing approximately $30 million. Roundabouts typically result in fewer 

crashes due to there being fewer conflict points in the intersection and the possibility to 

eliminate skew in the intersection. Crashes are typically less severe in roundabouts because 

they reduce the likelihood of dangerous angle crashes. Speeds at roundabouts will be lower 

than signalized intersections due to the curved approaches designed to slow approaching 

drivers. Roundabouts also yielded a better level of service and less delay at all five intersections 

compared to its alternative for the design year of 2040. At CAG meeting number six, the group 

unanimously voted in favor of roundabouts at all five intersections.  
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The study team asked for input from the School District regarding its initial issues and concerns 

with the Route 47 study area.  Comments and suggestions included: 

 

• The School District asked what dictates if roundabouts or signalized intersections are 

chosen at the five locations. Public meetings, CAG meetings, and detailed technical 

analysis are key parts of deciding what is ultimately proposed at each intersection. After 

the public meeting July 9, 2014, final details on the intersections will be made with the 

goal of having the public hearing at the end of 2014.  

• A discussion was held as to whether the School District’s buses could navigate the 

roundabout. There will be no issue with the buses being able to navigate through the 

proposed roundabouts. The roundabouts are multi-lane roundabouts with a truck 

apron. Autoturn movements were run using vehicles larger than school buses and the 

vehicles were able to navigate the roundabouts. 

• The school representatives asked if four lanes can fit beneath the existing railroad 

structure and where the pedestrians will cross the railroad tracks. There is enough room 

for four 11-foot lanes beneath the existing structure. The existing structure is a severe 

constriction because it has the roadway lanes and sidewalk underneath it now. In the 

roundabout alternative at Lake and McConnell, there will be only four lanes of traffic 

underneath the existing structure.  Sidewalk users on the west side of Il 47 must cross 

over to the east side onto the shared-use path that runs through a proposed tunnel 

beneath the existing railroad tracks. Pedestrians crossing a roundabout can be safer 

than crossing an intersection because pedestrians must only look in one direction at a 

time to avoid traffic.  

• The School District asked what the lane width inside the roundabouts would be. Post 

Meeting: It was confirmed the roundabout lane widths would be 13 feet for the inside 

lane and 15 feet for the outside lane. 

• Dedicated right turn lanes are proposed at roundabouts to improve the operations of 

the intersection. The eastbound, westbound, and southbound legs of the intersection at 

Lake Avenue have dedicated right turn lanes. The westbound leg of the intersection at 

McConnell Road has a dedicated right turn lane. The westbound and eastbound legs of 

the intersection at Charles Road have dedicated right turn lanes.  

• There was a discussion of other roundabouts being implemented in the area. Kane 

County is planning a roundabout on IL 47 at Burlington Road south of the project limits. 

• A question was asked about how the corridor will be constructed. The Phase II 

consultants have been chosen. The Phase II design is broken up into two sections: IL 

Route 47 from US Route 14 to IL Route 120 is the first section and IL Route 120 to 

Charles Road is the second section. There is no current funding for construction or land 

acquisition. Construction plans could get divided even further, based on funding 

availability. Getting through the Phase I process is the priority. Land acquisition will take 

two to four years minimum so it will still be several years before the corridor is 

constructed.  
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Discussion began about the School District’s opinion on the currently proposed median break 

locations. Some entrances were combined and others have a right-in/right-out design. The goal 

of the selected median break locations is to best accommodate the businesses and residents 

within the corridor. Comments and suggestions from the School District included: 

 

• How the Roundabout alternative addresses access to the schools at Ware Road was 

discussed. Northwood Lane is a one way street going south. Not providing a median 

break and left turn lane at the north entrance on Northwood Lane to the schools would 

require buses headed northbound to U-turn at Ware Road. The entrance at Russel Court 

is rarely used except for the elementary school because the other schools are north of 

that entrance. In the stop sign design of the intersection with Ware Road, there is a 

median break for the north entrance to the school from IL Route 47. A median break at 

this location cannot be provided in the roundabout alternative due to the proximity of 

the roundabout to the entrance. The School District said it would probably be easier for 

them to U-turn at the roundabout than attempt to make a left turn across two lanes of 

traffic at a median break.  

• Up to 35-40 buses use IL Route 47 around Ware Road at 7:30 AM, 8:30 AM, 3:00 PM, 

and 3:30 PM. 

• The School District asked if there is a learning curve for roundabouts. There would be a 

learning curve for roundabouts but as familiarity increases, efficiency would as well. An 

Average Daily Traffic (ADT) figure was displayed for the corridor. The figure showed that 

the current primary use of IL 47 is local traffic because the ADT values significantly 

decrease around Ware Road and Charles Road. Drivers are not typically using IL Route 

47 to pass through town and continue to Wisconsin or other distant destinations. Users 

of the corridor should be able to familiarize themselves with roundabout intersections if 

that alternative were to be chosen. 

• The School District uses Sheila Street quite a bit and would prefer if there was a median 

break with a left turn lane at the intersection. Otherwise, the school buses will need to 

be rerouted. The School District said Sheila Street plays a bigger role than Birch Road 

typically.  

• St. Johns is used a lot by the School District. A signal is being proposed at the 

intersection. 

• The School District stated it might be more useful for them to have a median break at 

Christian Way rather than at Park Street. Strand mentioned doing this would impact the 

Grove Street median break. The School District does not use Grove Street for left turns 

as much. The School District had no other issues with the access and lack of access to 

the other streets in this part of the corridor. 

• The School District supported the median breaks at Donovan Avenue, Melody Lane, 

Maple Avenue, and Cooney Drive. 

• The U-turns are designed for passenger cars, not school buses. Roundabouts would be a 

good location for school buses to turn around.  

• The School District still uses Illinois Route 47 quite a bit for their routes.  
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• A question was asked regarding the length of construction once it has begun. The 

construction schedule would depend on the timing of the funding available. 

 

A review of the corridor was given by Strand. The proposed barrier median is 18 feet wide 

south of Ware Road and 22 feet wide north or Ware Road. On the roll plot exhibits, all 

properties highlighted pink were instances where the proposed design affects part of the 

building on the property. The intersection at Southview Drive does not meet signal warrants so 

will be left as stop controlled on Southview Drive and uncontrolled on IL Route 47. Wanda Lane 

is proposed to be right-in/right-out access. At Ware Road, traffic does not warrant standard 

signals so the intersection would remain as stop-controlled on Ware Road and uncontrolled on 

IL Route 47 if the roundabout alternative is not selected. Similar to Ware Road, traffic does not 

warrant signals at Charles Road so the intersection would remain a four-way stop-controlled 

intersection if the roundabout alternative is not selected. Roundabouts at the north end of the 

project could also be useful to slow down drivers approaching the city from the north. At the 

conclusion of the meeting, the school district had no objections to any of the proposed 

roundabout locations. 
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Illinois Route 47
Phase I Study

MEETING MINUTES
City of Woodstock Meeting 4

Date: April 8, 2016
Time: 10:00 AM
Location: Woodstock Mayor’s Office – 121 Calhoun, Woodstock, Illinois
Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc.

A meeting between the City of Woodstock (City), representatives of the Illinois Department of
Transportation (Department), and Strand Associates, Inc. (Strand) was held on April 8, 2016. The
purpose of the meeting was to provide a project update, discuss cross access possibilities, discuss
upcoming public involvement planned, and discuss the Highway Safety Manual analysis results.
Attendees included Mayor Brian Sager (City), Garrett Anderson (City), Jeff VanLanduyt (City),
Roscoe Stelford (City), Joe Napolitano (City), Krista Coltrin (City), Steve Schilke (Department),
John Baldauf (Department), Kyle Bochte (Department), and Bill Plant (Strand).

Introductions were made and a project update was given. The project consists of a Phase I study
of  IL  47  from  US  14  to  Charles  Road.  In  a  Phase  I  study,  alternatives  are  considered,  public
involvement is conducted, environmental impacts are determined, and a proposed alternative is
selected. The project team is targeting to complete the Phase I study by spring 2017. Phase II is
currently funded and will begin upon completion of Phase I. Phase II consists of developing the
contract documents necessary for construction.

IL 47 as a whole was divided into two sections. The other Phase I for IL 47, from Reed Road to US
14, is near completion, and Phase II will begin in summer 2016. Each Phase I section is divided
into two Phase II sections due to complexity of work associated with the design. All four Phase II
consultants have been selected. Land acquisition and a majority of construction of the project
are not currently funded. The only section of IL 47 that is funded for construction is the bridge
over the Kishwaukee River in the south section of IL 47. The Department will  provide the City
with a briefing of all four sections in the near future.

The preferred alternative consists of two lanes in each direction separated by a barrier median.
A 10-foot wide shared-use path is proposed on the east side of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road
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and a 5-foot wide sidewalk is proposed on the west side of IL 47 from US 14 to Ware Road. Roll
plots of the project preferred alternative were displayed.

At the Chamber of Commerce meeting held on October 23, 2014, some business owners and
tenants along the corridor expressed concern regarding the proposed barrier median and the
lack of left turn access for certain businesses. As a result of the concerns voiced, the project study
team has worked to investigate the possibility of cross access between properties. Cross access
is defined as navigable vehicle access between two different businesses on private property.
Cross access is beneficial because it allows vehicles to travel between businesses on private
property, removing congestion on IL 47. Cross access is also beneficial because it allows
businesses currently without left turn access to have full access to their property via the
neighboring businesses with full access. A majority of the median breaks will provide a bumpout
in the pavement to allow for passenger car U-turns at the median breaks.

The  Department  will  work  with  property  owners  to  implement  cross  access  if  cross  access
agreements have been signed by the adjoining property owners. Receiving the cross access
agreements prior to the land acquisition process is important in order for the cross access to be
implemented as a part of this project. The Department requires the temporary easement
necessary to construct the cross access be donated by the property owners. The temporary
easement is only necessary to construct the proposed cross access and lasts five years. It is the
responsibility of the adjoining property owners to maintain the cross access after it is initially
constructed.

The roll plots displayed identified locations along the corridor where cross access currently exists
and can continue to exist after the proposed construction, locations where cross access is
possible, locations where no left turn access is possible if all cross access was implemented, and
property owners/tenants who have commented on the project regarding access. Properties
where trucks currently back into private driveways for loading docks that can no longer be
accommodated were also identified on the roll plots. The City asked what happens to the
properties where truck movements for the property can no longer be accommodated. Impacts
on truck movements on private properties are determined in the Land Acquisition phase of the
project. Depending on the property owner desires as well as significance of the property impacts,
the Department assesses damages resulting from the loss of productivity/convenience related to
the property change and evaluates potential relocation of the property.

The project study team is targeting to meet in small groups with businesses located along the
corridor to discuss access concerns as well as cross access possibilities. The meetings will be
conducted in late spring or early summer.  A total of 10 meetings are proposed with groups of
businesses throughout the corridor. The meeting groups were determined by location along the
corridor, property characteristics, impacts associated with the proposed design, and previous
project involvement of the business. The project team discussed the proposed meetings and
other design aspects with the City of Woodstock. The following is a summary of the discussion.
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· The  City  stated  that  the  property  at  the  southwest  corner  of  IL  47  and  US  14  is  an
important property for redevelopment. A right in-right out request was submitted by the
City for access off of US 14. Davis Road could also be realigned to run south of the property
and north of the old Woodstock Harley Davidson. The Department will determine whose
jurisdiction Davis Road is. The City will provide the Department with the draft plans for
the property buildout that are available. Post Meeting Note: Davis Road is under City
jurisdiction.

·  The idea of extending Catalpa Lane north to align with his property and provide a median
break at the entrance was discussed. This realignment would remove left turn access from
1790 S Eastwood Drive and split  the 1700 S Eastwood Drive property in  half.  The City
agreed Catalpa Lane should not be extended.

· The building at 1220 S Eastwood Drive is proposed to be relocated as a part of the project
and has voiced their concerns throughout the project. Several roundabout design
iterations were evaluated in an attempt to avoid the relocation.

· The proposed Lake Avenue roundabout requires vehicles exiting 990 Lake Avenue located
at the southwest corner of the intersection to travel southbound.

· The proposed design removes left turn access for 930 Lake Avenue located on the south
side of Lake Avenue west of IL 47.

· The proposed design removes all existing parking at the front of the 890 Lake Avenue
property.

· The City believes there are hints of development desired at the property on the west side
of IL 47 between Lake Avenue and the Union Pacific Railroad. This property is currently
proposed to be used for detention. The Department stated all properties along state
routes that are attempting to change the current use of the land should require a permit
through the Department. This will allow the Department to inform developers about the
future plans of the property when the permit is requested.

· Cross Access is possible for 991 McConnell Road, 950 S Eastwood Drive, and 900 S
Eastwood Drive, located on the west side of IL 47 north of McConnell Road.

· No direct left turn access is proposed for 935 S Eastwood Drive. Vehicles traveling
southbound will be able to access the property by U-turning in the McConnell Road
roundabout.

· 999 S Eastwood Drive is identified as a potential relocation as a part of this project due to
the footprint associated with the McConnell Road roundabout.
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· Trucks currently back into a loading dock at 900 S Eastwood Drive on the west side of IL
47. The proposed design with barrier median will not allow the trucks to perform this
movement.

· A majority of the businesses located on the east side of IL 47 from McConnell Road to
Country Club Road have existing cross access between properties that will remain after
construction.  Cross  access  can  be  added  between  401  S  Eastwood  Drive  and  385  S
Eastwood Drive.

· Cross access is possible with a majority of the businesses located on the west side of IL
47. The City informed the project team that Dominick’s owns the property on the west
side of IL 47 north of the 410 S Eastwood Drive complex. The City is concerned regarding
access at this location. The existing entrance where left turn access is proposed between
500 S Eastwood Drive and 400 S Eastwood Drive has poor visibility. The City suggested
evaluating moving the median break north in between 400 S Eastwood Drive and 320 S
Eastwood Drive because it could serve as a primary entrance to the properties. Moving
the median break to this location would require evaluating the median break spacing
between this opening and the Country Club Road intersection. The Dominick’s lot may
also  be  able  to  use  Country  Club  Road/South  Street  as  their  primary  access.  The  City
believes Dominick’s also purchased a few of the houses located on the south side of South
Street west of IL 47 in order to provide access off of South Street. The City informed the
project team that the Taco Bell located 400 S Eastwood Drive will likely be relocating. It is
unknown where they will be moving to.

· The City stated the owner of the property located at the northwest corner of the
intersection of IL 47 and Judd Street is aware that his property is proposed to be relocated
as a part of this project. The property owner understands he can sell the property but is
required to disclose the project to potential buyers. The project study team stated even
if funding became available in the near future, it is likely land acquisition will not be
complete for at least three years. Because of this, the property owner should be able to
lease out the building until land acquisition is carried forward.

· Median break locations north of IL 120 were determined based on design policy and
feedback received from the Woodstock School District 200, Woodstock Fire/Rescue
District, and Woodstock Police Department at previous meetings. All parties met with
mentioned above were supportive of the proposed barrier median.

· The City informed the project study team there are three new Hearthstone Communities
buildings located on the east side of IL 47 south of Christian Way that are not depicted in
the roll plot figures provided. All driveways for the new buildings are located off of
Christian Way.
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· No direct left turn access is possible for 1108 North Seminary Avenue, 1110 N Seminary
Avenue, 1114 N Seminary Avenue, and 1118 N Seminary Avenue located on the east side
of IL 47 north of Donovan Avenue.

· The property tenant of 1125 N Seminary Avenue voiced their concerns requesting left
turn access at the Chamber of Commerce meeting. The property currently has cross
access with 1132 N Madison Street, located west of the subject property, so full access is
possible for customers traveling to 1125 N Seminary Avenue through 1132 N Madison
Street.

· The proposed project removes a portion of the parking lot at 1211 N Seminary Avenue,
located at the northwest corner of IL 47 and Greenwood Avenue. The property owner has
not yet commented on the project. The property owner also owns the property directly
to the west so additional parking can be added if necessary.

· Direct left turn access will be removed for a majority of the businesses and apartment
complexes on the east side of IL 47 from Greenwood Avenue to Birch Road. The project
study team asked if there is any future development planned for the parcel located east
of 1216 N Seminary Avenue. No known development is planned at this time.

·  No direct left turn access is proposed for 1903 N Seminary Avenue on the west side of IL
47 south of Sunshine Lane. The property located north of the subject property is currently
being marketed for a future apartment building.

· 2028 N Seminary Avenue, 2030 N Seminary Avenue, and 2020 N Seminary Avenue, all
located on the east side of IL 47 south of Russel Court, will not have direct left turn access
unless cross access is implemented. The City believes the owner of 2028 N Seminary
Avenue also owns the property directly south of the building. The City informed the
project study team that the vacant building at 2020 N Seminary Avenue has been
purchased and is scheduled to become an independent restaurant. The City believes
2020, 2024, 2028, and 2030 N Seminary Avenue all have an existing cross access
agreement.

Figures were handed out to all attendees detailing safety factors and studies associated with the
corridor. A total of 399 crashes were observed in the project corridor between 2010 and 2012.
Of the 399 crashes, a majority of the crashes were between Lake Avenue and Judd Street. The
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) completed a national study comparing corridors with
barrier median to two-way left-turn lanes (TWLTL). The study found that adding a median where
a previous TWLTL existed can reduce the crash rate by approximately 37% and the injury rate by
approximately 48%. The Department is currently conducting a similar study at a regional level.
The Department’s study investigated 13 corridors in the Chicagoland Region, 7 of which have a
TWLTL and 6 of which have a barrier median. The results show a 36% reduction in crashes for
barrier median compared to a TWLTL, as well as a 54% reduction in fatalities. The project study
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team also did a safety analysis for expected number of crashes along this IL 47 project corridor,
Evaluating  the  impact  of  a  barrier  median  compared  to  a  TWLTL.  The  results  yielded  an  8%
reduction in total number of expected crashes, as well as a 9% reduction in total number of
expected fatal and injury crashes.

The City asked if there was negative feedback regarding the roundabouts at the Chamber of
Commerce meeting. Some negative feedback was received but it is believed the feedback was a
result of the negative views toward the barrier median. Several also expressed support of the
roundabouts. In general, there was much support of the roundabouts at the previous public
meeting. The roundabouts were designed to accommodate large trucks. The trucks will be
required to use both lanes when navigating through the roundabouts.

The  City  asked  if  there  are  any  studies  on  the  financial  economic  impact  associated  with
implementing barrier median as opposed to a TWLTL. The FHWA pamphlet Safe Access is Good
for Business explains the economic benefits associated with barrier medians. Barrier medians
allow for better traffic flow as well as a safer corridor. These improvements will make IL 47 a
more desirable roadway to use.

The City believes the other main concern regarding the project is pedestrian access. The project
study team has received positive feedback regarding the pedestrian accommodations associated
with  the  project.  The  City  stated  a  significant  amount  of  pedestrian  desire  to  cross  IL  47  at
Calhoun  Street  near  145  S  Eastwood  Drive.  The  project  study  team  has  received  several
comments asking for a way to cross IL 47 at Calhoun Street. However, a signalized intersection is
not  warranted  at  Calhoun  Street  and  it  is  Department  policy  not  to  provide  crosswalks  at
midblock locations due to associated safety risks. Pedestrians walking from Calhoun Street
attempting to go to the strip mall on the east side of IL 47 will be required to walk south along IL
47 to Country Club Road and cross at the signalized intersection. The City will need to construct
sidewalk connecting from the private properties east of IL 47 in this area to the proposed shared
use path. All signalized intersections will incorporate pedestrian push buttons, countdown
timers, ADA ramps, and other items associated with crossing the street.

The other location the City is concerned about pedestrian accommodations is Lake Avenue.
Roundabouts do allow pedestrians to only look for traffic in one direction at a time and provide
a safe place in the splitter island. However, there are no allocated times for pedestrians to cross
the intersection. The south section of IL 47 from Reed Road to US 14 is also proposing a shared-
use path on the east side of IL 47 and a sidewalk on the west side of IL 47. New sidewalk and path
are paid for at an 80% state/ 20% local split and it is the municipality’s responsibility to maintain
the sidewalk and paths. This agreement is finalized during Phase II of the project. If the
municipality will not agree to the cost sharing terms, the Department will acquire the right-of-
way and provide a sidewalk/path shelf in the interim.

The City asked if pedestrian infrastructure such as trash cans and benches are being considered
for the project. The only pedestrian infrastructure included is Pace Bus pads at bus stops along IL
47 at locations requested by Pace Bus. Other pedestrian infrastructure can be determined in



IL	47	–	City	of	Woodstock/Department	Meeting	Minutes	 Page	7	

Phase II of the project. All infrastructure would be a municipality cost. The Department
recommends the City wait until construction is complete to install pedestrian infrastructure.

The City is supportive of the project as a whole and the idea of meeting with smaller groups of
businesses. The City asked what they can do to help the project continue smoothly.  The project
study team may require the City’s assistance in planning business owner meetings discussed and
inviting attendees. The City is welcome to attend all of the meetings. Roscoe Stelford from the
City will be the contact person for the project team.

The City asked if other funding such as Evacuation Route Funding at the railroad is possible for
the project. Evacuation route funding is typically reserved for coastal communities where
designated evacuation routes exist. The Department will send the letter they received to the City
that states this funding is not available.

The City asked if way finding signage can be added as a part of this project and what will happen
to the existing signs. The Department is open to discussing way finding signage with the City
whenever the City desires. The Department has a policy for way finding signage that they will
send to the City.

No attendees had any further questions. The City thanked the project team for meeting with
them.
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MEETING MINUTES 
City of Woodstock Meeting 5 

 

Date:  July 20, 2016 
Time:  2:00 PM 
Location: IDOT District 1 Headquarters – 201 West Center Court, Schaumburg, IL 
Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc. 

 
A meeting between the City of Woodstock (City), representatives of the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (Department), and Strand Associates, Inc. (Strand) was held on July 20, 2016. 
The purpose of the meeting was to provide an update on the project and discuss the approach 
for business owner outreach concerning cross access opportunities in conjunction with the 
proposed improvements along IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  Attendees included Garrett 
Anderson (City), Roscoe Stelford (City), Joe Napolitano (City), Krista Coltrin (City), Mike Cullian 
(Department), Steve Schilke (Department), John Baldauf (Department), Kyle Bochte 
(Department), and Erskine Klyce (Department). Conference call attendees included Darcie 
Gabrisko (Strand) and Bill Plant (Strand). 
 
A project update was given. The project study team met with the City on April 8, 2016 to 
discuss the public involvement and cross access development process. The project study team 
is promoting cross access throughout the corridor because it relieves congestion on IL 47 as 
well as improves access to businesses along the corridor. The project study team wanted to 
meet with the City again due to updates in the cross access development process based on 
lessons learned on other projects.  
 
The cross access development process is managed by the Department’s Bureau of Land 
Acquisition. The previous process consisted of the project study team informing property 
owners of the project and explaining the possibility of cross access between neighboring 
properties. The Department proposed to work with property owners to implement cross access 
if cross access agreements have been signed by the adjoining property owners.  It was also the 
responsibility of the property owners to donate the temporary easement necessary for the 
cross access to be constructed.  
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The associated costs of developing the cross access agreement and donating the temporary 
easement did not appear worthwhile for many property owners. Few cross access agreements 
were being developed and constructed as part of the corridor construction. 
 
As part of the revised process, the Department desires the City take a bigger role in cross access 
development. As discussed at the April 8, 2016 meeting with the City, the project study team 
intends to host 10 small meetings with businesses located along the corridor to discuss the 
reasoning behind the proposed barrier median, any remaining barrier median concerns, and 
access to individual properties. The meeting groups were determined by location along the 
corridor, property characteristics, impacts associated with the proposed design, and previous 
project involvement of the business. Each meeting time slot will be 2-3 hours. The meetings will 
be held near the project corridor. The City requested meetings be held in the morning before 
more businesses open in an attempt to maximize the number of business owners able to 
attend. The project study team is targeting to hold these meetings in early fall 2016. The 
Department requested City representatives attend each meeting. It would also be acceptable if 
a Chamber representative wanted to attend. 
 
The invitation process for the 10 business owner meetings was discussed. The Department has 
property owner, tenant name, and address list for all desired attendees for the meetings. Prior 
to the meetings, a City representative will visit with each business to explain the need for the 
meeting, invite them to attend, and obtain additional contact information. Following the City 
visiting with businesses, the Department will invite the contact person provided by the City to a 
meeting via letter, email, or phone. If there is little response to the invitations, the Department 
may enlist additional City support in an attempt to promote meeting attendance. In order for 
the business meetings to occur in early fall 2016, the City must begin their visits as soon as 
possible. 
 
The following is a list of questions and concerns related to the cross access development 
process voiced by the City: 
 

 The City asked what the next step would be if a property owner is not interested in 
developing cross access. Nothing can be done if the property owner is not interested in 
cross access. If the property is ever redeveloped, the City will have the opportunity to 
step in and request cross access be provided at that time. 

 The City recommended meeting individually with business owners who have voiced 
concerns throughout the project. The project study team has already met with the 
owner of 3 Brothers Restaurant at 1220 Eastwood Drive in a one-on-one format.  

 It would be beneficial if the Woodstock Chamber of Commerce is involved in the process 
as much as possible. 

 The City may develop a special signage ordinance for businesses along the corridor 
during construction.  

 The City asked about the timeline for the project. The project study team is currently 
working to complete the project’s environmental document, the Environmental 
Assessment (EA). The project study team is targeting to receive EA approval in 2016. 
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Following the EA approval, the project study team will host the Public Hearing and 
complete the planning phase of the project. After completion of the planning phase, 
plan preparation and land acquisition will begin. The optimistic schedule allows for 
construction to occur in 2019-2020. 

 The City wants to ensure the 10 business meetings are structured to maintain control of 
the meeting and be beneficial to all attendees. A conference call prior to the first 
meeting will be scheduled to finalize the meeting plans.  

 The City’s contact for the project is John Baldauf (Department). 
 
The following is a list of questions, concerns, or information related to specific properties along 
the corridor was voiced by the City. 
 

 At the meeting held on April 8, 2016, the City requested the median break currently 
proposed at Sta. 157+00 be relocated to Sta. 160+50. The project study team 
investigated this geometrics change and found relocating the median is possible. The 
City asked if a signalized intersection or dual left turn lanes could be constructed at Sta. 
160+50. A signalized intersection and dual left turn lanes are not feasible at the location 
due to site constraints, traffic warrants, and traffic signal spacing restrictions on a 
Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) route. 

 The convenience store and car wash will be unaffected by the project. The gas pumping 
facilities on the East side of IL Route 47 at station 160+50 will be significantly affected 
and likely acquired. This facilitates the implementation of cross access and benefits 
several businesses on the East side of IL 47 in this area. 

 The City believes the property owner of 1330 Eastwood Drive purchased the property 
located at 1300 Eastwood Drive. A median break is proposed for the 1300 Eastwood 
Drive property. Cross access can be developed between the two properties, giving 1330 
Eastwood Drive full access.  

 The property owner of 900 Eastwood Drive is currently evaluating truck access to their 
property. The property owner is investigating the possibility of providing access around 
their property using the area behind their building. The project study team will likely not 
get involved in the engineering design of complex cross access for businesses in the back 
of their properties.  

 The property owner of 1460 Eastwood Drive has been supportive of the project. 

 People have expressed interest in developing the property at the northwest corner of IL 
47 and Lake Avenue. This property is proposed to become a detention basin for the 
project. The possibility of relocating the detention basin can still be evaluated at this 
time. A permit from the Department is necessary when proposing to develop land 
adjacent Department right-of-way. 

 
No attendees had any further questions. The City thanked the project team for meeting with 
them. 
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Illinois Route 47
Phase I Study

MEETING MINUTES
City of Woodstock Meeting

Date: October 4, 2017
Time: 9:00 AM
Location: Stage Left Café - 121 Van Buren Street, Woodstock, IL
Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc.

A meeting between the City of Woodstock (City), representatives of the Illinois Department of
Transportation (Department), Strand Associates, Inc. (Strand), and Christopher B. Burke
Engineering Limited (CBBEL) was held on October 4, 2017. The purpose of the meeting was to
provide an update on the project preferred alternative and schedule, the roundabout
alternatives at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road, the proposed drainage plan, City cost sharing,
and potential landscaping opportunities.  Attendees included Mayor Brian Sager (City), Garrett
Anderson (City), Roscoe Stelford (City), Joe Napolitano (City), Krista Coltrin (City), Dan McElmeel
(City), Jeff Van Landuyt (City), Steve Schilke (Department), Corey Smith (Department), Kyle
Bochte (Department), Darcie Gabrisko (Strand), Bill Plant (Strand), Jonathan O’Connell (CBBEL),
and Dave Kleinwachter (CBBEL).

Study Update, Design Changes, and Preferred Alternative

A project update was given. The project study team made modifications based on feedback
received at the small group business owner meetings held between December 2016 and
February 2017. Modifications are listed below.

· A proposed median break was added at Sta. 109+00 (currently Stassen Insurance strip
mall and Brown’s CPA).

· The  detention  basin  previously  proposed  at  the  northwest  corner  of  IL  47  and  Lake
Avenue was removed and a detention basin is now proposed at the southeast corner of
IL 47 and McConnell Road. This relocated basin contains all the required volume as the
previously proposed basin at the northwest corner of IL 47 and Lake Avenue. The
proposed storm sewer will be routed through the detention basin and will continue
further north along IL 47 towards the ultimate outlet. Mambo Car Wash, currently
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located  at  the  southeast  corner  of  IL  47  and  McConnell  Road  is  proposed  to  be
relocated as a part of the project in order to construct the shared-use path tunnel
located east of the existing railroad bridge. The new proposed detention basin also
requires permanent property acquisition from the McHenry County Farm Bureau
building located east of Mambo Car Wash. The McHenry County Farm Bureau
representative has said the proposed impacts will not be detrimental to the Farm
Bureau.

· The project study team and City agreed that a median break would be proposed at Sta.
160+00 (north of the existing Taco Bell) rather than at Sta. 157+25 (south of the existing
Taco Bell).

· A  proposed  median  break  was  added  at  Sta.  178+25  (currently  Ace  Hardware  and  a
strip mall).

· A third driveway entrance was added for the property located at Sta. 190+00 (currently
Bott’s Welding). The proposed outside curb and gutter was also modified to be
mountable curb to allow trucks to back into the existing property loading docks.

· The project study team presented the impacts to the new Hearthstone Communities
building located at the southeast corner of IL 47 and Christian Way. A figure of the site
was provided. The preferred alternative consists of an eight-foot wide shared-use path
on  the  east  side  of  IL  47  at  this  location.  A  two-foot  wide  retaining  wall  with  a
pedestrian railing on top will be located two feet behind the shared-use path. This two
foot gap between the shared-use path and retaining wall will allow the City to
incorporate aesthetic enhancements such as bushes. The existing patio of the
Hearthstone building extends from the building to one foot from the proposed
retaining wall. At its closest point, the retaining wall will be eight feet from the face of
the Hearthstone building. The City is supportive of the preferred alternative at this
location because the property owner was aware of the future roadway improvements
when this building was designed.

Lake Avenue and McConnell Road Roundabouts

The project study team evaluated several alternatives for the Lake Avenue roundabout in an
attempt to avoid any property relocations at the intersection. Evaluations included shifting the
intersection, revising the number of entry lanes, and revising curve geometry. Ultimately, only
two alternatives remain at the Lake Avenue roundabout intersection.  All other alternatives
were eliminated due to critical flaws. Exhibits were displayed showing the two remaining
alternatives.

The first alternative (Alternative 1) is continuing with the previously proposed preferred
alternative, which requires the full property relocation of 3 Brothers Restaurant located at the
southwest corner of the intersection. The second alternative (Alternative 2) consists of a
revised geometry that requires relocating the awning at the current restaurant entrance on the
east side of the building. The proposed sidewalk will be two feet from the building.
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Moving the front entrance of a restaurant along a state route to prevent property relocation
was completed as a part of the LaGrange Road (US 45) reconstruction project in Orland Park, IL.
Before and after figures were displayed of the aerial and street view of Petey’s Restaurant
located at the southwest corner of the intersection of US 45 and 159th Street (US 6). If the City
is supportive of Alternative 2, the project study team would present the alternative to the 3
Brothers Restaurant property owner and it would ultimately be the property owner’s decision
whether they choose to have these building modifications completed and remain at their
current location or be relocated as a part of this project.

The City asked why alternatives that impact the gas station located at the northeast corner of
the intersection were not considered. The project study team did investigate several
alternatives impacting the gas station. However, due to the skew of the intersection, the
alternatives  typically  still  required  the  relocation  of  3  Brothers  Restaurant  or  required  the
relocation of the gas station and O’Reilly Auto Parts. Alternative 2 does still require right-of-way
acquisition from the gas station. The project study team attempted to locate the roundabout as
close  to  the  gas  station  as  possible  without  compromising  the  circulation  on  the  gas  station
property, which would require a full property relocation.

The project study team and the City agreed that Alternative 2 would be carried forward as the
preferred alternative. If the land acquisition process ultimately determines the modifications to
the 3 Brothers building are too significant, full relocation of the property will be necessary. If
that occurs, Alternative 1 will be carried forward as the preferred alternative.

The City asked when the right-of-way acquisition and building modifications can begin and if
they can begin applying for advanced acquisition of the property. The Department stated that
land acquisition for the project is not currently funded and therefore relocation and building
modifications cannot begin. The timetable for funding is unknown. Typically, land acquisition
does not begin until the Phase I Environmental Study is complete.

The project study team and City began discussions regarding the vacant property located at the
northwest corner of IL 47 and Lake Avenue. The property is for sale at this time. The preferred
alternative currently consists of providing one entrance along IL 47 for the property. When the
property is ready for development, the property owner must apply for a permit through IDOT –
Bureau of Traffic: Permits Section to allow for a second IL 47 entrance. Typically, a permit will
not be approved for a property until complete development plans are provided, detailing the
parking lot and entrance location. An entrance for the property on the west leg of Lake Avenue
is not proposed because there is no existing entrance along Lake Avenue and it is too close to
the roundabout. Because Lake Avenue is a City route, a permit to add an entrance for the
property along Lake Avenue would be completed through the City. The project study team
recommends  the  entrance  be  located  on  the  far  west  side  of  the  property  to  maximize  the
distance from the potential entrance to the proposed roundabout. The City stated that the
existing property located west of the subject property will be a NAPA Auto Parts. The project
study team recommended cross access be established.
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The west leg of the proposed McConnell Road roundabout was discussed. The current
preferred alternative consists of treating the west leg of McConnell Road as a street with
standard roundabout curved geometry. This geometry requires the proposed back of curb be
located six feet from the existing Yamaha building, located at the southwest corner of the
intersection, and requires the removal of approximately eight parking stalls. The property
currently  has  approximately  23  parking  stalls  total.  Because  the  west  leg  of  the  intersection
currently only serves four properties, the project study team investigated converting the west
leg of the intersection from a roundabout leg to an entrance. Converting the leg to an entrance
changes the distance from the proposed back of curb to the Yamaha building to approximately
24  feet.  The  entrance  alternative  also  requires  only  two  parking  stalls  be  removed.  It  was
agreed the entrance alternative would be carried forward as part of the preferred alternative.

Additional Preferred Alternative Discussion

The following is a list of additional elements of the preferred alternative that were discussed.
Roll plots were displayed showing the corridor and preferred alternative.

· At its closest point, the proposed sidewalk located on the west side of IL 47 is 17 feet
from the residential houses near St. John’s Road. This is approximately 15 feet closer
than the existing sidewalk. The driveway for the residential house located at 1611 North
Seminary Avenue will be located within the proposed signalized intersection. A traffic
signal will be provided for this driveway to determine when vehicles exiting the
driveway are allowed to enter the intersection. The project study team will provide
additional information on the controls for the driveway.

· The previous preferred alternative from Ware Road to Charles Road consisted of a
suburban cross section with a raised barrier curb median, barrier curb on the outside
edge of pavement, and storm sewer. Due to the 50 mph posted speed limit in this
section, the project study team has revised the preferred alternative to consist of a rural
cross section including a mountable curb median with paved shoulders on the inside
and outside edge of pavement.

· Property impacts at the northwest corner of IL 47 and IL 120 were discussed. The
proposed sidewalk location along IL 120 will be approximately the same as the existing
sidewalk location at 245 McHenry Avenue (northwest corner of IL 47 and IL 120, directly
south of North Street). The preferred alternative includes shifting the intersection of IL
47 and IL 120 east to minimize impacts to the residential properties on the west side of
IL 47. The proposed IL 47 sidewalk will be located further from the house than the
existing sidewalk for the residential property located at 605 Seminary Avenue
(northwest  corner  of  IL  47  and  IL  120,  directly  north  of  North  Street).  North  of  605
Seminary Avenue on the west side of IL 47, the proposed sidewalk will be closer to the
house than the existing sidewalk by as much as 12 feet.

· The residential driveway entrance at 504 N Madison Street was discussed. It was agreed
the existing entrance would be relocated to connect to IL 120.

· The  Department  must  send  a  letter  to  the  City  asking  for  support  of  the  project  and
impacts to Bates Park. The proposed impacts to Bates Park consist of replacing the
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existing sidewalk with a shared-use path at the same location and regrading the
parkway between the proposed curb and proposed shared-use path. The City is
supportive of this improvement.

Proposed Drainage Plan

The project study team presented the current proposed drainage plan (PDP) for the project. All
stormwater  south  of  US  14  along  IL  47  currently  runs  south  to  the  Kishwaukee  River.  All
stormwater north of US 14 along IL 47 runs north to Silver Creek. The existing drainage system
consists of multiple storm sewer pipes running parallel at some locations. In general, the PDP
consists of consolidating these pipes and proposing a single storm sewer trunk line, typically
beneath the curb and gutter on the east side of the road.

 Locations  of  proposed  detention  basins  and  outlets  were  discussed.  There  is  an  existing
drainage  ditch  located  between  401  S  Eastwood  Drive  (currently  Gas  Cap  Fuels)  and  385  S
Eastwood Drive (currently Eastwood Service Center). The PDP must accept drainage from the
ditch if it drains towards IL 47. If it drains away from IL 47, there will not be an outlet from the
IL 47 storm sewer system into the ditch. Any proposed design must accommodate potential
future cross access.

From  Ware  Road  to  Charles  Road,  drainage  ditches  are  now  proposed  for  a  majority  of  the
corridor. Storm sewer is proposed near environmentally sensitive areas to reduce impacts. The
proposed widening impacts the existing berm controlling the water elevation in the pond at the
southeast corner of the Cooney Drive intersection. The preferred alternative includes a
proposed retaining wall at the back of the shared-use path on the east side of IL 47 and a weir
wall east of the retaining wall that will replace the existing berm. The weir wall will have the
same overtopping elevation as the existing berm in order to maintain the same pond elevation
as existing. The widening will require regrading to portions of the existing pond. The
Department will be responsible for maintaining the retaining and weir walls.

Cost Sharing

Local municipalities are responsible for some of the costs of certain elements of a Department
roadway improvement project. As part of Phase I environmental studies completed by the
Department, the Department provides the local municipality the anticipated local costs
associated with the project via a Letter of Intent (LOI). It is up to the municipality to state their
intent to accept or decline these elements of the project and the associated costs during Phase
I via the LOI. If the elements are declined by the municipality during Phase I, it is more difficult
to include them in later phases of the project due to the funding. Stating the intent to accept
the costs in the LOI is not legally binding, but rather just a statement of municipality’s intent. If
the municipality determines they no longer want an element as construction approaches, the
element can be removed from the project. The Department gave an overview of the project
elements the City will be partially responsible for financially. The City cost responsibility will be
detailed in the LOI, which will be sent in the coming months, prior to the Public Hearing.
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1. The Department pays 100 percent of the removal and replacement of existing sidewalk.
The Department also pays 100 percent of the shared-use path cost at locations where
sidewalk  currently  exists.  If  there  is  no  existing  sidewalk  at  a  location  with  proposed
pedestrian accommodations, the City is responsible for 20 percent of the
sidewalk/shared-use path cost at that location. The new tunnel proposed carrying the
shared-use path underneath the Union Pacific Railroad will be paid for by the
Department. The City will become responsible for maintenance of all the sidewalk,
shared-use path, and the tunnel. If the City declines their associated costs with the
sidewalk and shared-use path, the Department will purchase the right-of-way for the
pedestrian  accommodations  and  construct  a  shelf  that  allows  the  accommodations  to
be added at a later date. When pedestrian accommodations are added later, the City is
responsible for 100 percent of the associated costs. The Department would be
responsible for maintenance of the shelf.

2. The City is responsible for 100 percent of Emergency Vehicle Preemption (EVP) costs.
The  City  is  unsure  whether  that  cost  will  fall  upon  the  City  itself  or  the  Woodstock
Fire/Rescue District.. The City is also responsible for maintenance of the EVP system.

3. The City is responsible for 20 percent of the costs associated with signalized intersection
equipment for legs of an intersection under the City’s jurisdiction. The City has
jurisdiction over Country Club Road, St. John’s Road, and Russel Court, all of which are
proposed signalized intersections.

4. The City is responsible for 100 percent of the roadway lighting costs for the project if the
City desires to include lighting as a part of the project. The Department is required to
include lighting at the roundabout intersections. The City stated that if corridor lighting
were included, they would only desire the lighting to extend from US 14 to Ware Road.
The City requested the Department pay for the roundabout lighting costs because it is
their requirement.

5. The City owns existing fiber along IL 47 within Department right-of-way that could be in
conflict with the preferred alternative. It is unknown who is responsible for the cost to
relocate the fiber. The Department has eight strands within the City fiber. The City will
provide the permit for the fiber to the Department for further investigation. If it is
determined the fiber relocation is the City’s responsibility, the Department will not
provide a detailed cost breakdown for the fiber relocation in the LOI. Rather, they will
only state that fiber is in conflict and will require relocation.

6. It  was  assumed  the  existing  sanitary  sewer  along  IL  47  is  deep  enough  that  there  are
minimal conflicts with the preferred alternative. If it is determined sanitary sewer does
require relocation as part of this project, the Department will not provide a detailed cost
breakdown for the relocation in the LOI. Rather, they will only state that sanitary sewer
is in conflict and will require relocation.

7. The City’s existing water main is in conflict with the preferred alternative. The City is
responsible for 100 percent of the costs associated with water main in conflict. For cost
estimating purposes, it was assumed 70 percent of all water main within the project
limits  is  in  conflict  with  the  preferred  alternative.  It  was  also  assumed  that  all  water
main will be replaced in a similar design to the existing water main. This includes
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proposing water main on both sides of  the road where water main currently  exists  on
both sides of the road. Based on these assumptions, it was determined approximately
21,000 feet of water main is in conflict with the preferred alternative. The Department
will not provide a detailed cost breakdown for the relocation in the LOI. Rather, they will
only state that water main is in conflict and will require relocation.

The  City  asked  what  funding  opportunities  are  available  to  help  with  the  City’s  costs  for  the
project. The Department will follow up with the City regarding potential funding opportunities.
Many funding sources include a maximum time limit to spend the funded money. At this time,
the City intends to include all the above mentioned elements of the preferred alternative,
which will be documented in the LOI.

Landscaping/Aesthetics

The City is responsible for any landscaping and aesthetic enhancements they wish to include as
a part of the project. The Department is responsible to replace any existing trees removed at a
1:1 ratio. The current preferred alternative impacts approximately 1,200 trees. The Department
will work with the City to determine where the City desires these 1,200 new trees to be located.
The City requested some of the trees be added to the US 14 corridor, similar to what was done
in  Crystal  Lake.  This  can  be  discussed  further  with  the  Department  at  a  later  date.  The
Department is proposing grass median at all locations where the raised median width is greater
than six feet. The Department is also responsible for mowing the grass in the median once a
year. If the City elects to provide any aesthetic enhancements or plantings in the median, the
City becomes responsible for the maintenance of the median. The City is also welcome to add
landscaping/aesthetic enhancements to the corridor later on after construction via a permit
with the Department.

Next Steps

The project study team is holding the seventh and final Corridor Advisory Group (CAG) meeting
on Thursday, October 19, 2017 at Bull Valley Country Club at 1pm. The project study team will
present the preferred alternative and environmental impacts at the meeting.

The  project  study  team  is  targeting  to  host  a  Public  Hearing  in  winter  2017/2018.  The  City  is
welcome to update their residents and business owners regarding the anticipated Public
Hearing date. After the Phase I environmental study is complete, Phase II design can begin and
is funded. However, because land acquisition and construction are not currently funded and the
state funding was significantly reduced, it is unknown when construction could actually begin.

The City would like to meet with 3 Brothers Restaurant to discuss the new preferred alternative
at the Lake Avenue roundabout. Post meeting note: The project study team including city
officials met with the owners of 3 Brothers Restaurant on October 19, 2017.
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The City would also like to provide updated exhibits on the project website and email the
businesses within the corridor that the updated exhibits are available. The project study team
will revise the preferred alternative exhibits based on the decisions made at this meeting and
update the project website as the CAG meeting approaches.

There were no further questions regarding the project. The Mayor thanked the project study
team for meeting with them, accommodating the changes requested by the City and discussing
the anticipated City costs.
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Plant, Bill

From: Plant, Bill
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2017 10:02 AM
To: Garrett Anderson (ganderson@woodstockil.gov)
Subject: IL 47 Google Earth Files
Attachments: IL-47-design-shapes.kmz; IL47-Notes.kmz; IL47-row.kmz; IL47-design.kmz

Hi Garrett,

I know you had requested the IL 47 Google Earth files. They are attached. Please remember that these files are still
preliminary and subject to change as the project continues. Let us know if you need anything else. Thanks!

Bill Plant
Strand Associates, Inc.®

815.744.4200 ext. 3145
bill.plant@strand.com | www.strand.com

Excellence in Engineering Since 1946.
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
McHenry County One-on-One Meeting 

 

Date:  December 7, 2009 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Location: McHenry County Offices – 2200 N. Seminary Ave., Woodstock, IL 

Prepared By: Images, Inc. 

 

A meeting between McHenry County officials and representatives of IDOT, Strand Associates 

and Images was held on December 7, 2009 at 1:00 PM to kick-off the start of the IL Route 47 

Phase I Study.  Attendees included Ken Koehler, McHenry County Board Chairman, Wally 

Dittrich, McHenry County Division of Transportation, Ojas Patel, IDOT, Darcie Gabrisko and 

Adam Moline, Strand Associates, and Carrie Hansen, Images. 

 

An overview of the Phase I study background and process was presented, highlighting the 

formation and upcoming schedule for the Citizen Advisory Group (CAG), the first Public Meeting 

expected in February, 2010, the anticipated three-year timeframe for the study, and ongoing 

data collection efforts.  An explanation of the Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) process was 

provided, identifying the various public outreach methods that will be utilized to ensure local 

participation in the project including the Stakeholder Involvement Plan (SIP), website and 

newsletters.  The study team indicated that Chairman Koehler would be receiving a formal 

request for suggested appointees to the CAG.  His preliminary suggestions included a 

representative from the McHenry County Division of Transportation, County Board member 

Tina Hill, the Woodstock Fire/Rescue District Chief, officials from Dorr and Greenwood 

Townships and Pam Cumpata of the McHenry County Economic Development Corporation. 

 

Chairman Koehler noted that the biggest challenge for the project is the railroad bridge near 

Lake Avenue, and that now is the time to work on federal funding.  Metra is moving its staging 

yards north of Woodstock in the near future, and the timing of those improvements could 

coincide with work on the bridge.  The study team added that Phase I readiness is key to 

proceeding with a push for Phase II and III funding. 

 

The County has purchased 30 additional acres north of its current complex on Route 47.  A 

Strategic Plan has been completed, and recommends locating public safety, public health and 
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possibly juvenile detention uses on the expanded property. This would allow for the 

expansion/conversion of the existing courts building.  It’s possible the public safety building 

could be constructed as early as three years from now.  The MCDOT fleet location would 

remain off-site of the main County complex.  The County’s expansion plans will impact future 

traffic volumes in the corridor, and will need to be considered in the Phase I process. 

 

Additional comments/questions regarding the study included: 

 

• The County questioned if the Lamb’s Road by-pass would be considered as an 

alternative.  The study team responded that nothing has been ruled out, but no 

alternatives have been developed at this early stage of the study.  The team is aware 

that other studies have been conducted regarding Route 47; this is a completely 

separate study, but will consider the data from prior studies. 

• The County urged the consideration of staging any potential improvements to help “get 

by” during the construction period. 

• The possible use of roundabouts was discussed, and will be evaluated during the Phase I 

process. 

 

The County’s primary contact for the project will be the Wally Dittrich of the Division of 

Transportation, who was given the Community Context Audit for completion.  He will forward 

any project materials to the County’s Transportation Committee for input.  The County will 

allow a link to the IL Route 47 website from its website. 

 

The study team thanked the County for its time and input, and indicated that they would soon 

be receiving materials for the first CAG meeting anticipated for mid-January, and first Public 

Meeting, expected to be scheduled the first week of February.  

 

CLH: 



 

DWG:lw\S:\JOL\6300--6399\6346\014\Wrd\Public Involvement\McHenry County\Ken Koehler.CAGRecom.12.10.09.docx 

December 15, 2009 

 

 

Mr. Ken Koehler, County Board Chairman 

McHenry County 

2200 North Seminary Avenue 

Woodstock, IL  60098 

 

Dear Chairman Koehler, 

 

Thank you for meeting with us on Monday, December 7th, 2009 regarding the Phase I study of 

Illinois Route 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  We look forward to collaborating with McHenry 

County throughout the course of the project.  As a follow-up to our meeting, we are writing to 

solicit your recommendations for individuals to be considered for inclusion in the Citizen’s 

Advisory Group (CAG).   

 

As you know, the CAG is an interactive group made up of selected officials and technical 

experts who represent stakeholders that are directly affected by the project.  The CAG should be 

comprised of individuals from a wide variety of backgrounds to ensure all possible views and 

opinions of the corridor are adequately represented.  The goal for participation is anywhere from 

20-25 members, comprised of stakeholders including but not limited to City, County, 

institutional, business and residential representatives. 

 

Please recommend specific names of individuals who you feel will be best suited to represent the 

County and the stakeholders who are affected by this project.  The specific groups that may have 

particular expertise or knowledge of the corridor are as follows: 

 McHenry County Board 

 McHenry County Division of Transportation 

 McHenry County Economic Development Corporation 

 Township Representatives 

 Public Safety Representatives 

Please recommend one or two individuals from each group, and any other members you feel 

would be important from County administration, residential or business interests. 

 

Thank you for your time meeting with us and your recommendations.  Your response by 

December 28, 2009 will be greatly appreciated.  We will consider these individuals for inclusion 

in the CAG, and look forward to their contribution to the project.  Please do not hesitate to 

contact us if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

STRAND ASSOCIATES, INC.
®
 

 
Darcie W. Gabrisko, P.E. 

Vice President 
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Plant, Bill

From: Plant, Bill
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2017 9:58 AM
To: BAREDDING@CO.MCHENRY.il.us
Subject: IL 47 - US 14 to Charles Road Google Earth Files
Attachments: IL47-design.kmz; IL-47-design-shapes.kmz

Hi Benjamin,

Thank you for attending the IL 47-US 14 to Charles Road CAG Meeting 7 on Thursday, October 19. As requested,
attached are the google earth files for the current preferred alternative. Please remember that these files are still
preliminary and subject to change. If you have any other questions, don’t hesitate to ask. Thanks again.

Bill Plant
Strand Associates, Inc.®

815.744.4200 ext. 3145
bill.plant@strand.com | www.strand.com

Excellence in Engineering Since 1946.



APPENDIX A-7 
 

AGENCY COORDINATION 
 

PACE BUS COORDINATION 







IL 47 – Pace Suburban Bus Page 1 

 

Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Pace Suburban Bus 

 

Date:  February 20, 2015 

Time:  9:00 AM 

Location: Pace Suburban Bus  – 

  550 W. Algonquin Road, Arlington Heights, IL  60005 

Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc. 

 

A meeting between Pace Suburban Bus (Pace) officials, representatives of Illinois Department 

of Transportation (Department), and Strand Associates (Strand) was held on February 20, 2015 

at 9:00 AM to discuss the IL Route 47 Phase I Study and provide a progress update.  Attendees 

included Mary Donner (Pace), Rick Willman (Pace), Dan Dembinski (Pace), Darcie Gabrisko 

(Strand), Bill Plant (Strand), Steve Schilke (Department/Bureau of Programming), John Baldauf 

(Department/Bureau of Programming), Kyle Bochte (Department/Bureau of Programming), and 

Corey Smith (Department/Bureau of Programming). 

 

Introductions were made and a project update was given. The project consists of a Phase I 

study of IL Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in Woodstock, Illinois. A Phase I study of 

IL Route 47 from Reed Road to US Route 14 is also in progress. The Public Hearing for IL Route 

47 from Reed Road to US Route 14 is scheduled for March 12, 2015.   

 

The IL Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road project began in 2009. Bypasses were 

investigated for the project but were later eliminated because they did not remove enough 

traffic from IL Route 47 and IL Route 47 would still require widening. Two on-alignment 

alternatives remain for the project. Both alternatives consist of two lanes in each direction 

separated by a barrier median, a 5 foot sidewalk on the west side of IL Route 47, and a 10 foot 

shared-use path on the east side of IL Route 47.  

 

Alternative 2 consists of dual lane roundabouts at the intersections of IL Route 47 with Lake 

Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd Street/Irving Avenue, Ware Road, and Charles Road. Alternative 

1 consists of traditional signalized or stop controlled intersections at these intersections. A 

roundabout at the intersection of IL Route 120 was also investigated but later eliminated 

because of the right-of-way requirements and low traffic capacity. All five remaining 
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roundabouts are able to act independently of one another except for the intersections of Lake 

Avenue and McConnell Road. Due to their close proximity, both intersections must be either 

roundabouts or signals. Roundabouts at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road would enable the 

existing railroad structure between the intersections to remain. A pedestrian tunnel is proposed 

east of IL Route 47 to cross the Union Pacific Railroad with the roundabout alternative. Traffic 

signals at the intersections would require a new structure with a temporary track, costing 

approximately $30 million. Roundabouts are typically safer than traditional intersections 

because they reduce the likelihood of dangerous angle crashes. Roundabouts also yielded a 

better level of service and less delay at all five intersections compared to its alternative for the 

design year of 2040. Roundabouts provide a safer location for vehicles to U-turn to access 

properties on the opposite side of IL Route 47 without a median break.  

 

Both alternatives were presented at Public Meeting 3 on July 9, 2014 and a City of Woodstock 

Chamber of Commerce meeting on October 23, 2014. Based on the positive feedback of the 

roundabout alternative at these meetings and the other benefits of the roundabouts discussed, 

all five roundabouts are anticipated to be carried forward as the preferred alternative.  

 

Discussion began regarding the fixed bus routes Pace has within the project limits. Bus Route 

807 runs eastbound on IL Route 120, turns left onto northbound IL Route 47, and then turns 

right onto eastbound Russel Court. Bus Route 808 runs westbound on Lake Avenue, crossing IL 

Route 47. Twice per day, it also runs eastbound on IL Route 120, crossing IL Route 47. 

Comments and suggestions regarding the bus routes included: 

 

• The project study team asked if Pace is concerned about any individual stops along IL 

Route 47 in particular. Pace is not concerned about any stops in particular. The majority 

of traffic for Bus Route 807 comes from the Woodstock Metra Station and from 

McHenry County Courthouse. 

• A new bus stop shelter was built for Route 807 at Greenwood Circle. Pace stated the 

shelter seems to be necessary as the McHenry County Housing Authority is located 

there. 

• Pace asked if their buses will be able to navigate the roundabouts as well as the 

intersections of IL Route 120 and Russel Court. The project study team confirmed that 

the roundabouts, IL Route 120 intersection, and Russel Court intersection were 

designed for vehicles larger than the Pace buses. Autoturn diagrams were displayed 

showing the design vehicle navigating the intersections. Pace indicated they do not have 

problems navigating the roundabout currently in operation in Johnsburg, IL. 

• Pace stated that several bus stops are located along IL Route 47. Pace asked if there is 

an opportunity to construct a concrete pad connecting the sidewalk or bike path to the 

roadway at these locations. The project study team recommended Pace review the 

proposed plans and submit any comments or concerns they may have via letter to the 

Department. The Department will evaluate and consider any comments that are 

submitted. The project study team emailed a copy of the current Plan and Profiles to 

Pace prior to this meeting. Pace will mark which existing stops have concrete pads and 

where they would like proposed pads on the Plan and Profiles. 
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• Pace asked how far the improvements will continue along Ware Road east of IL Route 

47. Pace Route 807 turns onto Ware Road 400 feet east of IL Route 47. At this time, 

improvements stop before the County access drive on Ware Road. 

 

Plan and Profile drawings were displayed and details regarding the project were further 

discussed. Pace comments and suggestions included: 

  

• The project study team asked if any future bus routes are proposed for the project area. 

Pace stated no future routes are proposed within the project area. A future route is 

proposed from Elgin to Crystal Lake but will not cross the project area.  Pace also stated 

it is possible a park and ride lot will be proposed in the future at the I-90 and IL Route 47 

interchange. This would not be constructed for at least five years.  

• Pace asked what the timeline is for the IL Route 47 project. Right now, the project is in 

Phase I and a Public Hearing is targeted for summer/fall of 2015. Phase II (Contract Plan 

Preparation) is funded, and will begin after completion of Phase I. 

• Pace asked what the estimated cost of construction will be. At this time, the estimates 

of cost for the roundabout and signalized alternatives are $60 million and $90 million, 

respectively. 

• At this time, it is expected staged construction will be used.  

• Right-of-way will be required from parcels along the corridor due to the widening. Right-

of-way to be acquired is primarily only strips in the front of the properties. 

• Proposed median break locations north of IL Route 120 were discussed. These median 

breaks were selected based upon turn lane storage criteria and recommendations from 

School District 200, City of Woodstock Police Department, and City of Woodstock Fire 

District. The median breaks are designed to accommodate U-turn movements for 

passenger vehicles.  

• Pace explained how the intersection of IL Route 47 and Ware Road can be dangerous 

because of the vertical profile. The project study team indicated the proposed 

improvement will address this concern.  

• Pace is supportive of the sidewalk connectivity. The connectivity will provide 

pedestrians with safer access to the bus stops.  

• Pace asked what the IDOT policy is on midblock crosswalks. IDOT indicated it is 

preferred to have crosswalks at signalized intersections. The Department will evaluate 

potential midblock crosswalk locations that have adequate justification.  

 

Pace had no further questions regarding the project. The project study team thanked Pace for 

meeting. 

 





  Thomas J. Ross 

  Executive Director 

550 West Algonquin Road, Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005   847.364.8130     www.PaceBus.com 

 
 
 

March 13, 2015 

March 17, 2015 (revised) 

 

 
Mr. John Fortmann, P.E. 

Deputy Director of Highways 

Region One Engineer 

Illinois Department of Transportation 

201 W. Center Ct. 

Schaumburg, IL  60196-1096 

 

Attn:  John Baldauf, P.E. 

Project Manager 

 IDOT Bureau of Programming 

 

RE: IL 47 (US 14 to Charles) 

 Woodstock, McHenry County 

 

Dear Mr. Baldauf:  

 

Thank you for providing Pace with the opportunity to review the plans for the above referenced project.  We 

have reviewed the plans provided to us from Strand Associates via email on February 9, 2015 and we offer 

the following: 

 

1. Near Sta. 212+25 

a. Left Side.  We would like to request a 25’ PCC pad be installed between the new 5’ 

sidewalk and the back of curb to facilitate rider boarding and alighting for both the 

front and back doors of the bus.  ADA compliance requires the pad to be at a 

maximum slope of 2% from the back of curb 

b. Right Side.  We would like to request a 25’ PCC pad be installed between the new 10’ 

path and the back of curb to facilitate rider boarding and alighting for both the front 

and back doors of the bus.  ADA compliance requires the pad to be at a maximum 

slope of 2% from the back of curb.   

2. Near Sta. 224+25 

a. Left Side.  We would like to request a 25’ PCC pad be installed between the new 5’ 

sidewalk and the back of curb to facilitate rider boarding and alighting for both the 

front and back doors of the bus.  ADA compliance requires the pad to be at a 

maximum slope of 2% from the back of curb 

b. Right Side.  Pace has an existing shelter near this location.  We would like to have the 

shelter relocated so it is in front of the McHenry Housing Authority building.  We 

would like to request a 25’ PCC pad be installed between the 10’ Path and the back of 



curb.  We would also like to request a 9’ (perpendicular to the road) by 13.5’ PCC pad 

be installed behind the 10’ Path for the relocated shelter.  ADA compliance requires a 

maximum slope of 2% from the back of curb. 

3. Near Sta 273+25, Left 

a. We would like to request a 25’ x 5’ PCC pad be installed at the back of curb along 

with a 5’ sidewalk to connect the pad to the proposed 5’ sidewalk. 

4. Near Sta. 274+00, Right 

a. We would like to request a 25’ PCC pad be installed between the new 10’ path and 

the back of curb to facilitate rider boarding and alighting for both the front and back 

doors of the bus.  ADA compliance requires the pad to be at a maximum slope of 2% 

from the back of curb.   

 

 

If you should need further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at (847) 228-3584.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Richard Willman, P.E. 

Transportation Engineer 
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Union Pacific One-on-One Meeting 

 

Date:  March 10, 2010 

Time:  10:00 AM 

Location: UP Offices – 500 W. Madison, Chicago, IL 

Prepared By: Images, Inc. 

 

A meeting between Union Pacific Railroad officials and representatives of IDOT, Strand 

Associates and Images was held on March 10, 2010 at 10:00 AM to kick-off the start of the IL 

Route 47 Phase I Study.  Attendees included: 

 

Union Pacific: Thomas Andryuk, Bryon Thiesse, Chris Keckeisen, Chase Nichols 

IDOT:  Ojas Patel, Andy Rabadi 

Strand Associates:  Darcie Gabrisko, Adam Moline 

Images:  Carrie Hansen 

 

A brief overview of the IL Route 47 Phase I study background and process was presented, 

indicating that the study is in the very early stages, and there is no set scope for improvements.  

The study team is in the initial data collection phase, and is seeking input from key 

stakeholders, including UP.   An explanation of the Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) process 

was provided, identifying the various public outreach methods that will be utilized to ensure 

local participation in the project. 

 

The UP bridge overpass is a critical component to any future plans that may be developed to 

improve Route 47.  The study team inquired as to any current or future plans that the UP may 

have that would impact the bridge.  UP representatives responded that the current bridge, built 

in 1936, is in good condition, and is not approaching the 20-year replacement.  When asked, 

the study team explained there are no specific improvement plans identified at this time, but a 

potential alternative could include a 4-5 lane cross-section for IL Route 47.  A by-pass option 

has been discussed, but for now the Phase I study is focusing on the analysis of the mainline. 

 

UP stated that regardless of which future improvement option is selected, continuity of train 

traffic will be essential, and required, with operations being maintained throughout 
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construction.  Train speeds must also be maintained, presently at 70 mph, with some possible 

minor adjustments allowed.  The approach curve for the track cannot be tightened, and any 

design work will have to be completed on the south side of the tracks. 

 

There are presently 6-8 freight trains per day, with an additional 22 Metra passenger trains per 

day.  Metra is looking to increase its service by an additional 12 trains per day.  The right-of-way 

and track are owned by UP; Metra owns its equipment and leases from UP.  It is presently a 

dual track, and there are no plans for expansion for now.  Both tracks will need to remain 

operational at all times. 

 

The study team inquired as to what UP’s requirements would be if the bridge/viaduct were to 

be lengthened. 

 

• There will be shoring requirements, and the team should refer to the UPBN Standard 

Grade Separation Guidelines, which can be found via a link on their website. 

• There exists a single-line pole which will need to be relocated. 

• Existing vertical clearance is 14’2”; IDOT/AASHTO requirement is 14’9”.  However, UP 

indicated that their requirement is 16’6” for a steel bridge and 17’6” for a concrete 

bridge.  If a variance to UP’s requirement is requested, justification must be provided.  

This topic will require further discussion. 

• The current grade elevation of the tracks will have to be maintained.  This would result 

in the lowering of the current roadway elevation in order accommodate the increased 

vertical clearance. 

• No horizontal curves will be allowed. 

• UP will require walkways on the outside, on 2 sides if at all feasible.  Design should 

follow ICC, AREMA standards. 

 

UP asked if IDOT would own the bridge after construction.  IDOT responded that it was unlikely.  

The current railroad right-of-way is 99’-100’; 15’ temporary easements for construction should 

be OK. 

 

The study team has structure plans for the bridge, but will need plans for the approaches as 

well.  Tom Andryuk will be the local UP contact, and all plans should be transmitted through 

him.  UP’s Omaha office will perform all structural reviews. 

 

UP inquired about the anticipated schedule for the project.  The Phase I study will take 

approximately 3 years to complete, and is expected to be finished in 2013.  Only Phase I is 

funded at this time.  If Phases II and III were to be funded, it would likely be another 2 years 

after Phase I before construction would begin.  The construction would be 100% funded by 

IDOT, unless UP was looking for service enhancement, i.e. the addition of track, in which case 

UP would be responsible for the incremental cost difference as a result of the requested 

enhancement. 
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Ojas Patel will be the IDOT contact for UP, and Andy Rabadi, IDOT’s Railroad Coordinator, will 

also be involved with the project.  The study team has sufficient capability to perform the Phase 

I preliminary engineering design for the railroad bridge.  Detailed design work would be 

handled in Phase II.  It was reiterated that the project is in the very early stages, and when more 

is known on the development of alternatives, the team will again meet with UP representatives 

for coordination.  UP commented that they were pleased to be included early on in the 

planning process.  In addition to the approach plans noted earlier in the meeting, UP will 

provide documentation for right-of-way, property limits, utility locations and fiber optic lines. 

  

CLH: 







































 
May 13, 2014 
 
Ms. Clair Anderson 
Manager Field Engineering 
Union Pacific Railroad 
2 North Riverside, Suite 1700 
Chicago, IL 60606 
 
Dear Ms. Anderson: 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) is currently conducting 
preliminary engineering and environmental studies for the proposed 
improvement of IL 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in the  
City of Woodstock, in McHenry County.  We previously met with Union Pacific 
Railroad on March 10, 2010 to introduce this study.  The meeting minutes from 
that meeting are attached for your reference.  The study is currently in the 
alternatives evaluation stage of the process and we are moving towards the 
selection of a preferred alternative.  
 
As we move towards selecting a preferred alternative we would like to obtain 
any comments or concerns regarding the alternatives we are currently 
evaluating that may affect your existing facility.  Any feedback you provide will 
be considered in the selection of the preferred alternative for this project.  The 
Union Pacific Railroad crosses IL 47 at an existing railroad overpass located 
between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road which our evaluation shows is 
currently in good condition.  The following is a summary of the two (2) 
alternatives currently under consideration and their relation to your facility.  
Please note any proposed improvement involving your facility will be designed 
to meet Union Pacific Railroad standards.  
 

Alternative 1:  This alternative proposes the construction of roundabouts along 
IL 47 at the intersection of Lake Avenue and the intersection of McConnell 
Road. The proposed cross section of IL 47 between these two intersections 
consists of two lanes in each direction with no median.  This cross section will 
fit within the existing railroad bridge opening.  In addition, a shared-use path is 
proposed to accommodate bicycle and pedestrian traffic in accordance with 
State Policy.   A culvert under the railroad is proposed to be constructed 
adjacent to the existing overpass to accommodate the shared-use path facility.  
 
The proposed location of the culvert was determined to allow for positive 
drainage.  The proposed culvert will provide a minimum of 10-feet of vertical 
clearance for bicycle and pedestrian traffic while providing more than 5 feet of 
cover below the typical ballast of the tracks.  The ultimate length of the culvert 
can be modified to accommodate additional tracks in the future.  
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The culvert would be installed using a tunneling process anticipated to eliminate 
the need for temporary tracks and avoiding significant disruption to railroad 
operations.  The preliminary plans for this concept are attached for your 
reference.  The details of the design will be more fully developed as the project 
moves forward. 
 
Alternative 2:  This alternative proposes traditional signalized intersections at 
Lake Avenue and McConnell Road instead of roundabouts.  In order to 
accommodate future traffic projections, the intersections will require additional 
through and turning lanes.  In addition, a median is required along IL 47 
between the two intersections which will require the reconstruction of the 
existing railroad bridge.  Subsequently, a shoofly would need to be constructed 
in order to maintain railroad operations while the existing bridge is 
reconstructed.  
 
As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  For more 
information and updates please visit the project website at 
http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com/.   
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact  
John Baldauf, P.E., Project Manager at (847)-705-4103. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
John Fortmann, P.E. 
Deputy Director of Highways 
Region One Engineer 
 
 
 
 
By: 
John A. Baczek, P.E. 
Project and Environmental Studies Section Chief 
 
cc:  Mr. Mike Stead, Illinois Commerce Commission 
 Dan Kneita, Contracts and Energy Management, Metra  
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Illinois Route 47
Phase I Study

MEETING MINUTES
Union Pacific Railroad

Date: January 21, 2015
Time: 1:00 PM
Location: IDOT District 1 – 201 West Center Court, Schaumburg, IL
Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc.

A meeting between the Union Pacific Railroad (Railroad), Strand Associates (Strand), and the
Illinois Department of Transportation (Department) was held on January 21, 2015 at 1:00 PM to
discuss  the  IL  Route  47  Phase  I  Study  and  Railroad  Bridge  alternatives  for  the  project.
Attendees included the new Manager of Construction Projects Claire Anderson (Railroad),
Patrick Jenning (Railroad), Chris Coppock (Railroad), Mike Gilliam (Railroad), Darcie Gabrisko
(Strand), Bill Plant (Strand), Steve Schilke (Department), John Baldauf (Department), Kyle
Bochte (Department), Andy Rabadi (Department), Benjamin Chavez (Department), and Anna
Kutryn (Department).

Introductions  were  made  and  a  project  update  was  given.  The  project  consists  of  a  Phase  I
Study  of  IL  Route  47  from  US  Route  14  to  Charles  Road  in  Woodstock,  Illinois.  The  Railroad
crosses over IL Route 47 between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road. The existing Railroad
Bridge is in good condition and has 52 foot wide opening. The project study team previously
met with the Railroad on March 10, 2010.

The project study team investigated several alternatives to improve the capacity of the corridor
including on-alignment alternatives, bypasses, and one way couplets. Bypasses and couplets
were later eliminated due to the fact that they didn’t remove enough congestion off of the IL
Route 47 roadway. At this point, only two on-alignment alternatives remain. Both on-alignment
alternatives consist of widening existing IL Route 47 to two lanes in each direction separated by
a barrier median.  A 10 foot bike path is proposed on the east side of IL Route 47 throughout
the length of the project and a 5 foot sidewalk is proposed on the west side of IL Route 47 from
US Route 14 to Charles Road.

Roundabout intersections were considered at the intersections of IL Route 47 and Lake Avenue,
McConnell Road, Judd Street/Irving Avenue, IL Route 120, Ware Road, and Charles Road. The
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roundabout intersection at IL Route 120 was later eliminated because it did not function well.
All five remaining roundabout intersection alternatives yielded a better capacity than their
traditional intersection alternative. Each roundabout acts independently except for Lake
Avenue and McConnell Road. Due to their close proximity, in order for the intersections to
operate properly, the two intersections must have the same traffic control. At this time, all five
roundabouts are anticipated to be carried forward as the preferred alternative.

Full size drawings of the roundabout and signalized intersection alternatives at Lake Avenue
and McConnell Road were displayed. Hatched parcels on the drawings represented possible
relocations each alternative would require. The signalized intersection alternative at Lake
Avenue and McConnell Road was discussed first. The signalized intersection alternative requires
approximately 122 feet of horizontal clearance beneath the Railroad Bridge to accommodate
for additional through and turning lanes as well as bicycle and pedestrian accommodations. A
conceptual temporary railroad shoofly was designed to be used during construction of the
lengthened Railroad Bridge. The railroad shoofly would require six potential property
relocations and right-of-way acquisition from additional properties. The additional cost to
construct the railroad shoofly and new Railroad Bridge was estimated at $30 million excluding
the additional right-of-way and relocation costs. The project cost excluding the Railroad Bridge
is currently estimated at $60 million.

The roundabout alternative at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road was also presented. A typical
section of existing IL Route 47 beneath the Railroad was displayed. IL Route 47 has one lane in
each direction separated by a painted median beneath the Railroad. Four foot wide sidewalks
are located at the back of curb on each side of IL Route 47 beneath the Railroad.

The roundabout alternative consists of two 11 foot lanes in each direction not separated by a
median beneath the Railroad Bridge. The existing Railroad Bridge would not require
reconstruction with the roundabout alternative as roundabouts eliminate the need for turn
lanes thus reducing the overall cross section of the roadway. The roundabout alternative would
require two potential property relocations, one each at the intersections of Lake Avenue and
McConnell Road. Per the State’s Complete Streets Law, pedestrian and bicycle accommodations
shall be included in the planning process for the development of transportation facilities. A 14
foot diameter pedestrian tunnel is currently proposed beneath the Railroad east of IL Route 47
for pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations. A 14 foot tunnel was proposed to accommodate
the 10 foot bike path and 2 foot shoulders on each side. The proposed tunnel would be a new
Railroad crossing, but would not be an at-grade crossing. The current design of the tunnel is
preliminary, detailed design will occur in Phase II.

The Railroad was concerned about the 14 foot diameter being too large for the tunnel. The
Railroad preferred to have pedestrian accommodations beneath the current bridge. If a tunnel
is  necessary,  the  Railroad  usually  prefers  a  10  foot  diameter  tunnel.  The  project  study  team
stated pedestrian accommodations beneath the bridge is not desirable.
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The largest tunnel the Railroad has done to date is a 12 foot diameter tunnel in Lombard as a
part of the CREATE program. The tunnel in Lombard had less clearance below the Railroad track
than is proposed for this tunnel. The Railroad required minimum vertical clearance from top of
casing  to  top  of  tie  is  5.5  feet.  Approximately  8  feet  is  proposed  for  the  current  IL  Route  47
tunnel. The project study team displayed an example plan set that includes a 14 foot circular
pedestrian tunnel beneath Randall Road in Kane County.

The project study team asked if the Railroad has a preference whether the tunnel is a circular or
rectangular cross section. The Railroad stated they did not have a preference for design
purposes but typically a circular cross section tunnel is easier to construct.

Comments, issues, and concerns provided by the Railroad regarding the proposed pedestrian
tunnel included the following:

· The Railroad asked if lighting will be included inside the tunnel as part of the project.
The project will likely include pedestrian tunnel lighting but must be discussed with the
City of Woodstock to determine cost sharing percentages.

· The Railroad asked how the tunnel will drain and if it will ever flood. The entire tunnel
will be have positive drainage and should not flood. A detention pond is currently
proposed at the northwest corner of IL Route 47 and Lake Avenue.

· The Railroad pedestrian tunnel will require monitoring during and after construction is
complete.

· Many of the Railroad requirements can be found on their website at UP.com. However,
design must comply with Department standards.

· The Railroad asked if the proposed tunnel could be moved closer to the existing Railroad
Bridge. The proposed tunnel was designed to accommodate drainage, minimize the
length of tunnel necessary, and avoid impacts to the abutments and wing-walls of the
existing bridge. The project study team can investigate moving the tunnel closer to the
existing bridge.

· The  Railroad  asked  who  will  maintain  the  tunnel.  IDOT  or  the  City  of  Woodstock  will
maintain the tunnel. A railroad Construction and Maintenance Agreement will provide
language stating maintenance responsibilities.

· The Railroad stated a concept submittal of the tunnel will be required. No permits will
be required prior to the submittal. After the concept tunnel is approved, the tunnel can
be further designed. The Railroad stated the concept seems reasonable. The Railroad
preferred that both alternatives be submitted for the project. Only electronic copies of
each alternative need be submitted. The project study team asked how long the process
takes to receive approval of the concept tunnel. The Railroad stated that all drawings go
to  Omaha,  Nebraska  for  review  and  will  take  at  least  a  month.  The  Illinois  Commerce
Commission will also be required to approve the final design.

· The Railroad stated they would like elevations including inverts on the proposed
pedestrian tunnel exhibit. The Railroad would also like the distance from abutment to
the tunnel labeled.
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· The Railroad asked what happens if they prefer the signalized intersection alternative
after reviewing the submittal. Additional discussion with the Railroad will be required if
they prefer the signalized intersection alternative. The selected alternative will be
decided by the Department and subject to Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC)
approval.

The Railroad asked how the project is being funded. The project is using federal funds. The
design phase (Phase II) has been funded and consultants have been selected. Construction and
land acquisition are not currently funded.

Andy Rabadi, Department’s Senior Railroad Engineer, will be doing the detailed coordination
with the Railroad in Phase II. Andy should be carbon copied when any exhibits are submitted to
the Railroad. The Department will also initiate discussions regarding construction requirements,
ICC coordination, and maintenance with the Railroad after receiving design approval.
Temporary easements will be required on top of the Railroad tunnel even if the Department is
jacking the tunnel. If right-of-way is required for IL Route 47 mainline under the bridge, it will
be included with the right-of-way acquisition.

The project study team asked what kind of utilities are located on the Railroad property. The
Railroad indicated fiber optics or other utilities are probably located within the embankment of
the Railroad property. This will be verified by the Railroad.

The  project  study  team’s  next  step  for  the  project  is  to  submit  exhibits  to  the  Railroad  for
approval. A Citizen Advisory Group meeting is scheduled for Spring 2015 and the Public Hearing
is scheduled for Summer 2015. The Railroad asked what public involvement has been
completed to date. Three Public Meetings have been held. The most recent Public Meeting was
in July  2014.  The project  study team has also had various meetings with the Citizen Advisory
Group and businesses along the corridor.
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Plant, Bill

From: Gabrisko, Darcie

Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2015 9:45 AM

To: ceanders@up.com; pgjennin@up.com; crcoppoc@up.com; mgilliam@up.com

Cc: Baldauf, John E.; Bochte, Kyle (Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov); Smith, Corey J. 

(Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov); Andy.Rabadi@illinois.gov

Subject: IDOT Phase I Study of IL 47 (US 14 to Charles Road) UP Crossing

Attachments: EXB_2015.2.18_Strand_Bikepath Tunnel_Alternative 2 (RABs).pdf; EXB_2015.2.18

_Strand_Bikepath Tunnel_Elevations.pdf; EXB_2015.2.18_Strand_Bikepath 

Tunnel_Alternative 2 (RABs)_Topo Plot.pdf; EXB_2015.2.18_Strand_Alternative 

1(Signalized Intersections)_Shoofly.pdf; MM_SAI_WRP_FinalUP01212015RRMinutes_

02092015.pdf; MSI_SAI_WRP_UPRRSignIn_01222015.pdf

IL 47 (US 14 to Charles Road) 

Woodstock, IL 

McHenry County 

 

Dear Ms. Anderson, 

 

Thank you for meeting with us on Wednesday, January 21, 2015 concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation’s 

(Department) Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) Preliminary Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study from US 14 to Charles 

Road in the City of Woodstock, McHenry County. 

 

As requested, attached are the concept figures for IL 47 crossing under the Railroad. The figures show the current 

drawings of the two alternatives at the Railroad as well as the associated elevations. Please note these drawings are only 

concept level and will be further developed during Phase II (Contract Plan Preparation). 

 

This project consists of the reconstruction of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The Union Pacific Railroad (Railroad) 

crosses over IL 47 between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road within the project limits.  There are two (2) alternatives 

being carried forward for this project.  The proposed typical section of the alternatives carried forward consists of two 

lanes in each direction with a barrier curb median.  Accommodations for a 10-foot shared use path are proposed on the 

east side of IL 47 and a 5-foot sidewalk on the west side.  The two alternatives to be carried forward vary mainly on the 

type of traffic control at the following five intersections: Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd Street/Irving Avenue, Ware 

Road, and Charles Road.  Alternative 1 proposes traffic signals at these intersections while Alternative 2 proposes 

roundabouts be constructed.  At this time, Alternative 2 is being carried forward as the preferred alternative. 

 

Due to their close proximity, Lake Avenue and McConnell Road intersections must have the same traffic control to 

operate effectively.  Alternative 1 requires approximately 122 feet of horizontal clearance beneath the Railroad Bridge 

to accommodate for additional through and turning lanes as well as bicycle and pedestrian accommodations. A 

conceptual temporary railroad shoofly was designed to be used during construction of the lengthened Railroad Bridge. 

Construction of the railroad shoofly would require six potential property relocations and right-of-way acquisition from 

additional properties. The additional cost to construct the railroad shoofly and new Railroad Bridge was estimated at 

$30 million excluding the additional right-of-way and relocation costs. The project cost excluding the Railroad Bridge is 

currently estimated at $60 million.  Alternative 2 consists of two 11 foot lanes in each direction with no median beneath 

the Railroad Bridge. The existing Railroad Bridge has a 52 foot wide opening and is in good condition.  Reconstruction 

would not be required with Alternative 2 as roundabouts eliminate the need for turn lanes thus reducing the overall 

cross section of the roadway.  Alternative 2 would require only two potential property relocations, one each at the 

intersections of Lake Avenue and McConnell Road.  Therefore, Alternative 2 is being carried forward as the preferred 

alternative. 
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Per the State’s Complete Streets Law, pedestrian and bicycle accommodations shall be included in the planning process 

for the development of transportation facilities. Due to the limited width of the existing Railroad Bridge opening, 

Alternative 2 proposes a 15 foot diameter pedestrian tunnel beneath the Railroad east of IL Route 47 for pedestrian and 

bicyclist accommodations. A 15 foot tunnel was proposed to accommodate the 10 foot bike path and 2 foot shoulders 

on each side. The proposed tunnel would be a new Railroad crossing, but would not be an at-grade crossing.  A Railroad 

Construction and Maintenance Agreement will provide language stating maintenance responsibilities.   

 

Please provide any comments you may have. If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. 

John Baldauf, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.  
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Plant, Bill

From: Bochte, Kyle <Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov>

Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2015 10:46 AM

To: Gabrisko, Darcie

Cc: Plant, Bill; Baldauf, John E.; Smith, Corey J.

Subject: FW: IDOT Phase I Study of IL 47 (US 14 to Charles Road) UP Crossing

Darcie, 

 

Please see Andy’s response below regarding the RR agreement. 

 

Thanks, 

Kyle 

 

From: Rabadi, Andy E  

Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2015 10:44 AM 

To: Baldauf, John E. 
Cc: Kutryn, Anna; Chavez, Benjamin; Bochte, Kyle; Smith, Corey J. 

Subject: RE: IDOT Phase I Study of IL 47 (US 14 to Charles Road) UP Crossing 

 

John, 
 
Phase-1 does not need to develop any agreements. Design will prepare the agreements with the UP 
when the project moves to phase-2. Continue with your plan preparation as usual and we’ll deal with 
the UP in phase-2. Thank you. 
 
PS: never sign a UP or any other RR company’s agreement initiated or drafted by them. We have our 
own agreement templates that we use for all types of projects and with all the various RR companies. 
 
Andy Rabadi 
Senior Railroad Engineer 
(847) 705-4256 

 

From: Baldauf, John E.  

Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2015 10:34 AM 
To: Rabadi, Andy E 

Cc: Kutryn, Anna; Chavez, Benjamin; Bochte, Kyle; Smith, Corey J. 
Subject: FW: IDOT Phase I Study of IL 47 (US 14 to Charles Road) UP Crossing 

 
IL 47 Phase I Study 

US 14 to Charles Road 

P-91-007-09 

McHenry County 

 

Andy, 

 

UP has requested that we develop a Preliminary Engineering Agreement 

(http://www.uprr.com/reus/attachments/roadxing/quiet-zone/qz-pe_agreement.pdf). Is this something we need to 

complete or does IDOT already have agreements in place? Please advise. 
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Thank you, 

 

John E. Baldauf, P.E. 
 

Illinois Department of Transportation 
Bureau of Programming | Project and Environmental Studies 

201 West Center Court | Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 

Phone: 847.705.4103    | Fax: 847.705.4159 

john.baldauf@illinois.gov 

 

�� Before printing this email, think about environmental impact. 
 

 

From: Gabrisko, Darcie [mailto:Darcie.Gabrisko@strand.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 4:53 PM 

To: Baldauf, John E. 
Cc: Bochte, Kyle; Smith, Corey J.; Plant, Bill 

Subject: FW: IDOT Phase I Study of IL 47 (US 14 to Charles Road) UP Crossing 

 
Things are really coming together.  I spoke with Claire and she wanted to make sure we knew that a Preliminary 

Engineering Agreement will be required before they will review the design as the project moves forward.  The 

agreement is on the website and she can send one if desired.   

 

I told her we were at least six months out before they would see any design plans and she said that is fine, just make 

sure the agreement is signed before submitting the plans. 

 

Is that something we would include as  a commitment? 

 

Thanks, 

Darcie 

 

From: Claire E. Anderson [mailto:CEANDERS@UP.COM]  

Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 4:31 PM 
To: Gabrisko, Darcie 

Cc: Christopher N. Coppock; Patrick G. Jennings; Sean D. Collier 

Subject: Fw: IDOT Phase I Study of IL 47 (US 14 to Charles Road) UP Crossing 

 
Mrs. Gabrisko,  
  We have reviewed and are in agreement with this design.  We need to have a internal review of the actual design as it 
moves forward.  In order to do this we have to have a Preliminary Engineering agreement.  Please give me a call when 
you have a chance.   Thank you.  
 

 
----- Forwarded by Claire E. Anderson/UPC on 03/18/2015 04:05 PM ----- 
 
From:        "Gabrisko, Darcie" <Darcie.Gabrisko@strand.com> 
To:        "ceanders@up.com" <ceanders@up.com>, "pgjennin@up.com" <pgjennin@up.com>, "crcoppoc@up.com" <crcoppoc@up.com>, "mgilliam@up.com" 
<mgilliam@up.com> 
Cc:        "Baldauf, John E." <John.Baldauf@Illinois.gov>, "Bochte, Kyle (Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov)" <Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov>, "Smith, Corey J. 
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(Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov)" <Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov>, "Andy.Rabadi@illinois.gov" <Andy.Rabadi@illinois.gov> 
Date:        02/18/2015 09:47 AM 
Subject:        IDOT Phase I Study of IL 47 (US 14 to Charles Road) UP Crossing 

 

 

 
IL 47 (US 14 to Charles Road) 
Woodstock, IL 
McHenry County 
  
Dear Ms. Anderson, 
  
Thank you for meeting with us on Wednesday, January 21, 2015 concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation’s 

(Department) Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) Preliminary Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study from US 14 to Charles Road in the 

City of Woodstock, McHenry County. 
  
As requested, attached are the concept figures for IL 47 crossing under the Railroad. The figures show the current drawings of the 

two alternatives at the Railroad as well as the associated elevations. Please note these drawings are only concept level and will be 

further developed during Phase II (Contract Plan Preparation). 
  
This project consists of the reconstruction of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The Union Pacific Railroad (Railroad) crosses over IL 

47 between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road within the project limits.  There are two (2) alternatives being carried forward for this 

project.  The proposed typical section of the alternatives carried forward consists of two lanes in each direction with a barrier curb 

median.  Accommodations for a 10-foot shared use path are proposed on the east side of IL 47 and a 5-foot sidewalk on the west 

side.  The two alternatives to be carried forward vary mainly on the type of traffic control at the following five intersections: Lake 

Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd Street/Irving Avenue, Ware Road, and Charles Road.  Alternative 1 proposes traffic signals at these 

intersections while Alternative 2 proposes roundabouts be constructed.  At this time, Alternative 2 is being carried forward as the 

preferred alternative. 
  
Due to their close proximity, Lake Avenue and McConnell Road intersections must have the same traffic control to operate 

effectively.  Alternative 1 requires approximately 122 feet of horizontal clearance beneath the Railroad Bridge to accommodate for 

additional through and turning lanes as well as bicycle and pedestrian accommodations. A conceptual temporary railroad shoofly 

was designed to be used during construction of the lengthened Railroad Bridge. Construction of the railroad shoofly would require 

six potential property relocations and right-of-way acquisition from additional properties. The additional cost to construct the 

railroad shoofly and new Railroad Bridge was estimated at $30 million excluding the additional right-of-way and relocation costs. 

The project cost excluding the Railroad Bridge is currently estimated at $60 million.  Alternative 2 consists of two 11 foot lanes in 

each direction with no median beneath the Railroad Bridge. The existing Railroad Bridge has a 52 foot wide opening and is in good 

condition.  Reconstruction would not be required with Alternative 2 as roundabouts eliminate the need for turn lanes thus reducing 

the overall cross section of the roadway.  Alternative 2 would require only two potential property relocations, one each at the 

intersections of Lake Avenue and McConnell Road.  Therefore, Alternative 2 is being carried forward as the preferred alternative. 
  
Per the State’s Complete Streets Law, pedestrian and bicycle accommodations shall be included in the planning process for the 

development of transportation facilities. Due to the limited width of the existing Railroad Bridge opening, Alternative 2 proposes a 

15 foot diameter pedestrian tunnel beneath the Railroad east of IL Route 47 for pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations. A 15 foot 

tunnel was proposed to accommodate the 10 foot bike path and 2 foot shoulders on each side. The proposed tunnel would be a new 

Railroad crossing, but would not be an at-grade crossing.  A Railroad Construction and Maintenance Agreement will provide 

language stating maintenance responsibilities.   
  
Please provide any comments you may have. If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. John Baldauf, 

P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.  
  
 

 

 

** 
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This email and any attachments may contain information that is confidential and/or privileged for the sole use 

of the intended recipient. Any use, review, disclosure, copying, distribution or reliance by others, and any 

forwarding of this email or its contents, without the express permission of the sender is strictly prohibited by 

law. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender immediately, delete the e-mail and destroy 

all copies. 

 

** 
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District Approval of Geometric Design

Page 1 of 1

District Consultant

Type of Design: Intersection Design Study Interchange Design Study

Interchange Type Study

Route StreetMarked

Intersecting Route StreetMarked

Contract Number

Counties Municipalities

Local Agency

Permit Applicant Permit Number

Other

Section NumberState Job Number

LRS Section Number

Brief Project Description

Date Approved by Qualified Geometrics Engineer

Comments

BDE 2602 (02/07/17)03/28/19

1 Strand Associates, Inc.

Phase I Plan & Profiles

FAP 326 Illinois Route 47

Various

McHenry Woodstock

P-91-007-09

Proposed improvements include the reconstruction of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Rd to provide 2-lanes in each
direction. The NB and SB lanes will be separated with an 18-ft raised median form US 14 to Ware Rd and a 22-ft
mountable median from Ware Rd to Charles Rd. Some intersections are designed with Roundabouts and
pedestrian accommodations are provided throughout the project.

03/21/2019
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