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IL Route 47 from US 14 to Charles Road
 Preliminary Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study

Public Hearing Detailed Summary

Public Hearing Summary

The public hearing for the IL Route 47 from US 14 to Charles Road Preliminary Engineering and
Environmental (Phase I) Study was held on Thursday, June 7, 2018 at the Challenger Learning
Center, 222 East Church Street, Woodstock, IL from 4 – 7 PM. The public hearing was conducted
in an open house format. Outreach included an elected and public officials letter, mailed postcard
to 884 stakeholders, mailed letter to full-take property owners, e-blast invitation and reminder
to 313 stakeholders, advertisements in three local newspapers, press release, and an
announcement on the project website.

The general scope of work for this improvement is anticipated to consist of roadway widening
and reconstruction to provide two lanes in each direction separated by a median, improvements
to bicycle and pedestrian accommodations, and intersection and drainage improvements.

The purpose of the hearing was to obtain public input on the preferred alternative and the
Environmental Assessment (EA).  The EA describes the purpose and need of the proposed project,
alternatives considered, the preferred alternative, anticipated environmental impacts, project
benefits, and potential mitigation measures.

On May 7, 2018, the EA was made available for public review and comment on the project
website at www.IL47WoodstockStudy.com, Woodstock Public Library, Woodstock City Hall, and
the Department’s District One office in Schaumburg.

There were two rooms available for the public to view project materials. One room displayed a
continuous audiovisual presentation that included information regarding the project overview
and process, Purpose and Need, preferred alternative, land acquisition process, environmental
impacts, instructions for how to submit comments, and the next steps of the project.

The second room contained exhibit boards, roll plot map, roundabout traffic simulation video,
Environmental Assessment, and a comment area. A court reporter was also available in the room
to take comments and attendees had the opportunity to speak with representatives from the
Illinois Department of Transportation and the Project Study team. Brochures and an FAQ
document were also available for attendees.
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A public forum was held at 6 PM, where participants could provide up to a two-minute statement
recorded by a court reporter. At the public forum, three people participated, two people who
submitted a participation card declined to comment, and one person who submitted a
participation card did not attend the forum. The meeting was attended by 131 people and 12
comment forms were received at the meeting.  A total of 33 comments were received at the end
of the public comment period.

Identification of Stakeholders

Per IDOT’s Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) procedures, a stakeholder is anyone who could be
affected by the project and has a stake in its outcome. Stakeholders are identified as all residents
of the study area and interested parties that help IDOT understand the needs for, and concerns
about, the transportation system. IDOT can take this input, along with all of its other work and
analysis, and use it to make planning and design decisions.

The identification of stakeholders was done through a combination of desktop searches and input
from local community leaders. Stakeholders were categorized by specific area of interest such as
regional planning, transit and transportation agencies, Chambers of Commerce,
business/economic development, civic and activist groups, county, municipal and elected
officials, legislators, libraries, media, school and park districts, property owners, public safety and
utility agencies providers.

New stakeholders will be added to the stakeholder list throughout the project. All stakeholders
expressing interest in the project will continue to be added to the project mailing list and will be
able to participate in the process through various public outreach opportunities.

Public Involvement Efforts
Elected and Public Officials Letters:
On May 4, 2018, mailed letters with the display ad enclosed were sent to elected and public
officials along the project corridor, as well as key transportation agencies, to provide them with
information about the project, the purpose and locations of the EA, and to invite them to attend
the public hearing.
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Property Owner Letters:
On May 11, 2018, mailed letters were sent to full-take property owners along the project corridor
to provide them with information about the project, potential for acquisition of their property,
the purpose of the EA, and to invite them to attend the public hearing.
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Display Ad:
An advertisement was published in local newspapers to notify the public of the hearing. The ad
included the purpose of the hearing, the hearing format, information on where to view the EA,
information on the comment period, and contact information.

The display ad ran in the following newspapers:

Publication: Run Date(s):

The Daily Herald (Fox Valley) May 17, 2018 & May 31, 2018

Northwest Herald May 17, 2018 & May 31, 2018

The Woodstock Independent May 16, 2018 & May 30, 2018
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Press Release:
A press release announcing the public hearing was distributed through IDOT’s Office of
Communication on May 9, 2018 and also posted on the project website.
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Postcard Invitation:
The public hearing was announced to 884 stakeholders on May 14, 2018 via mailed postcard
invitations. The postcard was also made available on the project website.

Email Invitation:
The public hearing was announced to stakeholders on May 29, 2018 via electronic invitations to
313 stakeholders. Reminder invitations were sent two days prior to the hearing and included a
link to see the hearing materials.
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Website:
The public hearing was promoted on the project website on May 7, 2018. The hearing
presentation, exhibits, brochure, FAQs, and roll plot maps were posted on the website two days
prior to the hearing. The IL 47 at Lake Avenue roundabout video was posted to the website after
the hearing.

The project website is updated at specific milestones to provide stakeholders with pertinent
project documents and information, including the public hearing dates and locations, the EA,
previous environmental studies, FAQs, and materials presented at Citizens Advisory Group
meetings, working group meetings, and public meetings. The project website also includes
information on how to submit comments via email or mail.

Brochure:
A six-page brochure was produced and handed out at the public hearing. The following article
topics were included:

Purpose of the Hearing
Project Overview
Study Process
Stakeholder Input is Important
Preferred Alternative – On Alignment
Innovative Intersection Improvements
Why Roundabouts?
Pedestrian Accommodations
Environmental Impacts
Land Acquisition
We Want to Hear from You
What’s Next
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FAQs:
An FAQ document, addressing comments from the third public meeting, was produced and
handed out at the public hearing. The FAQs addressed the following comments:

When will the project be built?
Do the proposed improvements include a wider Union Pacific Railroad bridge where it
crosses over IL 47 between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road?
The proposed improvements should accommodate pedestrian crossing at Calhoun
Street to access Jewel shopping mall.
There were questions regarding the provision of bus stops along the corridor.
There were questions regarding the need for four lanes and raised curb north of IL 120.
There were concerns regarding flooding in some areas and the measures that were
being taken to address these issues in conjunction with the proposed improvements.
There were several comments about providing pedestrian and bicycle accommodations
along the corridor.
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Are roundabouts safe for pedestrians?
Why are you proposing a roundabout at Ware Road and not one at Country Club?
There were questions regarding access during construction.
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Availability of the Environmental Assessment (EA)

Transportation/Environmental Agency Letters:
On May 4, 2018, mailed letters were distributed to relevant transportation and environmental
agencies to provide information about the project and to notify them of the availability of the
EA.
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Website:
The EA was made available for public review and comment on May 7, 2018 on the project
website.

Physical Copies:
Physical copies of the EA were placed at the following locations on May 7, 2018:

Woodstock Public Library
414 W Judd St
Woodstock, IL 60098

Woodstock City Hall
121 W. Calhoun Street
Woodstock, Illinois 60098

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
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Attendance

The following officials were in attendance:
City of Woodstock: Garret Anderson, Economic Development Director; Paul Christensen,
Assistant City Manager/Finance Director; Krista Coltrin, Economic Development
Coordinator; Mark Indyke, Transportation Commission Member; Mayor Brian Sager;
Councilman Mark Saladin; Roscoe C. Stelford III, City Manager; Councilman Gordie Tebo
City of McHenry: Joe Doherty, Planning and Zoning Commission Member
McHenry County: Kevin Craver, representing County Board Chairman Jack Franks;
Joseph Gottemoller, County Board Member; Michael Rein, County Board Member;
Dennis Sandquist, Director of Planning & Development; Michael Skala, County Board
Member
Dorr Township: Sue Brokaw, Supervisor

Additional agencies/organizations represented:
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning: Arthur Nicholas
McHenry County Division of Transportation: Susan Borucki, Rebecca Brazas, Scott
Hennings, Cha Lee
McHenry County Conservation District: James Kremer
McHenry County Council of Mayors: Cody Sherriff
Pace: Mary L. Donner
Woodstock Community Unit School District 200: Diane Carter

Businesses represented:
Alliance Contractors Inc.
Auto Tech Centers
Butler Auto Parts
Botts Welding
Brown and Company CPAs
Bull Valley Ford
Circle K
Copy Express
Culture, Arts & Music
Cycle Craft Yamaha
Dwight’s Auto Body
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Graham Enterprise
Kingston Lanes
Lake Marine & RV
Murphy’s Flooring
Stan’s LPS Midwest
Williet LLC
Woodstock BP
Woodstock Celebrates Inc.

Media outlet represented:
The Woodstock Independent

Comments Received:
The project comment period closed on June 21, 2018. Within the comment period, the project
received 33 comments. The topics include the following:

Concern regarding relocating driveway
Concern regarding access and accommodating semi-trucks, RVs, and boats due to
medians
Concerns regarding impact on wildlife
Concern regarding no right turn lane on northbound IL 47
Concern regarding property impacts and land acquisition
Concern regarding pedestrian safety
Concern regarding medians and access to property
Concern regarding emergency service access
Concern regarding roundabouts
Concern regarding access changes to Kingston Lanes
General support
Suggestion for additional pedestrian crosswalks
Suggestion for complete property acquisition
Suggestion to include flashing beacons at roundabout crosswalks
Suggestion to include on-street bike lane
Suggestion for widening roadway under railroad bridge
Suggestion to include pedestrian walkways across IL 47
Suggestion to install bike racks
Suggestion to widen IL 47
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Suggestion to add on-street bike lanes
Suggestion to shorten the distance of the median
Suggestion to increase driveway width into Northwood Middle School
Suggestion to include pedestrian-activated stoplight at DMV/Aldi
Suggestion to include future bus accommodations
Suggestion to widen access into Beloit Motors
Suggestion to include pedestrian crossings
Suggestion to include east/west bike path connectivity/accommodations
Support for bicycle amenities/access
Support for keeping Three Brother’s Restaurant
Support for roundabouts
Support for bike/pedestrian path
Support for roundabout
Question about fitting four lanes under the railroad bridge
Question regarding property impacts
Question regarding right-of-way
Question regarding driveway access
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Public Hearing Photographs
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Comment
Number

Comment (C) or
Response (R)

First Name Last Name Comment / Response

1 C Tricia Rachford
Safe pedestrian cross walks across 47 to Post Office, Drug Stores, county facilities, and other businesses. Bicycle racks for cyclists
to park bikes at Gov't buildings and stores

R

Thank you for your comments regarding safe pedestrian cross walks and bicycle racks. Illinois Route 47 crossings are proposed
at all signalized and roundabout intersections. Cross walks are also proposed along Illinois Route 47 crossing each minor side
street.  The proposed crosswalks are designed to be compliant with the American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Cross walks at
signalized intersections will have pedestrian signals, push-button activation, and countdown timers. The possibility of bicycle
racks along the corridor buildings woudl be teh responsibility of the City of Woodstock and not part of this project.

2 C Anonymous Thank you for saving Three Brother's Restaurant

R
Thank you for your comment. The project study team has continued to try to minimize impacts throughout the corridor while
still providing a design that meets the purpose and need. We appreciate your support for the project.

3 C Scott & Larry Emricson For 900 Eastwood Drive 53 foot semi trailers need to make deliveries. Moving the driveway may not allow that to happen.

R

Thank you for your comment regarding truck access to the property at 900 Eastwood Drive. The current preferred alternative
does not allow 53-foot semi trailers to back into the loading dock located at 900 Eastwood Drive. The preferred alternative does
accommodate a single unit truck to back into the loading dock. The proposed driveway for this property is located at the same
location as the existing driveway. Potential impacts to your business, including access for truck deliveries, will be further
assessed during the land acquisition (Phase II) process. It will be determined at that time whether the impacts to truck delivery
accommodations warrant relocation of the business. The Department has developed relocation assistance and payment
programs to minimize the inconvenience and hardships imposed on individuals displaced by highway improvement projects.
The Department is sensitive to property impacts that are caused by roadway improvement and widening projects.

4 C Paul Chamberlain

See attached copy of your environment assessment report page regarding business relocations. Mike Cullian and I had
discussions about the possibility of a partial acquisition. We were only exploring options. Some how that was interpreted as my
desired outcome. It is not my desired outcome to have a partial acquisition. I would require a complete acquisition of the
property at 999 S. Eastwood Drive. I has discussions with Mike Cullian several years ago about this. We were exploring options.
It is not my desire to have a partial acquisition. Would prefer complete. Lost space would affect Biz viability.

R

Thank you for your comment regarding the proposed property impacts to 999 S. Eastwood Drive. The project study team
understands you are requesting  a complete relocation as a part of this project rather than be partially acquired and the building
moved. The Environmental Assessment Errata document will change the discussion regarding the property relocation at 999 S.
Eastwood Drive to the following: "The entire building is proposed to be acquired because the westernmost part of the building
being removed is the primary access to the business and will affect the business viability. Additionally, the elimination of the
driveway affects circulation on the property and prohibits access to the overhead doors also on the westside of the building.
The owner does not desire partial acquisition. The property will remain functional once the building is demolished and
necessary land is acquired."

5 C Matt and Jim Potts
Access to Wanda and Martha Lanes should be increased to be wider in order to accommodate semi traffic for deliveries. This is
a current issue that can be improved upon with minor modifications to the current proposed plan.

R

Thank you for your comment regarding access to Wanda Lane and Martha Lane. A turning analysis was performed and the
preferred alternative does accommodate right-in/right-out semi truck turning movements at the intersection of Illinois Route 47
and Wanda Lane. The preferred alternative also accommodates right-in/right out as well as left-in/left-out semi truck turning
movements at the intersection of Lake Avenue and Martha Lane.
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Number

Comment (C) or
Response (R)

First Name Last Name Comment / Response

6 C Mark Steadman More detail to include offsets, dimensions for impact on my property

R
An email was sent to Mark Steadman on XX XX, 2018 with an attachment identifying the impacts associated with the preferred
alternative to the property at 1375 S. Eastwood Drive. A copy of the email and attachment can be found in Appendix C of the
Environmental Assessment and Errata.

7 C Matthew Graham Dimensions of ROW on parcel 1308-228-010385, vacant lot north of DMV. Please send me dimensions from Bank to fair Street

R
An email was sent to Matthew Graham on XX XX, 2018 with an attachment identifying the impacts associated with the preferred
alternative to parcel 1308-228-010385. A copy of the email and attachment can be found in Appendix C of the Environmental
Assessment and Errata.

8 C Sara Denhorn
Curbs are an impediment to the travels of wildlife - particularly turtles, small mammals, ducklings (animals cross roads when
wetlands are along side the roads). Many alternatives exit that are wildlife friendly for curbs! [Drawing of turtle] - turtle on back
flailing

R

Thank you for your comment regarding the travels of wildlife within the corridor. The preferred alternative along Illinois Route
47 from Ware Road to Charles Road consists of roadside drainage ditches, outside shoulders, and a mountable grass median. No
curb and gutter is proposed on the outside edge of pavement and no raised curb is proposed in the median in this section. This
section of the corridor is a rural cross section and contains a majority of the wetlands within the project limits. The section
containing raised curb is fully developed  and therefore should not contain as much wildlife.

9 C Lacie Gunther I believe this is going to help out a lot with traffic.
R Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your support for the project.

10 C Anonymous Yes, yes, yes to roundabouts!!
R Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your support for the roundabouts.

11 C Kevin Kucharksi
I think IDOT has done a fantastic job with the design of IL 47 through Woodstock. Roundabouts are a fantastic idea and a good
indication of looking forward. Bike/Pedestrian access is exactly what we (Woodstock) was looking for.

R Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your support for the project

12 C Martin Papanek Rectangular rapid flashing beacons should be installed at roundabout crosswalks

R
Thank you for your comment.  Rectangular rapid flashing beacons at multi-lane roundabouts will be considered during the Plan
Preparation Phase (Phase II).

13 C Mark Indyke
My comment is this.  There aren't enough available pedestrian crosswalks around the route.  And a lot of vehicles that have to
make deliveries will have to make U-turns crossing two lanes to make deliveries.
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Comment (C) or
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R

Thank you for your comments regarding pedestrian crosswalks and U-turn movements.  Illinois Route 47 crossings are proposed
at all signalized and roundabout intersections. Cross walks are also proposed along Illinois Route 47 crossing each minor side
street.  The proposed crosswalks are designed to be compliant with the American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Cross walks at
signalized intersections will have pedestrian signals, push-button activation, and countdown timers.  The section of Illinois
Route 47 from US Route 14 to Ware Road currently consists of one lane in each direction separated by a continuous two-way
left turn lane.  Many crashes within this segment are the result of vehicles entering or leaving  driveways.  One method to
reduce the number of recorded vehicle crashes is to reduce the number of uncontrolled full access locations along the corridor
by introducing a raised curb median between the two opposing directions of traffic.  Based on national research, a raised curb
median constructed on a roadway which previously had a continuous two-way left turn lane has been shown to reduce the
crash rate approximately 37% and the injury rate by approximately 48%.  Access to all properties along both sides of the
corridor will still be possible by passenger cars via U-turn maneuvers at signalized intersections, roundabouts, and designated
openings within the raised curb median.  Larger trucks will need to plan their routes accordingly.

14 C Dennis Sandquist

I'd like to thank IDOT for proceeding with this project and encourage them
to proceed with this project with the primary goals of eliminating the bottlenecks with traffic on Lake Street and under the
railroad crossing and specifically to provide additional bicycle and pedestrian accommodations. I'd like them to reconsider their
policy and a proposal for a side path versus on-street accommodations for cyclists through the portions of the corridor with
frequent cross streets.  I do believe that an on-street accommodation could be appropriate and more safe, the traffic pattern
would show that. I would also like to encourage IDOT to consider additional crosswalks across 47 at non-signalized intersections
or intersections without roundabouts and looking at the maps I think that would primarily be appropriate at Greenwood
Avenue.

R

Thank you for your comments regarding goals of the project and pedestrian accommodations. One of the needs identified for
the corridor that is proposed to be addressed is capacity along Illinois Route 47, including Lake Street. Regarding the
development of a separated shared-use path as opposed to on-street accommodations, it is Illinois Department of
Transportation and American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials policy that no on-street bicycle and
pedestrian accommodations are provided when Average Daily Traffic values are as large as those found along this project
corridor. Instead, separated bicycle and pedestrian accommodations are recommended.  Illinois Route 47 crossings are
proposed at all signalized and roundabout intersections. Cross walks are also proposed along Illinois Route 47 crossing each
minor side street.  The proposed crosswalks are designed to be compliant with the American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Cross
walks at signalized intersections will have pedestrian signals, push-button activation, and countdown timers. If a pedestrian
desires to cross Illinois Route 47 near Greenwood Avenue, the pedestrian can travel 0.37 miles north to St. John's Road and
cross at the signalized intersection.

15 C Dave Brandt

Overall I'm really happy about what I see.  I like the use of roundabouts, pedestrian pathway shared use and then the sidewalk.
I'm a little concerned -- not concerned, but be able to do U-turns is a little frightful.  My wife is scared to death of roundabouts
and I just heard a couple of landowners who are going to have to -- if they are going north, they are going to have to go way out
of their way, do a U-turn and then come back home.  So it's going to be difficult for some landowners right adjacent, but overall,
I'm happy.  Good job.
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R

Thank you for your support regarding the project, roundabouts, and pedestrian accommodations.  The section of Illinois Route
47 from US Route 14 to Ware Road currently consists of one lane in each direction separated by a continuous two-way left turn
lane.  Many crashes within this segment are the result of vehicles entering or leaving  driveways.  One method to reduce the
number of recorded vehicle crashes is to reduce the number of uncontrolled full access locations along the corridor by
introducing a raised curb median between the two opposing directions of traffic.  Based on national research, a raised curb
median constructed on a roadway which previously had a continuous two-way left turn lane has been shown to reduce the
crash rate approximately 37% and the injury rate by approximately 48%.  Access to all properties along both sides of the
corridor will still be possible by passenger cars via U-turn maneuvers at signalized intersections, roundabouts, and designated
openings within the raised curb median.  Larger trucks will need to plan their routes accordingly.

16 C Scott Emricson
My dad, Larry Emricson, owns the building at 900 South Eastwood Drive and 53-foot semitrailers need to be able to make
deliveries to the property.

R See response to comment 3.

17 C Judy Connor

I live on North Seminary Avenue, and I'm not happy with the medians that they are putting in because now if I want to go north
out of my home, I have to go south to Greenwood Avenue and make a U-turn and go north, or if I want to come to my house
and I'm coming from the south, I have to go up to another street and come back, make a U-turn and come back.I was asking the
gentleman what about when you want to call the rescue squad or the fire department, they can't get across that median so they
have to make those turns. And I don't like roundabouts.  I get very confused with roundabouts. And he did cover one of my
concerns when we talked to him about Three Brothers Restaurant.  He said they worked it out so we are not losing everybody's
favorite restaurant to go to so that made me happy because I was concerned about that but there's a roundabout right there,
too, right by them, so I don't know.  So I just worry about the confusion that the roundabouts are going to cause because there's
so many so close together.  That's one of my concerns. And I also want to see how they are going to fit four lanes under the
bridge, that railroad bridge.  It doesn't seem like it's wide enough but they tell me it's wide enough.  I guess that's progress.
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R

Thank you for your comments regarding the raised median, roundabouts, Three Brothers Restaurant, and the railroad bridge
located between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road.  The segment of Illinois Route 47 from US Route 14 to Ware Road currently
consists of one lane in each direction separated by a continuous two-way left turn lane.  Many crashes within this segment are
the result of vehicles entering or leaving  driveways.  One method to reduce the number of recorded vehicle crashes is to reduce
the number of uncontrolled full access locations along the corridor by introducing a raised curb median between the two
opposing directions of traffic.  Based on national research, a raised curb median constructed on a roadway which previously had
a continuous two-way left turn lane has been shown to reduce the crash rate approximately 37% and the injury rate by
approximately 48%.  Access to all properties along both sides of the corridor will still be possible by passenger cars via U-turn
maneuvers at signalized intersections, roundabouts, and designated openings within the raised curb median.  Larger trucks will
need to plan their routes accordingly.

Roundabouts are proposed throughout the corridor due to their increased traffic capacity, reduced number of property
relocations, and increased safety.  Signalized intersections at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road require the construction of
additional turn lanes that would not be required for roundabout intersections at these locations.  These additional turn lanes
require the removal of the existing railroad bridge and replacement with a new railroad bridge with a wider opening of
approximately 120 feet.  The construction of the new bridge requires a temporary railroad track, called a shoofly, and a
temporary railroad bridge be constructed in order to maintain railroad operations during construction.  The construction of the
shoofly and temporary railroad bridge is estimated to add an additional $30 million dollars to the construction budget and result
in additional right-of-way impacts and business relocations.  The construction schedule would also be extended 1 to 2 years to
build the shoofly and permanent bridge prior to the roadway construction of the corridor. Because of these increased impacts
and better operational performance, roundabouts are included as part of the preferred alternative at Lake Avenue and
McConnell Road. Many roundabout layout iterations were completed at the intersection of Illinois Route 47 and Lake Avenue to
minimize impacts to Three Brothers Restaurant.The existing railroad bridge is wide enough to accommodate two travel lanes in
each direction.  In order to provide pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations, a separate pedestrian underpass (tunnel) will be
provided just east of the existing railroad bridge.

18 C Walt Dembos

Years ago I tried to give McHenry County Transportation Department input on making Rakow Road five lanes and I told them
you needed five lanes.  I said, do a transportation study with Kane County to get traffic flow for what they are experiencing and
they had four full lanes there.  They didn't.  They kept it at two lanes.  Years later they had to rebuild it to four to six and it cost
them double the money. So my input tonight here to the state is that they are making a major mistake with the Union Pacific
railroad bridge.  In the county that bridge is known as the Woodstock strangler.  This is very similar to the Hillside strangler that
the state made a mistake on and just moves traffic jams further eastward on Interstate 290.  And I tried to tell the engineers
that there are two ways to replace that bridge with minimal disruption to the Union Pacific railroad line. One is to build a pass-
around for each side to allow the trains to pass around while they replace the current crumbling concrete supports. Second
way, and I have seen this done in Europe, is where they build new concrete supports underneath the current track lines and it
takes -- I have seen it done -- two days to replace each side once the concrete forms have hardened sufficiently. So here's two
different methods that I have seen employed.  I tried to give the state the input and it falls on deaf ears.  It's nice to look at that
art deco bridge work but if you notice it's crumbling and you can see the rebars starting to rust through.  That's it.

R See comment 22, where the commenter received additional project information and rescinded this comment.
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19 C Paul Chamberlain

It's listed in the environmental assessment report as a possible relocation.  It's listed as a possible relocation and it expresses
some of my intention based on a discussion I had with Mike Cullian a couple of years ago. We were at one of these meetings
talking about what the options were for my property when it was listed as a possible relocation.  He interpreted my intentions
at that meeting to desire to have him acquire only part of it and leaving me with the rest.  That's not an accurate representation
of our discussion. I was really trying to explore my options at the time. Tonight at this meeting I had a discussion with Corey
Smith, consultant study project manager with IDOT.  He said he's going to cycle this information back into the environmental
assessment report.  I trust that he will do that, but I just wanted to make it clear my desire isn't to have part of my building
taken and leave me with the rest.  The whole property should go.

R See response to comment 4.

20 C Dr. Brian Sager

I just want to say how much the city administration and city council appreciates the exceptional outreach of the IDOT District 1
staff and making this process as understandable and as constructive as possible. They have worked hard with the leadership of
the city as well as with businesses and residents along the Route 47 corridor to ensure that everyone is well-informed and
understands the options and opportunities available. Each time I go down to Springfield I have a chance to visit with the IDOT
leadership and I routinely express my strong appreciation and the wonderful impressions of the professional staff that IDOT has
brought to this particular project. So I just want to say thank you again and we look forward to bringing the project to fruition
after my tenure as mayor.

R
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate the support provided by the City Council and staff and look forward to our
continued collaboration.

21 C Tricia Rachford

First of all, I want to thank this whole forum making us available to hear from the residents here.  I really do appreciate that.
Three things I want to touch on. One, I do appreciate having the bicycle and pedestrian ways that are being brought out here,
it's fantastic.  One of the issues that we do need though is to have pedestrian walkways across 47.  Right now it's presently a
very unsafe thing to try to do. People come in town need to be able to get to the post office, the drugstores, the grocery stores
and also the government buildings. People need to have access to do that and be able to do that safely.  We go downtown
Chicago they make this available.  There's many ways and examples to have this done and we would appreciate you looking into
doing that and make it a safe environment to cross the street. Another thing I'd like to see too is I'm glad there's a bicycle route,
it nice to have more people who are getting exercise, fewer parking spaces being taken up with people bicycling and fewer
amounts of pollution going into the air.  So we do want to promote that. We also need a place where people can park their
bikes so they are not stolen when they are going into the stores, government buildings, et cetera.  So I do want to see those
things added into the consideration of this.  Thank you, very much.

R

Thank you for your comments regarding safe pedestrian cross walks and bicycle racks. Illinois Route 47 crossings are proposed
at all signalized and roundabout intersections. Cross walks are also proposed along Illinois Route 47 crossing each minor side
street.  The proposed crosswalks are designed to be compliant with the American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Cross walks at
signalized intersections will have pedestrian signals, push-button activation, and countdown timers. The possibility of bicycle
racks along the corridor can be coordinated through the City of Woodstock.
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22 C Walt Dembos

I initially gave a statement to the court reporter earlier in the evening based on the preliminary information I had from the first
meeting on this that showed that the traffic pattern underneath the new Pacific railroad bridge is going to be two lanes.  A lot of
the local people in the area call that bridge the Woodstock strangler.  It is the brother of the Hillside strangler on Interstate 290
in Hillside, Illinois. Well, I talked to one of the many engineers.  I checked on the certification. He's a certified civil engineer in
the state of Illinois and he assured me that they are going to be able to get four lanes underneath the bridge.  That was my chief
objection.  So on that first report I gave to the court reporter, I think we, for the most part, can probably ignore. I love the idea
of the concept of the bikeway and pedestrian way.  I bicycle myself a lot.  I'm going out to Colorado and do that as well this
summer in August when it's nice and warm, no aches and pains.  So it looks like they basically provide improvements.I have
been on many roundabouts. The best one would be the one along the Arc de Triomphe in Paris, France.  You have about nine
lanes going around that and that is fun getting out.  But they are building one out in Island Lake.  I can't believe that because I
used to own a river boat and it was an extremely dangerous intersection.  So I think this is a tremendous improvement and will
bring Woodstock into the 21st Century.  Thank you, very much.

R Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your support of the project, pedestrian accommodations, and roundabouts.

23 C Wendy Piersall

My name is Wendy Piersall.  My husband owns Lake Marine and RV which is not part of the reconstruction process. It's a half a
block south of it.But we do have some concerns and I'm not putting this out there thinking that we are going to make a lot of
changes to this, but I just want to go on record saying we have a lot of customers that come to town specifically for our business
from all over the area, sometimes even from Indiana and Wisconsin, and they are going to be coming up through 47 with large
boats, large trailers, large RVs which will not be able to make U-turns as easily as some of the cars would. We don't really have
any concerns about access specifically to our business. People will be able to get out of there just fine.  But we do have concerns
about safety for our customers and we do have concerns as well about if we are bringing people to town, we don't just want
them to come to see our business.  We want them to come and stop for gas.  We want our customers to come and eat in our
restaurants.  If they are going to come here, we are hoping that they will make a bigger contribution to the economy here and
we are concerned that if they have a boat in tow, they are just going to go right on through and not even deal with it with the
medians in place specifically. And I will also state that before we moved to the location that we are at, the store is at 2050 South
Eastwood, we looked at a place on Route 14 across from the hospital where the palm tree is and there was a median there  and
that's specifically why we did not rent that location because we knew it was going to be an issue for our customers.
We do know it's a problem and I think just kind of wanted to go on record saying that we just want to look out for our
customers. Thank you.

R

Thank you for your comments regarding the proposed raised median and truck/trailer accommodations.  The segment of Illinois
Route 47 from US Route 14 to Ware Road currently consists of one lane in each direction separated by a continuous two-way
left turn lane.  Many crashes within this segment are the result of vehicles entering or leaving  driveways.  One method to
reduce the number of recorded vehicle crashes is to reduce the number of uncontrolled full access locations along the corridor
by introducing a raised curb median between the two opposing directions of traffic.  Based on national research, a raised curb
median constructed on a roadway which previously had a continuous two-way left turn lane has been shown to reduce the
crash rate approximately 37% and the injury rate by approximately 48%.  The Federal Highway Administration has published a
brochure Safe Access is Good for Business. It can be found as Exhibit 3.6-1 in the Environmental Assessment.  Access to all
properties along both sides of the corridor will still be possible by passenger cars via U-turn maneuvers at signalized
intersections, roundabouts, and designated openings within the raised curb median.  Larger trucks will need to plan their routes
accordingly. Larger trucks will be able to U-turn at the proposed roundabout locations.
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24 C Todd Keller Without question Rt. 47 needs to be widened.  From Huntley to Charles would be optimal, but thru Woodstock is a start.

R
Thank you for your comment regarding the need to widen Illinois Route 47. Phase I was completed for the section from Reed
Street to US Route 14. Part of that is in plan preparation (Phase II).  For additional information regarding the proposed widening
of Illinois Route 47 from Reed Road to US Route 14, please visit the project website at http://www.idot.illinois.gov/projects/il47.

25 C John Kremer
I suggest using on street bike lanes in the areas with many side streets because it is more safe for cyclists than the side path.
Drivers do not look to their right when turing right which places them right on top of the cyclist

R

Thank you for your comment regarding the cyclist accommodations.Regarding the development of a separated shared-use path
as opposed to on-street accommodations, it is Illinois Department of Transportation and American Association of State Highway
and Transportation Officials policy that no on-street bicycle and pedestrian accommodations are provided when Average Daily
Traffic values are as large as those found along this project corridor. Instead, separated bicycle and pedestrian accommodations
are recommended.  Illinois Route 47 crossings are proposed at all signalized and roundabout intersections. Cross walks are also
proposed along Illinois Route 47 crossing each minor side street.  The proposed crosswalks are designed to be compliant with
the American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Cross walks at signalized intersections will have pedestrian signals, push-button
activation, and countdown timers.

26 C PAUL HAYDEN

I have concerns that a right hand turn lane is not included in the plan for North bound traffic on rt 47 turning onto County Club
road. Traffic studies show the heaviest traffic is from Lake ave to Country Club road. This would seem to suggest much traffic is
turning on Country Club road. Providing a right  turn lane would increase the number of cars that would be able to pass through
that intersection at any given time. Many people turn at that intersection to gain access to the post office, County fair grounds
and Bull Valley road for a cut through to Mchenry. I asked an Idot official about this at the June 7 meeting, he stated the cost of
the land and traffic flow did not warrant adding this right turn lane. When the Walgreen store was built it is very obvious they
had planned on a right turn lane to be added as some point based on the location of the sidewalk and setbacks. the land is there
for the turn lane ,please do not overlook this very important feature. Frequently projects are done and months later everyone
looks back and says why didn't we add this or fix that. Please please do not overlook the right hand turn lane from NB rt47 to
County Club road. The land is available and set up for it and the traffic counts justify it !!!!

R

Thank you for your comment regarding the traffic operations at the intersection of Illinois Route 47 and Country Club Road. The
project study team further investigated the potential need for a right turn lane from northbound Illinois Route 47 to eastbound
Country Club Road. The south leg of the intersection of Illinois Route 47 and Country Club Road, as well as the intersection as a
whole, meets Illinois Department of Transportation capacity requirements with the current preferred intersection geometry.
The Design Hourly Volume for the right turn movement from northbound Illinois Route 47 to eastbound Country Club Road is
100 vehicles per hour, which does not meet requirements for an exclusive turn lane. The additional right turn lane would also
require additional permanent and temporary right-of-way from the property at the southeast corner of the intersection.
Because of these reasons, the northbound Illinois Route 47 to eastbound Country Club Road exclusive right turn lane will not be
added to the preferred intersection layout.

27 C Sheli Eisele
Please incorporate more wildlife friendly alternatives to curb & gutter (deadly for turtles), native plantings to help pollinators,
and tree canopy enhancements.
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R

Thank you for your comments regarding the wildlife friendly alternatives, native plantings, and tree canopy enhancements. The
preferred alternative along Illinois Route 47 from Ware Road to Charles Road consists of roadside drainage ditches, outside
shoulders, and a mountable grass median. No curb and gutter is proposed on the outside edge of pavement and no raised curb
is proposed in the median in this section. This section of the corridor is a rural cross section and contains a majority of the
wetlands within the project limits. The section containing raised curb is fully developed  and therefore should not contain as
much wildlife.  Landscaping associated with the project will be determined during the Design (Phase II) of the project.

28 C Kathleen Pribla

Regarding widening the road at our property 1175 S Eastwood Drive, Woodstock, Il.   At the last meeting it was shown that our
property would have changes that would make it unusable and we would not be able to maintain a renter.1)  It was proposed
that our frontage would be temporarily taken during the construction phase.  This would make our building unsuitable for our
business.  We have an auto repair shop renting from us who has been there for over 10 years.  Frontage being taken would
remove the parking that he is utilizing in the front.2) With the current proposed drawings, it will take usable land within 12 feet
of our building.  This land is being taken to implement a walking path under the railroad tracks.  The 12 feet does not allow
average size cars to utilize the driveway to the back of our property in both directions at once.  3)  Due to the proposed land
acquisition the only place for customers to park would be in the back of the building, which has limited parking spaces.
Customers would have to walk to the front of the building along side the driveway, to access the office.  This could be
dangerous and a liability for us and our tenant. With the construction temporary access to the permanent land taken for the
project our property/building would not be appealing for renters for our current or future tenants.  This would render our
property unrentable.  This being said, it should be taken under strong consideration that we be offered a fair market price to
acquire our land/building.Regard,   Cynthia MaloneyKathleen Pribla(Building Owners)

R

Thank you for your comment regarding land acquisition at 1175 S. Eastwood Drive. Impacts to your property, including land
acquisition and the loss of parking, will be assessed during the appraisal stage of the land acquisition process.  The
Department’s land acquisition process involves the following sequence of steps:

1. The ownership of the property is confirmed;
2. A plat of survey drawing is prepared to show the dimensions and amount of property that is being acquired;
3. An independent appraisal is made to determine the fair market value of the property to be acquired;
4. Negotiations begin with an offer to acquire the necessary property at the appraised value;
5. If a settlement cannot be reached, the matter is referred to the courts for acquisition under the law of eminent domain.

The Department is sensitive to property impacts that are caused by roadway improvement and widening projects.
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29 C R. Mark Gummerson

Dear Ms. Smith:
This correspondence is to respond to the Illinois Department of Transportation's ("IDOT") request for comments as a follow up
to the Public Hearing held in Woodstock on June 7, 2018.I am corporate counsel as well as one of the shareholders in an entity
known as Kingston Lanes, LLC which has an entertainment facility located at 1330 S. Eastwood Drive (Route 47). Woodstock, IL.
The facility consists of a bowling alley, volleyball court, horseshoe pits and other entertainment facilities. There are various
parties that take place throughout the year wherein there may be as many as 150 -250 people at the facility at any given time.
There are currently two access points in and out of the facility. Based on the plans described at the June 7, 2018 meeting, it
would appear that it is IDOT's potential plan to limit the access point to one, as opposed to two. This entity STRONGLY objects to
decreasing the number of access points from two to one! We have previously participated in the process and were led to
believe, based  on various representations from IDOT, that you would leave both access points to remain. We explained that
SAFETY is foremost in our consideration and hopefully in IDOT's as well. If any type of emergency arose it would be absolutely
necessary to have as many access points as possible for ingress and egress of patrons, emergency vehicles, etc. when you are
dealing with that many people in a given location. This explanation was previously expressed to IDOT representatives who
seemed to acknowledge the absolute necessity of maintaining two access points. That is why we were very surprised and
concerned that IDOT may be considering elimination of one of those access points. We would implore you to plan accordingly to
keep the safety and wellbeing of our patrons/citizens  in your consideration and maintain the two access points for this unique
facility at this location.
We also believe, as well as many other businesses in Woodstock, that the proposed raised median will not only detract from
safety it will also detract from the financial viability of our business as well as other businesses located along Route 47. We have
listened to IDOT's argument that safety would be enhanced by the raised median as opposed to a non-raised median.
Experience in other locations would be counter to IDOT's argument. The additional traffic generated with U-tums and turning
around will cause additional maneuvering as well as confusion, which is contrary to proper safety concerns. We would implore
you to reconsider your position on the raised median and proceed in your planning with non-raised medians.  SAFETY for our
patrons/citizens  is foremost in our thinking as we hope it would be in IDOT's as well. I would be more than happy to meet and
or discuss the aforementioned requests with you or any member of your staff. Iwould like to accomplish that prior to any
finalization of your planning  process.
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R

Thank you for your comment regarding land acquisition at 1330 S. Eastwood Drive. The Department has re-evaluated the
property access and agree two driveways are appropriate. As requested, a second proposed right-in/right-out entrance has
been added at the Kingston Lanes property. The two proposed entrances will match the locations of the existing entrances. The
segment of Illinois Route 47 from US Route 14 to Ware Road generally consists of one lane in each direction separated by a
continuous two-way left turn lane.  Many crashes within this segment are the result of vehicles entering or leaving  driveways.
One method to reduce the number of recorded vehicle crashes is to reduce the number of uncontrolled full access locations
along the corridor by introducing a raised curb median between the two opposing directions of traffic.  Based on national
research, a raised curb median constructed on a roadway which previously had a continuous two-way left turn lane has been
shown to reduce the crash rate approximately 37% and the injury rate by approximately 48%.  The Federal Highway
Administration has published a brochure Safe Access is Good for Business. It can be found as Exhibit 3.6-1 in the Environmental
Assessment.  Access to all properties along both sides of the corridor will still be possible by passenger cars via U-turn
maneuvers at signalized intersections, roundabouts, and designated openings within the raised curb median.  Larger trucks will
need to plan their routes accordingly. Larger trucks will be able to U-turn at the proposed roundabout locations. All vehicles
headed north attempting to access the property can travel 0.11 miles north of the property, U-turn at the Lake Avenue
roundabout, and then turn right into the property. Vehicles attempting to exit the property and head northbound can turn right
out of the property and U-turn at Southview Drive 0.07 miles south of the property.

30 C Maureen Fitzgerald- Buss

It is my understanding after reviewing the proposed project overview plans for the Illinois 47 from US Route 14 to Charles road
that the Fitzgerald’s large commercial property site located on Route 47 and Lake Ave on the NE quadrant of the roundabout
has severe driveway access restrictions.   Restricting movements to only right-in/right-out traffic on Route 47 is this accurate?
Inquiring if the access restriction may be unrestrictedby providing a break in the median which will allow left turn ingress and
egress for the driveway access while still providing benefits of a raised median for most of the section.  Alternatively, could
consideration be made to  shorten the distance of the median to allow unrestricted access to the driveway.

R

Thank you for your comment regarding access to the northwest corner of Illinois Route 47 and Lake Avenue. Because the
property is currently undeveloped and no development site plans have been submitted to the Department or the City of
Woodstock, the Department will continue to provide one right-in/right-out driveway entrance along Illinois Route 47.The
segment of Illinois Route 47 from US Route 14 to Ware Road currently consists of one lane in each direction separated by a
continuous two-way left turn lane.  Many crashes within this segment are the result of vehicles entering or leaving  driveways.
One method to reduce the number of recorded vehicle crashes is to reduce the number of uncontrolled full access locations
along the corridor by introducing a raised curb median between the two opposing directions of traffic.  Based on national
research, a raised curb median constructed on a roadway which previously had a continuous two-way left turn lane has been
shown to reduce the crash rate approximately 37% and the injury rate by approximately 48%.  Access to all properties along
both sides of the corridor will still be possible by passenger cars via U-turn maneuvers at signalized intersections, roundabouts,
and designated openings within the raised curb median.  Larger trucks will need to plan their routes accordingly. If a
development site plan and formal permit request for an additional driveway or left turn access is submitted to the Department
or City of Woodstock, it will be reviewed and evaluated at that time.

31 C Alice Lumsden
I attended the hearing on June 7th. and was impressed with the accommodations for pedestrians and bicycle use. Your maps
show great use of crosswalks, sidewalks and shared-use paths.Thank you

R Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your support of the proposed pedestrian accommodations.
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32 C Andrew Celentano

1. Increase driveway width into Northwood Middle School fm 47.  Traffic backs up on Ware Road to the County admin.  Should
be less with Roundabout from east.  Not buses from south will enter RA, too.  Could backup RA.2. Add Mid-block pedestrian
activated stop light entering DMV/Aldi strip mall.3.Provide for future bus pull-offs at major intersections to keep traffic
moving.4.Widen access into Beloit Motors.  Car carriers will block south bound lane.  Increase turn geometry  FROM the south,
turn seems too tight could hang up all 4 lanes.  Please review.

R

Thank you for your comments regarding property access, mid-block pedestrian crossings, and bus pull-offs.The driveway
entrances to the schools at Russel Court and Northwood Lane were designed to accommodate school bus movements. The
roundabout at Ware Road will be able to handle the additional capacity caused by buses heading northbound looking to U-turn
and enter Northwood Middle School.

Illinois Route 47 crossings are proposed at all signalized and roundabout intersections. Cross walks are also proposed along
Illinois Route 47 crossing each minor side street.  The proposed crosswalks are designed to be compliant with the American’s
with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Cross walks at signalized intersections will have pedestrian signals, push-button activation, and
countdown timers.  If a pedestrian desires to cross Illinois Route 47 near the DMV/Aldi strip mall, the pedestrian can travel 0.13
miles north to Country Club Road and cross at the signalized intersection.

No future bus pull-offs will be included as a part of this project. Three 25-foot long concrete pads are proposed between the
proposed curb and gutter and sidewalk/shared-use path on each side of Illinois Route 47 to facilitate bus rider boarding and
alighting. A  bus shelter is also accommodated on the east side of Illinois Route 47 behind the proposed shared-use path
approximately 270 feet north of Donovan Avenue. These pad and shelter locations were at the request of Pace Bus, who is
supportive of the project.

The project study team is assuming the discussion of Beloit Motors is intended to be about Benoy Motor Sales located at the
northwest corner of Illinois Route 47 and US Route 14. The entrance to Benoy Motor Sales is designed to accommodate car
carriers entering and exiting the property from all directions.
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33 C Matthew Washkowiak

Hello, I would like to relay my comments on the IL Route 47 project in Woodstock. Thank you for advancing this project through
the Phase I process.1.
mile in this area. Since this is a highly residential area with Bates Park and commercial properties (residential destinations) in
the middle, I would like to see if pedestrian crossing could be added within this range. The concern would be uncontrolled
pedestrians crossing over medians in this area due to the lack of ped crossings (ped safety and non-compliance within this

It appears that
although there is a bikepath on the east side, there is little to no bike path connectivity east-west (bike path
crossings)…..probably due to the lack of a current master bike plan. Could the following bike path crossings be considered in
cooperation with the City to ensure adequate ROW, signal/intersection/roundabout design, and trail connectivity achieved in
the future:•Ware Road to the East (bike path already exists to the east with a small sidewalk gap in between)•Future bikepath

complex(Irving and/or 120)•
to the McHenry Co Fairgrounds and Du eld Pond•
Woods Park just west of Lake Street•
on McConnell to new Conservation District Dufield Pond facility and Bull ValleyThe addition of these trail accommodations
would be very small considering the size of the project, prepare the City for future bike connectivity, and minimize future
disturbance/ROW. The intent of this would be to not extend project limits, just account for the necessary bike crossings/trail
accommodations within the proposed ROW for the most likely connections.Thank you for considering these requests and I look
forward to hearing from you.Thanks again,Matt Washkowiak1315 Westwood Trail Woodstock, IL 60098815.301.7415

R

Thank you for your comments regarding pedestrian crosswalks and other potential shared-use path locations. Illinois Route 47
crossings are proposed at all signalized and roundabout intersections. Cross walks are also proposed along Illinois Route 47
crossing each minor side street.  The proposed crosswalks are designed to be compliant with the American’s with Disabilities Act
(ADA).  Cross walks at signalized intersections will have pedestrian signals, push-button activation, and countdown timers.  If a
pedestrian desires to cross Illinois Route 47 near Bates Park, the pedestrian can travel 0.17 miles north to St. Johns Road and
cross at the signalized intersection. The project study team has noted your request for additional shared-use path locations and
forwarded the request to the City of Woodstock and McHenry County, who would ultimately be responsible for the shared-use
path installation as the requested locations are not state routes.



1

Gabrisko, Darcie

Sent: Sunday, August 12, 2018 6:24 PM
To: Corey Smith; Bochte, Kyle
Subject: IL Route 47 - Draft Public Hearing Response Emails

Corey/Kyle,

Corey, I know before you said you didn’t want your phone number on the public hearing handouts.  Is that the case
here?  If so, I’ll just switch out the number for you email address in all cases.  Just let me know.

Below is a proposed draft email to be sent to the City of Woodstock regarding Comments #1, #21, and #33.

Comments 1 and 21 are essentially the same and are both from Tricia Rachford.
Comment 33 is from Matt Washkowiak.

------------------------------------

Dear Mr. Roscoe C. Stelford III,

The Illinois Department of Transportation’s is working to complete the Preliminary Engineering and Environmental
Phase I Study of Illinois Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in the City of Woodstock, McHenry County.  A public
hearing regarding the project was held on June 7th, 2018, during which comments were received from the public that
are relevant to the City.

Two comments were received at the public hearing that expressed interest in bicycle racks being installed at City
buildings and other highly-trafficked destinations along the corridor due to the increase in the number of bicyclists that
are anticipated to use the proposed shared-use path along the project corridor. These comments noted that the
installation of bicycle racks at these locations would complement the addition of the shared-use path and improve the
bicycle-friendliness of the community.

An additional comment was received at the public hearing that expressed interest in extending the shared-use path to
provide the public with a more connected share-use path network. The following locations were suggested as potential
areas of expansion. As these locations are not along IL Route 47, they are outside the State’s jurisdiction and the scope
of this project. These shared-use path extensions would fall under the jurisdiction of the City and/or McHenry County.

Future shared-use path extension further east along Ware Road
Future shared-use path connection to Marian Central Catholic High School (via Irving Avenue and/or IL Route
120)
Future shared-use path connection to the Merryman Field Baseball Complex (via Irving Avenue and/or IL Route
120)
Future shared-use path connection to Woodstock’s Downtown Square
Future shared-use path connection to the McHenry County Fairgrounds and the Dufield Pond Conservation Area
(via Country Club Road)
Future shared-use path connection to the Woodstock Recreation Facility and Ryders Wood Park (via Lake
Street)
Future shared-use path connection to Kishwaukee Park (via Davis Road)
Future shared-use path connection to the Dufield Pond Conservation Area and Bull Valley Golf Club (via
McConnell Road)



2

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at
(847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team
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Gabrisko, Darcie

Sent: Sunday, August 12, 2018 6:53 PM
To: Corey Smith; Bochte, Kyle
Subject: IL Route 47 - Draft Public Hearing Response Emails

Corey/Kyle,

Below is a proposed draft email to be sent to McHenry County regarding Comment #33 from Matt Washkowiak.

------------------------------------

Dear County Executive, Jack Franks,

The Illinois Department of Transportation’s is working to complete the Preliminary Engineering and Environmental
Phase I Study of Illinois Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in the City of Woodstock, McHenry County.  A public
hearing regarding the project was held on June 7th, 2018, during which comments were received from the public that
are relevant to the City.

One comment was received at the public hearing that expressed interest in extending the shared-use path to provide
the public with a more connected share-use path network. The following locations were suggested as potential areas of
expansion. As these locations are not along IL Route 47, they are outside the State’s jurisdiction and the scope of this
project. These shared-use path extensions would fall under the jurisdiction of the County and/or City of Woodstock.

Future shared-use path extension further east along Ware Road
Future shared-use path connection to Marian Central Catholic High School (via Irving Avenue and/or IL Route
120)
Future shared-use path connection to the Merryman Field Baseball Complex (via Irving Avenue and/or IL Route
120)
Future shared-use path connection to Woodstock’s Downtown Square
Future shared-use path connection to the McHenry County Fairgrounds and the Dufield Pond Conservation Area
(via Country Club Road)
Future shared-use path connection to the Woodstock Recreation Facility and Ryders Wood Park (via Lake
Street)
Future shared-use path connection to Kishwaukee Park (via Davis Road)
Future shared-use path connection to the Dufield Pond Conservation Area and Bull Valley Golf Club (via
McConnell Road)

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at
(847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team



1

Gabrisko, Darcie

Sent: Sunday, August 12, 2018 7:15 PM
To: Corey Smith; Bochte, Kyle
Subject: IL Route 47 - Draft Public Hearing Response Emails

Corey/Kyle,

Below is a proposed draft email to be sent regarding Comment #6.

------------------------------------

Dear Mark Steadman,

Thank you for your comment concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Preliminary Engineering and
Environmental Phase I Study of Illinois Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in the City of Woodstock, McHenry
County. The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management, capacity, and pedestrian
accommodations along the existing corridor.

Your comment requested additional information regarding the land acquisition impacts to your property with specific
dimensions. Attached is an exhibit that details the proposed temporary and permanent impacts to your property. We
appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation. For more project
information and updates, please visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at
(847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team



PIN #13-09-351-027
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Gabrisko, Darcie

Sent: Sunday, August 12, 2018 7:10 PM
To: Corey Smith; Bochte, Kyle
Subject: IL Route 47 - Draft Public Hearing Response Emails

Corey/Kyle,

Below is a proposed draft email to be sent regarding Comment #7.

------------------------------------

Dear Matthew Graham,

Thank you for your comment concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Preliminary Engineering and
Environmental Phase I Study of Illinois Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in the City of Woodstock, McHenry
County. The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management, capacity, and pedestrian
accommodations along the existing corridor.

Your comment requested additional information regarding the land acquisition impacts to your property with specific
dimensions. Attached is an exhibit that details the proposed temporary and permanent impacts to your property. We
appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation. For more project
information and updates, please visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at
(847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team



PIN #13-08-228-018



1

Gabrisko, Darcie

To: Corey Smith; Bochte, Kyle
Subject: IL Route 47 - Draft Public Hearing Response Emails

Corey/Kyle,

Below is a proposed draft email to be sent regarding Unofficial Comment #2.

------------------------------------

Dear [PROPERTY OWNER AT 1900 NORTH IL 47],

Thank you for your comment concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Preliminary Engineering and
Environmental Phase I Study of Illinois Route 47 from US Route 14 to Charles Road in the City of Woodstock, McHenry
County. The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management, capacity, and pedestrian
accommodations along the existing corridor.

Your comment requested a cross section of the proposed improvements at your driveway. Please find attached the
requested cross section. The proposed driveway slope of 9.88% is within the desirable design criteria. We appreciate
your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For more project
information and updates, please visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at
(847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team
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Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study 

Public Meeting #1 February 3, 2010  
 

Overview: 
The Illinois Route 47 study area is located in the City of Woodstock and McHenry County, 

extending approximately 5 miles from US Route 14 on the south to Charles Road on the 

north.  The Phase I Study will take a detailed look at the current and future transportation 

needs of the corridor.  The project will include an analysis of the existing roadways, 

drainage, intersection deficiencies, and an examination of the impacts that any proposed 

improvements will have on the community and environment.  It is anticipated that Phase I 

will take approximately 36 months to complete, and will strive to develop a long term 

improvement that will benefit motorists, residents, businesses, and economic development 

in the region.   

 

Identification of Stakeholders: 
Per IDOT’s CSS procedures, a stakeholder is anyone who could be affected by the project 

and has a stake in its outcome.  Stakeholders are identified as all residents of the study area 

and those interested parties that help IDOT understand the needs for, and concerns about, 

the transportation system.  IDOT can take this input, along with all of its other work and 

analysis, and use it to make planning and design decisions. 

 

The identification of stakeholders was done through a combination of desktop searches 

and input from local community leaders.  Stakeholders were categorized by specific area of 

interest such as regional planning, transit and transportation agencies, Chambers of 

Commerce, business/economic development, civic and activist groups, county, municipal 

and elected officials, legislators, libraries, media, school and park districts, property 

owners, public safety and utility agencies providers.  The initial list contained 

approximately 604 stakeholders.   

 

New stakeholders will be added to the initial stakeholder list throughout the project. All 

stakeholders expressing interest in the project will continue to be added to the project 

mailing/e-mailing list and will be able to participate in the process through various public 

outreach opportunities. 
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Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study 

Public Meeting #1 February 3, 2010 

Public Involvement Efforts 

 

Display Ad: 
Below is the display ad notifying the public of the February 3, 2010 Public Meeting.  The ad 

includes the project tag line and logo, a brief explanation of what the project is about, and 

the opportunity to comment on the current and future needs and conditions along the 

study area. 

 

 

The display ad ran twice in two different publications running a total of four times. The size 

of the display ad was two columns by five inches and was placed in the Main News section 

of the publication.   

February 4, 2010 Public Meeting 
Ad Placements 

 
Publication Type Run Date Run Date 

The Northwest Herald Daily T,  Jan. 19 S,  Jan. 31 
The Woodstock 
Independent 

Weekly W, Jan. 20 W, Jan. 27 
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PERSPECTiVES Newsletter: 
The PERSPECTiVES Newsletter is a publication that provides a format to keep the 

stakeholders informed about new project developments.  The initial project newsletter 

focused on the study kick-off, explanation of the IDOT and federal process, the public 

involvement program, formulation of the Citizen Advisory Group (CAG), and next steps.   

The Issue No. 1 January 2010 Newsletter was mailed to all 604 stakeholders on January 15, 

2010.  The Newsletter also acted as the formal invitation to Public Meeting #1 on February 

3, 2010. 
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Press Release: 
The press release announcing the February 3, 2010 Public Meeting was written and 
approved based on IDOT’s communications guidelines.  The press release was issued to the 
following media outlets and posted to the project website, www.il47woodstockstudy.com, 
on January 22, 2010. 
 

 ABC 7 News 
 CBS 2 News 
 Fox 32 News 
 NBC 5 News 
 WGN 9 News 
 CLTV 
 Chicago Public Radio 
 Chicago Sun-Times 
 Crain’s Business Chicago 
 Chicago Tribune 
 Daily Herald 
 Northwest Herald 
 The Woodstock Independent 
 Tribune Broadcasting 
 WBBM AM/FM Radio 
 WFXW Radio 
 WLS Radio 
 WXRT The Score 670 
 WGN 9 Radio 720 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com/
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3rd Party Announcements: 
In addition to the newsletter and display ad, an effective way to reach stakeholders is to 

announce the public meeting on various local websites.  The display ad and the press 

release was emailed to the below locations for inclusion on their website home page, board 

meeting agendas, local newsletters, or to forward onto co-workers. 

 
 City of Woodstock 

 Posted to website 

 Announced at 1/19/10 City Council Meeting 

 Announced in City Manager Newsletter; Sent every Friday to all city 

employees, council members, and any residents who have signed up to 

receive the newsletter 

 

 Woodstock Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

 Posted to website 

 

 Woodstock Downtown Business Association 

 Posted to website 

 

 McHenry County 

 Posted to website 

 

 McHenry County DOT 

 Posted to website 

 Announced at all DOT meetings before 2/3/10 

 

 McHenry County Convention and Visitors Bureau 

 Posted to website 

 

 McHenry County Economic Development Corporation 

 Posted to website 
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Public Meeting #1 Summary 
The first public meeting for the Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study was held on Wednesday, 
February 3, 2010 at the Challenger Learning Center, 222 Church Street, Woodstock, Illinois 
from 4 – 7 PM.  The meeting was an open house format with a continuous PowerPoint 
presentation, exhibit boards for review, and a large scale aerial of the study area to which 
meeting attendees provided comments, suggestions, issues and concerns.  The meeting was 
attended by 59 people, and the following public officials were in attendance: 
 

 Mayor Brian Sager, City of Woodstock 

 John Isbell, Director of Public Works, City of Woodstock 

 Jeff Van Landuyt, Assistant Director of Public Works, City of Woodstock 

 

The following organizations/agencies were represented: 

 

 Dorr Township, Robert Pierce 

 McHenry County Bicycle Advocates 

 McHenry County, Board Member Mary McCann 

 McHenry County Historical Society 

 Woodstock Christian Life Services, Terry Egan 

 Woodstock Jewel Center 

 Woodstock Transportation Commission- Joan Mansfield & Andrew Celentano 

 

The following local businesses were represented: 

 

 Bull Valley Ford 

 Cycle Craft 

 

The following Media were represented: 

 

 The Northwest Herald, Brian Slupski 

 The Woodstock Independent, Mike Neumann 

 

The Project Study Group Attendees included: 

IDOT 

 John Baczek 

 Mike Cullian 

 Ken Doll 

 Cary Lewis 
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 Ojas Patel 

 Patrick Rinosa 

 Agar Shirani  

 

Strand Associates: 

 Darcie Gabrisko 

 Adam Moline 

 

Images, Inc. 

 Jennifer Diomar 

 Mary Rose Donahue 

 Carrie Hansen 

 Tracy Morse 
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Public Comment: 
The public was invited to submit comments about the Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study via 

comment form, website (www.il47woodstockstudy.com), or mail.  Comments received by 

February 18, 2010 will become part of the official public meeting record.  10 Comment 

Forms were received at the Public Meeting on February 3, 2010.  The issues and concerns 

expressed either verbally to the Project Study Team or through formal Comment Forms 

included: 

 Property acquisition 

 Congestion on Illinois Route 47 

 Safety on Illinois Route 47 

 Pro/Con opinions on a bypass alternative 

 Pro opinions on widening Illinois Route 47 

 Drainage and flooding 

 Addition of traffic signals and or crosswalks 

 Move project along quickly 

 Involve more property owners in the CAG 

Note: Six property owners/residents expressed interest in joining the Citizen Advisory 

Group and will be invited to the next round of meetings. 

 























~i ILLINOIS 47 

Public Meeting #1- February 3, 2010 

Comment Form 


The Illinois Department of Transportation (lOOT) is initiating the Illinois Route 47 Preliminary Engineering and 
Environmental (Phase I) Study. The Illinois Route 47 study area is located in the City of Woodstock and 
McHenry County, extending approximately 5 miles from US Route 14 on the south to Charles Road on the north. 
The study will take a detailed look at the current and future transportation needs of the corridor and includes an 
extensive public involvement process. 

lOOT encourages your input throughout the development process of this project. Please place your comment 

forms in the box marked COMMENTS; or fax to (847) 705-4159; or fold in thirds, tape closed, place a stamp and 

mail. In addition, the Project's website (www.IL47woodstockstudy.com) also accepts comments. 


Please send comments related to this meeting by February 18, 2010. Comments received by this date will 

become part of the public record for this meeting. 


Comments/Questions; 1H{s pr<oJttT 16>.A-tJ DtfDf11Jtdl1¥ 10 Rt:Ql4lh/ A~* a: fU1:U1 
ON ~O\1f1? \1\1 H2 I.{)M-q .frb 1lli? l}W&1D~ VlPt~ ~ IN i11{f\ID1Httf:1rtl,5 IS1 
l\:l\MlN ~~JZ~e t NDl JI yeA (OW liOR mAT c.A$> ~ 1tb2.mJ h& . 

wJ±\ltX' jZt\ffiL CON~i1tDQN t2 -AN 1tY1~n\1Jr lWl.f) RDlrw 41 CAtJNo1 JU~1 Be 
-AN 0YlC-Ik?N1 V\lfty Tb tyJOVE Ve±1U-:t5. [II> -It ?kg;[ DP -m[S' 1DRlN ANp {I 

(Optional, Please Print) 


Name ~~C+o. ~~ 

Affiliation _~~~__ ~_~ 


City/State \rI Oov?AvL-¥- ~ }1.­

Phone No. 


E"'iI Add,,~ JCo.Mpl?tM--i \Q)~-'Ifrrti) ,LDVl\ Iiiifi Iinois Department 
~ of TranspOrtation 

Do NOT add me to the mailing list: 

http:www.IL47woodstockstudy.com


ILLINOIS 47 

Public Meeting #1- February 3, 2010 

Comment Form 


The Jllinois Department of Transportation (lOOT) is initiating the Illinois Route 47 Preliminary Engineering and 
Environmental (Phase I) Study. The Illinois Route 47 study area is located in the City of Woodstock and 
McHenry County, extending approximately 5 miles from US Route 14 on the south to Charles Road on the north. 
The study will take a detailed look at the current and future transportation needs of the corridor and includes an 
extensive public involvement process. 

rOOT encourages your input throughout the development process of this project. Please place your comment 
forms in the box marked COMMENTS; or fax to (847) 705-4159; or fold in thirds, tape closed, place a stamp and 
mail. In addition, the Project's website (www.IL47woodstockstudy.com)alsoacceptscomments. 

Please send comments related to this meeting by February 18, 2010. Comments received by this date will 
become part of the pUblic record for this meeting. 
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Public Meeting #1- February 3, 2010 

Comment Form 


The Illinois Department of Transportation (lOOT) is initiating the Illinois Route 47 Preliminary Engineering and 
Environmental (Phase I) Study. The Illinois Route 47 study area is located in the City of Woodstock and 
McHenry County, extending approximately 5 miles from US Route 14 on the south to Charles Road on the north. 
The study will take a detailed look at the current and future transportation needs of the corridor and includes an 
extensive public involvement process. 

lOOT encourages your input throughout the development process of this project. Please place your comment 
forms in the box marked COMMENTS; or fax to (847) 705-4159; or fold in thirds, tape closed, place a stamp and 
mail. In addition, the Project's website (www.1L47woodstockstudy.com) also accepts comments. 

Please send comments related to this meeting by February 18, 2010. Comments received by this date will 
become part of the public record for this meeting. 
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Comment Form 


The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is initiating the Illinois Route 47 Preliminary Engineering and 
Environmental (Phase I) Study. The Illinois Route 47 study area is located in the City of Woodstock and 
McHenry County, extending approximately 5 miles from US Route 14 on the south to Charles Road on the north. 
The study will take a detailed look at the current and future transportation needs of the corridor and includes an 
extensive public involvement process. 

IDOT encourages your input throughout the development process of this project. Please place your comment 
forms in the box marked COMMENTS; or fax to (847) 705-4159; or fold in thirds, tape closed, place a stamp and 
mail. In addition, the Project's website (www.IL47woodstockstudy.com) also accepts comments. 

Please send comments related to this meeting by February 18, 2010. Comments received by this date will 
become part of the public record for this meeting. 
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IL 47 Web Comments  

David Chwalisz 
dave@chwalisz.org 
2/4/10 
#791 
 
As a resident, I am concerned about a long closure of the 47-McConnell Rd 
intersection. I would also like to see bicycle lanes and pedestrian sidewalks in 
new road construction (in any roads, not just 47) to facilitate alternatives to 
driving. The congestion in this corridor at peak times is very bad and we need 
to try to reduce the load. In addition, I would like to see a right-turn red arrow 
from westbound Lake St onto Northbound 47. When making a left from the 
eastbound South St left-turn lane, right turners cannot see the left turn arrow 
and are not aware that you will be turning, and I have had to sit in the middle 
of the intersection waiting for right turners to stop. A red right arrow would 
indicate the need for them to stop while letting oncoming left turners proceed, 
and allow for more rigorous enforcement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IL 47 Web Comments  

Robert Lambert 
Blambert_44@yahoo.com 
2/4/10 
#792 
 
I lived in Woodstock for nearly 30 years, within 3 blocks of 47, and worked at 
the Morton Labs there. I now live in Lake in the Hills but have ties to Woods-
stock. I have believed since the early '80s that an eastern by-bass is essential. 
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IL 47 Web Comments  

Dorathy Bobzin 
Dottie4n34@att.net 
2/7/10 
#804 
 
I hope that the new vision includes many opportunities to include single lane 
round-abouts as 47 goes through populated communities. It should not be 
necessary for me to list the positive aspects proven world-wide. This is a 
golden opportunity to save gas, lives, and money. 
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IL 47 Web Comments  

Walter Dembos Jr. 
wdjr22@yahoo.com 
2/12/10 
#842 
 
Input for the Preliminary Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study 
Capacity, capacity, capacity is the name of the game here. Route 47 from US 14 
to Charles Road on the north doesn’t have the capacity to deal with traffic flow 
during most daylight hours. A major mistake was made when a middle turn 
lane and curbing was added years ago. The road was not widened to 5 lanes 
and the cost of moving utilities was wasted. Moving northward from US 14 it 
is critical to take several actions to meet the future growing needs of the city 
of Woodstock and this corridor. Failure to do so will end up with the same bad 
judgments made on the creation of the Rakow Road connector extension of 
Randall Road (South of Crystal Lake) to IL 31 by the McHenry County Highway 
Department. The intersection of Lake St. and IL 47 needs to be enlarged to 
accommodate the backups that are constantly occurring here. Possibly 2 thru 
lanes for Lake Street are needed to ease constrictions. Do not put in dedicated 
left turn lanes with their own signals in the manner that is used at US 14 & IL 
47. Too many times motorists are sitting there waiting for a 2nd cycle of the 
signals when there is no approaching traffic. Next, the UP Railroad girder 
bridge north of Lake Street will have to be replaced with a unit that allows for 
5 lanes and 2 sidewalks for bicycle/pedestrian traffic. The McConnell Road 
intersection needs greater capacity for more southbound motorists from 
McConnell into IL 47 and for westbound vehicles from south bound IL 47 into 
McConnell Rd. Moving northward brings us to the next restriction at IL 47 & 
Country Club Road. The southbound left turn lane from IL 47 into Eastbound 
Country Club Road is not long enough to accommodate that traffic pattern. 
This causes southbound thru traffic on IL 47 to be restricted to one lane. 
Northbound IL 47 has an adequate length for a left turn lane into westbound 
East South Street. Left turns from northbound IL 47 into McDonalds should be 
prohibited north of Country Club Road. The intersection of IL 47 & Irving 
Ave/E. Judd ST presents some unique issues. Southbound Irving into 
southbound IL 47 requires a longer left turn lane. Eastbound Judd needs a 
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IL 47 Web Comments  

separate right turn lane into southbound IL 47 to eliminate backups on Judd. 
The left turn lane on eastbound Judd into northbound IL 47 could be extended 
2-3 car lengths if possible. This is not critical. IL 47’s crossing with IL 120 is 
just plain dreadful and I am at a loss for suggestions due to the closeness of 
buildings to the highway. You may have to acquire and knockdown buildings 
to have any success here. The city of Woodstock needs to Cul-De-Sac the 
intersection of Newell/Madison with IL 120 and remove that archaic stop sign 
at that intersection. It would eliminate a lot of wasted gas and potential 
“running the gauntlet” type of accidents. IL 47 and St. Johns Rd needs a short 
cycle light to get traffic into both northbound and southbound IL 47. IL 47 and 
Russel CT/Northwood Jr. HS is an intersection with high traffic volume at rush 
hours. Westbound Russel into southbound IL 47 sometimes takes 3 light 
cycles. Likewise northbound IL 47 into the Northwood School backs up due to 
the high volume of school bus traffic into and out of the school plus the added 
factor of students crossing the street. The McHenry County Municipal 
Complex has a lot of traffic! I don’t believe Ware Rd. needs a signal as traffic in 
and out is minimal during daylight hours. It has never backed up on me for the 
last 34 years. Finally, as we move northward on our 5 lanes, and we get to IL 
47 and Charles Rd. Let’s use some creative thinking here. Why not consider a 
round-de-bout. There is a great example in New Berlin Wisconsin at the 
intersection of Interstate 43 and Moorland Rd. Send a team out there for a 
road trip! Let’s think out of the box and let your engineers be creative. Besides 
traffic flow, think “how can we reduce auto emissions and wasted fuel as well 
as reducing accidents”. I make these statements based on 34 years of 
observation and Master’s Degrees in Mathematics/ Marketing with a second 
undergrad major in Environmental Biology. Sincerely, Walter Dembos Jr. 8403 
Concord Drive Woodstock, IL 60098-8156 815-338-6831 evenings, 815-382-
8298 days wdjr22@yahoo.com 
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IL 47 Web Comments  

Kevin Ivers 
Kevin.ivers@gmail.com 
2/16/10 
#844 
 
Very interested in this process. I am a Woodstock resident, residing a block or 
so from the intersection of IL-47 and IL-120. I remember being a child when 
47 was widened to accommodate a striped/open median left turn lane. That 
has served its purpose over the past several years. I think the default mode for 
the majority of US Rt. 14 to Charles Rd. can be two through lanes in each 
direction with a center median for left turn lanes. I also feel we can do better 
than just the striped or mountable median method. It will take much thought, 
but an attractive and more sustainable method (perhaps safer) would be the 
landscaped barrier through most of the route. Looking forward to this process 
continuing, and exploring how things can unfold, not only for the benefit of the 
local community, but for all who will travel through the area. 
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IL 47 Web Comments  

Andrew Celentano 
Andrew_ce@hotmail.com 
2/18/10 
#848 
 
Suggest new bridge to be built to allow bullet trains to avoid rebuilding if cost 
difference is not prohibitive. 
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IL 47 Web Comments  

Chuck Taylor 
cjonlyne@yahoo.com 
2/20/10 
#850 
 
Why not just leave this corridor alone, and use the exisiting route 14 by-pass? 
The section of this road from the corner of rt's. 47 & 14 was prepared for 4 
lanes back in the late 60's. So the road could run from rt.47 to Lamb Rd. and 
then turn back into rt. 47 out there at Charles Road. I'll bet it is a cheaper 
choice, and faster travel. 
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Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study 

Public Meeting #2 Summary – September 15, 2010  

 

Overview: 

The Illinois Route 47 study area is located in the City of Woodstock and McHenry County, 

extending approximately 5 miles from US Route 14 on the south to Charles Road on the 

north.  The Phase I Study will take a detailed look at the current and future transportation 

needs of the corridor.  The project will include an analysis of the existing roadways, 

drainage, intersection deficiencies, and an examination of the impacts that any proposed 

improvements will have on the community and environment.  It is anticipated that Phase I 

will take approximately 36 months to complete, and will strive to develop a long term 

improvement that will benefit motorists, residents, businesses, and economic development 

in the region.   

 

Identification of Stakeholders: 

Per IDOT’s CSS procedures, a stakeholder is anyone who could be affected by the project 

and has a stake in its outcome.  Stakeholders are identified as all residents of the study area 

and those interested parties that help IDOT understand the needs for, and concerns about, 

the transportation system.  IDOT can take this input, along with all of its other work and 

analysis, and use it to make planning and design decisions. 

 

The identification of stakeholders was done through a combination of desktop searches 

and input from local community leaders.  Stakeholders were categorized by specific area of 

interest such as regional planning, transit and transportation agencies, Chambers of 

Commerce, business/economic development, civic and activist groups, county, municipal 

and elected officials, legislators, libraries, media, school and park districts, property 

owners, public safety and utility agencies providers.  The initial list contained 

approximately 604 stakeholders.   

 

New stakeholders will be added to the initial stakeholder list throughout the project. All 

stakeholders expressing interest in the project will continue to be added to the project 

mailing/e-mailing list and will be able to participate in the process through various public 

outreach opportunities.  As of August 31st, 833 individuals were on the IL Route 47 

stakeholder list. 
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Display Ad: 

Below is the display ad notifying the public of the September 15, 2010 Public Meeting.  The 

ad includes the project tag line and logo, a brief explanation of what the project is about, 

and the opportunity to comment on the current and future needs and conditions along the 

study area. 

 

 

The display ad ran twice in two different publications running a total of four times. The size 

of the display ad was two columns by five inches and was placed in the Main News section 

of the publication.   

 

September 15, 2010 Public Meeting 

Ad Placements 

 

Publication Type Run Date Run Date 

The Northwest Herald Daily W,  Sept. 1 W, Sept. 8 

The Woodstock 

Independent 

Weekly W, Sept. 1 W, Sept. 8 
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PERSPECTiVES Newsletter: 

The PERSPECTiVES Newsletter is a publication that provides a format to keep the 

stakeholders informed about new project developments.  The second project newsletter 

focused on summaries of the first public meeting and first two Citizen Advisory Group 

meetings, the existing corridor conditions and deficiencies within the study area, an 

explanation of the project Purpose and Need, and next steps.   The Issue No. 2 September 

2010 Newsletter was mailed to all 833 stakeholders on August 31, 2010.  The Newsletter 

also acted as the formal invitation to Public Meeting #2 on September 15, 2010. 
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Press Release: 

The press release announcing the September 15, 2010 Public Meeting was written and 

approved based on IDOT’s communications guidelines.  The press release was issued to the 

following media outlets and posted to the project website, www.il47woodstockstudy.com, 

on August 31, 2010. 

 

� ABC 7 News  

� CBS 2 News 

� Chicago Public Radio 

� Chicago Sun Times 

� CLTV 

� Copley News Service 

� Crain’s Chicago Business 

� Dodge Construction News 

� ENR 

� Fox 32 News 

� NBC 5 News 

� Northwest Herald 

� The Chicago Tribune 

� The Daily Herald 

� Tribune Broadcasting 

� WBBM FM/AM Radio 

� WFXW Radio 

� WGN 9 News 

� WGN Radio 720 

� WLS Radio 

� WLS TV 

� Woodstock Independent 

� WXT The Score 670 

 

 

3rd Party Announcements: 

In addition to the newsletter and display ad, an effective way to reach stakeholders is to 

announce the public meeting on various local websites.  The display ad and the press 

release was emailed to the below locations for inclusion on their website home page, 

mention at board meetings, inclusion in local newsletters, or to forward onto co-workers. 
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� City of Woodstock 

 

� Woodstock Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

 

� Woodstock Downtown Business Association 

 

� McHenry County 

 

� McHenry County DOT 

 

� McHenry County Convention and Visitors Bureau 

 

� McHenry County Economic Development Corporation 

 

Public Meeting #2 Summary 

The second public meeting for the Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study was held on Wednesday, 

September 15, 2010 at the Challenger Learning Center, 222 Church Street, Woodstock, 

Illinois from 4 – 7 PM.  The meeting was an open house format with a continuous 

PowerPoint presentation, exhibit boards for review, and large scale aerials of the study 

area to which meeting attendees were encouraged to provide suggestions for the 

development of project alternatives, and also identify issues and concerns.   The meeting 

was attended by 64 people, and 9 comment forms were received. 

 

The following public officials were in attendance: 

 

-City of Woodstock: 

• Mayor Brian Sager 

• RB Thompson, City Council Member 

• John Isbell, Public Works Director 

• Jeff Van Landuyt, Asst. Public Works Director 

• Joan Mansfield, Transportation Commission 

• Andrew Celentano, Transportation Commission 

-Dorr Township Supervisor Robert Pierce 

-McHenry County Board Member Ersel Schuster 

-McHenry County Planning & Development:  Sean Foley 

-State Representative Jack Franks 

-Pace:  Tim Dilsaver 
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Additional agencies/organizations represented included: 

-McHenry County Bicycle Advocates:  Joe Lewis 

-Illinois Trails Conservancy:  Bev Moore 

 

The following Media were represented: 

-Woodstock Independent Newspaper:  Mike Neumann 

 

The Project Study Group Attendees included: 

IDOT: 

� Steve Schilke 

� John Baczek 

� Rick Wojcik 

� Sue Palmer 

� Mike Cullian 

� Cary Lewis 

� Patrick Rinosa 

� Mir Mustafa 

� Ojas Patel 

 

Strand Associates: 

� Darcie Gabrisko 

� Adam Moline 

� Amanda Johnson 

 

Images, Inc. 

� Jennifer Diomar 

� Mary Rose Donahue 

� Carrie Hansen 

 

The 9 comment forms submitted covered a variety of topics, with the most predominant 

themes including:   

 

-Support for a western by-pass (in 4 comments) 

-Inclusion of sidewalks and bike paths (in 3 comments) 

-Widen Route 47 (in 2 comments) 

-Support for an eastern by-pass using Zimmerman to Raffel (in 2 comments) 
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Additional comment topics included property impacts, signal timing, consolidation of 

access points, the reconfiguration of the Calhoun intersection, the extension of McConnell 

Road over the UP RR tracks, keeping current Route 47 ROW but making a center 

continuous turn lane, making Route 47 a “business route” with traffic circles, maintaining a 

consistent number of lanes throughout the corridor, and making sure bicyclists in power 

point photos are wearing helmets. 

 

The Public Meeting comment period ended Thursday, September 30, 2010. 
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t' ILLINOIS 47 
RoadUS Route 14 

Public Meeting #2- September 15, 2010 

Comment Form 


The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) has initiated the Illinois Route 47 Preliminary Engineering and 
Environmental (Phase I) Study. The Illinois Route 47 study area is located in the City of Woodstock and 
McHenry County, extending approximately 5 miles from US Route 14 on the south to Charles Road on the north. 
The study is taking a detailed look at the current and future transportation needs of the corridor and includes an 
extensive public involvement process. 

IDOT encourages your input throughout the development process of this project. Please place your comment 
forms in the box marked COMMENTS; or fax to (847) 705-4159; or fold in thirds, tape closed, place a stamp and 
mail. In addition, the project's website (www.IIA7woodstockstudy.com)also accepts comments. 

Please send comments related to this meeting by September 30, 2010. Comments received by this date will 
become part of the public record for this meeting. 

Comments/Questions:_-.-::.(,;...;.\.'--J.....;<2:::=::.-::J~7.....;(.:!=[ft;;.!...;..!.IJ=-_~....L...::::J:.....y'-V..;..-_4.:..--1_j__/)_/_"v_0.;;;,. r-(?If_C_~_(L ' U_f_I_;{_V..,;:c:.._, 
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IL Route 47 from US 14 to Charles Road 

 Preliminary Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study 

Public Meeting #3 Summary 

Public Meeting #3 Summary  
 
The third public meeting for the IL Route 47 from US 14 to Charles Road Preliminary Engineering and 
Environmental (Phase I) Study was held on Wednesday, July 9, 2014 at the Challenger Learning Center, 
222 Church Street, Woodstock, IL from 4 – 7 PM. The public meeting was conducted in an open house 
format. 
 

There were two rooms available for the public to view project materials, one room displayed a continuous 
audio-visual presentation that included information regarding the project overview, a review of the 
Purpose and Need, alternatives being considered, request for feedback on intersection alternatives and 
access management, and the next steps of the project.  The second room contained exhibit boards and 
roll plot maps, and attendees had the opportunity to speak with representatives from IDOT and the 
Project Study team. The meeting was attended by 75 people and 27 comments were received within the 
comment period, which ended on July 23, 2014. 

Identification of Stakeholders 
 

Per IDOT’s Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) procedures, a stakeholder is anyone who could be affected 
by the project and has a stake in its outcome. Stakeholders are identified as all residents of the study area 
and interested parties that help IDOT understand the needs for, and concerns about, the transportation 
system. IDOT can take this input, along with all of its other work and analysis, and use it to make planning 
and design decisions.  

The identification of stakeholders was done through a combination of desktop searches and input from 
local community leaders. Stakeholders were categorized by specific area of interest such as regional 
planning, transit and transportation agencies, Chambers of Commerce, business/economic development, 
civic and activist groups, county, municipal and elected officials, legislators, libraries, media, school and 
park districts, property owners, public safety and utility agencies providers.  

New stakeholders will be added to the initial stakeholder list throughout the project. All stakeholders 
expressing interest in the project will continue to be added to the project mailing list and will be able to 
participate in the process through various public outreach opportunities. 
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Public Involvement Efforts 

Display Ad:  
Below is the display ad notifying the public of the Wednesday, July 9, 2014 Public Meeting. The ad 
included the purpose of the meeting, a description of the meeting layout, and contact information. 
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The display ad ran in the following newspapers.  

Publication  Type Run Date(s) 

Daily Herald  Daily 
 
Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
Wednesday, July 2, 2014 

The Northwest Herald  Daily 
 
Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
Wednesday, July 2, 2014 

The Woodstock Independent  Daily 
 
Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
Wednesday, July 2, 2014 

 

Newsletter: 
A four-page newsletter which also served as the public meeting invitation was produced and mailed to 
650 stakeholders two (2) weeks prior to the public meeting. The newsletter provided an update on the 
project as well as provided information on the date, time, location and format of the third public meeting.  
Copies of the newsletter were also made available at the meeting and on the project website for anyone 
who did not receive a copy beforehand.  The following article topics were included: 

 Issues and Concerns 

 Preferred On-Alignment Alternatives 

 Information about the CAG 

 Project Benefits 

 Alternative Evaluation Criteria 

 Benefits of a Barrier Curb Median 

 What is a modern roundabout? 

 Next Steps 

 Public Meeting information 
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Press Release: 
A press release announcing the public meeting was distributed through IDOT’s Office of Communication, 
the press release was also posted on the project website. 
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E-blast Invitation: 
In addition to the advertisements, press release, and newsletter mailing, the third public meeting was 
announced to stakeholders on June 25, 2014 via electronic invitations to those stakeholders that 
provided email addresses. Reminder invitations were also sent before the meeting was held.  
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3rd Party Outreach: 
Third party outreach included the following efforts by the city of Woodstock; the newsletter was 
displayed on the city’s website, the public meeting was announced on social media pages, and a 
mention of the meeting was included in the weekly e-news article.  

Attendance   
 
The following officials were in attendance: 
-City of Woodstock: Dr. Brian Sager, Roscoe Stelford, Cort Carlson, Paul Rusko, Alan Wilson, Joseph 

Napolitano, RB Thompson 

-McHenry County: Tina Hill, Anna May Miller, Joseph Gottemoller, Mary McCann, Paula Yensen 

-Dorr Township: Bob Pierce, Christian Cantwell 

 

Additional agencies/organizations represented: 

-US Environmental Protection Agency: Bob O’Brien 

-McHenry County Department of Transportation: Wally Dittrich, Jeff Young 

-McHenry County Conservation District: Amy Peters  

-Metra: Rick Mack 

 

Businesses represented: 

-Lane Construction 

-Blue Ribbon Millwork 

-A Hartlett & Son 

-Goodyear Auto Tech Centers 

-First Presbyterian Church of Woodstock 

-Auto Tech 

-Plote Construction 

-Zachari Enterprises 

 

Media outlets represented: 

-The Woodstock Independent  

 
 
 
 
 



 

7 IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road Public Meeting #3 Post - Summary - Images, Inc.  9/8/14 

 
 

Comments 
The project comment period was open from July 9, 2014 to July 23, 2014. Within this period the project 
received 27 comments as well as 21 roll plot comments. The topics include the following: 
 
Common Comment themes include: 
 

 Pedestrian accommodations  

 Support of Roundabouts  

 Access management 

 Expansion of roadway  

 Delivery/truck management 

 Drainage 

 PACE coordination  

 Effect on business  

 Alternative route simulation  

 Roundabout safety  

 Funding  

 Need for different/additional roundabout locations  

 Barrier curb median  

 Signalized intersection design concepts  

 Directional change of Greenwood Ave.  

 Land acquisition  

 Right-of-way  

 Road closures  

 CAG Interest 
 
 
 
 
 

 











































































Web Comment 
 
 
David Chwalisz 
buy@chwalisz.org  
815-337-7429  
2006 Harrow Gate Drive 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
 
7/13/2014 
CS # 1169 
 

I agree with the commenter at the open house who asked that the roundabout at Lake St be moved northwest to 

avoid three brothers. Seems like the field there could be used to save a local landmark. 

I do like roundabouts, have driven them in England.  I think the continuous flow will be a big win, especially at Lake St 

and McConnell roads, when I spend 10 minutes on northbound 47 when traffic backs up on 47 at McConnell. I also 

like not having to wait for a light to make a left from McConnell to SB 47. 

I asked several folks here and they all hated roundabouts. Upon further discussion, they had bad experiences where 

other drivers could not figure them out and caused accidents. Perhaps you can deploy traffic cops at the roundabouts 

for the first week to supply guidance for the new users, and we will be much better off. 

I love the idea of the bike lane up 47. I wish we could add a bike lane to McConnell in the same project, as it is really 

dangerous to ride bikes on the sharp shouldered road. 

The left at WB Calhoun will be a potential bottleneck. Mayor Sager and I discussed closing Calhoun at 47 and rerouting 

Country Club in back of McDonald's. Can you put another roundabout at Calhoun? 



July	
  23,	
  2014	
  
Dr.	
  John	
  Evans	
  
Woodstock,	
  IL	
  60098	
  
docjfe@comcast.net	
  
Web	
  Comment	
  
CS#:	
  1179	
  
	
  
This	
  is	
  a	
  test	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
July	
  23,	
  2014	
  
Dr.	
  John	
  Evans	
  
Dental	
  Center	
  
669	
  S.	
  Eastwood	
  Dr.	
  
Woodstock,	
  IL	
  60098	
  
docjfe@comcast.net	
  
Web	
  Comment	
  
CS#:	
  1180	
  
	
  
As	
  I	
  told	
  John	
  Baldauf,	
  I	
  have	
  two	
  suggestions	
  regarding	
  the	
  project.	
  	
  First,	
  I	
  think	
  
that	
  a	
  film/video	
  showing	
  a	
  working	
  roundabout	
  at	
  peak	
  use	
  and	
  off-­‐peak	
  use	
  would	
  
be	
  very	
  helpful	
  to	
  allay	
  fears	
  of	
  their	
  use.	
  	
  Second,	
  my	
  office	
  is	
  located	
  at	
  #669	
  S.	
  
Eastwood	
  Dr..	
  	
  The	
  parking	
  lots	
  along	
  this	
  section	
  of	
  the	
  east	
  side	
  of	
  Rte.	
  47	
  are	
  all	
  
connected	
  except	
  between	
  the	
  Gas	
  Cap	
  Service	
  Station	
  at	
  #401	
  and	
  the	
  Eastwood	
  
Service	
  Center	
  at	
  #385.	
  	
  If	
  an	
  access	
  roadway	
  were	
  built	
  between	
  these	
  properties	
  
then	
  continuous	
  "off-­‐road"	
  access	
  would	
  be	
  provided	
  to	
  Country	
  Club	
  Road	
  and	
  its	
  
intersection	
  with	
  Rte.	
  47.	
  	
  From	
  there	
  controlled	
  turns	
  both	
  north	
  and	
  south	
  onto	
  47	
  
could	
  be	
  made.	
  	
  Thank	
  you!	
  



Web	
  Comment	
  
	
  

Craig	
  Hallenstein	
  
craighallenstein@gmail.com	
  
312-­‐303-­‐2080	
  
481	
  W.	
  Judd	
  St.	
  
Woodstock,	
  IL	
  60098	
  
	
  
7/16/2014	
  
CS#	
  1173	
  
	
  
Roundabouts	
  are	
  perfect	
  for	
  Woodstock.	
  Time	
  saving.	
  Cost	
  saving.	
  Easy	
  to	
  learn	
  how	
  
to	
  navigate.	
  Six	
  in	
  a	
  row	
  on	
  Rt.	
  89	
  in	
  Sedona,	
  AZ	
  keep	
  traffic	
  moving	
  and	
  are	
  fun	
  to	
  
use.	
  Europeans	
  love	
  them.	
  Let's	
  move	
  into	
  the	
  21st	
  century.	
  People	
  were	
  afraid	
  of	
  
cars	
  once	
  too.	
  



Illinois	
  Route	
  47	
  
	
  
September	
  4,	
  2014	
  
Jim	
  Potts	
  
Jim	
  Potts	
  Motor	
  Group	
  
1033	
  Wanda	
  ln	
  
Woodstock,	
  IL	
  60098	
  
jim@jimpotts.com	
  
815-­‐338-­‐0640	
  
CS#	
  1190	
  
	
  
How	
  did	
  this	
  info	
  get	
  out	
  with	
  out	
  talking	
  to	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  Wanda	
  lane	
  land	
  owners?	
  
Why	
  has	
  there	
  not	
  been	
  any	
  info	
  sent	
  to	
  me	
  ?	
  My	
  business	
  is	
  not	
  for	
  sale,	
  nor	
  is	
  my	
  
land.	
  I	
  would	
  of	
  expected	
  some	
  info	
  on	
  this	
  before	
  hearing	
  we	
  may	
  be	
  removed	
  from	
  
the	
  community.	
  Nice	
  way	
  to	
  repay	
  a	
  taxpayer	
  and	
  employer.	
  



Web Comment 
 
 
Lind Theodore 
lindted@hotmail.com 
815-337-3673 
11201 Dorham Lane 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
 
7/12/2014 
CS # 1168 
 

I am in favor of the Roundabout approach. Is there any information on safety on projects where this has been done? 

Particularly pedestrian safety. A round about seems like it will make it much more difficult to cross the streets since 

there is not light. 



Web Comment 
 
 
Dan Schug 
3015 Raycraft Road 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
dschug@baxterwoodman.com 
 
7/10/2014 
CS # 1119 
 

The roundabout concept will work nicely at these intersections.  With all the land acquisition at IL 120, consider 

adding a roundabout there as well.  The roundabout concept at Lake and McConnell is a great cost saving measure 

that will also decrease delay. 







Web Comment 
 
David Stumpf 
1101 Alpine Lane 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
omapalodge@stumpf.org 
815-333-5330 
 
July 22, 2014 
CS#: 1176 
 
Having lived in New England, I love the roundabout plans!  They will save fast 
amounts of time, gas, wear & tear, road costs, etc.  Trucks will benefit too. 



Web Comment 
 
 
Hilde Trenkler 
hilde.trenkler@hotmail.com 
815-337-0775 
642 E. Calhoun Street 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
 
7/23/2014 
CS # 1177 
 

Please consider the following in your project planning: 

1. If roundabouts are to be put in any of the intersections proposed, please make sure they're large enough in size to 

accommodate semi-trucks, overload size trucks, and other large vehicles pulling trailers, etc. 

2. Pedestrian crossings are needed at Rt. 47 and South Street (by Jewel & McDonald's ) and at Rt. 47 and Judd St (by 

Wisted's), as many people who go grocery shopping on foot, need to be more protected. 

3. Drainage concerns:  Raintree Park (behind McDonald's) has a drainage pond behind it. Sometimes during severe 

weather, the pond has overflowed into residents' back yards who live on Calhoun Street. Please make sure the water 

volume to this storm drainage area is decreased, not increased.  

Thank you. 

Hilde Trenkler 
642 E. Calhoun St. 
Woodstock, IL 60098 



Web Comment 
 
 
Gregg Welch 
welch-g@sbcglobal.net 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
 
7/23/2014 
CS # 1178 
 

My family and I have lived on Rt. 47 near Grove Street for 15 years. Though I understand the need for traffic 

improvements in the business corridor south of Rt. 120, I don't see the need for adding two lanes north of 120. The 

amount of traffic utilizing this section of Rt. 47 or the projected increase of traffic could easily be handled by an 

improvement of the 120/47 intersection. Right turn lanes and extended left turn lanes should easily clear up any 

potential problems. The biggest problem we see with backup is due to school bus pickup just south of grove street. 

Adding a second southbound lane doesn't eliminate the need for vehicles to stop. Also, I have concerns that adding 

the second lane will actually increase the incidence of speeding vehicles. At least this has been my observation when 

traveling in other improvement areas. Also, the traffic approaching the crest just north of Christian Way needs slowing 

down. Maybe clearer warnings of the impending stop light and a reduction from 35mph to 30mph a 1/4 mile sooner 

as well as a 30mph to 25mph reduction at the top of the hill would reduce accidents at the stop. 







Web Comment 
 
Thomas Peterson 
UPS Store #5204 
123 Eastwood Drive 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
tpeterson10@me.com 
815-546-0894 
 
July 21, 2014 
CS#: 1175 
 
I have a business on RT 47 in Woodstock and I am struggling with all of the 
misinformation I am hearing about the widening of Rt 47 north of Rt 14 in 
Woodstock. Where can I go to get the latest information on this project it was my 
understanding that the widening of Rt 47 was going to stop at RT 14 in Woodstock. 
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WHO SUBMITTED COMMENTS AS A PART OF PUBLIC MEETING 3. INSTEAD,

COMMENTS WOULD BE ADDRESS IN AN FAQ SECTION IN THE NEXT PROJECT
BROCHURE.
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1 Illinois Route 47 Citizen Advisory Group #1 Summary
 

 
 Illinois Route 47  

Citizen Advisory Group Meeting #1  
January 21, 2010  

 
Overview:  
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation has initiated a Phase I engineering study of Illinois 
Route 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  An extensive public involvement plan is intended to 
engage stakeholders.  A Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) was developed.  The CAG consists of 
invited community leaders such as the Mayor and/or Manager in the study area and the 
Chairman of the McHenry County Board or their designees. CAG members also include 
stakeholders with expertise or technical interest in the areas of transportation, land use, 
environment and economic development in the study area. The CAG serves as an important 
advisory role and will discuss many issues such as transportation system needs, a range of 
potential alternatives and an evaluation of these alternatives. CAG members will meet 
throughout the duration of the project, providing input and consensus at key project 
milestones.  

 

CAG Meeting #1:  

 
The first CAG meeting for Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study was held on January 21, 2010 at Bull 
Valley Golf Club, 1311 Club Road, Woodstock, Illinois from 9‐11:30AM. The first portion of the 
meeting included a PowerPoint presentation focusing on the study process, schedule, public 
outreach program, and CAG member roles and responsibilities. The second portion of the 
meeting was an interactive workshop. During the workshop, the group identified 
transportation issues/concerns of the corridor and project objectives for Issues and 
Concerns/Goals and Objectives Summary (See Pages 5‐11). 

To announce the January 21, 2010 CAG meeting #1, an E‐invitation was created (See Page 2). 
The invitation was sent on January 6, 2010 to 37 CAG members.  The meeting was attended by 
19. 
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The following CAG members were in attendance:  

Table 1  
Sarah Hudson, Woodstock Transportation Commission  
Jason Osborn, McHenry County Division of Transportation 
Robert Pierce, Dorr Township Supervisor 
Tim Clifton, City of Woodstock Administrator 
Rich Ahrens, City of Woodstock City Council Member 
Table 2  
Andrew Celentano, Woodstock Transportation Commission  
Terry Egan, Christian Life Services President 
Sarah Lutz, McHenry County  
Joan Mansfield, Woodstock Transportation Commission  
Jeff Van Landuyt, City of Woodstock Assistant Director of Public Works 
Table 3  
John Isbell, City of Woodstock Director of Public Works 
Martin Victory, Woodstock Transportation Commission  
Linda Van Dyke, Woodstock School District #200 Director of Transportation 
Table 4  
Mark Heckman, Woodstock School District #200 Assistant Superintendent 
Cary Sue Lavan, Woodstock Transportation Commission  
Barbara Klasen, Greenwood Township Supervisor 
Jack Porter, Woodstock Plan Commission  
Maureen Larson, City of Woodstock City Council Member 
 
 
*Note: McHenry County Board Chairman, Ken Koehler, was also in attendance. 
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Comments  
The CAG members were invited to submit comments/feedback in regards to the meeting 
(format, time, location, etc.) via comment form, website (www.IL47woodstockstudy.com), or 
mail. Two comment forms were received at the January 21, 2010 CAG Meeting and included 
positive feedback about meeting format, specifically having facilitators at each table, and 
meeting time.  
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Issues and Concerns / Goals and Objectives Summary  
Issues and Concerns  
Table 1 (Yellow)  
Susan Hudson, Jason Osborn, Robert Pierce, Tim Clifton, Rich Ahrens  
Congestion  
Railroad overpass / the bridge  
Alternate railroad grade‐separated crossing  
Increase traffic flow  
‐More lanes / capacity  
‐Increase speed / no reduction of current speed limits  
‐No new signals / limit additional stoplights  
Traffic congestion? Local vs. through  
Lake Avenue and McConnell operations  
Safety  
Emergency vehicle preemption / operations  
Pedestrian safety  
‐Safety issues relative to pedestrian oriented transportation  
Business Impact  
Efficient access  
Frontage roads / limited curb cuts  
Connect to square  
Cross access easements  
Inhibits economic development and/or re‐development  
Land Acquisition  
Right of way  
Impact on Route 47 residents north of Route 120  
Inadequate ROW / setback  
Environmental  
More green space / aesthetics/green space is limited  
Kishwaukee River Basin (headwaters)  
Alternative Transportation  
Few sidewalks / bike paths  
Pedestrian / bike access and safety  
Bus service / lanes (PACE)  
Bus accommodation (school and PACE)  
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Table 2 (Green)  
Andrew Celentano, Terry Egan, Sarah Lutz, Joan Mansfield, Jeff VanLanduyt  
Congestion  
Turning movements especially Lake Avenue at Route 47  
Lake and 47 traffic backups  
Traffic congestion  
Turn lanes  
Signalization  
Traffic signal timing and number  
Too many stop lights  
Traffic stacking  
Railroad viaduct / overpass / width of viaduct  
Volumes  
Lack of alternative routes  
Access  
# of access points  
‐Numerous access points (especially near intersections)  
Service roads  
Frontage roads  
Right of Way  
Acquisition of additional right‐of‐way  
Certainty  
Assurance of approved building projects  
Non­Motorized Transportation  
Safety and accommodation  
‐Pedestrians and seniors  
‐Bicyclists  
‐Bus transit  
‐Schools  
Pedestrian and bicycle access  
Recreational paths and sidewalks  
Bike lanes  
Pedestrian crossing  
Safe crossing for non‐vehicular traffic  
School crossing  
Bus transit present, but not accommodated with stops / facilities  
Utilities  
Sewer and water relocation  
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Table 3 (Pink)  
John Isbell, Martin Victory, Linda VanDyke  
Congestion  
Main road thru Woodstock  
Truck traffic  
Impact of tollway access  
Congestion, Congestion, Congestion!  
Congestion of local traffic  
Heading south – 2 lanes into 1 lane  
Delays and safety concerns from turning movements  
Route 47 is the only main road through Woodstock  
Safety  
Speed limits  
Children walking to school  
Lack of pedestrian / bike crossing  
Left turn conflicts  
Congestion obstructs making left turns  
Buses have difficulty entering / exiting Route 47  
Too many side streets trying to enter / exit Route 47  
Timing of stop lights  
Capacity Limitations  
Railroad bridge / railroad overpass width  
Aesthetics  
Funding  
Sense of urgency  
Schedule  
 
Table 4 (Blue)  
Mark Heckman, Cary Sue Lavan, Barbara Klasan, Jack Porter, Maureen Larson  
Congestion  
Traffic flow  
‐Lanes  
‐Light timing  
Traffic signals  
Railroad bridge / “bottleneck”  
Railroad underpass  
Widening underpass  
Stacking issues ‐ stacking distance on right hand and left hand turns  
Traffic control devices on north end (Lutheran Church)  
Stop light flow is not conducive to continued movement  
Congestion – no flow  
Intersection of Route 120 and Route 47  
Gaining access by crossing lanes is impossible  
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Public Safety  
Walk / bike on 47  
Pedestrian walkways  
Emergency vehicles are difficult to manage on Route 47 with traffic pattern  
Public modes of transportation  
Property Protection and Concerns  
Alternative routes are taxed due to Route 47 avoidance  
Preserving property rights  
Business concerns during construction  
Access  
Access to commercial driveways  
Limit access to commercial driveways  
Conflict of access – turn lanes  
Quantity of access points  
Ease of access  
Multiple entry / exit access roads / business slows flow  
Curb cuts / difficulty for retailers  
Design and Environmental  
Drainage issues  
Aesthetics  
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Goals and Objectives  
Table 1 (Yellow)  
Susan Hudson, Jason Osborn, Robert Pierce, Tim Clifton, Rich Ahrens  
Promote public input and community involvement in selection of alternative  
Expedite / accelerate planning and design to reduce time to construction  
Improve access to business and enterprise  
Tax base impact / go to Crystal Lake because easier to get to  
Provide adequate space to incorporate environmental requirements and aesthetic 
designs  
Facilitate pedestrian and bike movement on corridor  
Create a roadway / gateway that takes us to 2030  
Make Woodstock / IL 47 a destination  
Table 2 (Green)  
Andrew Celentano, Terry Egan, Sarah Lutz, Joan Mansfield, Jeff VanLanduyt  
Increase mobility by reducing congestion  
Reduce congestion  
Reduce delay in the corridor  
Reduce congestion along the corridor  
Optimize signals  
Reduce traffic volumes / provide alternative routes  
Increase mobility  
Widen bridge / tunnels to side  
Create political, business, state, federal, school, and county partnerships  
Maintain or improve emergency vehicle access  
Improve emergency access  
Minimize impact on local business  
Develop plentiful access for vehicles  
Maintain or improve business access  
Communicate with and support private property and business owners  
Develop frontage road / service road program  
Create gateway into and out of city utilizing architectural or horticultural effects  
Interstate business community  
Identify and improve existing and future storm water drainage and flooding potential 
while improving water quality  
Acquire sufficient right­of­way for:  
Future growth  
Utilities  
Bicycle and pedestrian accommodation  
Acquire right of way beyond immediate need  
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Examine all alternatives in planning, including:  
Project phasing options to make funding more attainable  
Bypass  
Funding  
‐State  
‐Federal  
‐County  
‐City – TIF  
‐Enterprise zone  
Safety  
Achieve safe pathways for pedestrians and cyclists  
Provide a safe travel path for pedestrians and bicyclists for the length of the corridor  

Create intersections to include pedestrian islands for the safe crossing of multiple lanes  
Provide pedestrian and bicycle, public transit access and safety  
Provide 5’‐6’ wide recreational path on at least 1 side of new roadway  
 
Table 3 (Pink)  
John Isbell, Martin Victory, Linda VanDyke  
Decrease Congestion  
Meet future growth  
Local as well as commuting traffic  
To meet the needs of a growing community  
Increase capacity and decrease congestion  
To insure a safe traffic pattern for local and commuting population  
Safety  
Improve turn movements and improve safety  
Define Sense of Urgency  
Start construction asap  
Shorten planning process  
Need to get done as soon as possible getting funds and starting project  
Improve Non­Motor Options  
Walk  
Bike  
Bus  
Car pool  
Improve traffic flow / consider pedestrians  
To search for an improved traffic movement with pedestrians as the focus  
Funding  
Develop city‐county‐state‐federal project support and funding  
Explore funding through all avenues that may be available  
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Table 4 (Blue)  
Mark Heckman, Cary Sue Lavan, Barbara Klasan, Jack Porter, Maureen Larson  
Relieve congestion by improving flow  
Address the railroad issue sooner vs. later  
Provide access to thru traffic (Huntley to Lake Geneva)  
Access roads into / out of town  
Provide ease of mobility and access  
Pedestrian / bike  
Vehicular  
Public  
Commercial  
Increase mobility to move through town and within town  
Proper placement of control devices  
Eliminate traffic congestion in town  
Improve the overall traffic flow on Route 47  
Reduce the time to travel from Route 14 to Charles Road significantly  
Business Concerns  
Create a well‐designed corridor that benefits businesses  
Enhance business access and exit through quality design  
Address concerns of business owners  
Property Rights  
Deal fairly and respect property rights  
Arrive at a Good Design  
Through environmental awareness and public input  
Use best management practices (BMPs)  
Aware of public concerns  
Listen to public input  
Quality of Life  
Create a design that preserves the quality of life and the unique character of Woodstock  
Maintain the feel of Woodstock (hometown / small town)  
Provide walk / bike ways in town  
Change Route 47 from the worst part of town to an area that fits with and reflects Woodstock  
Create a highway design that is aesthetically pleasing and complements Woodstock  
Identify alternate route solutions that make sense and can be supported by the community  
 
 
 
 
At the conclusion of the workshop, a brief overview of the next steps in the study process was 
outlined, including the preparation and presentation of the Existing Conditions and 
Deficiencies analyses, and the draft Problem Statement at CAG Meeting #2, tentatively 
scheduled for March, 2010. 
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Illinois Route 47 

Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting #2 

March 18, 2010 

 

CAG Meeting #2: 

The second CAG meeting for the Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study was held on March 18, 

2010 at Bull Valley Golf Club, 1311 Club Road, Woodstock, Illinois from 9:00 a.m.–12:00 

p.m. The meeting included a PowerPoint presentation which recapped CAG Meeting #1 

and Public Meeting #1, discussed the Draft Problem Statement created by using 

stakeholder feedback from CAG Meeting #1 and the Public Meeting #1 comment period, 

and reviewed the existing conditions and deficiencies in the corridor. 
 

To announce the March 18, 2010 CAG Meeting #2, an E-invitation was created. 
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The above invitation was sent on March 4, 2010 to 41 CAG members; the meeting was 

attended by 24. The following CAG members were in attendance: 

TABLE 1 
 

1. Susan Hudson, Woodstock Transportation Commission 

2. Bob Pierce, Dorr Township Supervisor 

3. Tim Clifton, City of Woodstock - Manager 

4. Dick Ahrens, City of Woodstock - Councilman 

 

TABLE 2 
 

1. Andrew Celentano, Woodstock Transportation Commission 

2. Terry Egan, Christian Life Services 

3. Jeff Van Landuyt, City of Woodstock Asst. PW Director 

4. Mayor Brian Sager, City of Woodstock 

5. Milt Sees, City of Woodstock Consultant 

 

TABLE 3 
 

1. John Isbell, City of Woodstock PW Director 

2. Linda Van Dyke, Woodstock School District 200 

3. Dan Dembinski, Pace 

4. Eberhard Veit, McHenry County Bicycle Advocates 

5. Rick Mack, Metra 

6. Randy Newkirk, HLR Engineering 

 

TABLE 4 
 

1. Cary Sue Lavan, Woodstock Transportation Commission 

2. Barbara Klasen, Greenwood Township Supervisor 

3. Jack Porter, Woodstock Plan Commission 

4. Larry Piekos, Cycle Craft Yamaha 

5. Maureen Larson, City of Woodstock – Councilman 

6. R.B. Thompson, City of Woodstock - Councilman 

 

TABLE 5 

1. Jeff Young, McHenry County DOT 

2. Sarah Lutz, McHenry County DOT 

3. Sean Foley, McHenry County Planning and Development 
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Comments 
The CAG members were invited to submit comment/feedback about the Draft Problem 

Statement sent with the E-Invitation from March 4, 2010 to March 17, 2010. No comments 

were submitted prior to the March 18, 2010 meeting. During the March 18, 2010 meeting, 

CAG members provided comment/feedback regarding the Draft Problem Statement to the 

Project Study Team as follows: 

 

Draft Problem Statement Comment/Feedback 

A variety of comments and feedback about the Draft Problem Statement were received at 

the March 18, 2010 CAG Meeting #2. After CAG member and Study Team discussion, five 

changes were considered: 

 
• Remove “insufficient capacity” and replace with “The current roadways…” 

• Add a statement on aesthetics/green space 

• Remove “avoiding and/or minimizing” and replace with “improve” 

• Add a statement on sense of urgency 

• Remove “increased” and replace with “increasing” 

 
It was decided the Draft Problem Statement would include a statement on sense of urgency 

and remove the word “increased” and replace with “increasing”. The other suggestions 

were not included for the following reasons: the removal of the word “insufficient capacity” 

was not agreed upon by other CAG members, the removal of the words “avoiding and/or 

minimizing” and replacement with the word “improve” was not applicable because the 

Study Team cannot guarantee the surrounding environment would be improved as a result 

of the study process, and the inclusion of a statement on aesthetics/green space was 

unnecessary because aesthetics/ green space are included under the elements of quality of 

life, community character of Woodstock, and current community land use plans. 
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Revised Problem Statement 

The Illinois Route 47 (US 14 to Charles Road) corridor is a transportation network of 

roadway, freight and commuter rail, and non-motorized facilities and services. Increasing 

travel demands on Illinois Route 47 are creating safety and operational deficiencies along 

the roadway and its intersections. The insufficient capacity of the roadway to manage 

travel demands creates congestion, limits mobility, hinders safe access of adjacent 

properties and businesses, and leads to safety issues for motorists, bicyclists, and 

pedestrians. Both pedestrian access to adjacent land uses, and bicycle accessibility through 

and across the corridor are limited. 
 

The existing built environment along Illinois Route 47, including the constriction at the 

Union Pacific Railroad Bridge, presents challenges in improving the corridor’s 

transportation elements. Solutions to the transportation deficiencies need to be developed 

while avoiding and/or minimizing impacts to the surrounding environment. The solutions 

should consider quality of life and the community character of Woodstock, while supporting 

economic development, and coordinating with current community land use                      

plans. Stakeholder involvement in arriving at practical, effective, and expedient solutions is 

an essential part of the project process. 
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Mayor Sager’s Comments 

Mayor Sager made brief comments, thanking members for their participation and noting 

that the Woodstock City Council has heard loudly and clearly that the issue on IL Route 47 

is congestion. If we don’t continue moving forward with this process, it will be another 20 

years before IL Route 47 is addressed. The Council is interested in moving forward with a 

comprehensive approach addressing traffic, bicycle/pedestrian needs, incorporation of 

aesthetics. The community must make this a priority with the appropriate decision- 

makers. The City is committed to establishing partnerships with the County, State and 

Federal governments to keep this project on the radar. To that end, the City has engaged 

the services of Milton Sees of Capital Infrastructure Group, and former State of Illinois 

Secretary of Transportation (introduced). 

 

Milt Sees’ Comments 

Milt Sees explained his role as a City consultant, intending to use his institutional 

knowledge and credibility as a way to keep the urgency and need of the IL Route 47 project 

in front of legislators and their staffs throughout the Phase I process to ensure that they’re 

prepped and ready when Phase II and III funding is requested. He reiterated that while 

there is a definite sense of urgency, there is a process that must be followed before  

approval is granted. It is important to follow the process and build consensus. 

 

Next Steps 

The study team will make the changes to the Problem Statement, and send the final to CAG 

members via e-mail. The next CAG meeting is anticipated for June, 2010 at which time the 

draft Purpose and Need will be presented for review and discussion, and members will 

participate in workshops to provide input on project alternatives. 
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Illinois Route 47 

Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting #3 

September 1, 2010 

CAG Meeting #3: 

The third CAG meeting for the Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study was held on September 1, 

2010 at Bull Valley Golf Club, 1311 Club Road, Woodstock, Illinois from 9:00 a.m.–12:00 

p.m.  The meeting included a PowerPoint presentation which recapped previous CAG 

Meetings 1 and 2 and Public Meeting #1, confirmed the project Problem Statement, 

presented the draft Purpose and Need, and included an alternatives workshop to seek 

input on potential improvements to the corridor.  

To announce the September 1, 2010 CAG Meeting #3, an initial “Save the Date” 

announcement was created.   

 

The above announcement was sent on August 4, 2010 to 49 CAG members.   
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As a follow-up to the “Save the Date” announcement, the following actual email invitation 

was then sent to the same 49 CAG members: 

 

 

The meeting was attended by the following 18 CAG members: 

TABLE 1 

 

1. Tim Clifton, City of Woodstock - Manager 

2. Mayor Brian Sager, City of Woodstock 

3. Nick Jordan, Rep. Melissa Bean’s Office 

4. Walter Stanwood, Butler Auto Parts 

5. Andy Celentano, Woodstock Transportation Commission 

6. Jeff Van Landuyt, City of Woodstock – Asst. PW Director 

7. Joan Mansfield, Woodstock Transportation Commission 

 

TABLE 3  

 

1. John Isbell, City of Woodstock – PW Director 
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2. Dan Dembinski, Pace 

3. Eberhard Veit, McHenry County Bicycle Advocates 

4. Jason Osborn, McHenry County DOT 

5. Bob Pierce, Dorr Township Supervisor 

6. Milt Sees, City of Woodstock Consultant 

 

TABLE 4   

 

1. Maureen Larson, City of Woodstock - Councilman 

2. Larry Piekos, Cycle Craft Yamaha 

3. Terry Egan, Christian Life Services 

4. Sarah Chadderdon, McHenry County DOT 

5. Susan Hudson, Woodstock Transportation Commission 

 
*Due to the small number of attendees at Table 2, members were assigned to Tables 1, 3 and 

4. 

 

Problem Statement Affirmed 

A variety of comments and feedback about the Draft Problem Statement was received at 

the March 18, 2010 CAG Meeting #2, and the statement was subsequently revised in 

accordance with the agreed upon discussion.  The following Final Problem Statement was 

presented for and received consensus CAG #3: 

 

The Illinois Route 47 (US 14 to Charles Road) corridor is a transportation network of roadway, freight 

and commuter rail, and non-motorized facilities and services. Increasing travel demands on Illinois 

Route 47 are creating safety and operational deficiencies along the roadway and its intersections. The 

insufficient capacity of the roadway to manage travel demands creates congestion, limits mobility, 

hinders safe access of adjacent properties and businesses, and leads to safety issues for motorists, 

bicyclists, and pedestrians. Both pedestrian access to adjacent land uses, and bicycle accessibility 

through and across the corridor are limited. 

The existing built environment along Illinois Route 47, including the constriction at the Union Pacific 

Railroad Bridge, presents challenges in improving the corridor’s transportation elements. Solutions to 

the transportation deficiencies need to be developed while avoiding and/or minimizing impacts to the 

surrounding environment. The solutions should consider quality of life and the community character 

of Woodstock, while supporting economic development, and coordinating with current community 

land use plans. Stakeholder involvement in arriving at practical, effective, and expedient solutions is 

an essential part of the project process. 

Alternatives Workshop 

CAG members were then invited to participate in an alternatives workshop to identify 

improvements to the corridor to address the identified needs.  The study team presented a 

primer of sample tools, including: 
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• Intersection improvements 

• Signalization 

• Turning lanes 

• Access management 

• Roundabouts 

 

Participants were urged to consider the Problem Statement, existing conditions and 

deficiencies, and the Purpose and Need for improvements as they developed a consensus 

set of 5 corridor aerial segments for each table.  A set of templates was provided to each 

table to assist with the exercise.  The following results were then presented by a member of 

each table to the rest of the group:  

 

Table 1 

Regional map 

• No comments  

 

Page 1 (US Route 14 to north of McConnell Road) 

• 2 through lanes in each direction 

• Center two way left turn lane 

• Improve Catalpa lane turn radii to accommodate truck turns 

• Investigate roundabout at Lake Avenue 

• Improve McConnell road turn radii to accommodate truck turns 

• “Backage” road from McConnell Road to commercial entrance. 

• Sidewalk and bike path throughout 

 

Page 2 (North of McConnell Road to north of IL Route 120) 

• 2 through lanes in each direction 

• Center two way left turn lane from north of McConnell to IL Route 120 

• Close Irving Avenue west of IL Route 47 

• Investigate roundabout at Judd Street/Irving Avenue 

• Investigate roundabout at IL Route 120 

• “Backage” road from McConnell Road to commercial entrance. 

• Sidewalk and bike path throughout 
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Page 3 (North of IL Route 120 to north of Ware Road) 

• 2 through lanes in each direction 

• Center two way left turn lane from St. John’s Road to north of Ware Road 

• Traffic Signal at St. John’s Road 

• Traffic Signal at Ware Road 

• Improve Ware Road geometry 

• Sidewalk and bike path throughout 

 

 

Page 4 (North of Ware Road to Charles Road) 

• 2 through lanes in each direction 

• Center two way left turn lane  

• Investigate roundabout at Charles Road 

• Sidewalk and bike path throughout 

 

Table 3 

Regional map 

• Two written comments: 

o “Safety and Congestion reduction on 47 is the priority” 

o “Corridor planning for IL 120 SRA bypass must continue” 

 

Page 1 (US Route 14 to north of McConnell Road) 

• 2 through lanes in each direction 

• Center two way left turn lane 

• 11 ft through lanes and 2.5’ wide curb and gutter 

• On road bike lane  

• Sidewalk both sides 

• Consolidate driveways on west side of IL Route 47 from Southview Drive to Lake 

Avenue 

• Dual left turn lanes southbound at Lake Avenue 

• Widen union pacific bridge 

• Add turn lanes to intersection of McConnell Road 

 

Page 2 (North of McConnell Road to north of IL Route 120) 

• 2 through lanes in each direction 

• Center two way left turn lane 
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• 11 ft through lanes and 2.5’ wide curb and gutter 

• 5 foot wide bike lane 

• Sidewalks both sides 

• Consolidate driveways throughout 

• Realign intersection of Judd Street/Irving Avenue to improve sight distance 

• Improve IL Route 120 geometry (truck radii) 

• Improve pedestrian access at IL Route 120 (pedestrian crossings) 

 

Page 3 (North of IL Route 120 to north of Ware Road) 

• 2 through lanes in each direction 

• Center two way left turn lane  

• 5 foot wide bike lane 

• Sidewalks both sides 

• Improve offset intersections Greenwood Avenue and Beech Avenue 

• Traffic Signal at St. John’s Road 

• Move traffic signal from Russel Court to Ware Road 

• Close school entrance at Russel Court and relocate to Ware Road 

• Bus stop on Ware Road 

 

Page 4 (North of Ware Road to Charles Road) 

• ROW preservation for future expansion. 

• 2 through lanes in each direction 

• Center median  

• Investigate roundabout at Charles Road 

• Sidewalk and bike lane throughout 

 

Table 4 

Regional map 

• West bypass via US Route 14 to Lamb Road 

• East connection of US Route 14 to McConnell Road via Lake Shore Drive 

 

Page 1 (US Route 14 to north of McConnell Road) 

• 2 through lanes in each direction 

• Center two way left turn lane 

• Sidewalk and bike path throughout 
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• Right turn lanes at each intersection 

• Consolidate driveways on west side of IL Route 47 from Southview Drive to Lake 

Avenue 

• Consolidate driveways throughout (including frontage roads or cross access) 

• Investigate roundabout at Lake Avenue or improve geometry (radii) and SB right 

turn lane 

• Connect west leg of McConnell Road over or under railroad 

• “Backage” road from McConnell Road to South Street 

 

Page 2 (North of McConnell Road to north of IL Route 120) 

• Improve aesthetics 

• 2 through lanes in each direction 

• Center two way left turn lane 

• Crosswalk at Country Club Road 

• Consolidate driveways throughout 

• Investigate Roundabout at Judd Street/Irving Avenue 

• Close Wendy’s and Shell entrances 

• No new through lanes north of 120 

• Striped bike lanes to 120 to Charles Road 

• Sidewalks both sides to Charles Road 

• Close Christian Way and Park Street 

 

Page 3 (North of IL Route 120 to north of Ware Road) 

• No new through lanes 

• Striped bike lanes 120 to Charles Road 

• Sidewalks both sides to Charles Road 

• Minimize impact to west side of street 

• Lunch time shuttle from McHenry County complex to Downtown Woodstock 

• Remove signals at Russel Court, relocated to Ware Road and create primary access 

to schools and complex at Ware 

 

Page 4 (North of Ware Road to Charles Road) 

• No Comments 
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Next Steps 

The next steps for the Phase I process were identified: 

• Public Meeting #2 – September 15, 2010 

• Continue to develop and refine Purpose and Need 

• Begin to develop conceptual alternatives 

• Based on input from CAG #3 workshop, PM #2 and comments received 

• Develop evaluation and screening criteria derived from P & N 

• Use technical analysis 

 

Conceptual alternatives will first be presented at CAG #4, and then PM #3 for feedback. 

 

Meeting Comments 
CAG members were invited to submit comment/feedback about the meeting and 

workshop.  One comment form was received at the meeting, commending the hands-on 

nature of the workshop.  
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Illinois Route 47 
Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting #4 

May 12, 2011 

CAG Meeting #4: 
The fourth CAG meeting for the Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study was held on May 12, 2011 at 
Bull Valley Golf Club, 1311 Club Road, Woodstock, Illinois from 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.  The 
meeting included a PowerPoint presentation which recapped the results and project 
milestones achieved at previous CAG Meetings 1, 2 and 3 and Public Meetings 1 and 2.  The 
study team also provided an overview of CMAP modeling that has occurred during the past 
several months, specifically for this project.  The Alternatives Development process was 
explained, including a discussion and acceptance of alternatives evaluation criteria, a 
presentation of the initial conceptual project alternatives, and was followed by a workshop 
seeking CAG input on the presented alternatives.  

To announce the May 12, 2011 CAG Meeting #4, an initial “Save the Date” announcement 
was created.   
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The above announcement was sent on April 18, 2011 to 52 CAG members.   

As a follow-up to the “Save the Date” announcement, the following actual email invitation 
was then sent to the same 52 CAG members on April 29, 2011: 

 

 

The meeting was attended by the following 16 CAG members: 

TABLE 1 
 

1. Tim Clifton, City of Woodstock - Manager 
2. Terry Egan, Hearthstone Services 
3. Diane Lukas, Hampton, Lenzini & Renwick 
4. Eberhard Veit, McHenry County Bicycle Advocates 

 
TABLE 2  
 

1. John Isbell, City of Woodstock – PW Director 
2. Milt Sees, City of Woodstock Consultant 
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3. Susan Hudson, Woodstock Transportation Commission 
4. Mary McCann, McHenry County Board Member – District 6 
5. Paula Yensen, McHenry County Board Member – District 5 

 
TABLE 3   
 

1. Larry Piekos, Cycle Craft Yamaha 
2. Andrew Celentano, Woodstock Transportation Commission 
3. Jeff Van Landuyt, City of Woodstock – Asst. Dir. of PW 

 
TABLE 4 
 

1. Sarah Chadderdon, McHenry County DOT 
2. Walt Stanwood, Butler Auto Parts 
3. Dan Dembinski, Pace 
4. Joan Mansfield, Woodstock Transportation Commission 

 
 
Evaluation Criteria Affirmed 
The following alternatives evaluation criteria were developed and presented by the study 
team, and affirmed by the CAG members: 

• Environmental impacts (parks, drainage, wetlands, etc.) 
• Accessibility (traffic control, vehicles, bike/ped) 
• Identified project needs (safety, capacity, operations/mobility) 
• Property impacts (residential, commercial, industrial, land use plans) 
• Construction costs (construction, maintenance) 

 
In addition, the following criteria were recommended by the CAG for inclusion: 

• Sense of urgency (implementation timing) 
• Utility coordination/associated costs (could be included in the “Construction Costs 

criteria above) 
• Future flexibility 

 
Alternatives Workshop 
CAG members were then invited to participate in an alternatives workshop to evaluate and 
provide comment on the initial set of project alternatives developed by the study team.  
The conceptual alternatives were prepared by combining: 

• Stakeholder input to date 
• Project purpose and needs 
• Project elements 
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• Analysis of the existing environment/context 
• Technical analysis of design requirements and constraints  

 
The alternatives presented included the following: 
 

• A:  Existing Alignment Alternatives 
-2-lanes each direction, 22’ barrier median 

• B:  Bypass Alternatives 
-B1:  Full Western 
-B2:  Full Eastern 

• C:  One-Way Couplet Alternatives: 
-C1:  Southview to St. John’s 
-C2:  Southview to Ware 
-C3:  Irving to St. John’s 
-C4:  Irving to Ware 

 
CAG members were encouraged to identify the “pros” and “cons” of each alternative, which 
were recorded on flip charts by facilitators at each table, and then presented to the overall 
group at the end of the workshop. 
 
TABLE 1  
 
ALTERNATIVE A:  EXISTING ALIGNMENT 
 
PROS: 

• Barrier median:  aesthetic opportunities 
• Addresses congestion for long term 
• Realignment of skewed intersections 
• North of Ware Rd. – shared use path is acceptable 

 
CONS: 

• Not good bike/ped accommodation; sidewalks on both sides with on-road bike lane 
safer 

• Potential impacts to existing businesses/buildings 
• Barrier median – impacts to business access, maintenance costs 
• Full cross-section with 5-lanes needs to continue to Charles Rd. 

 
ALTERNATIVE B:  BYPASS 
 
PROS: 

• Traffic relief to existing IL 47 
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CONS: 

• East: 
o Property impacts, new at-grade RR crossing 
o High cost of two 4-lane roads 
o Geometrics of southbound traffic back onto IL 47 
o City assumes existing IL 47 ownership/jurisdiction and maintenance – 

where’s $$$? 
• West: 

o Implementation timing 
o Still two 5-lane roads 
o City assumes existing IL 47 (same as above) 

 
ALTERNATIVE C:  ONE-WAY COUPLETS 
 
PROS: 

• Existing IL 47 pavement sufficient 
• No need to widen RR viaduct 
• North-bound only 2 lanes 

 
CONS: 

• Acquisition costs 
• Unanticipated impacts to local streets to back-track to businesses - $$ 
• Jeopardizes financial viability of businesses 
• Impacts to local zoning/land uses 
• Environmental impacts 
• Change to Woodstock’s character 
• Implementation timing 

 
 
TABLE 2  
 
ALTERNATIVE A:  EXISTING ALIGNMENT 
 
PROS: 

• Increased capacity 
• Safety improvements 
• Minimal environmental impacts because existing ROW 
• Includes bike/ped facilities 
• Maintains local street access and traffic flows 
• Least disruptive to existing businesses 
• Improves skewed intersections 
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CONS: 

• Bridge problem - $$ 
• ROW acquisition 
• Parking impacts 
• Access impacts 

 
 
ALTERNATIVE B:  BYPASS 
 
PROS: 

• Possible new economic development corridor 
• Diverts through traffic and truck traffic 

 
CONS: 

• Environmental impacts 
• Peds/bikes not where they want to be 
• Does not achieve reduced traffic goals on existing IL 47, continued 

congestion/accidents 
• Substantial property acquisition impacts 
• Negative impact on existing businesses 
• 2nd rail crossing 
• Costs 

 
 
ALTERNATIVE C:  ONE-WAY COUPLETS 
 
PROS: 

• None (no existing IL 47 ROW acquisition) 
 
CONS: 

• Not good for local traffic 
• Increase southbound traffic on existing IL 47 
• Environmental impacts 
• Still no bike/ped on existing IL 47 
• No safety or geometric improvements on existing IL 47 
• Significant ROW impacts 
• 2nd rail crossing 
• Negative economic impacts 
• Side street connections to couplets 
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TABLE 3  
 
ALTERNATIVE A:  EXISTING ALIGNMENT 
 
PROS: 

• Positive pedestrian accommodation 
• Minimal disruption to rest of region 

 
CONS: 

• Barrier median limits access to businesses 
• Truck traffic 
• ROW, land acquisition cost 
• Commercial disruption during construction 
• Impacts to residents along corridor 

 
ALTERNATIVE B:  BYPASS 
 
EAST BYPASS PROS: 

• Traffic flow increase 
• New opportunities for business expansion 

 
EAST BYPASS CONS: 

• High cost of ROW impacts 
• Losing/relocation of businesses 
• Bypass still affects roadway network 
• Environmental impacts to wetlands/avoid forest preserve 
• Impacts to residential vs. west bypass 

 
WEST BYPASS PROS: 

• Far west – truck traffic removed from City 
• Smaller disruptions to people 
• More ROW opportunities for future – bike paths, etc. 

 
WEST BYPASS CONS: 

• Does not address pedestrian needs 
 
*CAG member Larry Piekos presented his pre-printed handout re: benefits of West 
Bypass – copy attached. 
 
ALTERNATIVE C:  ONE-WAY COUPLETS 
 
PROS: 

• IDOT maintains both roadways 
• Relieves existing IL 47 traffic 
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• No replacement of RR bridge 
• No impact to existing IL 47 and residents/businesses along it 
• Existing footprint remains 
• Safety – less traffic conflicts for turning vehicles 
• More access to businesses vs. bypass alternatives 

 
CONS: 

• Indirect access to businesses 
• Inconvenience 
• Significant ROW impacts 
• New RR bridge required 
• Devastating to businesses 
• No flexibility – hard to go back to 2-way roadway 

 
 
TABLE 4  
 
ALTERNATIVE A:  EXISTING ALIGNMENT 
 
PROS: 

• Safety 
• Cost effective 
• Quickest applicable 
• Landscaping opportunities – barrier median 
• Efficient 
• Least invasive 

 
CONS: 

• Access points 
• Pedestrian access – management 
• Speed? 
• Land acquisition 

 
ALTERNATIVE B:  BYPASS 
 
EAST BYPASS PROS: 

• No bridge widening 
• Least costly alternative 

 
EAST BYPASS CONS: 

• Conflict with future land use plans? 
• IDOT would not improve existing IL 47 
• Costs to City of Woodstock to maintain existing IL 47 
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• Residential impacts 
 
WEST BYPASS PROS: 

• None 
 
WEST BYPASS CONS: 

• Burden on Woodstock 
• Does not address traffic congestion 
• IDOT would not improve existing IL 47 

 
ALTERNATIVE C:  ONE-WAY COUPLETS 
 
PROS: 

• None 
 
CONS: 

• Too complex for everyday drivers (adverse travel) 
• Couplets do not address traffic congestion (now one-way) 
• Will have to expand in future 
• Reduce retail-commercial expansion (growth) 
• Potential increase in accidents 

 
Next Steps 
The meeting ended with the identification of the next steps in the study process: 

• Public Meeting #3 – Alternatives evaluation continues 
• Select alternatives to be carried forward 
• Refine alternatives based on stakeholder input/technical analysis 
• Presentation of refined alternatives to CAG, PM 
• CAG #5 – Continue to refine alternatives 
• Development of Preferred Alternative 

 
*Project Study Team members in attendance: 

• Mir Mustafa, IDOT 
• Ojas Patel, IDOT 
• Justin Jones, IDOT 
• Darcie Gabrisko, Strand Associates 
• Adam Moline, Strand Associates 
• Carrie Hansen, Images 
• Lily Escarpita, Images 
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Illinois Route 47 
Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting #5 

March 21, 2012 

CAG Meeting #5: 
The fifth CAG meeting for the Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study was held on March 21, 2012 at 
Bull Valley Golf Club, 1311 Club Road, Woodstock, Illinois from 9:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m.  The 
meeting included a PowerPoint presentation which recapped the results and project 
milestones achieved at previous CAG and Public Meetings, including a review of the 
alternatives development process and the previously presented range of preliminary 
alternatives.  The study team then presented the Refined On-Alignment Alternative which 
had been developed as a result of stakeholder input and technical analysis compiled to 
date, followed by a workshop for CAG members to review and comment on the proposed 
improvement plan.   

To announce the March 21, 2012 CAG Meeting #5, an initial “Save the Date” announcement 
was created.   
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The above announcement was sent on February 24, 2012 to 52 CAG members.   

As a follow-up to the “Save the Date” announcement, the following actual email invitation 
was then sent to the same 52 CAG members on March 9, 2012: 

 

The meeting was attended by the following 12 CAG members: 

1. Andrew Celentano, Woodstock Transportation Commission 
2. Tim Clifton, City of Woodstock – Manager 
3. Chalen Daigle, McHenry County Council of Mayors 
4. Dan Dembinski, Pace 
5. Terry Egan, Hearthstone Services 
6. Susan Hudson, Woodstock Transportation Commission 
7. Diane Lukas, Hampton, Lenzini & Renwick 
8. Jason Osborn, McHenry County DOT 
9. Bob Pierce, Dorr Township Supervisor 
10. Dr. Brian Sager, Mayor – City of Woodstock 
11. Walter Stanwood, Butler Auto Parts 
12. Jeff Van Landuyt, City of Woodstock 
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Alternatives Workshop 
CAG members were invited to participate in an alternatives workshop to evaluate and 
provide comment on the Refined On-Alignment Alternative(s).  As a result of the input 
received at CAG #4 and further technical analysis, the previously presented West and East 
By-Passes and One-Way Couplet Alternatives had been eliminated from further 
consideration.  The corridor was divided into two segments for review and analysis: 

• Section 1:  US 14 to Ware Road – Urban Design Criteria, 18-foot barrier median 
• Section 2:  Ware Road to Charles Road – Suburban Design Criteria, 22-foot barrier 

median 

CAG members were asked to consider opportunities for access management and 
intersection alternatives including possible locations for roundabouts and new traffic 
signals, and also to review the proposed bicycle/pedestrian accommodations of sidewalk 
on the west side of the corridor from US 14 to Ware Road and a multi-use path along the 
east side of the entire corridor.   

 The FHWA handout “Safe Access Is Good for Business” was explained and provided to 
attendees for reference while considering options for access management, including the 
consolidation of access points, opportunities for cross-access between properties, and the 
locations for breaks in the proposed barrier medians.  A brief presentation of 
aesthetic/design options for lighting and landscaping was also given. 

CAG members identified several locations and refinements to the proposed plans for 
median breaks throughout the corridor, recognizing the need for safety but also balancing 
needs for economic development and property access considerations.  Potential 
roundabout intersections in the corridor remain at the intersections of: 

• Charles Road 
• Route 120 
• Irving/Judd 
• McConnell/Lake/RR 

Recommendations for way-finding signage were requested as well as landscaping and 
streetscape improvements.  Both requests would involve cost-participation from the City of 
Woodstock. 

Next Steps 
The meeting concluded with a preview of the next steps for the project.  In the coming 
months: 
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• Study team will evaluate the refined alternatives based on the input received from 
the workshop 

• Refined alternatives will then be presented at the project’s 3rd Public Meeting 
anticipated in late Summer, 2012  

After reviewing comments and ratings from stakeholders: 

• A preferred alternative will be developed and all environmental documentation 
completed 

• A 6th CAG meeting will be held to obtain feedback the Preferred Alternative 

• Comments will be considered, and the Preferred Alternative will be presented at a 
Public Hearing where all stakeholders will have an opportunity to review and 
comment 

 
*Project Study Team members in attendance: 

• Kimberly Murphy, IDOT 
• Mir Mustafa, IDOT 
• Ojas Patel, IDOT 
• Darcie Gabrisko, Strand Associates 
• Adam Moline, Strand Associates 
• Carrie Hansen, Images 
• Lily Escarpita, Images 
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Illinois Route 47 
Citizens Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting #6 

May 15, 2014 

 

CAG Meeting #6:CAG Meeting #6:CAG Meeting #6:CAG Meeting #6:    
The sixth CAG meeting for the Illinois Route 47 Phase I Study was held on May 15, 2014 at the 
Bull Valley Golf Club, 1311 Club Road, Woodstock, Illinois from 1:00 p.m.–3:30 p.m. To 
announce the May 15, 2014 CAG Meeting #6, an initial “Invite” announcement was created and 
was sent out to 79 CAG members by eblast on April 24, 2014. 
 
 

 
 
As a follow-up to the “Invite” announcement, a reminder eblast was sent to the same 79 CAG 
members on May 7, 2014. In addition to the eblasts, personal phone calls were made to garner 
attendance at the meeting. 
 
 



 

 � Illinois Route 47, Phase I Study US 14 – Charles Road 

CAG Meeting #6 

 

The meeting was attended by the following 18 CAG members and all participated in the 
workshop. 
 
The meeting included a PowerPoint presentation which began with a project update, and an 
overview of the alternatives carried forward. After the presentation, the CAG members split up 
into groups for a workshop discussing the alternatives carried forward. An on-alignment 
alternatives workshop followed with a discussion of the next steps to be taken.   

Alternatives WorkshopAlternatives WorkshopAlternatives WorkshopAlternatives Workshop    
CAG members were invited to participate in an alternatives workshop to review and provide 
comments on on-alignment intersection alternatives. IDOT and the consulting staff facilitated the 
workshop and fielded questions. 

 

Red Table: 

1. Dan Dembinski 
2. Roscoe Stelford 
3. Jason Osborn 
4. Paul Rusko 
5. Caron Wenzel 
6. Cort Carlson 
7. Scott Hennings 

Blue Table: 

1. Terry Egan 
2. Barbara Klasen 
3. Robert Pierce 
4. Walter Stanwood 
5. Jeff Van Landuyt 
6. Charles Eldridge 

Green Table: 

1. Andrew Celentano 
2. Larry Piekos 
3. RB Thompson 
4. Maureen Larson 
5. Mark Indyke 

 

CAG members were encouraged to comment on each alternative, which were recorded on post-
it notes by individuals at each table, and then presented to the overall group at the end of the 
workshop. 
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The following are comments made by CAG members and their thoughts about the alternatives: 

1. Concern was expressed with Southview Drive regarding the location of driveways 
relative to the intersection. There may be potential conflicts with vehicles attempting to 
enter and exit those driveways on the east side of the road near the intersection. 
 

2. Midblock Crossings: Due to the commercial development it was requested a midblock 
pedestrian crossing be evaluated between McConnell & Country Club Road. 
 

3. IL 120/McHenry Ave: Are the EB dual left turn lanes necessary? This may be occurring 
due to the existing congestion and poor timing of the existing signal at Judd/Irving. Once 
the intersections are upgraded the volumes may not warrant this and this could save a 
few business impacts. 

 
4. If we have to take these businesses at IL 120 then why not "bulb" the culdesac(s) onto 

the acquired property(ies) to minimize/eliminate impact to the adjacent properties.  
 

5. Is the realignment necessary in Greenwood considering the business impacts? 
 

6. Ware Road: is the >300 seconds of delay correct? Is this assuming a minor stop or all-
way stop? Also, be sure to correct the slide to show minor stop control. 
 
 



 

 � Illinois Route 47, Phase I Study US 14 – Charles Road 

CAG Meeting #6 

 

7. Overall, the majority of the CAG members supported roundabouts, and pedestrian safety 
was their main concern. 

 

Next StepsNext StepsNext StepsNext Steps    
The meeting ended with the identification of the next steps in the process 

- Study team will evaluate and refine the CAG’s  desired preferred alternative 
- Refined alternatives will then be presented at the project’s 3rd public meeting this 

summer 

After reviewing comments from stakeholders: 

- A preferred alternative will be developed and all environmental documentation 
completed 

- A 7th CAG meeting will be held to obtain feedback about the Preferred Alternative  
- Comments will be considered, and the Preferred Alternative will be presented at a 

Public Hearing where all stakeholders will have an opportunity to review and 
comment. 

 

*Project Study Team members in attendance: 
 - Steve Schilke, IDOT 
 - John Baldauf, IDOT 
 - Kyle Bochte, IDOT 

- Darcie Gabrisko – Strand Associates, Inc. 
- Cathy Valente, Images, Inc. 

 - Nick Skaleski, Images, Inc. 
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Illinois 47 (IL 47) from US 14 to Charles Road 

Citizen Advisory Group #7 Summary 

October 19, 2017 

Overview 

The seventh Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meeting for the Illinois 47 (IL 47) from US 14 to Charles Road Phase I 

Study met on Thursday, October 19, 2017 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.  

A save the date notice and a formal meeting notice were e-mailed to an updated CAG member list on September 
22, 2017 and October 21, 2017 (see Figures 1 and 2). Follow-up calls were also made to members to gather RSVP’s. 
 
The meeting included a PowerPoint presentation, which was used to update the members of where the project 
stands today and what should be expected in the future. A question and answer session was held prior to the 
meeting conclusion; however questions were answered throughout the presentation as they came up. A hard copy 
of the PowerPoint presentation was also provided to all participants. 
 
The meeting was attended by 32 people, 26 of which are members of the CAG. Representatives from the Illinois 

Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the project team also were present. Sign-in sheets from the meeting are 

attached. 

Meeting Activities 
 
The purpose of the CAG meeting was to provide the stakeholders a study update, present the preferred alternative 
and environmental effects, review the next steps and answer CAG member questions.  
 
The agenda for this meeting consisted of the following items: 
 

1. Overall Project Review 
This included introductions, meeting objectives, project process, purpose and need highlights, and a 
summary of public involvement to date. 
 

2. Mainline Alternative 
This portion of the presentation reviewed the raised curb median alternative, including safety analyses in 
both the national and Chicagoland Region. 
 

3. Preferred Alternative 
Typical section renderings from US 14 to Ware Road and from Ware Road to Charles Road were graphically 
presented. A general overview of each of the eleven major intersections was given, followed by the pros 
and cons of the roundabouts. Each intersection where a roundabout is proposed was reviewed: 
 Lake Avenue and McConnell Road 
 Irving Avenue/Judd Street 
 Ware Road 
 Charles Road 
The presentation then segued into the existing pedestrian accommodations and pedestrian 
accommodations associated with the preferred alternative. 
 

4. Corridor Walkthrough 
IDOT used Google Earth to do a real-time corridor walkthrough, explaining specifically where design 
modifications were made as a result of the rigorous public input and coordination with the City of 
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Woodstock. Design modifications as a result from stakeholder feedback included: increased access points, 
minimized U-Turn footprint, driveway location modifications, drainage issue resolution, assuring that 
roundabouts can accommodate oversized truck traffic for manufacturing facilities, reduction in lane widths 
and turn radii. 
 

5. Environmental Effects 
The documentation for this study is an Environmental Assessment (EA). The project team reviewed the 
contents of the EA and described to the CAG where and how the EA will be available for public review and 
comment. Impacts to property and water resources were reviewed. The EA is still being finalized. 

  
6. Next Steps 

The next steps for the project are to present the EA to the public for comment. The draft project report is 
expected to be ready in spring of 2018. Phase II, which incorporates Contract Plan Preparation (funded) 
and Land Acquisition (not funded), are expected to last 18 to 24 months. The project team then reviewed 
the land acquisition process for right of way as well as aesthetic opportunities.  
 

7. Questions:  
The presentation concluded with the project team opening the discussion to questions and comments as 
noted below. 
 

Questions   

Will IDOT ever have the funding for this? When will it be built? 

Proposed highway improvements are typically processed in three distinct phases. In Phase I (preliminary 

engineering phase), proposed geometry, environmental concerns as well as right-of-way requirements are 

defined. During Phase II, contract plans are prepared and the necessary right-of-way is acquired.  Phase III 

represents the actual construction of the improvement. Phase II, contract plan preparation, is currently 

funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I study. Funding for land acquisition, construction and 

construction engineering is not currently included in the Department's Fiscal Year 2018-2023 Proposed 

Highway Improvement Plan. However, funding for this project will be considered among similar 

improvement needs throughout the region. Once additional funding is identified, the land acquisition process 

is anticipated to take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24 months to 

complete. 

While the wetland impacts seem minimal, how exactly are they mitigated?  

That decision is made by the Army Corps of Engineers at the time of permitting for the project. Occasionally 

there are adjacent enhancements, but more often wetland acres are banked. 

When is Phase I considered to be “done”?  

Once the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) has been presented to the public via a Public Hearing and 

enough time has been given to allow for input, the EA is submitted to the Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA). The FHWA then reviews the document and if they concur with the findings they issue a Finding of 

No Significant Impact (FONSI), which concludes Phase I.  
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Is the design still subject to change? 

Minor adjustments and further stakeholder input adjustments notwithstanding, this is the design that will be 

submitted to the FHWA for review and approval.  

I have concerns about the safety and access points proposed for the multi-use path – particularly for bicycles. 

IDOT Bureau of Design and Environment (BDE) Manual specifies the current policies for the design of multi-

use paths. These best practices were written with input and feedback from a variety of agencies including 

state and national biking organizations. For the Average Daily Traffic (ADT) of IL 47, the BDE requires a 

separate shared-use path rather than on-street accommodations. 

It looks like there are only (4) pedestrian crosswalks, and no mid-block crosswalks? 

Every signal and every roundabout has pedestrian crosswalks, there are no mid-block crosswalks because 

this corridor has a high average daily traffic flow and mid-block crosswalks would be dangerous.  

Will it be difficult for pedestrians to cross a roundabout? 

Drivers must yield to pedestrians and bicyclists in the crosswalks at roundabouts. Signing will be included to 

indicate to drivers the need to yield to pedestrians. 

Is Phase II funded? 

Contract Plan and Preparation is funded but Land Acquisition is not funded. 

What are the provisions for bus stops? 

PACE has had input into the design for their bus stops that exist north of Illinois 120 (IL 120). If PACE adds 

routes or bus stops south of IL 120, we would work with them to assure they are accommodated. At this 

time, PACE does not have any future bus routes planned along IL 47 south of IL 120  

Is there any possibility that any of this project can get built sooner rather than later? 

Staged implementation to improve capacity does occur in the State of Illinois for some projects when it 

makes sense both financially and in terms of how it affects the overall traffic flow. Due to the many busy 

intersections along IL 47 between US 14 and IL 120, US 14 to IL 120 will likely need to be constructed 

together. Constructing only a portion of this section would result in increased congestion at the intersection 

that were not included in this section. The proposed roundabouts at Ware Road and Charles Road could also 

be constructed as separate projects. 

Will this design help with the school bus back up at Ware Road and IL 47? 

A signal is not warranted at this intersection. The roundabout design will operate significantly better than a 

stop condition on Ware Road. 
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Attendance List 

First Name Last Name Representing 

Garrett Anderson City of Woodstock 

Sue Brokaw Dorr Township 

Diane Carter Woodstock Community Unit School District #200 

Andrew Celentano City of Woodstock 

Krista Coltrin City of Woodstock 

Todd DiBennedetto Mambo Car Wash 

Charles Eldredge McHenry Economic Development Commission 

Danielle Gulli Woodstock Chamber of Commerce 

Scott Hennings McHenry County Division of Transportation 

Susan Hudson City of Woodstock 

Mark Indyke City of Woodstock 

Barbara Klasen Greenwood Township 

Diane Lukas Resident 

Angela Moran Hearthstone Communities 

Brian  McAdow Woodstock School District #200 

Mark Piekos Cycle Craft Yamaha 

Marcy Piekos Cycle Craft Yamaha 

Ben Redding McHenry County Division of Transportation 

Steven Reick 63rd Representative District 

Mark Saladin City of Woodstock 

Walter Stanwood Bulter Auto Parts 

Roscoe Stelford City of Woodstock 

Jeff Van Landuyt City of Woodstock 

Eberhard Veit City of Woodstock 

Caron Wenzel Transportation Commission – City of Woodstock 

Stephen Wenzel Environmental Commission – City of Woodstock 

 
Project Team Attendance  

Steve Schilke  Illinois Department of Transportation 
Corey Smith  Illinois Department of Transportation 
Kyle Bochte  Illinois Department of Transportation 
Darcie Gabrisko  Strand Associates, Inc. 
Bill Plant   Strand Associates, Inc. 
Leisa Niemotka  Images, Inc. 
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Figure 1 

Save the Date 
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Figure 2 
Formal Meeting Invitation 
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Event Photos 
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Company Address # Address Street Property Property Address Additional Information Hard Copy Plan Notes

Bull Valley Realty LLC 1460 South Eastwood Drive Bull Valley Ford Mercury 1460 South Eastwood Drive Bull Valley Ford Mercury 1460 South Eastwood Drive
Maintain Parking to Extent Possible on 

Westside of IL-47

Harvard State Bank 1700 South Eastwood Drive

Three Brothers

Chambers of Illinois Appellate Court 2nd district

Wayne Brown & Co. Accountants

1220 South Eastwood Drive

1700 South Eastwood Drive

1700 South Eastwood Drive

Various Properties 1220 & 1700 South Eastwood Drive

Semi-Truck traffic for deliveries, Would 

like access to frontage road, Full access 

to North and maintain exisiting, 4 

Parcels, Brown and Co (paper 

deliveries), 2 way left turn lane desired, 

50 employees

McHenry State Bank 3510 West Elm Street

Niko's Old Mill Tavern 

Harding Real Estate

Ameriprise Financial 

Law offices of Quatrino Amato & Sheen

Donahue Furniture

1040 South Lake Street

1710 South Eastwood Drive

1750 South Eastwood Drive

1770 South Eastwood Drive

1345 South Eastwood Drive

Various Properties

1040 South Lake Street, 

1710/1750/1770 South Eastwood 

Drive

Harding/Strip Mall: West parking lot 

ponds several times a year, drainage 

problems

Harding: Limited room for access, Aisle 

North of building used for Semi-trucks

Tillman Rolf LTR 13715 Davis Road

U Save Flooring

Plum Tree Industrial Tool & Supply

Woodstock Auto Body

2104 South Eastwood Drive

1036 South Lake Street

1295 South Eastwood Drive

Various Properties
1036 South Lake Street, 2104/1295 

South Eastwood Drive

Concerned about parking preservation 

for customers (currently 10 stalls), 

Would also like to preserve aisle

Timothy J. & Patrick M. Haverty 2020 South Eastwood Drive Woodstock Farm and Lawn Center 2020 South Eastwood Drive Woodstock Farm and Lawn Center 2020 South Eastwood Drive
Access is from north entrance.  

Deliveries turn around east side of lot.

Willie LLC 477 Greyston Lane Rosati's Pizza 1652 South Eastwood Drive Rosati's Pizza 1652 South Eastwood Drive
Would prefer entrance 30 +- feet to the 

South and straddle parking lot

Chamberlain Associates Inc. 10115 Allendale Road Dwight's Auto 999 South Eastwood Drive Dwight's Auto 999 South Eastwood Drive

Truck Circulation From McConnell to 

Northbound IL-47, Garage entrance on 

Northeast corner of building

Conserv FS 1110 McConnell Road Conserv FS 1110 McConnell Road Conserv FS 1110 McConnell Road
White tanks near UP RR have been 

removed recently. No issues with access

Fly Cast Prop LLC 30647 North Countryside Drive

Goodyear

Cost Cutters

Bella Bridal

Dental Center

Quiznos Subs

Pro Nails Spa

Family Dentistry of Woodstock

681 South Eastwood Drive

677 South Eastwood Drive

673 South Eastwood Drive

669 South Eastwood Drive

667 South Eastwood Drive

665 South Eastwood Drive

651 South Eastwood Drive

Various Properties 651-681 South Eastwood Drive
This project must be constructed using 

an incentives "bothways" project

New Woodstock LLC 326 East 1st Street

Nexgen Cleaners

Jimmy Johns

Gold Max

Xpert Insurance 

AT&T

Dunkin Donuts

365 South Eastwood Drive

361 South Eastwood Drive

355 South Eastwood Drive

351 South Eastwood Drive

345 South Eastwood Drive

335 South Eastwood Drive

Various Properties 335-365 South Eastwood Drive
Most customers enter at south etrance; 

both entrances are extremely important.

SS Petroleum Prod 139 31366 North US Highway 45 Citgo 501 South Eastwood Drive Citgo 501 South Eastwood Drive

Possible to have right in right out 

entrance, connects multiple parking lots 

together

William C. Ladefoged 1000 South Eastwood Drive Yamaha 1000 South Eastwood Drive Yamaha 1000 South Eastwood Drive

We need to expand or re-locate pending 

on decisions made by IDOT and the City 

of Woodstock

Truck turnaround just west of building 

location on McConnell Road

Bluebridge Prop LLC 1903 Stanley Gault Parkway Wendy's 120 North Eastwood Drive Wendy's 120 North Eastwood Drive

Both the soil and groundwater at the 

property were determined to have been 

contaminated by a possible release of 

approximately 1000 gallons of gasoline 

from the Horizon Convenience Center 

located adjacent to the property at 110 

N. Eastwood Drive. 

Carol J Stassen Trust 3611 Sunnyside Road
Artistica Wave Beauty Salon

Universal Travel

1317 North Seminary Avenue

1317 North Seminary Avenue
Various Properties 1317 North Seminary Avenue

When is the project scheduled to be 

done?



Company Address # Address Street Property Property Address Additional Information Hard Copy Plan Notes

Cynthia Bradley Tafel 1809 Hobe Road Swanky spa 180 South Eastwood Drive Swanky spa 180 South Eastwood Drive

Already below req'd parking spaces.  Try 

to limit impacts as much as possible.  2 

Handicap spaces on north side of 

property.

New Albertsons Inc. 250 Parkcenter Boulevard PO Box 20

Jewel Osco

TCF Bank (inside Jewel)

Circle K

145 South Eastwood Drive

145 South Eastwood Drive

145 South Eastwood Drive

Jewel Osco 145 South Eastwood Drive

No changes to acces.  Questions about 

during construction: two lanes open at 

all times, full access except during 

construction of entrance

Raymond C. & Patricia M. Wenk 50 Parkview Court Matrix IV 610 East Judd Street Matrix IV 610 East Judd Street Need Work A.S.A.P

Charles E.  & Angela A. Boe 897 Tara Drive

Farmers Insurance 

Boe Hanlin & Emery Group, LLC

McHenry County USBC Association 

Wells Fargo

Cornerstone Counseling Center 

Back on Track Chiropractic 

1216 North Seminary Avenue

1216 North Seminary Avenue

1216 North Seminary Avenue

1216 North Seminary Avenue

1216 North Seminary Avenue

1216 North Seminary Avenue

Various Properties 1216 North Seminary Avenue W/ family alliance

Kelley Williamson Co. 1332 Harrison Ave Mobil 1144 North Seminary Avenue Mobil 1144 North Seminary Avenue

Need additional driveway on south side 

of property, prefer a bit to the North to 

aid circulation

Michael J Mcnerney 1320 North Seminary Avenue Michel J Mcnerney Attorney at Law 1320 North Seminary Avenue Michel J Mcnerney Attorney at Law 1320 North Seminary Avenue OK with combined driveways

St. John's Lutheran Church 401 Saint John Road St. John's Lutheran Church 401 Saint John Road St. John's Lutheran Church 401 Saint John Road

Possible to add a second entrance on 

North side of St. John's Road? No 

connection between North driveway 

and parking lot

Woodstock Christian Care Inc 318 Mansfield 

Hearthstone Communities

Hearthstone Communities

Hearthstone Communities

350 Christian Way

350 North Seminary Avenue

840 North Seminary Avenue

Hearthstone Communities 350/840 North Seminary Avenue

Concern over impacts to new building 

and patio facing IL-47, all access to 

parcels from christian way

Check to see if new facility is within 

path, Patio faces IL-47, Whole parcel 

redeveloped

Woodstock Christian Life Services 920 North Seminary Avenue Hearthstone Manor 920 North Seminary Avenue Hearthstone Manor 920 North Seminary Avenue

No definite redevelopment plan but we 

have identified the area north of 

Hearthstone Manor (920 North 

Seminary) up to the Free Methodist 

Church as possible development

Woodstock Residence Realty LLC 308 McHenry Avenue Crossroads Care Center 309 McHenry Avenue Crossroads Care Center 309 McHenry Avenue
Service entrance on IL-47, Main 

entrance on McHenry Ave

2030 LLC 2030 North Seminary Avenue BGS&L 2030 North Seminary Avenue BGS&L 2030 North Seminary Avenue

Strongly desire left in access from North 

since courthouse is North.  Clients 

coming from courthouse and coming to 

business

Desires left in from North

County of McHenry 2201 North Seminary Avenue
Mchenry County Treasures' Office

Mchenry County Government Center 

2100 North Seminary Avenue

2200 North Seminary Avenue
McHenry County 2100/2200 North Seminary Avenue

It is possible in the next three to four 

years for the County to begin to plan 

construction for a public safety center 

behind the County Admininstration 

building at 667 Ware Road

Family Alliance 2028 North Seminary Avenue Family Alliance 2028 North Seminary Avenue Family Alliance 2028 North Seminary Avenue Rare Small Semi's 
Investigate median break with joint 

driveway possible?

Carol Jean Properties Inc. PO Box 452

Stassen Insurance

The Foot and Ankle Institute 

Woodstock Internal Medicine

Affordable Flooring

Town & Country Family Restaurant

Green Garden Chinese Restaurant

Apple Vacations

Liberty Tax

Tropical Tan Spa

Cash 4 Gold

1662 South Eastwood Drive

1666 South Eastwood Drive

1664 South Eastwood Drive

1690 South Eastwood Drive

1674 South Eastwood Drive

1680 South Eastwood Drive

1684 South Eastwood Drive

1672 South Eastwood Drive

1682 South Eastwood Drive

1670 South Eastwood Drive

Various Properties 1662 - 1670 South Eastwood Drive

SEVERE DRAINAGE PROBLEMS, GOTTEN 

WORSE FROM DEVELOPMENT TO THE 

NORTH, Deliveries through parking 

aisles on South and West sides of Strip 

Mall, Loading Dock located in the 

Northwest corner of the Mall

Would prefer entrance 30 +- feet to the 

South and straddle parking lot



Company Address # Address Street Property Property Address Additional Information Hard Copy Plan Notes

Silver Creek Partners 1391 West 10th Avenue

Factotum Property Management

Snap Fitness

Country Financial

Allstate Insurance 

Northwest Community Counseling

Advanced Chiropractic

Advocacy Counseling Center

Floating Lotus Massage

1400 North Seminary Avenue

1400 North Seminary Avenue

1400 North Seminary Avenue

1400 North Seminary Avenue

1400 North Seminary Avenue

1400 North Seminary Avenue

1400 North Seminary Avenue

1400 North Seminary Avenue

Various Properties 1400 North Seminary Avenue

CONCERNED ABOUT NO LEFT OUT/NO 

LEFT IN ACCESS.  COULD A COMBINED 

ACCESS WITH R1/R0/L1 ACCESS BE 

CONSIDERED?
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Illinois Route 47 

Phase I Study 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
3 Brothers Restaurant 

 

Date:  August 21, 2014 

Time:  1:30 PM 

Location: 3 Brothers Restaurant – 1220 S Eastwood Drive, Woodstock, IL 

Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc. 

 

A meeting between 3 Brothers Restaurant (3 Brothers), Strand Associates (Strand), and Illinois 

Department of Transportation (Department) was held on August 21, 2014 at 1:30 PM to discuss 

the IL Rt. 47 Phase I Study and possible acquisition of the 3 Brothers property.  Attendees 

included Kim Alimovski (3 Brothers), Kelly Alimovski (3 Brothers), Renata Alimovski (3 Brothers), 

Michael Coppedge (3 Brothers), Darcie Gabrisko (Strand), Bill Plant (Strand), Mike Cullian 

(Department), Steve Schilke (Department), John Baldauf (Department), and Kyle Bochte 

(Department). 

 

Introductions were made and a project schedule update was given. The project is a preliminary 

engineering and environmental study (Phase I) of IL Rt. 47 in Woodstock from US Rt. 14 to 

Charles Road. A public meeting was held on July 9, 2014 to discuss the project purpose and 

need, to present the proposed alternatives, and to obtain public input.  Proposed alternatives 

presented consist of widening and reconstruction of IL Rt. 47 to provide for additional through 

and turning lanes, barrier curb median, potential improvements to bicycle and pedestrian 

systems, and intersection alternatives including roundabouts. 3 Brothers Restaurant 

representatives were unable to attend the public meeting. The project team is working to have 

a public hearing in winter 2014. It was explained that in general Phase I projects typically take 

3-6 years to complete. Once Phase I is completed, contract plan preparation and land 

acquisition (Phase II) could begin if funding is available.  Funding has been identified for the 

contract plan preparation phase which will begin upon completion of Phase I. Phase I is 

anticipated to be completed in winter 2014. Funding for land acquisition and construction 

(Phase III)  for this project is not currently included in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2015-2020 

Multi-Modal Transportation Improvement Program.  However, this project will be included in 

our priorities for future funding consideration among similar improvement needs throughout 

the region. 
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A brief history of the project was given. The first public meeting for the project was held on 

February 10, 2010. The purpose of this meeting was to receive data on the corridor and identify 

existing problems. One common comment was to explore the possibility of a bypass route 

either east or west of the existing IL Rt. 47 corridor. Bypasses were further investigated but 

later eliminated due to the fact that they didn’t remove enough congestion off of the IL Rt. 47 

roadway. All alternatives after this point were on-alignment alternatives. The project team has 

held a total of three public meetings and six Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meetings. Public 

meeting no. 2 and the CAG meetings resulted in the public’s desire to investigate roundabouts 

in the corridor. Six roundabout intersections were originally considered. One was later 

eliminated because it did not function well at the intersection. The five remaining roundabout 

alternatives are proposed at the intersections of IL Rt. 47 with Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, 

Judd Street, Ware Road, and Charles Road. Each roundabout acts independently except for Lake 

Avenue and McConnell Road. Due to their close proximity, in order for the Lake Avenue and 

McConnell Road intersections to operate properly the two intersections must have the same 

type of traffic control. Therefore, both of the two intersections must have either roundabouts 

or traffic signals. If the signalized intersection design is  selected, the existing bridge for the 

Union Pacific Railroad over IL Rt. 47 must be replaced. The reconstruction of the railroad 

structure would require the construction of  temporary railroad tracks to maintain operations 

of the railroad during construction of the new bridge. This design increases the cost of the 

construction by approximately $30 million. The proposed roundabout alternative allows the 

existing bridge to remain in place and proposes a pedestrian tunnel to be built east of the 

roadway bridge to accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists. Our analysis also revealed all five 

roundabout alternatives have better operations, less delay, and improved safety over the 

signalized intersection alternative. The roundabout and traditional signalized intersection 

alternatives were presented at public meeting no. 3. Feedback received at the public meeting, 

CAG meetings, and various stakeholder meetings was in overwhelming support of the 

roundabout alternatives. Based on feedback from stakeholders and technical analysis, all five 

roundabouts are being carried forward as the preferred alternative.  

 

Both alternatives have two travel lanes in each direction and an 18’ barrier median. The existing 

pavement width varies throughout the corridor but is typically around 36 feet, with one 12-foot 

lane in each direction and a 12-foot flush two-way left turn lane. 3 Brothers Restaurant 

representatives asked if two lanes in each direction is locked in as the roadway cross section. 

The two lanes in each direction as well as the 18’ barrier median is locked in as the proposed 

cross section because the projected traffic warrants two lanes in each direction. All proposed 

roundabouts will be multilane roundabouts. 

 

Both the roundabout and signalized intersection alternatives at Lake Avenue result in impacts 

to the 3 Brothers Restaurant. However, the roundabout alternative would result in a potential 

full acquisition of the 3 Brothers Restaurant. 

 

Various figures focusing in on the Lake Avenue intersection and the corridor as a whole were 

presented. The study team asked for input from 3 Brothers representatives regarding their 
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initial issues and concerns with the IL Rt. 47 study area.  Comments, issues and concerns 

provided about the corridor included: 

 

• 3 Brothers Restaurant representatives asked if the Department performed the land 

acquisition process for the IL Rt. 47 reconstruction project in Huntley, Illinois. The 

Department did acquire six properties in Huntley for the project. 

• If a standard signalized intersection at Lake Avenue was designed, the northbound 

direction would have one left turn lane but the southbound direction would have two 

left turn lanes in order to accommodate traffic volumes. Although the south leg of the 

intersection, in front of 3 Brothers, has only one left turn lane it is required to be as 

wide as the two left turn lanes on the opposite leg of the intersection for safety and 

geometric purposes. 

• 3 Brothers Restaurant representatives stated that the barrier median will severely hurt 

all businesses within the corridor. The Department stated that U-turns will be 

accommodated for passenger vehicles at most median breaks and roundabouts will 

provide U-turn capabilities for not only passenger vehicles but larger vehicles such as 

buses and trucks. Throughout the study, the project team has received input from 

various stakeholders on the median openings in order to best accommodate business 

and corridor needs.  

 

Comments, issues, and concerns provided about the possible acquisition of the property 

included the following: 

 

• 3 Brothers representatives asked if the design can be moved at all in order to save the 

building. The project study team explored several alternatives and locations for the 

roundabout at Lake Avenue, balancing several project objectives in order to optimize its 

location. Moving the location of the roundabout would result in additional impacts as 

well as cost. 

• The 3 Brothers Restaurant has been in business and at its current location for 37 years. 3 

Brothers representatives asked what the displacement criteria are to decide what 

location is best for the roundabout. A combination of issues are balanced when 

selecting the optimal location for the roundabout. This includes cost, impacts, traffic 

operations, the skew of the intersection, and safety. For example, when considering the 

bypass alternative, several additional relocations would have been necessary. However, 

the alternative was not eliminated until the traffic projections proved the bypass to be 

ineffective.  

• There are approximately 300 parcels within the project limits along the corridor.  

• 3 Brothers representatives stated that the signalized intersection design could be worse 

than the roundabout design because the project would be very close to the existing 

building. A figure was shown of the traffic signal design at Lake Avenue that was 

eliminated after public meeting no. 3. In this alternative, 3 Brothers would not have 

been acquired but several others were due to the railroad shoofly required. The total 

right-of-way acquisition for the signalized design at Lake and McConnell was greater 
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than the roundabout design. To access the property going northbound on IL Rt. 47 with 

this design, the driver would be required to U-turn at Lake Avenue and turn right into 

the driveway. Drivers would also be required to turn right out of the entrance when 

leaving the property.  

• 3 Brothers Restaurant indicated that relocating the business would be devastating to 

the family. They want to stay in Woodstock and do not want to relocate. 

• 3 Brothers Restaurant indicated they own the property and building. The Department 

indicated that when a full acquisition is acquired the property owner would be 

compensated for the fair market value of their property. The Department does not 

purchase or provide compensation for damages to the business itself due to state law. 

The Department would also provide relocation assistance which would include 

relocating items within the business such as chairs, tables, and other items to the new 

location. 3 Brothers representatives expressed concern over the future of their business. 

The Department’s goal is to help reestablish the business elsewhere so that the business 

could continue operations. The Department cannot guarantee they will be located at a 

location that is identical to their existing location. 3 Brothers representatives asked if 

this is the process for all relocations. The Department confirmed that it is. 3 Brothers 

representatives asked what will happen if the payment they receive for the property is 

not enough for a new building.  

• 3 Brothers representatives asked how long it would be before their parcel is acquired. 

Funding for the contract plan preparation phase has been secured and will begin upon 

completion of Phase I which is anticipated to be in winter 2014. Contract plan 

preparation would take approximately 18-24 months to complete. Land acquisition 

typically occurs at the same time as the contract plan preparation phase, however 

funding is not currently identified for this phase. Land acquisition would take 

approximately 24 months to complete for a project of this magnitude. The Department 

explained that typically land acquisition does not begin until funding has been identified 

not only for land acquisition but construction (Phase III) as well. Therefore, the 

Department would not be looking to acquire the property until construction is funded. 

Funding for construction is not currently included in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2015-

2020 Multi-Modal Transportation Improvement Program. The preliminary estimate of 

cost of construction for this project is approximately $60 million. 3 Brothers 

representatives asked if they are safe and will not be acquired for at least five years. The 

Department could not guarantee this. The time frame is still unknown because funding 

can be provided at any time.  

• 3 Brothers representatives asked if the Department will use the quick take process in 

order to acquire the property. The Department could use quick take if construction is 

within one year of beginning. Using quick take is not the Department’s first choice when 

acquiring property. If quick take is used, the judge for the land acquisition process will 

ultimately decide what the Department pays for the property. 

• 3 Brothers representatives asked if this project is a local match, state funded, or 

federally funded project. The Department explained that there are items which require 

local cost participation which include bike and pedestrian facilities, roadway lighting, 

and utility relocations. 3 Brothers representatives then asked if the City’s refusal to pay 
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for these items would affect the implementation of the project. The Department 

indicated the refusal to cost participate would not prevent the construction of this 

improvement.  

• The Department explained feedback obtained for residents and various stakeholders is 

in support of the proposed improvements. 3 Brothers representatives believe citizens 

want the widening but think all businesses are against the project. 3 Brothers 

representatives asked how much the project study team has talked to businesses within 

the corridor. The feedback the study team has received from businesses is that the 

corridor is very congested and the lack of access control is contributing to crashes.  

• 3 Brothers representatives asked how many businesses in the corridor are getting 

relocated. The preferred alternative results in nine potential property relocations.  

• 3 Brothers representatives asked how the Department will determine what the property 

is worth. The property value will be determined with an independent appraisal. The 

appraisal will be based on other comparable sales in the area. The appraisal does not 

look at current listings. This appraisal is then reviewed by an independent reviewer. 

Once approved, the Department will then present the parcel owner with an offer for the 

property. The property will be appraised at the time the property needs to be acquired. 

3 Brothers representatives asked what would happen if the Department and 3 Brothers 

representatives cannot come to an agreement on the value of the property. If an 

agreement cannot be made, the case would go to court and the court will make the 

determination. 3 Brothers representatives stated that they are willing to fight this in 

court.  

• 3 Brothers representatives explained that they currently have 35 employees and 

believes the State should take that into consideration.  

• 3 Brothers representatives asked about what their next steps are. The Department 

recommended looking for possible locations to move to. However, since funding is 

currently not identified there is no potential for advanced acquisition at this time. 

Representatives from the Department would be in contact with them once funding has 

been identified for land acquisition process to begin. 

• The project study team indicated they received input on the project from various 

entities, including the Woodstock Police Department, Woodstock Fire District, and the 

school district. In general, they are supportive of the project. 3 Brothers representatives 

believe this is skewed because it is an improvement for other entities.  

 

3  Brothers asked when the next meeting is. The public hearing is scheduled to be at the end of 

2014 or the beginning of 2015.  

 

3 Brothers representatives thanked the project team for meeting and keeping the restaurant 

informed. The 3 Brothers representatives were asked to contact the project team if they have 

any further questions. 
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IL Route 47 from US 14 to Charles Road 

 Preliminary Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study 

Chamber of Commerce Meeting Summary 

Chamber of Commerce Meeting Summary  
 

It was noted at Public Meeting #3 that many business owners along the corridor had not attended.  The 

City of Woodstock along with the Woodstock Chamber of Commerce & Industry requested IDOT present 

the anticipated scope project for the businesses along the corridor.  Therefore, a meeting was held with 

local businesses along IL Route 47 within the project limits for the Preliminary Engineering and 

Environmental (Phase I) Study of  IL Route 47 from US 14 to Charles Road. The meeting was held on 

Thursday, October 23, 2014 at Golden Eagle Community Bank, 975 Country Club Road, Woodstock, IL 

from 4 – 6 PM. The public meeting consisted of a formal PowerPoint Presentation as well as an open 

house format.  

 

Roll plots of the preferred alternative were displayed on tables. Post-it notes and pens were also 

available, allowing attendees to comment on the proposed design. A PowerPoint Presentation was given 

by the Illinois Department of Transportation. The presentation included information regarding the 

project overview, a review of the Purpose and Need, alternatives considered, access management 

benefits, and the next steps of the project. The meeting was attended by 66 people, 11 comment forms 

and 7 Roll Plot comments were received. One of the comment forms was formatted as a petition 

opposing the proposed barrier median. The petition contained 22 signatures. 

Public Involvement Efforts 
 

The Woodstock Chamber of Commerce representatives visited each business along the corridor and 

hand delivered an invitation to the meeting.  

Attendance   
 

The following officials were in attendance: 

-City of Woodstock: Roscoe Stelford, Cort Carlson, Paul Rusko, John Schuh, RB Thompson, Mark Indyke, 

Mark Saladin, Trish Bayer, Paul Christensen, Joseph Napolitano 

-McHenry County Housing Authority: Julie Biel Claussen 
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Media outlets represented: 

-The Woodstock Independent  

 

A sign in sheet is attached displaying the businesses in attendance. 

 

Comments 
 

11 comment forms as well as 7 roll plot comments were received during the meeting. Verbal comments 

were also heard. The topics include the following: 

 

Common Comment themes include: 

 

• Barrier curb median will be detrimental to the businesses 

• U-turns are not safe 

• Median Break location adjustments 

• Cross access between properties 

• Delivery/truck management 

• Parking Loss 

• Access and signing during construction 

• Support of signalized intersections 

• Support of Roundabouts 

• Roundabout maintenance concerns 

• Inquiries regarding the Citizens Advisory Group (CAG) members  
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Leisa Niemotka

From: Mary Wood <MWood@cclclaw.com>
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2016 9:12 AM
To: Leisa Niemotka
Cc: Jim Campion; Casey Meyers
Subject: Route 47

Casey Meyers forwarded your email to Mr. Campion and he would like to attend the meeting this Friday at 10:00 a.m. at 
the Woodstock Public Library with regard to the preliminary engineering and environmental study of Route 47.  Thank 
you.   
 
Mary A. Wood 
Legal Assistant 
Campion, Curran, Lamb & Cunabaugh, PC 
8600 U.S. Highway 14, Ste. 201 
Crystal Lake, IL  60012 
815/459‐8440 
815/455‐8134 – Fax 
      
THIS EMAIL CONTAINS PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF 
THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE.  IF THE READER OF THIS EMAIL IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR THE EMPLOYEE OR 
AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING IT TO THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION OR 
COPYING OF THIS EMAIL IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS EMAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY US BY A 
REPLY EMAIL AND DELETE THE ORIGINAL EMAIL.  THANK YOU.  
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Leisa Niemotka

From: James Bigelow <bigelow-4@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 12:17 PM
To: Leisa Niemotka
Subject: Re: You Are Invited - Friday, December 2, 2016

FYI....we no longer own the property at 1480 S. Eastwood Drive, Woodstock, IL  60098 and have 
notified you as of such previously.  That property is now owned by Bull Valley Ford. 
 
Please make that correction in your files. 
 
James Bigelow 

 

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com> 
To: bigelow-4@sbcglobal.net  
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2016 3:18 PM 
Subject: You Are Invited - Friday, December 2, 2016 
 
November 22, 2016 

Dear Stakeholder - 

On behalf of the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) you are cordially invited to review and 
discuss the preliminary engineering and environmental (Phase I) study of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47). 
The study area is located in the City of Woodstock and McHenry County, extending approximately 5 
miles from US Route 14 to Charles Road. The purpose of the project is to improve capacity, 
operations, safety, access management and pedestrian accommodations along the corridor. 

The intent of this small group meeting is to review the preliminary preferred alternative; project study 
team members will be on hand to discuss any specific issues or concerns you may have.  

Date: Friday, December 2, 2016 

Time: 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm 

Location: Woodstock Public Library, 414 W. Judd Street, Woodstock, IL 60089 

RSVP to Leisa.Niemotka@imagesinc.net no later than Wednesday, November 30. 

This meeting is to provide businesses such as yours an opportunity to provide feedback in a smaller 
group setting. If you cannot attend, there are a variety of other ways to provide input to the study. 
Please visit the project website at www.il47woodstockstudy.com for more information and to sign up 
to receive future meeting notices. 

Contract plan preparation (Phase II) is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I 
Study.  Land acquisition (Phase II), construction (Phase III) and construction engineering (Phase III) 
are not currently included in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2017-22 Proposed Highway Improvement 
Program.  However, funding for this project will be considered among similar improvement needs 
throughout the region. 
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If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Steve Schilke, Major 
Projects Unit Head, (IDOT) at 847-705-4125 or Darcie Gabrisko, Project Manager (Strand 
Associates, Inc.) at 815-744-4200. 

Sincerely, 

Leisa Niemotka 
IL-47 Project Study Team Member 
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Leisa Niemotka

Subject: FW: Friday Dec. 2nd meeting - Revised attachment

From: Brad Schlottman [mailto:brad@blueribbonmillwork.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 12:39 PM 
To: Leisa Niemotka <Leisa.Niemotka@imagesinc.net> 
Subject: RE: Friday Dec. 2nd meeting ‐ Revised attachment 
 

Thanks Leisa !! 
 
Brad Schlottman 
Blue Ribbon Millwork 
1401 S. Eastwood (RT. 47) 
Woodstock, IL. 60098 
815‐338‐8900 
 

From: Leisa Niemotka  
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 9:12 AM 
To: 'Brad Schlottman' <brad@blueribbonmillwork.com> 
Subject: RE: Friday Dec. 2nd meeting 
 
Dear Mr. Schlottman, 
 
We are sorry that you are unable to attend but all the meeting materials will be made available on the project website at 
http://il47woodstockstudy.com/information_center/presentations.aspx shortly after the meeting’s conclusion.  For your 
reference please see the attached plan and profile sheet in your area. 
 
Thank You, 
IL 47 Project Study Team 
 

From: Brad Schlottman [mailto:brad@blueribbonmillwork.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2016 3:40 PM 
To: Leisa Niemotka <Leisa.Niemotka@imagesinc.net> 
Subject: Friday Dec. 2nd meeting 
 

Hi Leisa,   
       I will not be able to attend the meeting on Dec. 2nd as I will be out of town.  Is there a link 
where I can see the drawings that will be available at this meeting? 
 
Thanks,  Brad 
 
Brad Schlottman 
Blue Ribbon Millwork 
1401 S. Eastwood (RT. 47) 
Woodstock, IL. 60098 
815‐338‐8900 
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Illinois Route 47
Phase I Study

MEETING MINUTES
3 Brothers Restaurant

Date: October 19, 2017
Time: 9:00 AM
Location: Woodstock Public Library – 414 W Judd Street, Woodstock, IL
Prepared By: Strand Associates, Inc.

A meeting between 3 Brothers Restaurant, Strand Associates (Strand), Illinois Department of
Transportation (Department), and the City of Woodstock (City) was held on October 19, 2017 at
9:00 AM to discuss the IL 47 Phase I Study and the property located at 1220 S Eastwood Drive,
currently occupied by 3 Brothers Restaurant.  Attendees included Kim Alimovski (3 Brothers
Restaurant), Kelly Alimovski (3 Brothers Restaurant), Renata Alimovski (3 Brothers Restaurant),
Darcie Gabrisko (Strand), Bill Plant (Strand), Sheila Derka (Department), Steve Schilke
(Department), Corey Smith (Department), Kyle Bochte (Department), Garrett Anderson (City),
Krista Coltrin (City), Joe Napolitano (City), and Roscoe Stelford (City).

Introductions were made and a project update was given. The project is a preliminary
engineering  and  environmental  study  (Phase  I)  of  IL  47  in  Woodstock  from  US  14  to  Charles
Road.  The  preferred  alternative  includes  a  roundabout  at  the  intersection  of  IL  47  and  Lake
Avenue. The roundabout alternative allows for two lanes in each direction underneath the
existing railroad bridge. A new 14’ diameter tunnel for a shared-use path will also be
constructed underneath the railroad east of the existing bridge. The roundabout was selected
as a part of the preferred alternative because it allows the existing railroad bridge between
Lake Avenue and McConnell Road to remain, reducing potential displacements, saving
approximately $30 million and reducing the construction duration. The signalized intersection
alternative at Lake Avenue required the existing railroad bridge be reconstructed, increasing
displacements, project costs and construction duration.

The edge of pavement for the previously proposed roundabout at Lake Avenue required the 3
Brothers Restaurant to be relocated. Over the last several months, the project study team
investigated several additional roundabout alternatives to eliminate the need to relocate 3
Brothers Restaurant. Figures showing different alternatives investigated were displayed. Due to
critical flaws in a majority of the alternatives, only one alternative other than the full property
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relocation remains. This new alternative is now being carried as part of the preferred
alternative.

Exhibits were displayed showing the new alternative at the Lake Avenue roundabout. The
alternative consists of relocating the awning at the current 3 Brothers Restaurant entrance on
the east side of the building and moving the front entrance of the restaurant to a different part
of the building. 3 Brothers Restaurant confirmed that the glass front entrance and awning were
additions to the original building and therefore can likely be removed.

Moving the front entrance of a restaurant along a state route to prevent property relocation
was completed as a part of the LaGrange Road (US 45) reconstruction project in Orland Park, IL.
Figures were displayed of the aerial and street view of Petey’s Restaurant at the southwest
corner of the intersection of US 45 and 159th Street (US 6) prior to the US 45 reconstruction. In
these figures, the existing entrance to the building was located at the northeast corner of the
property, near the intersection corner. Figures were also displayed of the new aerial and street
view  of  Petey’s  Restaurant.  As  a  part  of  the  US  45  reconstruction,  the  front  entrance  was
moved to the southeast corner of the building to prevent property relocation.

The preferred alternative will impact the existing sign at the northeast corner of the property.
The sign is on 3 Brothers Restaurant property but is currently used by 3 Brothers Restaurant
and the Best Western Hotel, located west of 3 Brothers Restaurant. 3 Brothers Restaurant does
not anticipate issues with relocating the sign.

The preferred alternative impacts several parking spaces located on the north side of 3 Brothers
Restaurant. Some of the parking spaces located on the north side of the restaurant are owned
by Best Western. 3 Brothers Restaurant and Best Western have an existing access agreement
allowing patrons of  3 Brothers Restaurant to park on the northeast  part  of  the Best  Western
property  and  patrons  of  the  Best  Western  to  park  on  the  southwest  part  of  the  3  Brothers
Restaurant property.  3 Brothers Restaurant pays for the maintenance of all the parking area on
3 Brothers Restaurant property as well as the parking area at the northeast part of Best
Western property currently used by 3 Brothers Restaurant. Because of the existing access
agreement, all parking spaces being impacted at this corner of the intersection are currently
used by 3 Brothers Restaurant. 3 Brothers Restaurant fears that Best Western will be
compensated for the loss of parking on their property and will elect not to replace the parking
because it is only used by 3 Brothers Restaurant. However, if it is proven that an access
agreement exists, both parties of the access agreement will be required to sign the land
acquisition documents associated with loss of parking. Also, Best Western may be required to
replace some parking stalls to meet City parking ordinances.

The existing entrance located at the northeast corner of 3 Brothers Restaurant is proposed to
be removed as a part of this project. The existing entrance located at the southeast corner of
the restaurant is proposed to remain. This entrance will become a right-in/right-out entrance.
The existing entrance located along Lake Avenue is proposed to remain but is on Best Western
property. This entrance will also become a right-in/right-out entrance.
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As part of the Land Acquisition process, the Department will create an engineering specialty
report for impacts to the property such as the parking impacts, building impacts and sign
impacts. This report will document impacts to the property and identify the offered
compensation from the Department to the property owner. The report will include information
such  as  locations  where  additional  parking  could  be  accommodated  after  the  removal  of
parking stalls related to this project. It will also include possible relocation of the sign and
relocation/reconstruction of the restaurant entrance If no additional parking areas are
available, the Department will compensate the property owner for associated parking damages.

Any costs elected by the property owner that are above and beyond the anticipated standard
cost to relocate the restaurant entrance will be at the expense of the property owner. After the
engineering specialty report and negotiations are completed with the property owner, the
Department will compensate the property owner the negotiated amount and the property
owner  will  be  responsible  for  hiring  a  contractor  to  perform  any  necessary  construction.
Construction includes the relocated entrance, parking, sign and any other improvement on the
property affected by the proposed acquisition.

It is anticipated land acquisition for this project will take 18-24 months to complete. The City
and Department will contact the property owner as land acquisition approaches. Land
acquisition for the project is not currently funded and is not anticipated for at least another five
to eight years, but could be longer depending on funding. The Department typically does not
begin land acquisition until construction is funded because the temporary easements necessary
only last five years. It is unlikely that advanced funding will become available to assist 3
Brothers Restaurant in the land acquisition process. Advanced funding is typically reserved for
full property relocations. If 3 Brothers Restaurant elects to be relocated rather than have their
building modified or if it is determined the damages are too large, it will have to be coordinated
with the Department during land acquisition. The following lists the typical land acquisition
process for Department projects:

1. Survey property and obtain existing Plats of Highway and title.
2. Independent company appraises property and develops specialty reports.
3. Second independent company reviews property appraisal and specialty reports.
4. Department makes offer to property owner for land acquisition based on appraisal and

specialty reports.
5. Department and property owner negotiate offer.
6. If the Department and property owner cannot agree on the land acquisition

compensation or  clear  title  cannot be obtained the parties  go to court.  This  is  seen as
the last resort.

Additional discussions regarding the 3 Brothers Restaurant property included the following:
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· 3 Brothers Restaurant asked if there will be a problem when the preferred alternative is
built and the restaurant no longer meets building set back requirements. The City will
look at this further as the project progresses.

· 3 Brothers Restaurant stated that there is a detention basin located north of 3 Brothers
Restaurant  on  Best  Western  property  that  often  floods.  3  Brothers  Restaurant  stated
that they currently maintain the detention area. The preferred alternative includes
removing the existing detention basin at this location. The preferred alternative also
includes replacing the existing storm sewer system along IL 47 with a new trunk line and
additional detention areas. A detention basin is proposed at the southeast corner of IL
47 and McConnell Road. Because the existing detention basin near Lake Avenue is
proposed to be removed, this could be a location to accommodate additional parking.
However, because this basin is on Best Western property, the decision to include
additional parking would not be up to 3 Brothers Restaurant. Additional parking at this
location would not be included as a part of this project but would be evaluated during
land acquisition.

· The  City  and  Department  stated  3  Brothers  Restaurant  should  consider  waiting  to
complete major improvements to the property until after the land acquisition process is
complete because the land acquisition could impact the improvements. Smaller repairs
and maintenance such as roof replacement and painting can be completed beforehand.

Additional discussions regarding the overall project included the following:

· Roundabouts are proposed at the intersections of Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd
Street/Irving Avenue, Ware Road, and Charles Road. Overall, the project study team has
received positive feedback from stakeholders regarding the proposed roundabouts
along IL 47. The roundabout at Charles Road and Raffel Road in Woodstock, IL recently
opened and is operating successfully. There are many successful larger scale
roundabouts in Wisconsin that are similar to the proposed roundabouts along IL 47.

· 3 Brothers Restaurant asked if portions of the overall project could be constructed at
different times. Due to the congestion south of IL 120, construction from US 14 to IL 120
will  likely  occur  all  at  once.  If  funding  for  IL  120  to  Charles  Road  is  not  available,  this
section could be postponed. The proposed roundabouts at Ware Road and Charles Road
could  also  be  funded  and  constructed  before  the  rest  of  the  segment  from  IL  120  to
Charles Road.  Along IL  47 from Reed Road to US 14,  the only section that  is  currently
funded for construction is the IL 47 bridge over the Kishwaukee River. The section from
Reed Road to US 14 is part of a different Phase I project.

· After the Phase I environmental study is complete, there are typically minimal changes
to  the  preferred  alternative.  Slight  modifications  to  small  items  such  as  driveway
locations are possible but the roundabout will remain the preferred alternative and 3
Brothers Restaurant will remain as a proposed building modification rather than a
building relocation. If major modifications to the preferred alternative are proposed by
another party following the completion of the Phase I environmental study currently in
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progress, the consultant will be required to coordinate the changes with the project
study team.

· Seven commercial buildings are proposed to be relocated as a part of this project
excluding 3 Brothers Restaurant.

· It is anticipated construction will take three years to complete.

3 Brothers Restaurant thanked the project study team and the City of Woodstock for the effort
and for meeting. 3 Brothers Restaurant was glad that the property is now proposed to be a
building modification rather than building relocation. There were no further questions or
discussions.
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STRAND ASSOCIATES, INC.®
PHONE CONVERSATION RECORD

Project:
IL 47 (US 14 to Charles Road)
Phase I, McHenry County

Job No.:
SAI: 6346.014
IDOT: P-91-007-09

Date: 11-18-09 By: Darcie
Gabrisko

Call to: Darcie Gabrisko
Phone #:
Call from: Todd DiBenedetto
Phone #: 312-343-0747

Representing:
Mambo Car Wash

Time: CC:

Todd called asking about the project status.  I told him a public meeting will be held to gather corridor
information in Jan or Feb. 2010.  We are simply gathering data right now in order to prepare for the
meeting.  I suggested to him that the final scope of this project likely won’t be determined for perhaps 4
years.  Design would be 1 to 2 years and construction after that.  I told him the project is not funded, so
there are no plans for construction at this time.  I took his email information and promised to add him to
the email notification list for the meetings. toddeib@aol.com



STRAND ASSOCIATES, INC.®
PHONE CONVERSATION RECORD

Project:
IL 47 (US 14 to Charles Road)
Phase I, McHenry County

Job No.:
SAI: 6346.014
IDOT: P-91-007-09

Date: 10/06/09 By: Darcie
Gabrisko

Call to: Darcie Gabrisko
Phone #:
Call from: Ralph Webster
Phone #: 815-338-2621

Representing:
Woodstock Fire
District

Time: CC: Images

Ralph called upon receipt of our Data Collection Request letter dated 9-30-2009.  He said the
Woodstock Fire District map is too big to send. He offered to summarize their District limits in a
sentence or two.  All of Woodstock is within the fire rescue district.  They have no improvements or
station needs at this time.  They do have a facility with frontage on IL Route 47.  If that property is
affected by the project, they may require access onto IL Route 47 from the rear of their facility.

I thanked him and said there would be more opportunities to discuss the project and their facilities and
needs relative to emergency service access at future meetings.

Ralph can also be contacted via e-mail at rwebster@wfrd.org







August	
  3,	
  2014	
  
Cliff	
  Leegard	
  
4201	
  E	
  Lake	
  Shore	
  Rd	
  
Wonder	
  Lake,	
  IL	
  60097	
  
CLeegard@yahoo.com	
  
815-­‐728-­‐1729	
  
CS#:	
  1184	
  
	
  
Looking	
  over	
  your	
  information,	
  I	
  take	
  issue	
  with	
  3	
  things.	
  
1.	
  Mixing	
  Roundabouts	
  and	
  Signalized	
  intersections	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  good	
  idea.	
  The	
  red	
  lights	
  
at	
  the	
  signals	
  will	
  cause	
  traffic	
  to	
  back-­‐up	
  into	
  the	
  Roundabouts	
  -­‐	
  creating	
  chaos.	
  Do	
  
them	
  all	
  one	
  way	
  or	
  the	
  other	
  
2.	
  I	
  take	
  issue	
  with	
  some	
  roundabouts	
  having	
  2	
  medians	
  (instead	
  of	
  just	
  one	
  on	
  the	
  
left	
  to	
  separate	
  you	
  from	
  opposing	
  traffic)when	
  entering	
  the	
  roundabout-­‐	
  one	
  
specifically	
  for	
  right	
  have	
  turners.	
  This	
  puts	
  the	
  right	
  hand	
  turner	
  at	
  a	
  disadvantage	
  
because	
  he	
  is	
  looking	
  for	
  oncoming	
  traffic	
  over	
  his	
  shoulder	
  while	
  attempting	
  to	
  
merge	
  his	
  vehicle	
  with	
  traffic,	
  he	
  should	
  never	
  have	
  to	
  look/turn	
  his	
  head	
  more	
  than	
  
90	
  degrees.	
  Also	
  this	
  creates	
  additional	
  turning	
  for	
  your	
  vehicle	
  before	
  entering	
  the	
  
roundabout,	
  when	
  you	
  should	
  have	
  your	
  vehicle	
  pointed	
  straight	
  ahead	
  and	
  be	
  
concentrating	
  all	
  your	
  effort	
  in	
  looking	
  to	
  the	
  left	
  to	
  predict	
  your	
  merge	
  entrance	
  
(you	
  should	
  never	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  concerned	
  to	
  see	
  if	
  you	
  should	
  also	
  be	
  turning	
  your	
  
vehicle	
  to	
  follow	
  the	
  roadway	
  curving	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  dangerous	
  and	
  slows	
  
down	
  throughput.	
  
3.	
  One	
  last	
  thing	
  -­‐	
  is:	
  Are	
  sidewalks/combined	
  bike/pedestrian	
  lanes	
  really	
  
necessary	
  in	
  non-­‐congested	
  area	
  on	
  both	
  sides	
  (rather	
  than	
  just	
  one	
  side)	
  of	
  the	
  
road	
  -­‐	
  seems	
  like	
  a	
  waste	
  of	
  money	
  to	
  me.	
  One	
  side	
  seems	
  perfectly	
  to	
  me	
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2016 3:56 PM
To: CLeegard@yahoo.com
Cc: cathy.Valente@imagesinc.net; Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov; Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov;

Gabrisko, Darcie; Plant, Bill
Subject: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)

October 5, 2016

Dear Mr. Leegard:

Thank you for your comments concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation's (Department) Preliminary
Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of
Woodstock, McHenry County.  The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management,
capacity, and pedestrian accommodations along the existing corridor.  Two alternatives are being considered.  One
that exclusively utilizes traffic signals while the other utilizes both traffic signals as well as roundabouts to manage
operations at major intersections.  This correspondence is in response to the comments you submitted on the project
website.

Your comments express concern regarding the traffic control at the intersections including the geometry of the
proposed roundabouts.  You also expressed concern regarding the pedestrian and bicycle accommodations. A detailed
traffic analysis was performed which analyzed operations of not only individual intersections but the operations of
multiple intersections in succession throughout the corridor.  The results of this analysis determined that due to the
distance between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road, both intersections must either have traffic signals or both have
roundabouts in order to properly operate.  Based on this analysis it was determined that the spacing between the
proposed roundabouts and traffic signals in both proposed alternatives is sufficient.

The bypass right-turn lanes are included in the proposed roundabout design to improve the operations of the
intersections.  Several sight distance criteria are considered in the proposed roundabout design. The right-turn lanes
are designed for drivers to have an adequate view of the splitter island, center island, and the circulating
roadway.  The design allows for drivers to have adequate line of sight to approaching traffic entering the roundabout
from the approach immediately to the left.

As part of this preliminary engineering study, the Department has provided a sidewalk and a shared-use path for non-
motorized types of transportation, in accordance with the Department's "Complete Streets" Policy.  The policy
provides guidance on selection of on-street versus off-street accommodations, based on factors including roadway
classification, and traffic volumes.  For this improvement, and based on these factors, the off-street shared-use path
was determined as the appropriate accommodation.  A sidewalk as well as a share-use path is proposed along both
the east and west sides of IL 47 to provide connectivity to various generators and destinations that exist on both sides
of IL 47 throughout the project corridor.

The Department is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses and
refining the alternatives for the project.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a public hearing
anticipated to be held in early 2017.

Contract plan preparation (Phase II) is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I Study.  Land
acquisition (Phase II), construction (Phase III), and construction engineering (Phase III) are not currently included in
the Department's Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However, funding for this project
will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region. Once additional funding is identified, the
land acquisition process is anticipated to take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24
to 36 months to complete depending on the alternative selected.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For more
project information and updates, please visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.
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As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Steve Schilke, P.E., Major Projects Unit Head at (847) 705-4125.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team



Web	
  Comments	
  
	
  

Jerry	
  Draffkorn	
  
popkorn@ameritech.net	
  
815-­‐337-­‐6754	
  
1621	
  Poplar	
  Lane	
  
Woodstock,	
  IL	
  60098	
  
	
  
8/28/2014	
  
CS#:	
  1188	
  
	
  
	
  
I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  suggest	
  that	
  the	
  utilities	
  be	
  moved	
  away	
  from	
  the	
  road	
  and	
  put	
  
behind	
  the	
  businesses	
  and	
  houses	
  along	
  route	
  47.	
  The	
  current	
  pole	
  and	
  overhead	
  
power	
  and	
  phone	
  lines	
  are	
  an	
  eyesore.	
  Also	
  the	
  lighting	
  fixtures	
  could	
  be	
  improved	
  
aesthetically.	
  Crystal	
  Lake	
  did	
  a	
  great	
  job	
  with	
  this	
  issue	
  when	
  they	
  improved	
  route	
  
14.	
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2016 4:16 PM
To: popkorn@ameritech.net
Cc: cathy.Valente@imagesinc.net; Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov; Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov;

Gabrisko, Darcie; Plant, Bill
Subject: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)

October 5, 2016

Dear Mr. Draffkorn:

Thank you for your comments concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation's (Department) Preliminary
Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of
Woodstock, McHenry County.  The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management,
capacity, and pedestrian accommodations along the existing corridor.  Two alternatives are being considered.  One
that exclusively utilizes traffic signals while the other utilizes both traffic signals as well as roundabouts to manage
operations at major intersections.  This correspondence is in response to the comments you submitted on the project
website.

Your comments express concern about the utilities and lighting along IL 47. Public utilities are typically permitted and
installed in the highway right-of-way.  The utility company/agency is responsible for 100% of the cost of removal and
relocation of its facilities if found in conflict with the proposed improvements.  As such, the locations of the utilities are
determined by the respective utility company/agency and not by the Department.

Roadway lighting will be evaluated as part of this project. The Department will be working with the City of Woodstock
regarding the lighting needs along the corridor.

The Department is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses and
refining the alternatives for the project.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a public hearing
anticipated to be held in early 2017.

Contract plan preparation (Phase II) is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I Study.  Land
acquisition (Phase II), construction (Phase III), and construction engineering (Phase III) are not currently included in
the Department's Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However, funding for this project
will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region. Once additional funding is identified, the
land acquisition process is anticipated to take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24
to 36 months to complete depending on the alternative selected.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For more
project information and updates, please visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Steve Schilke, P.E., Major Projects Unit Head at (847) 705-4125.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team



Illinois	
  Route	
  47	
  
	
  
October	
  23,	
  2014	
  
Jim	
  Potts	
  
Jim	
  Potts	
  Motor	
  Group	
  
1033	
  Wanda	
  Ln	
  
Woodstock,	
  IL	
  60098	
  
jim@jimpotts.com	
  
815-­‐383-­‐0640	
  
CS#:	
  1214	
  
	
  
terrible	
  way	
  of	
  talking	
  to	
  land	
  owners.	
  No	
  plan	
  for	
  owners	
  with	
  location	
  issues	
  as	
  far	
  
as	
  buy	
  backs.	
  No	
  contact	
  to	
  myself	
  as	
  far	
  as	
  land	
  buy	
  back,	
  was	
  told	
  property	
  must	
  
be	
  in	
  a	
  trust.	
  No	
  email-­‐phone	
  calls,	
  nothing	
  !	
  40	
  years	
  in	
  business	
  and	
  what	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  
be	
  thrown	
  under	
  the	
  bus.	
  	
  Typical	
  Government	
  answers.	
  We	
  deserve	
  better,	
  we	
  pay	
  
your	
  wages.	
  We	
  can	
  see	
  you	
  forgot	
  that.	
  



Illinois	
  Route	
  47	
  
	
  
November	
  13,	
  2014	
  
Jim	
  Potts	
  
Jim	
  Potts	
  Motor	
  Group	
  
1033	
  Wanda	
  Ln	
  
Woodstock,	
  IL	
  60098	
  
jim@jimpotts.com	
  
815-­‐383-­‐0640	
  
CS#:	
  1221	
  
	
  
when	
  do	
  you	
  start	
  answering	
  questions	
  ?	
  You	
  say	
  on	
  you	
  website	
  to	
  get	
  involved,	
  yet	
  
you	
  all	
  don't	
  respond.	
  Normal	
  government	
  policy.	
  



From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team [mailto:info@il47woodstockstudy.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 10:12 AM 
To: jim@jimpotts.com 
Subject: Thank you for your interest in the Illinois 47 Phase I Study 

 
Dear Mr. Potts, 
 
We have received your comments regarding the Illinois Route 47 Preliminary Engineering and Environmental 
(Phase I) Study.  We apologize for the delayed response. Please expect a formal response to your comments 
in the next four to six weeks.  We appreciate your interest and input in the project and look forward to your 
continued participation.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
The IL 47 Study Team 
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 06, 2016 10:29 AM
To: jim@jimpotts.com
Cc: cathy.Valente@imagesinc.net; Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov; Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov;

Gabrisko, Darcie; Plant, Bill
Subject: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)
Attachments: EXB_2015.1.22_Strand_Alt 2(RABs).pdf; EXB_2015.8.11_Strand_Alt 1(Signals)_Potts.pdf

October 6, 2016

Dear Mr. Potts:

Thank you for your comments concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation's (Department) Preliminary
Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of
Woodstock, McHenry County.  The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management,
capacity, and pedestrian accommodations along the existing corridor.  Two alternatives are being considered.  One
that exclusively utilizes traffic signals while the other utilizes both traffic signals as well as roundabouts to manage
operations at major intersections.

We have received your three comments dated 9/4/2014, 10/23/2014, and 11/13/2014 that were submitted through
the project website.  Comments and concerns noted in your inquiries and our responses are summarized below.

To date, there have been three public meetings for the project. The first two public meetings introduced the project,
study process, purpose and need for the project, and the alternatives development and evaluation process. The first
public meeting, held on February 3, 2010 and the second public meeting, held on September 15, 2010 were
advertised to the public in The Northwest Herald and The Woodstock Independent. Based on input from the second
public meeting, the project study team developed and evaluated two by-pass and six one-way couple alternatives for
the project. The evaluation of these alternatives revealed that they still necessitate IL 47 be improved to
accommodate the traffic volume along the route. As such, these alternatives did not satisfy the project's purpose and
need and were dropped from further consideration. After this occurred, the project study team developed and refined
two alternatives along the existing alignment of IL 47. Once the on-alignment alternatives were developed and
refined, the project team performed an impact evaluation. The two alternatives and their associated impacts were
presented at the third public meeting held on July 9, 2014.  Additional correspondence specifically with Wanda Lane
stakeholders was initiated prior to the third public meeting.  It was at this time that impacts associated with the
reconstruction of the existing railroad bridge associated with Alternative 1 (discussed below) were identified. We have
verified an invite to the third public meeting was sent to you at 4205 Sherwood Drive, Crystal Lake, IL 60098 in
advance of the third public meeting. As requested, your information has been added to our regular mailing list and
you will receive future mailings and updates about the project.

As mentioned above, there are two (2) alternatives being carried forward for this project.  The proposed typical
section of the alternatives carried forward consists of two lanes in each direction with a raised curb
median.  Accommodations for a 10-foot wide shared use path are proposed on the east side of IL 47 and a 5-foot wide
sidewalk on the west side.  The two alternatives carried forward vary mainly on the type of traffic control at the
following five intersections: Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd Street/Irving Avenue, Ware Road, and Charles
Road.  Alternative 1 proposes traffic signals at these intersections while Alternative 2 proposes roundabouts be
constructed.

The bridge carrying the Union Pacific Railroad over IL 47 is a constraint having an existing bridge opening of 52 feet
and is a factor in evaluating the alternatives in your area.  This bridge has been determined to be in good condition,
and is located between the Lake Avenue and McConnell Road intersections which are closely spaced at 840 feet
apart.  The construction of traditional signalized intersections with turn lanes (Alternative 1) to provide a four-lane
cross section with pedestrian accommodations would necessitate replacing this bridge with a wider structure, including
provisions for a temporary railroad structure to keep the tracks in operation for both Union Pacific and Metra
(discussed below).  Alternative 2 proposes roundabout designs at the Lake Avenue and McConnell Road intersections,
which allows the proposed cross section to be less than 52 feet, and therefore retain the existing bridge.  In order to
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provide pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations in accordance with our policy, a separate pedestrian underpass
(tunnel) would be provided just east of the existing railroad bridge over IL 47.  The estimated cost of the pedestrian
underpass is approximately $2 million.

The construction of signalized intersections requires additional complex construction activities.  Signalized
intersections at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road require the construction of additional turn lanes that would not be
required for roundabout intersections at these locations.  These additional turn lanes require the removal of the
existing railroad bridge and replacement with a new railroad bridge with a wider opening of approximately 120
feet.  The construction of the new bridge requires a temporary railroad track, called a shoofly, and a temporary
railroad bridge be constructed in order to maintain railroad operations during construction.  The construction of the
shoofly and temporary railroad bridge is estimated to add an additional $30 million dollars to the construction budget
and result in additional right-of-way impacts.  The construction schedule will also be extended 1 to 2 years to build
the shoofly and permanent bridge prior to the roadway construction of the corridor.

At this time, Alternative 1 is anticipated to require land acquisition from your property due to the temporary railroad
facilities that would need to be constructed in order to replace the existing bridge. We have attached exhibits for both
alternatives at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road for your reference.  As seen on the attached preliminary plan sheet
for Alternative 1, there are 6 parcels that have been identified as potential relocations due to the temporary railroad
facilities that would need to be constructed in order to replace the existing bridge.  These 6 parcels are shown as
potential relocations because the proposed right-of-way line goes directly through a structure.  Please note these
plans are preliminary and are subject to change.

The Department is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses and
refining the alternatives for the project.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a public hearing
anticipated to be held in early 2017.

Contract plan preparation (Phase II) is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I Study.  Land
acquisition (Phase II), construction (Phase III), and construction engineering (Phase III) are not currently included in
the Department's Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However, funding for this project
will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region. Once additional funding is identified, the
land acquisition process is anticipated to take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24
to 36 months to complete depending on the alternative selected.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For more
project information and updates, please visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Steve Schilke, P.E., Major Projects Unit Head at (847) 705-4125.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team







October 24, 2014 
Jeff and Kimberly Clunk 
Woodstock's Furniture Store 
1280 S Eastwood Dr ( RT 47) 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
furniture1@sbcglobal.net 
815-338-4522 
CS#: 1215 
 
The projected plans for the construction of a roundabout at Lake Ave. and Rt 47, will 
bring the road/sidewalk with around 5' from my businesses front door and remove 
our front parking. What are the regulations on this. The entire front of my business 
is glass windows. 

mailto:furniture1@sbcglobal.net
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2016 4:12 PM
To: furniture1@sbcglobal.net
Cc: cathy.Valente@imagesinc.net; Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov; Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov;

Gabrisko, Darcie; Plant, Bill
Subject: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)

October 5, 2016

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Clunk:

Thank you for your comments concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation's (Department) Preliminary
Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of
Woodstock, McHenry County.  The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management,
capacity, and pedestrian accommodations along the existing corridor.  Two alternatives are being considered.  One
that exclusively utilizes traffic signals while the other utilizes both traffic signals as well as roundabouts to manage
operations at major intersections.  This correspondence is in response to the comments you submitted on the project
website.

Your comment expresses concern about the relation of the new construction to your building.  Impacts to your
property, including the loss of parking, will be assessed during the appraisal stage of the land acquisition
process.  The Department is currently working with the City of Woodstock regarding local ordinances regarding cross
access and meetings will be set up to discuss with property owners.

The Department is sensitive to property impacts that are caused by roadway improvement and widening
projects.  Land acquisition representatives will be at the public hearing, currently targeted for early 2017, to discuss
the impacts and land acquisition process.

The Department is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses and
refining the alternatives for the project.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a public hearing
anticipated to be held in early 2017.

Contract plan preparation (Phase II) is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I Study.  Land
acquisition (Phase II), construction (Phase III), and construction engineering (Phase III) are not currently included in
the Department's Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However, funding for this project
will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For more
project information and updates, please visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Steve Schilke, P.E., Major Projects Unit Head at (847) 705-4125.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team



October	
  24,	
  2014	
  
Trisha	
  Doornbosch	
  
3807	
  Franklinville	
  Rd	
  
Woodstock,	
  IL	
  60098	
  
trisha0098@aol.com	
  
CS#:	
  1217	
  
	
  
We	
  own	
  	
  business	
  real	
  estate	
  within	
  the	
  study	
  area,	
  yet	
  we	
  were	
  NOT	
  CONTACTED	
  
over	
  any	
  of	
  these	
  meetings.	
  How	
  do	
  I	
  get	
  involved	
  with	
  the	
  CAG?	
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 06, 2016 10:23 AM
To: trisha0098@aol.com
Cc: cathy.Valente@imagesinc.net; Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov; Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov;

Gabrisko, Darcie; Plant, Bill
Subject: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)
Attachments: EXB_2015.1.22_Strand_Alt 1(Signals)_Doornbosch.pdf; EXB_2015.1.22_Strand_Alt

2(RABs).pdf

October 6, 2016

Dear Ms. Doornbosch:

Thank you for your comments concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation's (Department) Preliminary
Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of
Woodstock, McHenry County.  The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management,
capacity, and pedestrian accommodations along the existing corridor.  Two alternatives are being considered.  One
that exclusively utilizes traffic signals while the other utilizes both traffic signals as well as roundabouts to manage
operations at major intersections.  This correspondence is in response to the comments you submitted on the project
website.

Your comments express concern regarding the Phase I Study and how it relates to your specific property.  Comments
and concerns noted in your inquiry and our response are summarized below.

To date, there have been three public meetings for the project. The first two public meetings introduced the project,
study process, purpose and need for the project, and the alternatives development and evaluation process. The first
public meeting, held on February 3, 2010 and the second public meeting, held on September 15, 2010 were
advertised to the public in The Northwest Herald and The Woodstock Independent. Based on input from the second
public meeting, the project study team developed and evaluated two by-pass and six one-way couple alternatives for
the project. The evaluation of these alternatives revealed that they still necessitate IL 47 be improved to
accommodate the traffic volume along the route. As such, these alternatives did not satisfy the project's purpose and
need and were dropped from further consideration. After this occurred, the project study team developed and refined
two alternatives along the existing alignment of IL 47. Once the on-alignment alternatives were developed and
refined, the project team performed an impact evaluation. The two alternatives and their associated impacts were
presented at the third public meeting held on July 9, 2014.  Additional correspondence specifically with Wanda Lane
stakeholders was initiated prior to the third public meeting.  It was at this time that impacts associated with the
reconstruction of the existing railroad bridge associated with Alternative 1 (discussed below) were identified. We have
verified an invite to the public meeting was sent to you at 1061 Wanda Lane, Woodstock, IL 60098 in advance of the
meeting.  As requested, we have added you to the Community Advisory Group (CAG) and you will receive invites to
future CAG meetings.

As mentioned above, there are two (2) alternatives being carried forward for this project.  The proposed typical
section of the alternatives carried forward consists of two lanes in each direction with a raised curb
median.  Accommodations for a 10-foot wide shared use path are proposed on the east side of IL 47 and a 5-foot wide
sidewalk on the west side.  The two alternatives carried forward vary mainly on the type of traffic control at the
following five intersections: Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd Street/Irving Avenue, Ware Road, and Charles
Road.  Alternative 1 proposes traffic signals at these intersections while Alternative 2 proposes roundabouts be
constructed.

The bridge carrying the Union Pacific Railroad over IL 47 is a constraint having an existing bridge opening of 52 feet
and is a factor in evaluating the alternatives in your area.  This bridge has been determined to be in good condition,
and is located between the Lake Avenue and McConnell Road intersections which are closely spaced at 840 feet
apart.  The construction of traditional signalized intersections with turn lanes (Alternative 1) to provide a four-lane
cross section with pedestrian accommodations would necessitate replacing this bridge with a wider structure, including
provisions for a temporary railroad structure to keep the tracks in operation for both Union Pacific and Metra
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(discussed below).  Alternative 2 proposes roundabout designs at the Lake Avenue and McConnell Road intersections,
which allows the proposed cross section to be less than 52 feet, and therefore retain the existing bridge.  In order to
provide pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations in accordance with our policy, a separate pedestrian underpass
(tunnel) would be provided just east of the existing railroad bridge over IL 47.  The estimated cost of the pedestrian
underpass is approximately $2 million.

The construction of signalized intersections requires additional complex construction activities.  Signalized
intersections at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road require the construction of additional turn lanes that would not be
required for roundabout intersections at these locations.  These additional turn lanes require the removal of the
existing railroad bridge and replacement with a new railroad bridge with a wider opening of approximately 120
feet.  The construction of the new bridge requires a temporary railroad track, called a shoofly, and a temporary
railroad bridge be constructed in order to maintain railroad operations during construction.  The construction of the
shoofly and temporary railroad bridge is estimated to add an additional $30 million dollars to the construction budget
and result in additional right-of-way impacts.  The construction schedule will also be extended 1 to 2 years to build
the shoofly and permanent bridge prior to the roadway construction of the corridor.

At this time, Alternative 1 is anticipated to require land acquisition from your property due to the temporary railroad
facilities that would need to be constructed in order to replace the existing bridge. We have attached exhibits for both
alternatives at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road for your reference.  As seen on the attached preliminary plan sheet
for Alternative 1, there are 6 parcels that have been identified as potential relocations due to the temporary railroad
facilities that would need to be constructed in order to replace the existing bridge.  These 6 parcels are shown as
potential relocations because the proposed right-of-way line goes directly through a structure.  Please note these
plans are preliminary and are subject to change.

The Department is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses and
refining the alternatives for the project.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a public hearing
anticipated to be held in early 2017.

Contract plan preparation (Phase II) is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I Study.  Land
acquisition (Phase II), construction (Phase III), and construction engineering (Phase III) are not currently included in
the Department's Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However, funding for this project
will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region. Once additional funding is identified, the
land acquisition process is anticipated to take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24
to 36 months to complete depending on the alternative selected.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For more
project information and updates, please visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Steve Schilke, P.E., Major Projects Unit Head at (847) 705-4125.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team







October	
  27,	
  2014	
  
John	
  Kapps	
  
1450	
  Commons	
  Drive,	
  Apt.	
  2D	
  
Woodstock,	
  IL	
  60098	
  
johnkapps@yahoo.com	
  
815-­‐307-­‐4045	
  
CS#:	
  1218	
  
	
  
	
  
To	
  Whom	
  This	
  Message	
  May	
  Concern:	
  
	
  
As	
  a	
  civil	
  engineering	
  graduate	
  from	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Illinois	
  at	
  Urbana-­‐Champaign,	
  
and	
  Woodstock	
  resident	
  for	
  the	
  past	
  11	
  years,	
  I	
  strongly	
  encourage	
  IDOT	
  to	
  
implement	
  traffic	
  signals	
  at	
  the	
  following	
  intersections:	
  	
  Lake	
  Street	
  and	
  McConnell	
  
Road	
  to	
  allow	
  construction	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  railroad	
  bridge;	
  Country	
  Club	
  Road;	
  Irving	
  
Avenue/Judd	
  Street;	
  Route	
  120;	
  and	
  St.	
  John's	
  Road	
  and	
  Ware	
  Road,	
  similar	
  to	
  
Russel	
  Court's	
  current	
  traffic	
  signal	
  which	
  changes	
  only	
  when	
  traffic	
  is	
  present.	
  	
  A	
  
roundabout	
  is	
  suitable	
  only	
  for	
  the	
  intersection	
  at	
  Charles	
  Road.	
  
	
  
Please	
  feel	
  free	
  to	
  contact	
  me	
  at	
  (815)	
  307-­‐4045	
  to	
  further	
  discuss	
  my	
  suggestions.	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you,	
  
	
  
John	
  Kapps,	
  EIT	
  



Author Name : Amanda Leonard  

Created Date : 3/5/2015  

Sender Email : info@il47woodstockstudy.com  

Subject : Thank you for your comments  

Message : 

Dear Mr. Kapps: 

 

Thank you for your comments concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation's 

(Department) Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) Preliminary Engineering and Environmental 

(Phase I) Study from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of Woodstock, McHenry 

County.  The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management, 

capacity, and pedestrian accommodations along the existing corridor.  This 

correspondence is in response to the comments you submitted on the project 

website.  Your preference regarding the traffic control at the intersections has been noted 

and will be taken into consideration in the development of the preferred alternative. 

 

Phase II (Contract Plan Preparation) is currently funded and will begin upon completion 

of the Phase I Study anticipated to occur in summer 2015.  Land acquisition (Phase II), 

construction (Phase III), and construction engineering (Phase III) are not currently 

included in the Department's Fiscal Year 2015-2020 Proposed Multi-Modal 

Transportation Improvement Program.  However, funding for this project will be 

considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region. 

 

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your 

continued participation.  For more project information and updates, please visit the 

website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/. 

 

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions 

or need additional information, please contact Mr. John Baldauf, P.E., Project Manager, at 

(847) 705-4103. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team 

 

mailto:info@il47woodstockstudy.com
http://il47woodstockstudy.com/


Web Comment 
 
 
 
Carol-Jean Properties, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1600 
Woodstock IL 60098 
JohnS@StassenInsurance.com 
815-338-2452 
 
CS #1294 
 
DOT at the Rauner meeting said they would meet with me personally regarding my concerns, they have not. 

mailto:JohnS@StassenInsurance.com


Web Comment 
 
 
 
Stassen Insurance Agency, Inc, Carol-Jean Properties, Inc. & The Truck Insurance Store 
P.O. Box 1600 
Woodstock IL 60098 
JohnS@StassenInsurance.com 
815-338-2452 
 
CS #1296 
 
to John Baldauf:  You were quoted in September of 2014 by Katelyn Stanek of The Woodstock Independent ''...and 
said road features like barrier medians have little to no impact on whether or not a driver stops at a particular shop.'  
Could you tell me what study or statistic this has come from?  Thank you, John 

mailto:JohnS@StassenInsurance.com


December 4, 2014 
John Stassen 
Several, incl. Carol-Jean Properties, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1600 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
John.Stassen@StassenInsurance.com 
815-38-2452 
 
I would like to know if there have been any changes made to the proposals regarding access to my 
property (1162 S Eastwood Dr) (1662 N Seminary). 
2. I would like to know where the information regarding the crash studies were obtained from, and how 
to obtain the actual crash data. 
3. I would like to know the where the data related to the traffic volumns were obtained.  And, 
dates/times of day studies that were conducted. 
4. I would like to know if any data was obtained related to the traffic flow onto my property at 1662 S. 
Eastwood dr. 
5. I would like to know what study was utilized as a basis for the options being considered. 

mailto:John.Stassen@StassenInsurance.com


No formal responses to comments from John Stassen and Carol-Jean Properties on December

4, 2014 was necessary due to correspondence with stakeholder at Small Group Business

Owner meeting 1 held on December 2, 2016.



December	
  15,	
  2014	
  
Robert	
  Doornbosch	
  
R.G.	
  Doornbosch,	
  Inc	
  
3807	
  Franklinville	
  Rd	
  
Woodstock,	
  IL	
  60098	
  
info@machineshopworks.com	
  
8159232596	
  
CS#:	
  1270	
  
	
  
is	
  my	
  shop	
  building	
  to	
  be	
  torn	
  down	
  if	
  the	
  railroad	
  builds	
  the	
  shoofly?	
  
1061	
  wanda	
  Ln	
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 06, 2016 10:11 AM
To: info@machineshopworks.com
Cc: cathy.Valente@imagesinc.net; Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov; Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov;

Gabrisko, Darcie; Plant, Bill
Subject: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)
Attachments: EXB_2015.1.22_Strand_Alt 1(Signals)_Doornbosch.pdf; EXB_2015.1.22_Strand_Alt

2(RABs).pdf

October 6, 2016

Mr. Doornbosch:

Thank you for your comments concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation's (Department) Preliminary
Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of
Woodstock, McHenry County.  The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management,
capacity, and pedestrian accommodations along the existing corridor.  Two alternatives are being considered.  One
that exclusively utilizes traffic signals while the other utilizes both traffic signals as well as roundabouts to manage
operations at major intersections.  This correspondence is in response to the comments you submitted on the project
website.

Your comments express concern regarding potential impacts to your business located at 1061 Wanda Ln. Woodstock,
IL 60098.  Comments and concerns noted in your inquiry and our response are summarized below.

To date, there have been three public meetings for the project. The first two public meetings introduced the project,
study process, purpose and need for the project, and the alternatives development and evaluation process. The first
public meeting, held on February 3, 2010 and the second public meeting, held on September 15, 2010 were
advertised to the public in The Northwest Herald and The Woodstock Independent. Based on input from the second
public meeting, the project study team developed and evaluated two by-pass and six one-way couple alternatives for
the project. The evaluation of these alternatives revealed that they still necessitate IL 47 be improved to
accommodate the traffic volume along the route. As such, these alternatives did not satisfy the project's purpose and
need and were dropped from further consideration. After this occurred, the project study team developed and refined
two alternatives along the existing alignment of IL 47. Once the on-alignment alternatives were developed and
refined, the project team performed an impact evaluation. The two alternatives and their associated impacts were
presented at the third public meeting held on July 9, 2014.  Additional correspondence specifically with Wanda Lane
stakeholders was initiated prior to the third public meeting.  It was at this time that impacts associated with the
reconstruction of the existing railroad bridge associated with Alternative 1 (discussed below) were identified. We have
verified an invite to the public meeting was sent to you at 1061 Wanda Lane, Woodstock, IL 60098 in advance of the
meeting.  As requested, we have added you to the Community Advisory Group (CAG) and you will receive invites to
future CAG meetings.

As mentioned above, there are two (2) alternatives being carried forward for this project.  The proposed typical
section of the alternatives carried forward consists of two lanes in each direction with a raised curb
median.  Accommodations for a 10-foot wide shared use path are proposed on the east side of IL 47 and a 5-foot wide
sidewalk on the west side.  The two alternatives carried forward vary mainly on the type of traffic control at the
following five intersections: Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd Street/Irving Avenue, Ware Road, and Charles
Road.  Alternative 1 proposes traffic signals at these intersections while Alternative 2 proposes roundabouts be
constructed.

The bridge carrying the Union Pacific Railroad over IL 47 is a constraint having an existing bridge opening of 52 feet
and is a factor in evaluating the alternatives in your area.  This bridge has been determined to be in good condition,
and is located between the Lake Avenue and McConnell Road intersections which are closely spaced at 840 feet
apart.  The construction of traditional signalized intersections with turn lanes (Alternative 1) to provide a four-lane
cross section with pedestrian accommodations would necessitate replacing this bridge with a wider structure, including
provisions for a temporary railroad structure to keep the tracks in operation for both Union Pacific and Metra
(discussed below).  Alternative 2 proposes roundabout designs at the Lake Avenue and McConnell Road intersections,
which allows the proposed cross section to be less than 52 feet, and therefore retain the existing bridge.  In order to
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provide pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations in accordance with our policy, a separate pedestrian underpass
(tunnel) would be provided just east of the existing railroad bridge over IL 47.  The estimated cost of the pedestrian
underpass is approximately $2 million.

The construction of signalized intersections requires additional complex construction activities.  Signalized
intersections at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road require the construction of additional turn lanes that would not be
required for roundabout intersections at these locations.  These additional turn lanes require the removal of the
existing railroad bridge and replacement with a new railroad bridge with a wider opening of approximately 120
feet.  The construction of the new bridge requires a temporary railroad track, called a shoofly, and a temporary
railroad bridge be constructed in order to maintain railroad operations during construction.  The construction of the
shoofly and temporary railroad bridge is estimated to add an additional $30 million dollars to the construction budget
and result in additional right-of-way impacts.  The construction schedule will also be extended 1 to 2 years to build
the shoofly and permanent bridge prior to the roadway construction of the corridor.

At this time, Alternative 1 is anticipated to require land acquisition from your property due to the temporary railroad
facilities that would need to be constructed in order to replace the existing bridge. We have attached exhibits for both
alternatives at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road for your reference.  As seen on the attached preliminary plan sheet
for Alternative 1, there are 6 parcels that have been identified as potential relocations due to the temporary railroad
facilities that would need to be constructed in order to replace the existing bridge.  These 6 parcels are shown as
potential relocations because the proposed right-of-way line goes directly through a structure.  Please note these
plans are preliminary and are subject to change.

The Department is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses and
refining the alternatives for the project.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a public hearing
anticipated to be held in early 2017.

Contract plan preparation (Phase II) is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I Study.  Land
acquisition (Phase II), construction (Phase III), and construction engineering (Phase III) are not currently included in
the Department's Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However, funding for this project
will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region. Once additional funding is identified, the
land acquisition process is anticipated to take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24
to 36 months to complete depending on the alternative selected.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For more
project information and updates, please visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Steve Schilke, P.E., Major Projects Unit Head at (847) 705-4125.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team
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Plant, Bill

From: Baldauf, John E. <John.Baldauf@Illinois.gov>
Sent: Monday, December 22, 2014 8:50 AM
To: Cathy Valente; Gabrisko, Darcie
Cc: Bochte, Kyle
Subject: RE: Route 47 - follow-up

Thanks, Cathy!

Happy Holidays,

John E. Baldauf, P.E.

Illinois Department of Transportation
Bureau of Programming | Project and Environmental Studies
201 West Center Court | Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
Phone: 847.705.4103    | Fax: 847.705.4159
john.baldauf@illinois.gov

MP Before printing this email, think about environmental impact.

From: Cathy Valente [mailto:cathy.valente@imagesinc.net]
Sent: Monday, December 22, 2014 8:21 AM
To: Baldauf, John E.; Gabrisko, Darcie
Cc: Bochte, Kyle
Subject: RE: Route 47 - follow-up

Done!

Thanks, Cathy

From: Baldauf, John E. [mailto:John.Baldauf@Illinois.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 19, 2014 4:17 PM
To: Gabrisko, Darcie
Cc: Bochte, Kyle; Cathy Valente
Subject: FW: Route 47 - follow-up

Darcie,

Please add Jim to our mailing list and list of business stakeholders.

Happy Holidays,

John E. Baldauf, P.E.

Illinois Department of Transportation
Bureau of Programming | Project and Environmental Studies
201 West Center Court | Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
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Phone: 847.705.4103    | Fax: 847.705.4159
john.baldauf@illinois.gov

MP Before printing this email, think about environmental impact.

From: Baldauf, John E.
Sent: Friday, December 19, 2014 4:16 PM
To: 'James G. Militello III'
Cc: Schilke, Steven E (Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov)
Subject: RE: Route 47 - follow-up

Jim,

Yes, I forgot to mention that. We will be sure to add you to our mailing list so you receive future notifications about the
project.

Happy Holidays,

John E. Baldauf, P.E.

Illinois Department of Transportation
Bureau of Programming | Project and Environmental Studies
201 West Center Court | Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
Phone: 847.705.4103    | Fax: 847.705.4159
john.baldauf@illinois.gov

MP Before printing this email, think about environmental impact.

From: James G. Militello III [mailto:jmilitello@primelawgroup.com]
Sent: Friday, December 19, 2014 4:05 PM
To: Baldauf, John E.
Subject: Route 47 - follow-up

John

Thanks for calling back and the update on the project.

It sounds like the next meeting won’t be until March of 2015.

If there is an email notification, please feel free to put me on it.

Thanks for the update.

Have a great Holiday

Jim

James G. Militello III
PRIME LAW GROUP, LLC
747 S. Eastwood Drive
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Woodstock, IL  60098
[t]  815.338.2040 ext. 123
[f]  815.338.0526
[e] jmilitello@primelawgroup.com

From: James G. Militello III [mailto:jmilitello@primelawgroup.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2014 1:01 PM
To: Schilke, Steven E
Subject: Route 47 Woodstock Project

Hi Steve

I was not able to stay to long at the last meeting.

What is the next step for IDOT and meeting date if you have one for the Route 47 Project in Woodstock.

We have a building on Route 47, I think it may be labeled “Lawyers Guide”.

Thank you in advance for the follow-up.

Best regards,

Jim

James G. Militello III
PRIME LAW GROUP, LLC
747 S. Eastwood Drive
Woodstock, IL  60098
[t]  815.338.2040 ext. 123
[f]  815.338.0526
[e] jmilitello@primelawgroup.com



Illinois	
  Route	
  47	
  
	
  
January	
  27,	
  2015	
  
Denice	
  Taylor	
  
1311	
  Infanfa	
  Ct	
  
Woodstock,	
  IL	
  60098	
  
dandktaylor@comcast.net	
  
815-­‐337-­‐3758	
  
	
  
When	
  is	
  the	
  next	
  public	
  meeting	
  ?	
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2016 4:05 PM
To: dandktaylor@comcast.net
Cc: cathy.Valente@imagesinc.net; Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov; Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov;

Gabrisko, Darcie; Plant, Bill
Subject: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)

October 5, 2016

Dear Ms. Taylor:

Thank you for your comments concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation's (Department) Preliminary
Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of
Woodstock, McHenry County.  The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management,
capacity, and pedestrian accommodations along the existing corridor.  This correspondence is in response to your
inquiry submitted on the project website regarding the next public meeting.  At this time, a public hearing is
tentatively scheduled for early 2017.  Your contact information has been added to our mailing list and you will receive
future project mailings including invites to future public involvement activities.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For more
project information and updates, please visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Steve Schilke, P.E., Major Projects Unit Head at (847) 705-4125.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team



Web Comment 
 
3/19/2015 
 
Judy Connor 
1335 No. Seminary Avenue 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
jc47sc83@att.net 
815-338-1699 

Why do they need a cement barrier north of the intersection of Route 47 and Route 120?  There is no need. This will 

be a great inconvenience to those who live along the road.  If I want to go north on 47, I'd have to turn south out of 

my driveway, make a U-turn at the Greenwood intersection to go north.  Let alone when minutes count and the 

rescue squad or fire department have go to the next intersection and make a U-turn to get to the home. 

mailto:jc47sc83@att.net
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 06, 2016 10:06 AM
To: jc47sc83@att.net
Cc: cathy.Valente@imagesinc.net; Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov; Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov;

Gabrisko, Darcie; Plant, Bill
Subject: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)

October 6, 2016

Dear Ms. Connor:

Thank you for your comments concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation's (Department) Preliminary
Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of
Woodstock, McHenry County.  The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management,
capacity, and pedestrian accommodations along the existing corridor.  This correspondence is in response to the
comments you submitted on the project website.

In regards to your concern of the barrier median, the proposed median greatly improves safety throughout the
corridor by managing access.  Each access point creates potential conflicts between through traffic and traffic using
that access.  Each conflict is a potential crash.  Managing access separates the access points so that turning and
crossing movements occur at fewer locations.  This allows drivers passing through an area to predict where other
drivers will turn and cross, and also provides space to add turn lanes.  Median breaks are provided for left turns and
U-turns.  The median breaks are spaced in order to best accommodate property owners along the corridor as well as
provide the safest design.

The Department is currently in the process of completing a safety study which is comparing the safety of existing
corridors in the Chicagoland Region that have flush two-way left-turn lane (TWLTL) median versus corridors with
raised curb median.  The preliminary results from this study are similar to national data which show a raised curb
median results in an approximate 36% reduction in total crashes, a 54% reduction in fatalities, and a 43% reduction
in injury crashes versus similar corridors with a flush TWLTL median.  Based on our crash analysis for the IL 47
corridor from US 14 to Charles Road, approximately 130 crashes occer per year in the 4 mile corridor with over 80%
of all crashes, and 85% of injury crashes occurring between US 14 and IL 120.  The existing roadway between US 14
and IL 120 includes a flush TWLTL which further supports the proposed raised curb median.  The results of the safety
study will be made available on the project website once it is finalized.

The Department is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses and
refining the alternatives for the project.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at stakeholder
outreach meetings anticipated to be held in fall of 2016 as well as at a public hearing anticipated to be held in early
2017.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For more
project information and updates, please visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Steve Schilke, P.E., Major Projects Unit Head at (847) 705-4125.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team
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Plant, Bill

From: Gabrisko, Darcie

Sent: Friday, March 27, 2015 4:27 PM

To: Plant, Bill

Subject: FW: Rt 47 Project from US 14 to Charles Rd - Property & Business Owner Comments

Did I send this to you? 

 

FYI.  Might be some things we need to be concerned with ??? 

 

Thanks, 

Darcie 

 

From: Paul Ruscko [mailto:pruscko@woodstockil.gov]  

Sent: Friday, March 27, 2015 8:56 AM 

To: Baldauf, John E. (John.Baldauf@Illinois.gov) 
Cc: Gabrisko, Darcie; Steve Schilke (Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov) 

Subject: FW: Rt 47 Project from US 14 to Charles Rd - Property & Business Owner Comments 

 

Good morning John, 

 

I am passing along comments that the City has received from an individual that owns property and a business on IL 
Route 47 Project between US Route 14 and Charles Road. 

I informed Mr. Stassen that I would forward his comments to IDOT for consideration. 
Have a great weekend! 

 
Thanks, 

Paul 

 

From: John Stassen [mailto:JohnS@StassenInsurance.com]  
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2015 10:14 PM 

To: CityManager 

Subject: Rt 47 project 

 

Hello:  I am aware that the funding for the Rt 47 project has been suspended until further notice.  However, since this is 

the largest municipal project in the history of the City of Woodstock I would like to know what your opinion is regarding 

the proposals by IDOT that are currently in place.  Do you agree with the round a bouts?  Do you agree with the hard 

median? 

 

If the hard median is in place, could you estimate the reduction in City revenues due to the reduction of the assessed 

value of the buildings on Rt 47?  Please include the loss of revenue due to the removal of business’s due to the exercise 

of eminent domain. 

 

If you are not in favor of either the round a bouts, or the hard median, what are you doing, or attempting to do to sway 

IDOTs proposals? 

 

Have you had the opportunity to speak with the actual property owners, tenants or other stakeholders personally, or 

just during the committee meetings? 

 

BillP
Rectangle
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Has there been any studies by the city, regarding the affect upon the arterial roadways and traffic patterns on city 

streets? 

 

Has there been any studies regarding the impact of increased crashes at the Rt 47 and Rt 14 intersection, based upon 

the U-Turn proposal of IDOT? 

 

IDOT is basing their crash data and proposals on statistics.  If the city is not in favor of the proposals, has there been any 

confirmation of the IDOT statistical data, included what roadways it is based on, and what study was actually 

performed? 

 

Are you aware that the current Proposal by IDOT, severely restricts access to a large proportion of the 256+ business’s 

on the Rt 47 corridor?  Do you favor, or are you against this impact? 

 

In my most recent conversation at the IDOT meetings, an engineer admitted that he has never walked the properties to 

adequately assess the traffic flows from them.  Are you aware that the engineers do not even know how many 

businesses are on my property, the traffic patterns from my property or that Tractor Trailers deliver on my 

property?  (they may have some idea now, through my conversations)  

 

According to the Illinois Route 47 Improvement Plan:  ‘…the following actions would have to occur: 1. City of 
Woodstock Transportation Commission review of strategy and prioritization of IL-47 improvements. 
2. Approval by the Woodstock City Council of strategy and prioritization of IL-47improvements. 
3. City submittal of a formal request to the McHenry County Council of Mayors 
requesting their approval of the reallocation of funding from current STP projects 
to IL-47 improvements. 
4. Approval by Council of Mayors and IDOT.  Approval by the Woodstock City Council of strategy and 
prioritization of IL-47 improvements’.    Have any of these actions taken place? 

 

If you prefer to discuss this in person, I would be available.  Also, I do have other business owners who would be willing 

to discuss this with you as well. 

 
 
 
John E. Stassen, CIC, CRM 
President 
Stassen Insurance Agency, Inc. & 
The Truck Insurance Store 
815-338-2452 
815-338-2453 fax 

  

www.stasseninsurance.com 
www.TheTruckInsuranceStore.com  
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Plant, Bill

From: Baldauf, John E. <John.Baldauf@Illinois.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2015 11:18 AM
To: JohnS@StassenInsurance.com
Cc: Lewis, Cary D
Subject: RE: RT 47 Woodstock Corridor

John,

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) received a lot of feedback at the recent public outreach events which
included the project’s third public meeting, held on July 9, 2014, as well as the Business Owner Meeting held on October
23, 2014 hosted by the City of Woodstock and the Woodstock Chamber of Commerce and Industry. The two meetings
had a combined attendance of over 140 stakeholders who issued more than 60 comments on the project.  The
comments received included support for the project and the proposed alternatives as well as identifying concerns with
proposed design elements associated with each alternative.

Recognizing the concerns expressed at the recent meeting, IDOT will be continuing to work with stakeholders, including
business owners, the City of Woodstock, and the Woodstock Chamber of Commerce & Industry to further refine the
alternatives to minimize impacts as much as possible throughout the corridor.  IDOT is in the process of revising the
proposed plans in response to comments expressed at the recent public outreach meetings, such as access
modifications. However, some comments require additional analyses to be completed before they can be addressed. As
such, IDOT is currently working with their study team to perform additional analyses to properly evaluate the questions
and concerns raised at the recent meetings. The additional analyses are anticipated to be completed by summer 2015
and IDOT will be reaching out to stakeholders at that time and potentially setting up additional informational meetings
as necessary. The preferred alternative will be presented at the next Community Advisory Group (CAG) anticipated for
summer 2015 and at the public hearing anticipated for fall 2015.

Phase II (Contract Plan Preparation) is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I study which is
anticipated to occur in late 2015.  Land acquisition (Phase II), construction (Phase III), and construction engineering
(Phase III) are not currently included in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2015-2020 Proposed Multi-Modal Transportation
Improvement Program. However, funding for this project will be considered among similar improvement needs
throughout the region.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  If you have
any questions or need additional information, please contact me. Also, please continue to monitor the project website
(http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com/) for updates on the project.

Thanks,

John Baldauf, P.E.
Project Manager

Illinois Department of Transportation
Bureau of Programming | Project and Environmental Studies
201 West Center Court | Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
Phone: 847.705.4103    | Fax: 847.705.4159
john.baldauf@illinois.gov

PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email transmission (and /or the documents accompanying such) may contain legally privileged/confidential information.  Such information is intended
only for the use of the individual or entity above.  If you are not the named or intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on
the contents of such information is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone to arrange for the secure return of the document.
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MP Before printing this email, think about environmental impact.

From: John Stassen [mailto:JohnS@StassenInsurance.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2015 10:55 AM
To: Lewis, Cary D
Subject: RE: RT 47 Woodstock Corridor

Cary-
I appreciate your reply.

However, I would like to know where the project is at for the section from Rt 14 to Charles Rd.

Thank you,

John

From: Lewis, Cary D [mailto:Cary.Lewis@illinois.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2015 12:47 PM
To: John Stassen
Cc: Baldauf, John E.
Subject: RE: RT 47 Woodstock Corridor

John-
As you probably know, we just held the public hearing for IL 47 from Reed Road to US 14 last month on March 12,
2015.   The next step in the process is evaluating all the public comments from the public hearing and the Environmental
Assessment.  After which, we will be seeking a “Finding of No Significant Impacts” (FONSI) from the Federal Highway
Authority in order to wrap up the first phase of the project.

If you have any more questions about this project or the IL 47 project through Woodstock, please contact John Baldauf,
Project Manager, at 847-705-4103.

Cary D. Lewis
Assoc. Consultant Studies Engineer
IDOT District One
Tel: 847/705/4724
Fax: 847/705/4159
Email: cary.lewis@illinois.gov

P Please consider the environment before printing this email

From: John Stassen [mailto:JohnS@StassenInsurance.com]
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2015 8:33 AM
To: Lewis, Cary D
Subject: RT 47 Woodstock Corridor

Could you let me know where the engineering stands at this point.  With the defunding of the Woodstock corridor in
recent weeks, are there currently or in the near future, additional changes to the plan being considered.

When looking at the website, there are only general references as to where in the process we are.
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John E. Stassen, CIC, CRM
President
Stassen Insurance Agency, Inc. &
The Truck Insurance Store
815-338-2452
815-338-2453 fax

www.stasseninsurance.com
www.TheTruckInsuranceStore.com



Web Comment 
 
5/11/2015 
 
Todd DiBenedetto 
Mambo Carwash 
Deerfield, Illinois 60015 
todddib@aol.com 
 

Any updates?  When is the next Public Meeting scheduled? 



Author Name : Amanda Leonard  

Created Date : 5/19/2015  

Sender Email : info@il47woodstockstudy.com  

Subject : Thank you for your comment  

Message : 

Mr. DiBenedetto, 

 

Thank you for your comment submitted on the project website regarding the Illinois 

Department of Transportation's (Department) Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) preliminary 

engineering and environmental study (Phase I) from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of 

Woodstock, McHenry County. 

 

The Department received a lot of feedback at the recent public outreach events which 

included the project's third public meeting, held on July 9, 2014, as well as the Business 

Owner Meeting held on October 23, 2014 hosted by the City of Woodstock and the 

Woodstock Chamber of Commerce and Industry. The two meetings had a combined 

attendance of over 140 stakeholders who issued more than 60 comments on the project.  

The comments received included support for the project and the proposed alternatives as 

well as identifying concerns with proposed design elements associated with each 

alternative. 

 

Recognizing the concerns expressed at the recent meeting, the Department will be 

continuing to work with stakeholders, including business owners, the City of Woodstock, 

and the Woodstock Chamber of Commerce & Industry to further refine the alternatives to 

minimize impacts as much as possible throughout the corridor.  The Department is in the 

process of revising the proposed plans in response to comments expressed at the recent 

public outreach meetings, such as access modifications. However, some comments require 

additional analyses to be completed before they can be addressed. As such, the 

Department is currently working with their study team to perform additional analyses to 

properly evaluate the questions and concerns raised at the recent meetings. The additional 

analyses are anticipated to be completed by late summer/early fall 2015 and the 

Department will be reaching out to stakeholders at that time and potentially setting up 

additional informational meetings as necessary. The preferred alternative will be presented 

at the next Community Advisory Group (CAG) anticipated for late 2015 and at the public 

hearing anticipated for early 2016. 

 

Phase II (Contract Plan Preparation) is currently funded and will begin upon completion 

of the Phase I study which is anticipated to occur in early 2016.  Land acquisition (Phase 

II), construction (Phase III), and construction engineering (Phase III) are not currently 

included in the Department's Fiscal Year 2016-2021 Proposed Multi-Modal 

Transportation Improvement Program. However, funding for this project will be 

considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region. 

 

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your 

continued participation.  If you have any questions or need additional information, please 

contact Mr. John Baldauf, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team 

 

mailto:info@il47woodstockstudy.com


Web Comment 
 
 
Alan Wilson 
City of Woodstock 
326 Washington Street 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
815-338-6118 
 
8/18/2015 
CS # 1289 
 

The City of Woodstock would like IDOT to consider installing pedestrian walk signs and crosswalks at the 

intersection of Rt. 47 and Country Club Road/South Street as part of the future widening/expansion 

project. 
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Plant, Bill

From: Gabrisko, Darcie
Sent: Monday, January 25, 2016 4:52 PM
To: Todd Dibenedetto
Cc: Plant, Bill
Subject: RE: IL Route 47 current alignment

Hi Todd,

Happy New Year to you too!  The holidays were nice. I hope yours were as well.

The project team is currently working to finalize the preferred alternative based on the public comments received. We
are anticipating a second meeting with businesses throughout the corridor this Summer and the final Public Meeting at
the beginning of 2017. Invitations will be sent in the mail regarding the meetings when they become finalized.

Please let us know if you have any further questions. Thank you for your interest in the project.

Thanks and take care,
Darcie

Darcie Gabrisko, P.E.
Vice President

Strand Associates, Inc.
815-744-4200
www.strand.com

From: Todd Dibenedetto [mailto:todddib@aol.com]
Sent: Monday, January 25, 2016 10:36 AM
To: Gabrisko, Darcie <Darcie.Gabrisko@strand.com>
Subject: Re: IL Route 47 current alignment

Happy New Year Darcie,

I hope all went well for you through the Holidays.

I am checking in to see if there have been any updates to the timeline for the completion of the Phase 1 study in
Woodstock.

Is there another Public meeting being planned for this spring?

Let me know when you have a chance.

Best Regards,

Todd DiBenedetto

-----Original Message-----
From: Gabrisko, Darcie <Darcie.Gabrisko@strand.com>
To: todddib <todddib@aol.com>
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Sent: Thu, Oct 1, 2015 4:39 pm
Subject: IL Route 47 current alignment

Todd,

Attached are three drawings that reflect the impacts to your property. These are preliminary and not intended for public
distribution at this time.

As I said in our call, I expect a few more tweaks, that may have minor changes to the impacts to your property.

Hope this helps,
Darcie

Darcie Gabrisko, P.E.
Vice President

Strand Associates, Inc.
815-744-4200
www.strand.com
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Web Page:       IDOT Home Page
Name:           Renata alimovski
Address:        3210 boerderij way

Woodstock , IL  60098
Work #:         815-545-3783
Home #:         815-337-6910

Question:
Hi I am interested in route 47 in woodstock illinois. Wondering if round aboutes or by pass or two lanes are
going their. Is their a plan in the next couple years. I would appreciate as much information as possible on this
matter. Thank you!



April 5, 2016 

CS #1307 

Renata Alimovski 
3210 Boerderij Way 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
Renata1021@yahoo.com 
 
I would like to know what will be going on in Woodstock, IL route 47. Would like to know when meetings 

are being done and any new information. 

 

 



May 2, 2016 

CS #1308 

Renata Alimovski 
3210 Boerderij Way 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
Uxl77@aol.com 
815-545-3783 
 
I would like to know about project on 47 in Woodstock, IL. I have a business that will be affected and am 

very interested in knowing how long until decisions are made. Defiantly against round abouts! Please 

give me some info ASAP 

 

mailto:Uxl77@aol.com
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 01, 2016 2:17 PM
To: Uxl77@aol.com; Renata1021@yahoo.com
Subject: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)

June 1, 2016

Dear Ms. Alimovski:

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically you inquired whether the project
would include roundabouts, a by-pass, or two lanes.  The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently
performing a preliminary engineering and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The
purpose of this project is to improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian
accommodations along the corridor.  To date, we have held six Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meetings, two business
owner meetings, and three public meetings.

Regarding the alternatives evaluation, the Department has evaluated numerous alternatives including several
Woodstock by-pass alternatives as well as two alternatives on the existing IL 47 alignment.  In reviewing the bypass
and one-way couplet alternatives, the detailed traffic analysis demonstrated they did not remove enough traffic from
IL 47 to improve operations.  Therefore, the bypass and one-way couplet alternatives were dismissed from further
consideration as they did not satisfy the project's purpose and need.

Two alternatives were carried forward for this project and both consists of two lanes in each direction with a barrier
curb median.  The two alternatives to be carried forward vary mainly on the type of traffic control at the following five
intersections: Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd St./Irving Avenue, Ware Road, and Charles Road.  Alternative 1
proposes traffic signals at these intersections while Alternative 2 proposes roundabouts be constructed.  The bridge
carrying Union Pacific/Metra Railroad over IL 47 is a primary factor in evaluating the alternatives.  The bridge has
been determined to be in good condition, and is located between the Lake Street and McConnell Road intersections
which are closely spaced at 840 feet apart.  The construction of traditional signalized intersections with turn lanes
(Alternative 1) would necessitate replacing the bridge with a wider structure to accommodate two-lanes in each
direction with turn lanes, including provisions for a temporary railroad structure, and result in additional costs of
approximately $30 million.  Alternative 2 uses roundabout designs at the flanking intersections, which allows the cross
section to remain small with two lanes in each direction, and therefore retain the existing bridge.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses and refining the
alternatives for the project.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at stakeholder outreach
meetings anticipated to be held in summer of 2016 as well as at a public hearing anticipated to be held for late
2016/early 2017.

The contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I study.  Funding
for land acquisition, construction, and construction engineering is not currently included in the Department's Fiscal
Year 2016-2021 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However, funding for this project will be considered
among similar improvement needs throughout the region.  Once additional funding is identified, the land acquisition
process is anticipated to take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24 to 36 months to
complete depending on the alternative selected.

Further project information can be found on the project website at www.il47woodstockstudy.com.   We appreciate
your interest in the IL 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please visit the project website or contact Mr. John Baldauf,
P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Very truly yours,

IL 47 Woodstock Study Team
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Plant, Bill

From: Cathy Valente <cathy.valente@imagesinc.net>
Sent: Monday, August 01, 2016 10:40 AM
To: Plant, Bill
Cc: Gabrisko, Darcie
Subject: FW: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)

Bill, I received the below email from an IL 47 stakeholder we had previously corresponded with.  Please advise how I
should respond.

Cathy

From: uxl77@aol.com [mailto:uxl77@aol.com]
Sent: Saturday, July 30, 2016 12:14 AM
To: Cathy Valente <cathy.valente@imagesinc.net>
Subject: Re: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)

Hi this is Renata from Woodstock was wondering when next meeting was going on for route 47 project as
supposed to be this summer? Thanks

Sent from my iPad

On Jun 1, 2016, at 2:16 PM, Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com> wrote:

June 1, 2016

Dear Ms. Alimovski:

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically you inquired whether
the project would include roundabouts, a by-pass, or two lanes.  The Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) is currently performing a preliminary engineering and environmental (Phase I)
study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The purpose of this project is to improve capacity,
operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian accommodations along the corridor.  To date,
we have held six Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meetings, two business owner meetings, and three
public meetings.

Regarding the alternatives evaluation, the Department has evaluated numerous alternatives including
several Woodstock by-pass alternatives as well as two alternatives on the existing IL 47 alignment.  In
reviewing the bypass and one-way couplet alternatives, the detailed traffic analysis demonstrated they
did not remove enough traffic from IL 47 to improve operations.  Therefore, the bypass and one-way
couplet alternatives were dismissed from further consideration as they did not satisfy the project's
purpose and need.

Two alternatives were carried forward for this project and both consists of two lanes in each direction
with a barrier curb median.  The two alternatives to be carried forward vary mainly on the type of
traffic control at the following five intersections: Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd St./Irving
Avenue, Ware Road, and Charles Road.  Alternative 1 proposes traffic signals at these intersections
while Alternative 2 proposes roundabouts be constructed.  The bridge carrying Union Pacific/Metra
Railroad over IL 47 is a primary factor in evaluating the alternatives.  The bridge has been determined
to be in good condition, and is located between the Lake Street and McConnell Road intersections
which are closely spaced at 840 feet apart.  The construction of traditional signalized intersections
with turn lanes (Alternative 1) would necessitate replacing the bridge with a wider structure to
accommodate two-lanes in each direction with turn lanes, including provisions for a temporary railroad
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structure, and result in additional costs of approximately $30 million.  Alternative 2 uses roundabout
designs at the flanking intersections, which allows the cross section to remain small with two lanes in
each direction, and therefore retain the existing bridge.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses and
refining the alternatives for the project.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at
stakeholder outreach meetings anticipated to be held in summer of 2016 as well as at a public hearing
anticipated to be held for late 2016/early 2017.

The contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I
study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction, and construction engineering is not currently
included in the Department's Fiscal Year 2016-2021 Proposed Highway Improvement
Program.  However, funding for this project will be considered among similar improvement needs
throughout the region.  Once additional funding is identified, the land acquisition process is anticipated
to take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24 to 36 months to
complete depending on the alternative selected.

Further project information can be found on the project website at
www.il47woodstockstudy.com.   We appreciate your interest in the IL 47 Study and look forward to
your continued participation.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please visit the project website or contact
Mr. John Baldauf, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Very truly yours,

IL 47 Woodstock Study Team
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Cathy Valente

Subject: FW: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)

 

 
Hi my name is Renata business owner in Woodstock was wondering if their is a meeting going to happen for 
round about. I thought it was going to be in summer time so just wanted to make sure. Would like to know any 
further information about this matter and if budget is going thru! Thank you 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jun 1, 2016, at 2:16 PM, Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com> wrote: 

June 1, 2016 
 
Dear Ms. Alimovski: 
 
Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically you inquired whether 
the project would include roundabouts, a by-pass, or two lanes.  The Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) is currently performing a preliminary engineering and environmental (Phase I) 
study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The purpose of this project is to improve capacity, 
operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian accommodations along the corridor.  To date, 
we have held six Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) meetings, two business owner meetings, and three 
public meetings.   
 
Regarding the alternatives evaluation, the Department has evaluated numerous alternatives including 
several Woodstock by-pass alternatives as well as two alternatives on the existing IL 47 alignment.  In 
reviewing the bypass and one-way couplet alternatives, the detailed traffic analysis demonstrated they 
did not remove enough traffic from IL 47 to improve operations.  Therefore, the bypass and one‐way 
couplet alternatives were dismissed from further consideration as they did not satisfy the project's 
purpose and need.   
 
Two alternatives were carried forward for this project and both consists of two lanes in each direction 
with a barrier curb median.  The two alternatives to be carried forward vary mainly on the type of 
traffic control at the following five intersections: Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd St./Irving 
Avenue, Ware Road, and Charles Road.  Alternative 1 proposes traffic signals at these intersections 
while Alternative 2 proposes roundabouts be constructed.  The bridge carrying Union Pacific/Metra 
Railroad over IL 47 is a primary factor in evaluating the alternatives.  The bridge has been determined 
to be in good condition, and is located between the Lake Street and McConnell Road intersections 
which are closely spaced at 840 feet apart.  The construction of traditional signalized intersections 
with turn lanes (Alternative 1) would necessitate replacing the bridge with a wider structure to 
accommodate two-lanes in each direction with turn lanes, including provisions for a temporary railroad 
structure, and result in additional costs of approximately $30 million.  Alternative 2 uses roundabout 
designs at the flanking intersections, which allows the cross section to remain small with two lanes in 
each direction, and therefore retain the existing bridge.  
 
IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses and 
refining the alternatives for the project.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at 
stakeholder outreach meetings anticipated to be held in summer of 2016 as well as at a public hearing 
anticipated to be held for late 2016/early 2017. 
 
The contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I 
study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction, and construction engineering is not currently 
included in the Department's Fiscal Year 2016-2021 Proposed Highway Improvement 
Program.  However, funding for this project will be considered among similar improvement needs 
throughout the region.  Once additional funding is identified, the land acquisition process is anticipated 
to take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24 to 36 months to 
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complete depending on the alternative selected. 
 
Further project information can be found on the project website at 
www.il47woodstockstudy.com.   We appreciate your interest in the IL 47 Study and look forward to 
your continued participation. 
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please visit the project website or contact 
Mr. John Baldauf, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
IL 47 Woodstock Study Team 



No formal responses to comments from Renata Alimovski on July 30, 2016 was necessary due

to correspondence with stakeholder at one-on-one meeting held on January 17, 2017.



Web Comment 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Fowler 
14709 Emery Lane 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
andmacfow@usa.com 
(715) 776-2148 
 
 
CS #1295 
 
Where stage is the McHenry County Hwy 47 Woodstock project?  Is the planning phase completed and waiting for 
funding?  The website has not been updated for 2015. 

mailto:andmacfow@usa.com
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2016 3:49 PM
To: andmacfow@usa.com
Cc: cathy.Valente@imagesinc.net; Steven.Schilke@illinois.gov; Kyle.Bochte@Illinois.gov;

Gabrisko, Darcie; Plant, Bill
Subject: IL 47 Woodstock Study (US 14 - Charles Road)

October 5, 2016

Dear Mr. Fowler:

Thank you for your comments concerning the Illinois Department of Transportation's (Department) Preliminary
Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) from US 14 to Charles Road in the City of
Woodstock, McHenry County.  The purpose of the project is to improve safety, operations, access management,
capacity, and pedestrian accommodations along the existing corridor.  This correspondence is in response to the
comments you submitted on the project website.

The Department is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses and
refining the alternatives for the project.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a public hearing
anticipated to be held in early 2017.

Contract plan preparation (Phase II) is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I Study.  Land
acquisition (Phase II), construction (Phase III), and construction engineering (Phase III) are not currently included in
the Department's Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However, funding for this project
will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region. Once additional funding is identified, the
land acquisition process is anticipated to take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24
to 36 months to complete depending on the alternative selected.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For more
project information and updates, please visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Steve Schilke, P.E., Major Projects Unit Head at (847) 705-4125.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team



Web Comment 
 
 
 
William Paterson 
Biersdorf & Associates 
150 S. 5th St., Ste 3100 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
 
CS #1293 
 
I am writing to see if a preferred alternative has been chosen? If a preferred alternative has been chosen, can a copy 
please be sent to me? Thank you for your help. 



October 24, 2016

Mr. William Paterson
Biersdorf & Associated
150 S. 5th St., Suite 3100
Minneapolis, MN  55402

Dear Mr. Paterson:

Thank you for your comments concerning the Illinois Department of
Transportation’s (Department) preliminary engineering and environmental
(Phase I) study of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47) from US 14 to Charles Road in the
City of Woodstock, McHenry County.  The purpose of the project is to improve
safety, operations, access management, capacity, and pedestrian
accommodations along the existing corridor.  This correspondence is in
response to the comments you submitted on the project website.

The Department is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering
and environmental analyses and refining the alternatives for the project.  The
recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a public hearing
anticipated to be held in early 2017.  The alternatives being studied can be
found at
http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com/information_center/presentations.aspx.

Contract plan preparation (Phase II) is currently funded and will begin upon
completion of the Phase I Study.  Land acquisition (Phase II), construction
(Phase III), and construction engineering (Phase III) are not currently included
in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement
Program.  However, funding for this project will be considered among similar
improvement needs throughout the region.  Once additional funding is
identified, the land acquisition process is anticipated to take 18 to 24 months to
complete and construction is anticipated to take 24 to 36 months to complete
depending on the alternative selected.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to
your continued participation.  For more project information and updates, please
visit the website at http://il47woodstockstudy.com/.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.



Mr. William Paterson
October 14, 2016
Page 2

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact
Steve Schilke, Major Projects Unit Head, at (847) 705-4125 or Darcie Gabrisko,
Project Manager (Strand Associates, Inc.), at (815) 744-4200.

Very truly yours,

John Fortmann, P.E.
Region One Engineer

By:
John A. Baczek, P.E.
Project and Environmental Studies Section Chief



11/22 
Brad Schlottman 
brad@blueribbonmillwork.com 
Blue Ribbon Millwork 
 
I'm not in favor of a raised meridian for the following reasons, restricts easy access to retail businesses. 
A turn lane which Crystal Lake has works to the benefit of the business and the drivers. Semis making 
deliveries, which we average approx. 3 a day, if not coming from the south, where will they have a spot 
to turn around? They won't be able to use U-turn lanes, they'll have to drive until they can find a spot 
which could be quite a ways down the highway. I feel it's just not a practical solution to the every day 
needs of the businesses and the consumers. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

mailto:brad@blueribbonmillwork.com


Website Comment Submission 

 

February 16, 2017 

 

Mr. Brad Schlottman 

Blue Ribbon Millwork 

1401 S. Eastwood Drive 

Woodstock, IL 60098 

brad@blueribbonmillwork.com 

815-338-8900 

 

I'm the owner of Blue Ribbon Millwork at 1401 S. Eastwood Dr. I see on the updated drawing that they 

have moved our driveway from the south side of our property to the north side. We have on the 

average 2 to 6 semi trailers a day enter our property. We need straight in access to our property. By 

moving the entrance to the north side, it will create a very tight radius for semi's to maneuver and it will 

take out ALL of our parking spots for customers not to mention employees. I respectfully ask that our 

entrance be moved back to where it is existing now. 

 

mailto:brad@blueribbonmillwork.com
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 12:25 PM
To: info@il47woodstockstudy.com
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response
Attachments: P&P_South of Lake Avenue.pdf

Dear Mr. Schlottman,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically you inquired about the property at
1401 S. Eastwood Drive.  The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently performing a preliminary and
environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The purpose of this project is to improve
capacity, operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian accommodations along the corridor.

As mentioned during our correspondence from November 29, 2016, we are proposing to keep your driveway at the
current location on the south side of the property per your request.  Please see the attached plan and profile for your
location.  These preliminary exhibits have been uploaded to the project website after coordination with the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) and IDOT’s Springfield office.  Additional engineering is ongoing; as a result these
drawings could potentially require further changes in the future.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering analyses and refining the preferred
alternative.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at the public hearing anticipated to be held
summer 2017.

The contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I study.  Funding
for land acquisition, construction, and construction engineering is not currently included in the Department’s Fiscal
Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However funding for this project will be considered
among similar improvement needs throughout the region.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For more
information and updates, please visit the website at IL47woodstockstudy.com.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team

http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com



PRELIMINARY
Subject to Change
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Leisa Niemotka

From: Brad Schlottman <brad@blueribbonmillwork.com>
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2017 3:59 PM
To: Leisa Niemotka
Subject: RE: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response

Thanks for your response.  At the last meeting I did see that on the plans. 
 
Thanks,  Brad 
 
Brad Schlottman 
Blue Ribbon Millwork 
1401 S. Eastwood (RT. 47) 
Woodstock, IL. 60098 
815‐338‐8900 

 

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team [mailto:info@il47woodstockstudy.com]  
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 12:25 PM 
To: brad@blueribbonmillwork.com 
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response 
 

Dear Mr. Schlottman, 
 
Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically you inquired about the 
property at 1401 S. Eastwood Drive.  The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently performing 
a preliminary and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The purpose of this 
project is to improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian accommodations along 
the corridor. 
 
As mentioned during our correspondence from November 29, 2016, we are proposing to keep your driveway at 
the current location on the south side of the property per your request.  Please see the attached plan and profile 
for your location.  These preliminary exhibits have been uploaded to the project website after coordination with 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and IDOT’s Springfield office.  Additional engineering is 
ongoing; as a result these drawings could potentially require further changes in the future. 
 
IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering analyses and refining the preferred 
alternative.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at the public hearing anticipated to be 
held summer 2017. 
 
The contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I 
study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction, and construction engineering is not currently included in the 
Department’s Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However funding for this 
project will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region. 
 
We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For 
more information and updates, please visit the website at IL47woodstockstudy.com. 
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As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional 
information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Illinois Route 47 Study Team 
 
http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com 

 



12/28 
Kathleen Muto 
kat.l.muto@gmail.com 
Colonial Antique Mall 
 
I have already written to Leisa, but could you please tell me the approximate dates of the phases of this 
project please? 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

mailto:kat.l.muto@gmail.com


No formal response to comment from Kathleen Muto on December 28, 2016 was necessary due

to correspondence with stakeholder at Small Group Business Meeting 3 held on January 13,

2017.



December 5, 2016 

sophie.hunt@ctechemail.com 

Sophie Hunt 

 

Hi,  

I recently came across a link on your site which appears to be broken. 

Here it is https://www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/edcams/kidzprivacy/kidz.htm, "Kids Privacy", found on this 

page of your site http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com/tell_friend/. 

We've just launched a guide to help parents, carers and educators protect children's privacy online ‐ 

https://www.comparitech.com/blog/vpn‐privacy/protecting‐childrens‐privacy/ and it may make a 

suitable replacement. 

I hope this helps.  

Sophie 



No formal response to comment from Sophie Hunt on December 5, 2016 was necessary

because comment was an advertisement for privacy blocker.



December 5, 2016 

godlvall2jm@gmail.com 

 

Jo Smith 

How or where to do we express our concerns? Thanks! 

mailto:godlvall2jm@gmail.com
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 3, 2017 11:16 AM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response

Dear Ms. Smith,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically you inquired about
stakeholder outreach.  The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently performing a preliminary
and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The purpose of this project is to
improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian accommodations along the corridor.

You can express your concerns at any time through the project website  or at our next public outreach event
described below.  Preliminary exhibits have been uploaded to the project website
www.il47woodstockstudy.com/  after coordination with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and
IDOT’s Springfield office.  Additional engineering is ongoing; as a result these drawings could potentially
require further changes in the future.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering analyses and refining the preferred
alternative.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at the public hearing anticipated to be
held late summer/early fall 2017.

The contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I
study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction, and construction engineering is not currently included in the
Department’s Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However funding for this
project will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation. For
more information and updates, please visit the project website.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team



12/14 
John Stassen 
JohnS@stasseninsurance.com 
Carol Jean Properties 
 
 
After further consideration, let it be known that I am in no way interested in a hard median placed in 
front of my 4 properties on Rt 47.  Based on the information disseminated at the last meeting, it is 
evident that a hard median is not warranted in front of any of these properties.  This is based on the 
Crash data provided at the meeting and the previous statistics regarding traffic congestion.  Additional 
lanes of traffic and a few additional turn lanes will handle the current and future needs within the 
corridor. 
 
In addition, a hard median is not warranted in front of any of the residential or commercial properties 
on the corridor, excepting the section from Rt 47 to Catalpa. 
 

mailto:JohnS@stasseninsurance.com


No formal response to comment from John Stassen on December 14, 2016 was necessary due

to correspondence with stakeholder at Small Group Business Owner meeting 9 held on

February 24, 2017.
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Plant, Bill

From: Dale Dobroth <dale@sidcorrealestate.com>
Sent: Friday, December 16, 2016 2:46 PM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: Rt. 47 & Lake  Woodstock
Attachments: Rt47_Roundabouts_south.JPG; VSEI Survey 8.2.08.pdf

Bill:

Can you provide an enhanced detailed plan of the round about & the entrances for 1285 Eastwood Drive, the O Reilly’s
property we own.

Will the driveways on 47 & Lake Ave have  left in and/or left out?

Thanks

Dale Dobroth
(847) 283-9200 ext #3
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 3, 2017 10:56 AM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response
Attachments: O'Reily's Access.pdf

Dear Mr. Dobroth,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock. Specifically you inquired about the
detailed plans of the roundabouts and the entrances for 1285 Eastwood Drive. The Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) is currently performing a preliminary and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from
US 14 to Charles Road. The purpose of this project is to improve capacity, operations, safety, access
management, and pedestrian accommodations along the corridor.

Currently the proposed plans have right-in/right-out access to IL 47 from 1285 Eastwood Drive and full access
to Lake Avenue. Please see the attached plan sheet for your area.  These preliminary exhibits have been
uploaded to the project website after coordination with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and
IDOT’s Springfield office.  Additional engineering is ongoing; as a result these drawings could potentially
require further changes in the future.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering analyses and refining the preferred
alternative.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at the public hearing anticipated to be
held late summer/early fall 2017.

The contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I
study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction, and construction engineering is not currently included in the
Department’s Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However funding for this
project will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation. For
more information and updates, please visit the website at www.il47woodstockstudy.com.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team



PRELIMINARY
Subject to Change



1/08/17 

 

Paul Monahan 

Great Lakes Credit Union 

Paulm@glcu.org 

 

I am wondering if the road widening will affect our small parking lot & electronic message sign located 

at 180 Eastwood? 

mailto:Paulm@glcu.org


No formal response to comment from Paul Monahan on January 8, 2017 was necessary due to

correspondence with stakeholder at Small Group Business Meeting 6 held on January 20, 2017.
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Plant, Bill

From: Leisa Niemotka <Leisa.Niemotka@imagesinc.net>
Sent: Thursday, February 9, 2017 12:17 PM
To: Gabrisko, Darcie; Plant, Bill
Subject: FW: You Are Invited - Friday, February 10, 2017 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm

Below please see an email thread between Krista from the City of Woodstock and the property owner of  610 E. Judd
Street. I was originally looped into this thread because I was helping her find a meeting that fit within her schedule – but
as the conversation has moved way beyond mere scheduling, I felt you needed these comments for your files and/or to
send along to IDOT. As you can see, Ms. Miller is a fan of roundabouts and seemingly an advocate of the potential
project.
Leisa

From: Krista Coltrin [mailto:kcoltrin@woodstockil.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 11:51 AM
To: Patricia Miller <pmiller@matrix4.com>
Cc: Rachel Graham <rgraham@matrix4.com>; Leisa Niemotka <Leisa.Niemotka@imagesinc.net>; Will Scott
<wscott@matrix4.com>
Subject: RE: You Are Invited - Friday, February 10, 2017 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm

Patricia –
I’m glad to hear that you are a fan of roundabouts!  I’m sure that you’ve had plenty of experience with them in
Europe.  Although the safety date supports them, not everyone seems to be as eager to have them installed in our
community as you areJ

As for the pedestrian access, you are certainly not alone in your concerns.  Fortunately, pedestrian and bicycle access is
part of all IDOT engineering. First, there will be a 10’ wide bike path on your side of Rt. 47; the east side of the street will
maintain a 5’ pedestrian walkway.

Second, all roundabouts will have crosswalks. It is my understanding that roundabouts are actually safer for pedestrians
as they only cross one direction of traffic at a time.  Pedestrians can stop on an island and then cross the second
direction of traffic.

As a new resident to this community, I was quite surprised when I realized that there is no pedestrian access throughout
a large section of the roadway near our busiest commercial intersection.  We continually hear residents’ complaints
regarding the difficulty in crossing the road and are anxious to get started on the construction project to eliminate this
safety concern.  As I see it, why wouldn’t employees of Matrix 4 want to walk across the street for lunch on a beautiful
day?

As for the area along Judd Street, I was noticing that the on-street parking will probably be eliminated; in its place, the
geographical map seems to indicate that additional green space will replace the parking to accommodate the
realignment of the road at that intersection.  This is why these meetings are so important to the business and property
owners – it will allow businesses to be proactive in making adjustments prior to the construction for alternative parking,
sign replacement, etc.

I encourage you to attend one of the February 24th  meetings (10 a.m. or 1 p.m.) to further address any of your
concerns.  I have found the representative from IDOT to be very interested in business owners’ concerns and are
addressing them whenever possible.  Right now, I’m only a pseudo expert on the project after sitting through many of
the meetings; as engineers, they will be better able to go over the details surrounding your property.  The maps they
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bring to the meeting are scalable and they can more accurately pinpoint the proximity of your building to the new road
as well as other road realignment details.  Also, a member of the land acquisition team will be present to answer any
questions you may have regarding the appraisal, easement and acquisition process.

As we discussed yesterday, this project can’t happen fast enough.  Although it’s probably 8-10 years off yet and there
will be a couple of tough years before it’s finished, the benefit to our residents and businesses will be
tremendous!  Thanks for your optimistic support of the project…it’s refreshing to be conversing with a business owner
that is “for” the project!

- Krista

From: Patricia Miller [mailto:pmiller@matrix4.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 11:27 AM
To: Krista Coltrin
Cc: Rachel Graham; Leisa Niemotka (Leisa.Niemotka@imagesinc.net); Will Scott
Subject: RE: You Are Invited - Friday, February 10, 2017 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm

Thank you so much! I will not be able to join but would love to provide a POV and also happy to follow up at another
time if would be beneficial. I apologize I will not be able to join today on short notice.

I am a huge fan of roundabouts and do not mind that one will be in front of our facility. The concern I do have is we have
no cross walks or sidewalks right now on a very busy road, and our team often go across the street to grab lunch or
when we park on the Judd side of the facility, have to walk in the road to  get in the facility front entrance which is
dangerous with no good street lighting and visibility. Recognizing a roundabout will increase flow of traffic but will also
impact this standpoint as well. Could this be considered as you explore the build out on that corner? I notice the
expansion will cut in to the front area, so would want to know how this will impact foot traffic out front / safety etc.

Thank you!

From: Krista Coltrin [mailto:kcoltrin@woodstockil.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 9, 2017 10:13 AM
To: Patricia Miller <pmiller@matrix4.com>
Cc: Rachel Graham <rgraham@matrix4.com>; Leisa Niemotka (Leisa.Niemotka@imagesinc.net)
<Leisa.Niemotka@imagesinc.net>
Subject: RE: You Are Invited - Friday, February 10, 2017 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm

Patricia –
I have attached a screen shot of the maps the City has on file.  I’m not sure if the maps we have are as current as what
will be available at the meeting, but it will provide insight into what is being proposed for your intersection.

· Krista

From: Patricia Miller [mailto:pmiller@matrix4.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 7:56 AM
To: Leisa Niemotka
Cc: Krista Coltrin; Rachel Graham
Subject: Re: You Are Invited - Friday, February 10, 2017 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm

That makes sense. Are you able to send me screen shot of our facility by email also for viewing?

Manufactured from my iPhone
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On Feb 9, 2017, at 7:53 AM, Leisa Niemotka <Leisa.Niemotka@imagesinc.net> wrote:

Ms. Miller –
I just wanted to make you aware that the meeting on Friday is (8) of (10) meetings and we do endeavor
to have the specific roll plot maps available for your particular property – which is why we request
RSVPs for each meeting that we have invited businesses to attend. The last two meetings will be held on
Friday, February 24. Please let me know which meeting time works best for you.
Thank you.

From: Patricia Miller [mailto:pmiller@matrix4.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 7:51 AM
To: Krista Coltrin <kcoltrin@woodstockil.gov>
Cc: Rachel Graham <rgraham@matrix4.com>; Leisa Niemotka <Leisa.Niemotka@imagesinc.net>
Subject: Re: You Are Invited - Friday, February 10, 2017 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm

Leisa, from below I see this is one of ten meetings. I will try to make 1pm on Friday but if not
will make the effort to attend a next session.

Manufactured from my iPhone

On Feb 8, 2017, at 3:12 PM, Krista Coltrin <kcoltrin@woodstockil.gov> wrote:

Patricia –
Thanks again for your time this morning – I’m really looking forward to working with you
on the trophy project and learning more about Matrix 4 in the process!

As we discussed, your property at 610 E. Judd Street is located next to an integral
intersection in the IL Route 47 widening project.  We are certainly anxious for this
project to eventually get underway as I’m sure it will have significant benefits for
trucking logistics for all of our manufacturers.

Since you indicated that you had not received the invitation to the meeting this Friday, I
am forwarding the invitation so that you’ll have all of the necessary information.  I
believe that your section of the road was invited to attend the 10 a.m. meeting;
however, since 1:00 p.m. will work better for you, I encourage you to attend this
meeting instead.

I double checked the email address I supplied to IDOT and I suspect that the email
invitation may have been caught up in your spam folder as it was sent as a mass email.  I
have copied Leisa Niemotka on this email so that she is aware of the circumstances; if
you could please add the email address below to your “never block” list, you’ll be able
to receive future updates regarding the Route.

Please let me know if you have any further questions…otherwise, I’ll see you Friday
afternoon!

- Krista

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team [mailto:info@il47woodstockstudy.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 1:08 PM
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To: Krista Coltrin
Subject: You Are Invited - Friday, February 10, 2017 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm

January 26, 2017

Dear Stakeholder -

On behalf of the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) you are cordially
invited to review and discuss the preliminary engineering and environmental
(Phase I) study of Illinois Route 47 (IL 47). The study area is located in the City
of Woodstock and McHenry County, extending approximately 5 miles from US
Route 14 to Charles Road. The purpose of the project is to improve capacity,
operations, safety, access management and pedestrian accommodations along the
corridor.

The intent of this small group meeting is to review the preliminary preferred
alternative; project study team members will be on hand to discuss any specific
issues or concerns you may have.

Date: Friday, February 10, 2017

Time: 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm

Location: Woodstock Public Library, 414 W. Judd Street, Woodstock, IL 60089

RSVP to Leisa.Niemotka@imagesinc.net no later than Wednesday, February
8.

This meeting is one of ten (10) meetings being held to provide businesses such as
yours an opportunity to give feedback in a smaller group setting. If you cannot
attend, feel free to contact me with alternative availability. Further, there are a
variety of other ways to provide input to the study. Please visit the project website
at www.il47woodstockstudy.com for more information and to sign up to receive
future meeting notices.

Contract plan preparation (Phase II) is currently funded and will begin upon
completion of the Phase I Study.  Land acquisition (Phase II), construction (Phase
III) and construction engineering (Phase III) are not currently included in the
Department’s Fiscal Year 2017-22 Proposed Highway Improvement
Program.  However, funding for this project will be considered among similar
improvement needs throughout the region.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Steve
Schilke, Major Projects Unit Head, (IDOT) at 847-705-4125 or Darcie Gabrisko,
Project Manager (Strand Associates, Inc.) at 815-744-4200.

Sincerely,

Leisa Niemotka
IL-47 Project Study Team Member



02/11/17 

Daniel Cooney 

SLMC Funeral Home 

slmc1211@sbcglobal.net 

 

Why is it that in this online version of the project it shows Potential Relocation of the Mobile gas station, 

and the one I saw yesterday has the funeral home parking lot all carved up? 



1

Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 12:37 PM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response
Attachments: Greenwood Plan and Profile.pdf

Dear Mr. Cooney,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically you inquired about the
Mobile gas station and SLMC Funeral Home.  The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently
performing a preliminary and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road. The purpose
of this project is to improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian accommodations
along the corridor.

The old plans on the project website are from the third public meeting held on July 9, 2014.  Since the third
public meeting the project study team has been performing engineering studies to improve the plans, including
the realignment of Greenwood Avenue to address the intersection skew.  The project study team is currently
working to minimize the impact to neighboring properties near Greenwood Avenue.  Since the business owner
meeting held on February 10, 2017 the project study team has reduced the lane widths along Greenwood
Avenue to further minimize the impacts.  Also, an additional driveway opening was added for increased
access.  Please see the attached plan and profile sheet for your area.  These preliminary exhibits have been
uploaded to the project website after coordination with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and
IDOT’s Springfield office.  Additional engineering is ongoing; as a result these drawings could potentially
require further changes in the future.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering analyses and refining the preferred
alternative.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at the public hearing anticipated to be
held summer 2017.

The contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I
study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction, and construction engineering is not currently included in the
Department’s Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However funding for this
project will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation. For
more information and updates, please visit the website at http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com/

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team
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02/13/17 

 

kseager2254@yahoo.com 

 

I am concerned that the Union Pacific tunnel that goes over Rte. 47 will not be widened.  I understand 

that the sidewalks under the tunnel will be done away with.  Where will pedestrians cross?  There are no 

other options for miles.  If the tunnel is not widened, it would be dangerous for walkers/bikers to 

attempt to go through the tunnel and going over the tunnel is equally perilous.  I see many people 

walking from the local apartment complexes to Walmart or other shopping areas.  This would become 

impossible for them and cut off necessary access to shopping and services. 
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 12:42 PM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response
Attachments: IL 47_Proposed Ped Tunnel.pdf

Dear Stakeholder,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically you inquired about
pedestrian accommodations at the Union Pacific railroad bridge.  The Illinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT) is currently performing a preliminary and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles
Road.  The purpose of this project is to improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and
pedestrian accommodations along the corridor.

In order to provide pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations in accordance with our policy, a separate
pedestrian underpass (tunnel) is proposed to be provided just east of the existing railroad bridge.  Please see the
highlighted path on the attached sheet labeled “Proposed Pedestrian Tunnel.”

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering analyses and refining the preferred
alternative.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at the public hearing anticipated to be
held summer 2017.

The contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I
study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction, and construction engineering is not currently included in the
Department’s Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However funding for this
project will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation. For
more information and updates, please visit the website at http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com/

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team



PRELIMINARY 
Subject to Change

Proposed Pedestrian Tunnel
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 12:57 PM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response
Attachments: IL 47_Proposed Ped Tunnel.pdf

Dear Ms. Taylor,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically you inquired about
pedestrian accommodations at the Union Pacific railroad bridge.  The Illinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT) is currently performing a preliminary and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles
Road.  The purpose of this project is to improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and
pedestrian accommodations along the corridor.

In order to provide pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations in accordance with our policy, a separate
pedestrian underpass (tunnel) is proposed to be provided just east of the existing railroad bridge.  Please see the
highlighted path on the attached sheet labeled “Proposed Pedestrian Tunnel.”

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering analyses and refining the preferred
alternative.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at the public hearing anticipated to be
held summer 2017.

The contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I
study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction, and construction engineering is not currently included in the
Department’s Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However funding for this
project will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation. For
more information and updates, please visit the website at http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com/.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team



PRELIMINARY 
Subject to Change

Proposed Pedestrian Tunnel



Website Comment Submission 

 

February 18, 2017 

 

Mr. Dave Piersall 

Crystal Lake Marine Inc. 

1151 Lake Avenue 

Woodstock, IL 60098 

Dave@crystallakemarine.com 

815-679-5300 

 

Hello, 

We are interested in purchasing the former Plumbing Supply building next to Woodstock Furniture 

which is listed as "Abandoned" on your map. We are planning on storing and hauling boats into and out 

of that property towing them down the driveway on the far southern edge of that building. Because of 

the trailer swinging we will need full left turn access aligned directly to that side driveway. Can you 

accommodate this request? Also when will you break ground on this project and disrupt the current 

road and its access points? Thank you. 

mailto:Dave@crystallakemarine.com


1

Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 12:32 PM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response
Attachments: P&P_South of Lake Avenue.pdf

Dear Mr. Piersall,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock. Specifically you inquired about access to
the property labeled “Abandoned” next to Woodstock Furniture and the project timeline.  The Illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently performing a preliminary and environmental (Phase I) study
of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The purpose of this project is to improve capacity, operations, safety,
access management, and pedestrian accommodations along the corridor.

Currently the proposed preferred alternative provides a full median opening at the existing southern driveway
location at the above mentioned property.  Please see the attached plan and profile sheet for this area.  These
preliminary exhibits have been uploaded to the project website after coordination with the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and IDOT’s Springfield office.  Additional engineering is ongoing; as a result these
drawings could potentially require further changes in the future.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering analyses and refining the preferred
alternative.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at the public hearing anticipated to be
held summer 2017.

Regarding your question about the project timeline, the contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and
will begin upon completion of the Phase I study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction, and construction
engineering is not currently included in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway
Improvement Program.  However funding for this project will be considered among similar improvement needs
throughout the region.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation. For
more information and updates, please visit the website at http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team
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Website Comment Submission 

 

February 18, 2017 

 

Mr. Steve Garrett 

Lake Marine and RV Services 

1151 Lake Avenue 

Woodstock, IL 60098 

barringtonindustries@gmail.com 

815-679-5300 

 

Hello IDOT, 

I can understand the cost efficiencies for choosing the roundabout at McConnell Road. It is basically a 

"T" since it dead ends a few yards past the intersection. But I feel that the intersection at Lake Avenue 

and Route 47 is too busy to be successfully turned into a roundabout. There will be multiple accidents 

when it is first unveiled and may even make the traffic congestion worse. They work well on 2-lane 

highways but not on 4-way intersections. There is still enough room to create a left turn lane since that 

intersection is far enough away. Thank you. 

 

mailto:barringtonindustries@gmail.com
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 12:49 PM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response

Dear Mr. Garrett,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock. Specifically you inquired about the Lake
Avenue and McConnell Road intersections.  The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently
performing a preliminary and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road. The purpose
of this project is to improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian accommodations
along the corridor.

A detailed traffic analysis was performed which analyzed operations of not only individual intersections but the
operations of multiple intersections in succession throughout the corridor.  The results of this analysis
determined that due to the distance between Lake Avenue and McConnell road, both intersections must either
have traffic signals or both have roundabouts in order to properly operate.  This detailed traffic analysis also
showed that the roundabouts operate with less delay when compared to signalized intersections.  Roundabouts
provide opportunities to improve safety due to fewer conflict points and lower vehicle speeds when compared to
traditional signalized intersections.

The construction of signalized intersections requires additional complex construction activities.  Signalized
intersections at Lake Avenue and McConnell Road require the construction of additional turn lanes that would
not be required for roundabout intersections at these locations.  These additional turn lanes require the removal
of the existing railroad bridge and replacement with a new railroad bridge with a wider opening of about 120
feet.  The construction of the new bridge requires a temporary railroad track and a temporary railroad bridge,
called a shoofly, be constructed in order to maintain railroad operations during construction.  The construction
of the shoofly and temporary railroad bridge is estimated to add an additional $30 million dollars to the
construction budget and also add an additional four potential relocations.  The construction schedule will also
be extended 1 to 2 years to build the shoofly and permanent bridge prior to the roadway construction of the
corridor.

It is for the reasons listed above the project study team is proposing roundabouts at Lake Avenue and
McConnell Road as the preferred alternative.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering analyses and refining the preferred
alternative.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at the public hearing anticipated to be
held summer 2017.

The contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I
study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction, and construction engineering is not currently included in the
Department’s Fiscal Year 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However funding for this
project will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation. For
more information and updates, please visit the website at http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com/.
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As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team
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STRAND ASSOCIATES, INC.®
PHONE CONVERSATION RECORD

Project: IL 47 Job No.: 6346.014 Date: 03/10/2017 By: Bill Plant

Call to: Dan Volkers,
Manager
Call from:

Representing:
McHenry County
Farm Bureau

Time: 1:15 pm CC:

I called Dan Volkers from the McHenry County Farm Bureau to discuss the proposed improvements
and impacts associated with the IL 47 project. Project limits are along IL 47 from US 14 to Charles
Road. I explained the project is currently in preliminary engineering. The preferred alternative consists
of two lanes in each direction separated by a barrier median. I explained that I am calling to learn a little
more about the McHenry County Farm Bureau property.

Dan stated there is no expansion plan for the parking lot or building on the property. There is also no
expansion plan for the garden area on the property. The food grown in the garden area is donated to
local food pantries. The garden area is used by the University of Illinois extension, who leases the
property. There is no language in the lease agreement regarding the use of the garden area. The
McHenry County Farm Bureau is not a government agency but is a non-for-profit organization.

The preferred alternative currently consists of roundabout intersections at the intersections of IL 47 with
Lake Avenue and McConnell Road. Two lanes are proposed in each direction underneath the current
railroad bridge by removing the current median and sidewalks under the bridge. A new pedestrian
tunnel is proposed underneath the railroad to the east of the current bridge. The tunnel is proposed
along the property to the west of McHenry County Farm Bureau (Mambo Car Wash). This proposed
alternative requires relocating the Mambo Car Wash building. Dan was concerned about the proximity
of the McHenry County Farm building to the expanded intersection. I explained that although we are
proposing to relocate the Mambo Car Wash building, the intersection is not shifting significantly east so
it will not feel like the McHenry County Farm Bureau is an intersection corner property.

I explained the proposed impacts to the property associated with the proposed alternative. More
detailed drainage alternatives are being investigated near the intersection, but a very possible
alternative is using the property located west of the McHenry County Farm Bureau, as well as a portion
of the McHenry County Farm Bureau property and Conserv FS property located directly south of the
Farm Bureau for drainage detention purposes. The McHenry County Farm Bureau parking lot and
building are not proposed to be impacted as a part of this project. However, the detention alternative
consists of permanently acquiring approximately the west 90 feet of the parcel for detention purposes.
This would also require displacing the garden area on the property. I asked if displacing the garden
would be detrimental to the McHenry County Farm Bureau property and its operations. Dan stated that
the garden is a part of their program but is not a “top 10” item for the Bureau. Dan also stated he
believes the property is currently underutilized so was not opposed to the detention area.

Dan asked what the timeline is for the project. Preliminary engineering is scheduled to be complete by
the end of 2017. Following the completion of preliminary engineering, contract plan preparation can
begin. Land Acquisition and Construction are not currently funded for the project so a realistic schedule
for construction to begin is 8-12 years. However, if funding was found this year, construction could
begin in as early as three years. If a portion of the funding for the project becomes available, IDOT
could also proceed with constructing certain intersections or segments of IL 47 rather than the entire
corridor. The segment along IL 47 from US 14 to IL 120 is a higher priority than the segment north of IL
120. Once funded, land acquisition will include negotiations between IDOT and the property owner



regarding the proposed land to be acquired as well as any other impacts associated with the
improvements such as sign relocations.

I asked what sort of equipment is used on the McHenry County Farm Bureau property as well as the
Conserv FS property located southeast of them. McHenry County Farm Bureau traffic primarily consists
of passenger car vehicles. Conserv FS utilizes gas trucks as well as semi-trucks.

Dan asked if we could send a figure showing the preferred alternative near McConnell Road and
potential impacts to the McHenry County Farm Bureau property. I told him we could email him a figure.
His email address is mcfbmgr@att.net.
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Plant, Bill

From: Plant, Bill
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2017 8:22 AM
To: 'mcfbmgr@att.net'
Subject: McHenry County Farm Bureau Property Impacts Along IL 47
Attachments: McConnell Road Detention Impacts.pdf

Dear Mr. Volkers,

This is in response to a phone conversation held on March 10, 2017 regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock. Specifically
you inquired about a figure showing the preferred alternative near McConnell Road and potential impacts to the
McHenry County Farm Bureau Property.  The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently performing a
preliminary and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The purpose of this project is to
improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian accommodations along the corridor.

This project is currently in Phase I which entails preliminary engineering and environmental studies to identify roadway
deficiencies, review alternative ways of improving the roadway, identify the potential impacts of the improvements, and
to discuss these issues with the public.  If land is to be acquired from private property owners in order to improve the
roadway, the amounts needed from affected properties are identified during this phase and coordinated with the
individual property owners.  You will be compensated for any property that is to be acquired as part of this project.

Currently the proposed plans show proposed fee simple right-of-way from the western section of your property for a
proposed detention basin. The proposed detention basin avoids impacts to the garden area.  Please see the attached
plan sheet for your area.  Additional engineering is ongoing; as a result these drawings could potentially require further
changes in the future.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering analyses and refining the preferred alternative.  The
recommended preferred alternative will be presented at the public hearing anticipated to be held late 2017.

The contract plan preparation phase is currently funded and will begin upon completion of the Phase I study.  Funding
for land acquisition, construction, and construction engineering is not currently included in the IDOT’s Fiscal Year 2018-
2023 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  However funding for this project will be considered among similar
improvement needs throughout the region.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  For more
information and updated, please visit the website at www.il47woodstockstudy.com.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E. Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team
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Leisa Niemotka

From: Terry Egan <EganT@hearthstonewoodstock.org>
Sent: Sunday, March 12, 2017 11:34 AM
To: Leisa Niemotka
Cc: Terry Egan
Subject: RE: IL-47 Project Questions Response

Illinois Route 47 Study Team, 
Thank you.  I look forward to receiving your response. 
Terry 
 
From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team [mailto:info@il47woodstockstudy.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 07, 2017 2:46 PM 
To: Terry Egan 
Subject: IL-47 Project Questions Response 
 

Dear Mr. Egan: 
 
Unfortunately at this time we are unable to determine how close your residence will be to the proposed shared 
use path. We are looking into the issue and will be surveying the property this spring. After the survey we will 
be able to provide the requested distance. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Illinois Route 47 Study Team 

http://www.il47woodstockstudy.com 
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Leisa Niemotka

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <info@il47woodstockstudy.com>
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2018 12:38 PM
To: Leisa Niemotka
Subject: Broadcast Email Confirmation: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response

Sent to 7 total (7 unique) recipient(s). 
View Recipient List 
 
Message Body: 
----------------------------------------------- 

Dear Mr. Egan, 
 
Thank you for your inquiry regarding the Illinois 47 (IL 47) study in the City of Woodstock. Specifically you 
requested to know the distance the new building located at the southeast corner of IL 47 and Christian Way to 
the proposed shared-use path. The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently performing a 
preliminary engineering and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The purpose 
of the project is to improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian accommodations 
along the corridor.  The preferred alternative from Ware Road to Charles Road consists of widening and 
reconstruction IL 47 to two lanes in each direction separated by a mountable median with outside paved 
shoulders.  A shared-use path is proposed on the east side of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road and a sidewalk 
is proposed on the west side of IL 47 from US 14 to Ware Road. 
 
The proposed improvement will require land acquisition from your property.  The Department employs three 
basic types of land acquisition.  The first is fee simple taking or the acquisition of all right and interests of real 
property.  The second type of acquisition is permanent easement.  In this case the ownership of the property is 
retained by the property owner, but access is provided for maintenance activities such as cleaning drainage 
facilities.  The third type of land acquisition is a temporary easement, in which access to the property is required 
only during construction, generally for grading work or other improvements such as driveway 
reconstruction.  All rights and interests are then retained by the property owner. 
 
After completing the additional survey of the building, we were able to refine our proposed roadway cross 
section in this area in an attempt to maximize the distance between the building and shared-use path as well as 
minimize property impacts. Lane widths near this area were reduced from 12 feet to 11 feet and the shared-use 
path width was reduced from 10 feet to 8 feet. These modifications allow us to propose a retaining wall 2 feet 
behind our proposed shared-use path for grading purposes. The 2 foot buffer will provide a clear zone for 
pedestrians using the path as well as provide an opportunity for the City of Woodstock to incorporate aesthetic 
enhancements such as small bushes. A pedestrian railing is proposed on top of the proposed retaining wall to 
separate the shared-use path from the private patio. The proposed retaining wall will be 1 foot from the existing 
Hearthstone building patio. At its closest point, the Hearthstone building will be 8 feet from the back of the 
retaining wall.  A typical section detailing this preferred alternative is attached for your reference. 
 
The proposed improvement will require land acquisition from your property in the form of permanent 
acquisition (fee simple) and a temporary easement.  As noted in BLUE and YELLOW on the enclosed exhibit, a 
total of 0.05 acres of right-of-way and 0.01 acres of temporary easement is needed for improvements described 
above.  You will be compensated for any property acquired. 
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We appreciate your interest in the IL 47 study and look forward to your continued participation. Further project 
information can be found on the project website at www.IL47woodstockstudy.com. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project 
Manager, at (847) 705-4103. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
IL 47 Woodstock Study Team 

Hearthstone Exhibit.pdf 

Terry Egan Figure.pdf 
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Plant, Bill

From: Gabrisko, Darcie
Sent: Thursday, March 23, 2017 7:47 AM
To: John Stassen
Subject: RE: Counts on participation

Dear Mr. Stassen,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically you inquired about the attendance at
public outreach events.  Public involvement is an interactive process that provides information to the public so they may
make informed decisions and offer important input into the solutions that address the community’s concerns.  The
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) designated this study as a Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) project.  A
Stakeholder Involvement Plan (SIP) has been prepared for this project and has been used as a guide for defining
methods and tools to educate and engage all stakeholders in the decision-making process.  A copy of the SIP can be
found on the project website at the following URL: http://il47woodstockstudy.com/information_center/.  The SIP
identified stakeholders, the Project Study Group (PSG), the roles and responsibilities of the lead agency, participating
agencies and their responsibilities, Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) and its role and responsibilities, timing and type of
involvement activities including Public Meetings and other public outreach meetings such as the business owner
meetings.  This layered approach for public outreach events is intended to raise awareness and increase stakeholder
participation for the project. The purpose of the CAG is to provide input on various study elements including defining
needs, alternative development and evaluation criteria.  The CAG consists of a broad slice of stakeholders along the
corridor with expertise or technical interest in environmental, land use, transportation, and economic development that
are affected by the study.  Public meetings are held at key points during the project development phase to engage the
public.  The purpose of the public meetings is to solicit the preferences and opinions of the stakeholders. In addition to
the more formal events we encourage any stakeholder to visit the project website and ask questions or provide
comments at any time throughout the study.

As the project has progressed our stakeholder list has grown from 788 contacts in 2009 to 1,396 contacts today.  This
stakeholder list is used for public meeting invitations, newsletter distributions and other direct public contact.  CAG
membership has grown from 37 stakeholders at the initial CAG meeting held on January 21, 2010 to 79 stakeholders at
the latest CAG held on May 15, 2014 with an average attendance of 18 stakeholders for the 6 CAG meetings
held.  Attendance at the Public Meetings has also shown an increase as the project has progressed.  59 members of the
public attended Public Meeting #1 held on February 3, 2010.  Public Meeting #2 held on September 15, 2010 had 64
members of the public attend.  Lastly, 75 members of the public attended Public Meeting #3 on July 9, 2014.

The first business owner meeting was held on June 26, 2012 and was attended by 24 people.  Attendance increased to
66 people at the previous business owner meeting held on October 23, 2014.  Lastly, attendance almost doubled to 121
people at the latest series of business owner meetings held between December 2016 and February 2017.  The latest
business owner meetings were a series of 10 small group meetings conducted for business and property owners who are
located within the corridor, starting from the southern part of the study and moving north.  The intent was to review the
preliminary preferred alternative and to provide business and property owners an opportunity to provide feedback in a
smaller group setting.

We appreciate your interest in the Illinois Route 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation. For more
project information and updates, please visit the website at il47woodstockstudy.com.

As a stakeholder, your comments and opinions are important. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.
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Sincerely,

The Illinois Route 47 Study Team

From: John Stassen [mailto:JohnS@StassenInsurance.com]
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2017 2:53 PM
To: Gabrisko, Darcie <Darcie.Gabrisko@strand.com>
Subject: Counts on participation

Hello Darcie:

We would like to have a count of the approximate number of stakeholders that appeared at the first set of stakeholder
meetings, and the number for the most recent stakeholder meetings.  I believe there were 10 meetings each time.  We
would like to know the effect of ‘getting the word out’.  Did we really increase the public awareness?

Thank you for your assistance.

John E. Stassen, CIC, CRM
President
Stassen Insurance Agency, Inc. &
The Truck Insurance Store
815-338-2452
815-338-2453 fax

www.stasseninsurance.com
www.TheTruckInsuranceStore.com





 
 

 

July 10, 2017 

CS #1376 

Mary Peters 

milldreamer1@hotmail.com 

 

If there is any more information on route 47 expansion and have they finalize there studies and if or 

when will they notify if they will be buying any properties? 
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <noreply@wspis.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 9, 2017 12:18 PM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response

Dear Ms. Peters:

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock. Specifically you inquired about a project
update.  The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently performing a preliminary engineering
and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The purpose of this project is to
improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian accommodations along the corridor.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses to refine the
preferred alternative.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a Public Hearing anticipated
to be held in the fall of 2017. Project impacts are still being finalized and property owner letters will be sent out
prior to the Public Hearing.

Proposed highway improvements are typically processed in three distinct phases.  In Phase I (preliminary
engineering phase), proposed geometry, environmental concerns as well as right-of-way requirements are
defined.  During Phase II, contract plans are prepared and the necessary right-of-way is acquired.  Phase III
represents the actual construction of the improvement.  Phase II is currently funded and will begin upon
completion of the Phase I study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction and construction engineering is not
currently included in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2018-2023 Proposed Highway Improvement
Program.  However, funding for this project will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout
the region.  Once additional funding is identified, the land acquisition process is anticipated to take 18 to 24
months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24 months to complete.

Further project information can be found on the project website at il47woodstockstudy.com.  We appreciated
your interest in the IL 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please visit the project website or contact Mr. Corey
Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Very truly yours,

IL 47 Woodstock Study Team



8/30/2017 

CS #1382 

 

David Johnson 

djohanso@msn.com 

 

Has the Public Hearing for this project been scheduled yet? Initially it was scheduled for Spring 2017 

now it is Summer/fall 2017.  

 

Website could use an update as many dates are referenced incorrectly. 

 

mailto:djohanso@msn.com
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <noreply@wspis.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 10, 2017 2:24 PM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response

Dear Mr. Johnson,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically you inquired about the
Public Hearing. The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently performing a preliminary
engineering and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The purpose of this
project is to improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian accommodations along
the corridor.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses to refine the
preferred alternative.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a Public Hearing anticipated
to be held in early 2018. The project website is typically updated in conjunction with major project milestones
which would be near the Public Hearing, however we are in the process of updating the website due to the delay
in the anticipating hearing date.

Proposed highway improvements are typically processed in three distinct phases.  In Phase I (preliminary
engineering phase), proposed geometry, environmental concerns as well as right-of-way requirements are
defined.  During Phase II, contract plans are prepared and the necessary right-of-way is acquired.  Phase III
represents the actual construction of the improvement.  Phase II, contract plan preparation, is currently funded
and will begin upon completion of the Phase I study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction and
construction engineering is not currently included in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2018-2023 Proposed
Highway Improvement Plan.  However, funding for this project will be considered among similar improvement
needs throughout the region. Once additional funding is identified, the land acquisition process is anticipated to
take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24 months to complete.

We appreciate your interest in the IL 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation. If you have
any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E.,
Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103 or Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov.

Very truly yours,

IL 47 Woodstock Study Team



08/15/2017 

CS #1384 

 

John Stassen 

JohnS@stasseninsurance.com 

 

I cannot find the recent plan changes on the website, can you point me in the right direction?  Also, 

there was supposed to be a hearing on the plan this past summer but I have not heard anything about it.  

Has it been pushed out to a later date? Is anything scheduled?  Is there an approximate date? Also, the 

email addresses I had for John Baldauf no longer work.  Has it been changed? Thank you, John Stassen 

mailto:JohnS@stasseninsurance.com
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <noreply@wspis.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 10, 2017 1:58 PM
To: info@il47woodstockstudy.com
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response

Dear Mr. Stassen,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically you inquired about the project
website, Public Hearing and project manager.  The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently
performing a preliminary engineering and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The
purpose of this project is to improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian
accommodations along the corridor.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses to refine the preferred
alternative.  The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a Public Hearing anticipated to be held in
early 2018.   The project website is typically updated in conjunction with major project milestones which would be
near the Public Hearing however we are in the process of updating the website due to the delay in the anticipating
hearing date.

Proposed highway improvements are typically processed in three distinct phases.  In Phase I (preliminary engineering
phase), proposed geometry, environmental concerns as well as right-of-way requirements are defined.  During Phase
II, contract plans are prepared and the necessary right-of-way is acquired.  Phase III represents the actual
construction of the improvement.  Phase II, contract plan preparation, is currently funded and will begin upon
completion of the Phase I study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction and construction engineering is not
currently included in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2018-2023 Proposed Highway Improvement Plan.  However,
funding for this project will be considered among similar improvement needs throughout the region.  Once additional
funding is identified, the land acquisition process is anticipated to take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction
is anticipated to take 24 months to complete.

We appreciate your interest in the IL 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project Manager, at
(847) 705-4103 or Corey.Smith@Illinois.gov.

Very truly yours,

IL 47 Woodstock Study Team



 
10/09/2017  
CS #1386 
 
 
Ruthie Harvey 
ruthieharvey56@gmail.com 

 

Hello!  

Can you tell me when the next public meeting will be held for this project? 

Thank you! 

mailto:ruthieharvey56@gmail.com
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Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <noreply@wspis.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 11, 2017 11:10 AM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response

Dear Ms. Harvey,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding IL 47 in the City of Woodstock.  Specifically, you inquired about the
Public Hearing.  The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is currently performing a preliminary
engineering and environmental (Phase I) study of IL 47 from US 14 to Charles Road.  The purpose of this
project is to improve capacity, operations, safety, access management, and pedestrian accommodations along
the corridor.

IDOT is currently in the process of finalizing additional engineering and environmental analyses to refine the
preferred alternative. The recommended preferred alternative will be presented at a Public Hearing anticipated
to be held in early 2018.   The project website is typically updated in conjunction with major project milestones
which would be near the Public Hearing. However, we are in the process of updating the website due to the
delay in the anticipated hearing date.

Proposed highway improvements are typically processed in three distinct phases.  In Phase I (preliminary
engineering phase), proposed geometry, environmental concerns as well as right-of-way requirements are
defined.  During Phase II, contract plans are prepared and the necessary right-of-way is acquired.  Phase III
represents the actual construction of the improvement.  Phase II, contract plan preparation, is currently funded
and will begin upon completion of the Phase I study.  Funding for land acquisition, construction and
construction engineering is not currently included in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2018-2023 Proposed
Highway Improvement Plan.  However, funding for this project will be considered among similar improvement
needs throughout the region. Once additional funding is identified, the land acquisition process is anticipated to
take 18 to 24 months to complete and construction is anticipated to take 24 months to complete.

We appreciate your interest in the IL 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project
Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Very truly yours,

IL 47 Woodstock Study Team



1

Leisa Niemotka

From: trisha0098@aol.com
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 7:32 AM
To: Leisa Niemotka
Subject: unsubscribe

Please take me off the list, thanks.  
 
Also, how can it be a "citizen's advisory group" when all your meetings are on a weekday at 1:00 pm? Most "citizens" are 
working at that time. 



1

Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <noreply@wspis.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 2:43 PM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response

Dear Ms. Doornbosch,

Thank you for your comment regarding the IL 47 study in the City of Woodstock. Specifically you requested to
be removed from the Community Advisory Group (CAG) list and the timing of the meetings. We regret that
you are unable to attend but the CAG is represented by numerous groups including municipal, county and civic
groups that are typically only available during the day and represent diverse interests.  We try our best to make
sure all interests are heard for this project and we will likely never find a time that works for everyone.  We do
have numerous outreach efforts such as public meetings which are held at night and the project website where
comments can be submitted at any time.  We would like to note that all of the CAG materials will be on the
website right after the CAG meeting for you to view and comment.

We appreciate your interest in the IL 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  Further
project information can be found on the project website at IL47WoodstockStudy.com.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Corey Smith, P.E., Project
Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

Very truly yours,

IL 47 Woodstock Study Team



1

Plant, Bill

From: Illinois Route 47 Project Team <noreply@wspis.com>
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 3:27 PM
To: Plant, Bill
Subject: IL-47 Phase I Study Question Response

Dear Ms. Buss:

Attached below, please find an exhibit showing the preliminary geometry of the Lake Avenue and McConnell
Road roundabouts and surrounding area.  Please note the geometry is subject to change.  Since this is an
undeveloped parcel any developments would need to be coordinated with Tom Gallenbach with our Bureau of
Traffic: Permits Section who can be reached at (847) 705-4130.

We appreciate your interest in the IL 47 Study and look forward to your continued participation.  Further
project information can be found on the project website at IL47WoodstockStudy.com.

Very truly yours,

IL 47 Woodstock Study Team

Lake and McConnell Exhibit_Optimized.pdf

Lake Avenue Exhibit_Optimized.pdf
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STRAND ASSOCIATES, INC.®
PHONE CONVERSATION RECORD

Project: IL 47 Job No.: 6346.014 Date: 11/1/2017 By: Bill Plant

Call to: Dan Volkers,
Manager
Call from:

Representing:
McHenry County
Farm Bureau

Time: 1:45 pm CC:

I called Dan Volkers from the McHenry County Farm Bureau to discuss the proposed improvements
and impacts associated with the IL 47 project. The project team completed the draft Environmental
Assessment (EA), which summarizes environmental impacts associated with the project. The preferred
alternative impacts some farmland located along IL 47 between Ware Road and Charles Road. One of
the comments received on the EA was to verify the McHenry County Farm Bureau does not have any
specific farmland preservation protection program or ordinances. Dan stated the McHenry County Farm
Bureau does not have any specific program or ordinances. He stated some individual property owners
have programs for deed easements but he is not aware of any within the project limits.

Dan asked what the project timeline is going forward. The project study team is targeting to complete
the EA in the next few months. After the EA is approved, the Public Hearing is held, which is the last
meeting with the public and serves to present the final preferred alternative and associated impacts to
the public, as well as receive feedback on the preferred alternative. After the Public Hearing, the Phase
I environmental study wraps up and Phase II design can begin. Phase II design will take approximately
2 years and is funded. Land acquisition occurs at the same time as Phase II design and is not currently
funded. Construction is also not currently funded. It is anticipated construction on IL 47 will not begin for
6-8 years.

Dan had no further questions. I told him that if he thinks of any questions later or has any additional
information that might be useful to the project team, to contact us.



STRAND ASSOCIATES, INC.®
PHONE CONVERSATION RECORD

Project: IL 47 Job No.: 6346.014 Date: 11/1/2017 By: Bill Plant

Call to: Dennis Sandquist,
Director of Planning and
Development
Call from:

Representing:
McHenry County

Time: 2:15 pm CC:

I called Dennis Sandquist from McHenry County to discuss the proposed improvements and impacts
associated with the IL 47 project. The project team completed the draft Environmental Assessment
(EA), which summarizes environmental impacts associated with the project. The preferred alternative
impacts some farmland located along IL 47 between Ware Road and Charles Road. One of the
comments received on the EA was to verify the McHenry County does not have any specific farmland
preservation protection program or ordinances. Dennis stated the land along IL 47 from Ware Road to
Charles Road is currently zoned for agricultural use and the County wants to preserve farmland as
much as possible. Dennis also stated that the County has a Farmland Preservation Commission but the
Commission has no funding at this time so no further coordination should be necessary.

The preferred alternative includes two lanes in each direction separated by a median. Roundabouts are
proposed at the intersections of Lake Avenue, McConnell Road, Judd Street, Ware Road, and Charles
Road. The roundabouts at Ware Road and Charles Road do require additional right-of-way when
compared to their traditional intersection alternatives but are being carried forward anyway due to their
improved traffic operations, ability to slow traffic entering the City, and public support. Dennis
understood the reasoning behind the proposed roundabouts at these intersections. The roundabouts at
Lake Avenue and McConnell Road allow for the existing railroad bridge between the intersections to
remain. A signalized intersection is proposed at St. Johns Road. All other intersections will be
controlled the same way as they are existing.

The preferred alternative also includes a 10-foot wide shared-use path from US 14 to Charles Road on
the east side of IL 47 and a 5-foot wide sidewalk from US 14 to Ware Road on the west side of IL 47. A
new pedestrian tunnel is proposed underneath the Union Pacific Railroad bridge east of the existing
roadway bridge between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road. Dennis was supportive of the pedestrian
accommodations.

Dennis asked what the project timeline is going forward. The project study team is targeting to complete
the EA in the next few months. After the EA is approved, the Public Hearing is held, which is the last
meeting with the public and serves to present the final preferred alternative and associated impacts to
the public, as well as receive feedback on the preferred alternative. After the Public Hearing, the Phase
I environmental study wraps up and Phase II design can begin. Phase II design will take approximately
2 years and is funded. Land acquisition occurs at the same time as Phase II design and is not currently
funded. Construction is also not currently funded. It is anticipated construction on IL 47 will not begin for
6-8 years.

Dennis had no further questions. I told him that if he thinks of any questions later or has any additional
information that might be useful to the project team, to contact us.
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