Romeoville | Bolingbrook | Plainfield

I-55

Interchanges

Potential I-55 Improvements at Airport Road/Lockport Street
and at IL 126/Essington Road
Public Meeting #3 Summary

Overview

The study area for potential interchange improvements extends along a six-mile section of I-55 from the
US Route 30 interchange to the Weber Road interchange. The study area includes portions of
Romeoville, Bolingbrook, Plainfield and unincorporated Will County. Under present conditions, the only
access within the study limits is a northbound entrance ramp and southbound exit ramp at IL Route 126.
The study has identified the need for improved access to I-55 and has evaluated numerous alternative
interchange locations. If an alternative interchange improvement is recommended, the interchange will
be designed assuming the Illinois Department of Transportation’s future plans for an eight-lane typical
roadway section on I-55.

Identification of Stakeholders

This project has been designated as one that will utilize the principals of Context Sensitive Solutions
(CSS) as part of a robust public involvement process. CSS is a collaborative approach to engaging as
many stakeholders as possible to develop a project that will best fit into its surroundings using a flexible
and creative approach in planning and design to provide cost effective solutions. A project stakeholder
is anyone that is affected by the project and has a stake in its outcome. Stakeholders are identified as
residents and owners of property within the study area, users of I-55, Weber Road, IL 126, Airport Road
and the surrounding roadway network, local businesses, elected officials and local agencies and the
general public. The stakeholders will provide feedback on the needs for, and concerns about, the
potential improvements along |-55. The project team will consider this information when making
planning and design decisions.

The identification of stakeholders was done through a combination of desktop searches and input from
local community leaders. Stakeholders were categorized by specific area of interest such as regional
planning, transit and transportation agencies, Chambers of Commerce, business/economic
development, civic and activist groups, county, municipal and elected officials, legislators, libraries,
media, school and park districts, property owners, public safety and utility agency providers. The initial
list contained approximately 386 stakeholders. The list grew to add interested parties that submitted
comment forms or emailed the project team or the project website.

Stakeholders will be continuously added to the stakeholder list throughout the project. All stakeholders
expressing interest in the project will continue to be added to the project mailing list and will be able to
participate in the process through various public outreach opportunities.
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Public Involvement Efforts

Display Ad

The following is the display ad notifying the public of the October 13, 2016 Public Meeting. The ad
includes a brief explanation of what the project is about and states there will be an opportunity to
comment on any potential improvements within the project study corridor.

The lllinois Department of Transportation cordially invites you to attend the public meeting
concerning the improvement of Interstate 55 (I-55) at Airport Road/Lockport Street and IL
126/Essington Road in the Villages of Romeoville, Bolingbrook and Plainfield in Will County.

The details of the meeting are as follows:

Date: Thursday, October 13, 2016
Time: 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.
Location: Bolingbrook Golf Club
2001 Rodeo Drive
Bolingbrook, IL 60490

Purpose of the meeting:

e To provide an update on the study process
e To present the interchange alternatives that remain under consideration
e To obtain public input

Exhibits will be on display and an audio-visual presentation will be shown continuously during
the meeting. Project team members will be present to discuss the project and answer
questions.

This meeting will be accessible to people with disabilities. Anyone needing special assistance
should contact Jessica Feliciano at (847)705-4087. Persons planning to attend who will need a sign
language interpreter or other similar accommodations should notify the Department’s TTY/TTD
number (800) 526-0844/or 711; TTY users (Spanish) (800) 501-0864/or 711; and Telebraille (877)
526-6670 at least five (5) days prior to the meeting.
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llinois Department of Transportation

All correspondence regarding this project should be sent to:

lllinois Department of Transportation
201 W. Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

Attn: Bureau of Programming
Jessica Feliciano, P.E.

or submitted through the project website: http://www.airportand126study.com/

The meeting was advertised in the September 22 and October 6, 2016 issues of the Romeoville Bugle,
Bolingbrook Bugle and the Enterprise, the local Plainfield paper.
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http://www.airportand126study.com/

Press Release
The press release announcing the Public Meeting was written and approved based on IDOT'’s
communications guidelines. The press release was sent to IDOT for distribution:

State of lllinois £ [in KT (M Tube

Bruce Rauner, Govemor

lllinois Department of Transportation
Randall . Blankenhorn, Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACTS:
Gianna Urgo 312.814 4693
Guy Tridgell 312.793 4199

Public Meeting in Will County for Proposed I-55 Improvements

WILL COUNTY - The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), 1n cooperation with the Villages
of Romeoville, Bolingbrook, and Plainfield, will host the third Public Meeting concerning the potential
improvement of Interstate 55 (I-33) at Atrport Road Lockport Street and at Illmois Route 126/Essington
Road

The project study team including the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the Villages of
Romeoville, Bolingbrook and Plainfield are conducting a Phase I Study for potenfial improvements along
1-55 at Airport Road Tockport Street and at Illinois Route 126/Essington Road.

The public meeting will be held in an open house format at the following time and location:

Thursday, October 13, 2016
4:00 P.NL-7-00 PWL
Bolingbrook Golf Club
2001 Rodeo Dr.
Bolingbrook, IL 60420

The purpose of the meeting will be to provide an update on the study process, discuss the alternative
evaluation process, present the remaining alternatives, and obtain stakeholder feedback Interested
persons may visit anytime between 4:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.ML  Attendees will have the opportunity to
watch an audio-visual presentation, review exhibits, comment on remaining alternatives, and meet with
IDOT and study team members on a one-on-one basis.

This meeting will be accessible to indrviduals with disabilifies. Anvone needing specific assistance
should contact Heidi Voirol, V3 Compamnes (630) 729-6177. Persons plannmg to attend who will need a
sign language interpreter or other similar accommodations should notify the TTY/TTD number (800)
526-0844/or 711; TTY users (Spanish) (800) 501-0864/ or 711; and for Telebraille dial (877) 526-6670 at
least five days prior to the meeting.

lllinois Department of Transportation
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Postcards
Postcards were sent to all of the stakeholders in Lists C & D inviting them to attend the Public Meeting.

You are invited ...

PUBLIC MEETING #3
OCTOBER 13, 2016

Romeoville | Bolingbrook | Plainfield

I-55

Interchanges 2 @
Rorieoville
b Y Study Limits
' 1
a! i
. Improved

|l L VRO e ress to 1
- ngbrook N1 ATNFIELD y 155 Being
1 ... Evaluated |
www.airportand126study.com :

PUBLIC MEETING #3

The Villages of Romeoville, Bolingbrook and Plainfield,
along with IDOT would like to invite you to the 3rd public
meeting for the Potential 1-55 Improvements at Airport
R()ad/Luckp()tt Street and at IL 126/ Essington Road study.

7325 Janes Avenue
Wsdridge, 11. 60517

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2016
4:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.

Bolingbrook Golf Club
2001 Rodeo Drive
Bolingbrook 60490

Your participation is valuable. The Public Meeting will be an
open house format, in which you may stop by any time.

All correspondence should be sent to:

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 W Center Court, Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
Attn: Bureau of Programming
Jessica Feliciano, P.E.

* This meeting will be accessible to handicapped individuals. Anyone
needing specific assistance should contact Heidi Voirol of V3
Companies at 630.729.6177. Persons planning to attend who will
need a sign language interpreter or other similar accommodations
should notify the TTY/TTD number (800) 526.0844/or 711; TTY
users (Spanish): (800) 501.0864/or 711; and for Telebraille dial
(877) 526.6670 at least five days prior to the meeting.

34 Party Announcements

In addition to display ads and sending a press release, an effective way to reach stakeholders is to
announce the public awareness meeting on various local websites. Meeting information was forwarded
to the Villages of Romeoville, Bolingbrook and Plainfield for inclusion on their website home page, board
meeting agendas, local newsletters, or to forward. Additional postcards were delivered to the three
communities for distribution.

Page 4 of 7

Public Meeting #3
Potential I-55 Improvements 10/28/2016



Roneoville | Bolingbrook

Brochure
A four page brochure was distributed at the meeting for all attendees.

Project PLANNING & PHASE I STUDY

STREET AND AT 11. 126 NGTON Roap
IDOT PROJECTS PROGRESS THROUGH 3 PHASES
Phase I: Transportation needs were defined, aiternatives Phase II: Detafled Contract Plans will be developed and land
evaluated, and a preferred plan wil be seiected and potential will be aequired
Right-ol-Way identified
Phase III: Construction will begin

WE ARE HERE

< | Bolingbrook | Plainfisld
PHASE 1 PHASE II PHASE I1I

Preliminary Contract Plan Construction reaat
Engineering & Preparation . ey
Environmental . 2 - w7 E - * Study Liimlts
= Land e L, E Improvéd
Acquisition = o - Access to

I-55 Being

P T S .y | Evaluated

“This improvement is not currently included in the Department's FY 2017-2022 Proposed Highway Improvement Program, However, this
i th

project vil be included in IDOT' priorities for future tion among similar roughaut the region.

THIRD PUBLIC MEETING

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2016
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM

BOLINGBROOK GOLF CLUB
——— SIS 2001 RODEO DRIVE
STAY INVOLVED | BOLINGBROOK, IL 60490

o 22201 WE INVITE YOU TO SUBMIT COMMENTS AT WWW.AIRPORTAND126STUDY.COM
THIS PUBLIC MEETING OR BY MAIL TO:
V3 Companies s
Attn: Dave Heslinga, P.E. WELCOME!
PUBLIC MEETIHG ot 2 m::"’:;:"'ﬂ‘":o‘;:“s;s o The purpose of this meeting is the following:
Phone: 630.724.9200 | » Provide an update on the study process
Comments can be eamiled to: r

PUBLIC MEETING

COMMENTS ARE WELCOME AT ANY TIME,
BUT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE PUBLIC
RECORD OF THIS MEETING, COMMENTS
MUST BE RECEIVED BY OCTOBER 27, 2016 |

S il

30 ALTERNATIVES s e e INTERCHANGE CONCEPTS INTERCHANGE CONCEPTS AT
HirReiony procaes Mninse 1 wind 26 e Scmeniiiy AT IL126 TO PROVIDE NEW AIRPORT ROAD/LOCKPORT
process have already been performed, SOUTHBOUND ON AND STREET TO PROVIDE FULL

\ NORTHBOUND OFF RAMPS ACCESS INTERCHANGE
» Lake Renwick East Land and Water Reserve Round 1 considered environmental and/or
engineering obstacles. The Lake Renwick East S
ROUND 1 ) Land and Water Reserve abuts the west side of the b
SCREENING g 1-55 right of way south of the Plainfield Township o
= ;ﬁmﬁ and is aﬁurd‘edma;dm;nal protections un]?hu' =
e Illinois Natural s Preservation Act. The

17 ALTERNATIVES Act was intended to promote preservation of high
quality natural areas that are to be maintained

‘ ' in their natural condition without impairment,

- - disturbance or artificial development. Alternatives
= Waters of the US/ » Section 4(f) Properties ) that impacted the Land and Water Reserve were
Wetlands * Residential eliminated from further consideration.
= Bisection of Waters of D Agee T i = 5 S | s
the Us/Wetlands = Business Displacements Round 2 considered environmental and land Alternative 16 - Full Access Interchange Alternative 5 - Single Point Urban Interchange
use effects of alternatives, Under this criterion, (SPUI)

alternatives were screened to avaid or minimize impacts
to wetlands and Waters of the US, awoid bisecting
wetland areas, minimize impacts to publicly owned parks
5 ALTERNATIVES and recreational areas (Section 4(f) properties) and

minimize residential and business displacements. The

‘ ' second round of screening eliminated 12 alternatives.

= - - Round 3: Five interchange alternatives
+ Natural Environment  + Estimated remain under consideration after the two
+ Human Environment Construction Cost rounds of screening. Two alternatives are located at
+ Total Right of Way to  « Traffic Operations Adrpart Road/Lockport Street and three alternatives are
be Acquired located at IL 126 as depicted in this brochure. Concept
plans for the five altematives are available for viewing at
this public meeting and are available to be downloaded
from the project website,

Alternative 30 - Dog Bone Interchange

Context Sensitive Solutions
IDOT defines Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) as follows:

NEXT STEPS
= Accept Input from Public Meeting
« Complete Round 3 Screening
Prepare Design Reports and
Environmental Assessment

€S8 is an interdisciplinary approach that seeks effective, multi-modal transportation solutions by werking with
stakeholders to develop, build, and maintain cost-effective transportation facilities that fit into and reflect
the project’s surroundings - it's “context”. Through sarly, frequent, and meaningful communication with
stakeholders, and a Nlexible and creative approach ko design, the resulting projects should improve safety and
mobility for the traveling public, while seeking to preserve and enhance the scenic, economic, historic, and
natural qulities of the sextings through which they pass.

A key goal of S5 is to build a general understanding of agreement among the stakeholders, A "stakeholder” + CAG #6 - Early 2017
Is any persan or organization which has a direct stake in the project being considered. 1DOT defines a general Vit et
Undesstanding of agreament as follaws: = Public Hearing - Summer 2017

When a majority of the stakeholders agree on a particular issue, whil the remainder of stakehokders agres ts Alternative 29 - Fly Over Interchange + Design Approval - Late 2017
in put has been heard and duly considered and the process as a whole was fair.
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Public Meeting #3 Summary

The third public meeting for the Potential I-55 Improvements Phase | Study was held on
Thursday, October 13, 2016 at the Bolingbrook Golf Club, 2001 Rodeo Drive in Bolingbrook,
from 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 PM. The meeting was conducted in an open house format with a
continuous PowerPoint presentation, exhibit boards for review and five roll plots of the
remaining alternatives overlaid on an aerial. Meeting attendees were encouraged to view the
current 5 alternatives that had been designated to be carried forward and to provide their
feedback. 47 people signed in at the meeting.

The following public officials signed-in at the meeting:
Illinois House of Representatives

e Mark Batinick, 97t District
Village of Plainfield

e Brian Murphy, Village Administrator

e Randall Jessen, Superintendent of Public Improvements

e Allen Persons, Director of Public Works
Plainfield Township Highway Department

e Ken Marland, Highway Commissioner
Will County Board

e Beth Rice, District 3

e Gretchen Fitz, District 5

e Mark Ferry, District 13

Additional agencies/organizations represented included:
Village of Bolingbrook
e Tom Pawlowicz, Village Engineer
e Lucas Rickelman, Director of Public Services and Development
Bolingbrook Fire
e Trinedad Garza, Deputy Chief/Operations
City of Joliet
e Russ Lubash, Traffic Engineer
Village of Romeoville
e Nathan Darga, Senior Planner
Will County Highway Department
e Christina Kupkowski, Project Engineer
Lakelands Community Homeowners’ Association
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The following Media were represented:
Farmer’s Weekly

e Pat Schafer

The public comment period after the meeting was open until October 27, 2016. A total of 3
comment forms were submitted at the meeting. Another 5 comments from 4 individuals were

emailed in to the website or project email address. Comments covered a variety of topics
including the following:

e Support for alternatives at both locations
e Request to consider traffic volumes on Helen Drive

e Opposition expressed for possible interchange improvements at either Airport Road or
IL 126/Essington
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