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Overview		
The public information meeting was held on Wednesday May 7, 2014 at Saint Mary 
Catholic Church in Byron, Illinois from 1:00 to 6:00 PM.  The meeting was conducted in 
an open house format with separate stations including a Welcome/Registration Table, 
Exhibit Area, Existing Conditions Aerial, Rolling Voiceover Presentation and Comment 
Station.  General photos of the event are shown in Figure 1, Public Meeting Photos.  
Each station had displays for the public to review with an opportunity to provide 
comments, suggestions, issues and concerns regarding IL 2 from IL 72 (Byron) to Beltline 
Road (Rockford). 

The intent of the meeting was to inform the public that a study of the IL 2 corridor from IL 
72 in Byron to Beltline Rd. south of Rockford was being initiated and would be done 
utilizing IDOT’s Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) process.  In addition, a goal of the 
meeting was to inform stakeholders of the opportunity to serve as a Community 
Advisory Group (CAG) member.   

It should be noted that the meeting was not intended to present proposed 
improvements for the corridor to the public.  The study is in the beginning stages, and 
proposed improvements have not yet been identified.  For this reason, the exhibit 
boards displayed existing conditions only.  One provided aerial plan view of the 
corridor, and another provided cross sections of the existing roadway.  Also available 
was a location map displaying the project limits.   

Handouts included a newsletter describing the project and the study process.  It 
contained a Comment Form for stakeholders to complete and submit either at the 
meeting or by mail.   

Invitations		
Formal invitations were sent out to federal, state, regional, and local agencies.  Non-
governmental agencies, businesses, residents, tenants, and landlords received a 
project notice.  See Figure 2, Meeting Invitations.  

Advertising		
In order to advertise for the meeting and meet the State requirements, a paid ad was 
placed in two different papers on two different days.   See Figure 3, Meeting Ad.  

Media Outlet Date of Publication  
Rockford Register Star April 17, 2014 & May 1, 2014 
The Tempo   April 17, 2014 & May 1, 2014 
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Meeting	Materials	
Exhibits and displays provided at the meeting are shown in Figure 4, Meeting Materials. 

Exhibits  
 Location Map  Context Sensitive Solutions 
 Crash Severity  Stakeholder Involvement 
 Crash Types  Community Advisory Group 
 Existing Typical Section  Public Comment 
 Project Development  Phase I Schedule 

 
Audio/Visual 
 Power Point Presentation 
 
Display Map   

 Project Corridor on Aerial – 1 inch = 300 feet  
 
Handouts   

 Project Brochure   Comment Form 
 CAG Application Form  

Public	Attendance		
The hearing was attended by 112 people. Attendees expressed support and the need 
for improvements along the corridor.  Representatives from the following agencies, 
organizations, and elected officials were in attendance. See Figure 5, Sign-In Sheets. 

Represented Agency/Organization/Elected Official Name 
Ogle County Highway Department Curtis Cook 
Winnebago County Highway Department  Frank Hodina 
Winnebago County Highway Department  David Lutyens 
Byron Township Stuart Typon 
City of Byron Jeff Ludwig 
Ogle County E911 Sandy Beitel 
Ron Gibson Byron Township 
City of Byron Jason Stoll 

Media	Attendance		
The following media were present: 

 WREX 
 WIFR 
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Study	Team	Attendance		
Organization Name Title 

IDOT 

Kevin Henson Sr. Squad Technician 
Matt Farmer Project Engineer 
Masood Ahmad Studies and Plans Engineer  
Chad Spreeman Studies and Plans Squad Engineer 
Jon McCormick Geometrics Engineer 

Jon Estrem Condemnation & Acquisitions 
Services Engineer 

Mark Nardini District 2 Environmental Unit 

HDR  Jennifer Mitchell Sr. Project Manager 
Mike Marchyshyn Transportation Planner 

Comments	
One of the Public Information Handouts was a Comment Form.  The Study Team 
collected 14 Comment Forms from the public for inclusion into the public record. The 
public comment period remained open until May 21, 2014 with the use of multiple 
comment opportunities, including direct mail by letter or use of Comment Form and 
Email.  Below is a summary of all comments received.  See Figure 6, Comment Forms.  

 The improvement of IL 2 from Oregon to Byron is very nice.  Please mimic that 
improvement. 

 Safety is of utmost concern. 
 Residents would like to know how the roadway would be constructed.  Will it be 

a detour or staged? 
 Lack of maintenance of the road leads to the safety issues. 
 Maintain the scenic and rural atmosphere of IL 2. 
 The improvement of IL 2 from Oregon to Bryon has disrupted the scenic beauty 

of the area. 
 Do not disrupt the residential properties along IL 2. 
 This is a needed improvement. 
 The IL 2 corridor has a lot of natural resources (effigy mounds, eagles, forested 

lands).  The resources need to be protected. 
 The roadway improvement needs to provide for emergency and public safety 

vehicle services. 
 Consideration should be given to upgrading utilities (internet) while improving 

the roadway. 
 Bike facilities are needed. 
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Figure	1,	Public	Meeting	Photos		
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Figure	2,	Meeting	Invitations		
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hensonke
Sticky Note
Mailing list is not legible when printed out. This maybe needs to be converted into the same type of format as the mailing labels. let me know what you think but I will need them to be legible when printed.
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Sticky Note
Instead of including all 25 letters, should we include one as an example and include the mailing list as a second page? This would save 23 sheets.
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Sticky Note
Sign-in sheets are not legible when printed out. Can we go back to the rotated view and only one per sheet?
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