






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































http://wireless.fcc.gov/antenna/index.htm?job=home

























































































































































































































































































































































































































HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric S Schmitt, County Engineer

Jerry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 S Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, 1L 61705
(309) 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-8038

McLean County

October 02, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Public Comments —~ Public Information Meeting 5

Thank you for your interest in the East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental Assessment (EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process to date at the Public Information Meeting held on June 19, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim.

I am very upset with the thought of a highway by-pass beina established on Ziebarth Rd. | live at

. The side of my house--not the
edge of my yard--is a mere 70 feet from the current edge of a well-
traveled road will not only be extremely annoying because of noise and traffic, but will totally
destroy the value of my home.

Please reconsider!

Response:

Improvements to east-west roadways that are needed due to construction of the ESH will be included as part of
the ESH project. The operations of these major east-west roads will be studied when the ESH Preferred
Alternative undergoes detailed traffic modeling. East-west roadway improvements needed due to the ESH will be
identified in the EA, and recommended for construction prior to or during construction of the ESH,

A detailed traffic noise assessment will be completed for the Preferred Alternative. The assessment will identify
noise receptors for alf noise-sensitive land uses (residences, parks, schools, etc., as defined by the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) traffic noise regulation) where there is a potential for noise impacts. Typically,
noise impacts occur within 500 feet of the edge of the roadway; due to public comments received for this project,
some areas farther than 500 feet from the roadway edge will be studied for the ESH. Traffic noise modeling will
be completed in the Traffic Noise Model (TNM) version 2.5, the only traffic noise model approved by FHWA. The
traffic models developed will be field-verified with current traffic noise levels taken throughout the ESH area, as
well as traffic volumes collected in those locations during the noise data collection. The assessment will identify
existing and future year no-build traffic noise levels and calculate the change in these levels associated with the
proposed alternatives. The traffic noise analysis will be conducted following Federal and State traffic noise

regulations and policies.






HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric S Schmitt, County Engineer

Jerry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 S Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, IL 61705
(309} 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-8038

MclLean County

October 02, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Public Comments - Public Information Meeting 5

Thank you for your interest in the East Side HWighway (ESH) Environmental Assessment (EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process to date at the Public Information Meeting held on June 19, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim.

Prefer 127
I want to save money and not build an unneeded bike path.

Response:

Thank you for your comment on the remaining aiternatives and your recommendation of a Preferred Alternative.
Your preference for Alternative 127 has been noted,

As part of the development process, the Federal government and the State of lllinois require that all modes of
travel be considered. The illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) encourages that muitiple modes of
transportation, including muiti-use bicycle and pedestrian paths, are considered when planning new roadways.
Existing and planned bicycle accommodations were inventoried. The proposed multi-use path and ESH
crossings are compatible with and complement the existing trafl system and will support the planned future land
uses in the ESH area. The multi-use path was developed with input from the Alternative Modes Focus Working

Group (FWG), composed of local citizens.

The public comments, along with the resource impacts, will be considered when selecting a recommended
Preferred Alterative. IDOT, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and McLean County are responsible
for making the final recommendation on the Preferred Alternative. A summary of the public comments and the
recommended Preferred Alternative will be presented to Federal and State resource agencies in November 2013.
At the meeting, the project team will seek concurrence from each agency representative on the recommended
Preferred Alternative. The project team will notify the public via the project website {www.eastsidehighway.com)
after the November meeting to provide an update on the status of the Preferred Alternative. The Preferred
Alternative will be presented to the public at a Public Hearing to be tentatively held in the second guarter of 2014.

For more information including project updates, visit the project website at http://www.eastsidehighway.com

Sincerely,

£y

Eric S. Schmitt, PE
Mclean County Engineer



HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric S Schmitt, County Engineer

Jerry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 S Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, IL 61705
(309) 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-8038

Mcl.ean County

Qctober 3, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Public Comments ~ Public Information Meeting 5

Thank you for your interest in the East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental Assessment (EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process to date at the Public information Meeting held on June 19, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim,

FPreferred Alternative: #127
To whom it may concern:

We, prefer Alternative 127, although we do not submit this preference
willingly as we oppose the East Side Highway proposal in its entirety. This highway proposal is
apparently based purely on 2035 growth projection, which some could liken to Mayan Calendar.
Although we're dealing with future impact, no one has outlined any tangible benefits to the
Bloomington-Normal area. We're talking about an area that struggles to maintain its existing
infrastructure.

We are one of the original homeowners in the Eagle View subdivision. We refocated from
California for employment reasons and moved into our home located July
of 2005. During our numerous discussions with our builder and realtor, there was never any
mention of an east side highway. Most of the conversations centered around living on the east
side, in a new and coveted subdivision with plans for a residential park, and within the Unit 5
School District boundaries.

We find it ironic coming from one cashed strapped state to another, that lfiinois and Bloomington-
Normal would even entertain the thought of such a costly and disruptive project. We question the
population projections based on our now eight (8} years of living in the Bloomington-Normal area
and also question any insurance industry growth projections based on our combined thirty-five
(35) plus years of employment experience, including consolidation and relocation, with a major
insurance company.









HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric 8§ Schmitt, County Engineer

Jerry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 § Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, IL. 61705
(309) 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-3038

McLean County

October 3, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Public Comments ~ Public Information Meeting 5

Thank you for your interest in the East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental Assessment (EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process to date at the Public Information Meeting held on June 19, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim.

Neither is needed — State can't pay for it so can’t afford it

Response;

According to the U.S. Census Bureau 2012 data, both Bloomington and Normat are in the top five fastest growing
cities in lllinois. The population and employment forecasts for the ESH have been adjusted with the most recent
data avallable (2013). The independent forecasts are obtained from national and state agencies {Woods & Poole
Economics, IHS Global Insight, and the illinois Department of Employment Security) that have no stake in the
ESH project. Based on the revised forecasts, there is a continued need to plan for the ESH project. independent
of the ESH project, population and traffic are predicted to increase within the study area. The transportation
agencies have a responsibility to plan for infrastructure improvements to accommodate forecasted growth.
Without such a plan, the result will be congestion and the negative impacts that it brings.

The existing roadway network currently does meet existing traffic needs; however, traffic is expected to increase
in the project area with or without an ESH due to a projected increase in population and employment, and
because the 2035 Land Use Plan for the region anticipates continued urban growth, including on the east side.
The existing roadway network will not be able to accommodate the projected increase in traffic. The ESH is being
designed to alleviate traffic congestion in the study area forecasted for Year 2035. The increase in future traffic
within the study area due to population and employment gains has been modeled, and a valid, realistic traffic
projection for the year 2035 has been made. Evaluations were not based directly on numerical traffic volume, but
on the volume to capacity ratio (v/c), which is a measure of a roadway's ability to carry a particular volume of
vehicles. Projections were made for several Build options and a No Build option. The analysis showed that
network wide congestion relief is projected with the ESH Build options, but congestion would not be refieved with
the No Build option. It is prudent fo identify the best location for an ESH before the development, and
subsequent traffic increase, occurs. Waiting for the forecasted development to occur and then determining a best
location for the ESH wouid result in greater impacts to homes and businesses,






HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric 8 Schmitt, County Engineer

Jerry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 8 Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, IL 61705
{309) 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-8038

McLean County

October 3, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Public Comments — Public Information Meeting 5

Thank you for your interest in the East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental Assessment (EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process to date at the Public information Meeting held on June 19, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim.

I prefer the No Build option. We just purchased a lot in Harvest Pointe subdivision

This purchase was min February & signed a contract to build a home 2 weeks
before we found out about the East Side Highway project. If we knew about ESH, we would not
have bought our future home there. We have moved 3 times and this house is to be our home
until retirement. We also bought this house to start a family. This was the ideal spot to raise a
family. Now we have been hit with this ESH proposal and are lost for words. This would crush our
dream home. This would displace us and would effect the value and future sale of our home if not
demolished.

Towanda Barnes is already used by many as a shortcut on the east side of town, Why not save
billions of money our state doesn’t have in the first place and use roads we already have. Does
building a highway to reduce time for travelers on 74 to 55 north by about 5-10 minutes. Really
worth effecting several families and businesses? If this £SH is approved for build our lives our
ruined as you are taking away our home, our hard earned money and time, and the chance for
our kids fo grow up on a quiet, non-commercialized area that my family visioned to call home for
the next 30 years. So the “No Build” is my choice. Alternatives 126 and 127 are unnecessary for
this town and a waste of state money that can go on something else more important.

Response:

Your preference for the No Build Alternative has been noted. The public comments, along with the resource
impacts, will be considered when selecting a recommended Preferred Alternative. The {llinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and McLean County are responsible for
making the final recommendation on the Preferred Alternative. The No Build Alternative can be selected as the
Preferred Aiternative if it is found that Alternative 126 and Alternative 127 have significant environmental impacts
that outweigh the No Build Alternative's inability to meet the Purpose and Need. A summary of the public






HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric 8§ Schmitt, County Engineer

Jerry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 S Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, IL. 61705
(309) 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-8038

MclLean County

Qctober 3, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Public Comments — Public Information Meeting 5

Thank you for your interest in the East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental Assessment (EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process o date at the Public Information Meeting held on June 18, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim.

I prefer the No Build option. We just purchased a lot in Harvest Pointe subdivision

This purchase was min February & signed a contract fo build a home 2 weeks
before we found out about the East Side Highway project. If we knew about ESH, we would not
have bought our future home there, We have moved 3 times and this house is to be our home
until retirement. We also bought this house to start a family. This was the ideal spot fo raise a
famify. Now we have been hit with this ESH proposal and are lost for words. This would crush our
dream home. This would displace us and would effect the value and future sale of our home if not
demolished.

Towanda Barnes is already used by many as a shortcut on the east side of fown. Why not save
billions of money our state doesn't have in the first place and use roads we already have. Does
building a highway to reduce time for travelers on 74 to 55 north by about 5-10 minutes. Really
worth effecting several families and businesses? If this ESH is approved for build our lives our
ruined as you are taking away our home, our hard earned money and time, and the chance for
our Kids to grow up on a quiet, non-commercialized area that my family visioned fo cail home for
the next 30 years. So the “No Build” is my choice. Alternatives 126 and 127 are unnecessary for
this town and a waste of state money that can go on something else more important.

Response:

Your preference for the No Build Alternative has been noted. The public comments, along with the resource
impacts, will be considered when selecting a recommended Preferred Alternative, The lllinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and McLean County are responsible for
making the final recommendation on the Preferred Alternative. The No Build Alternative can be selected as the
Preferred Alternative if it is found that Alternative 126 and Alternative 127 have significant environmental impacts
that outweigh the No Build Alternative's inability to meet the Purpose and Need. A summary of the public






HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric § Schmitt, County Engineer

Jerry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 S Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, IL 61705
(309) 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-8038

Mclean County

October 03, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Public Comments ~ Public Information Meeting §

Thank you for your interest in the East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental Assessment (EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process to date at the Pubiic Information Meeting held on June 19, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim.

To Whom it May Concern:

I would like to express my opposition to the Eastside Highway project in Bloomington, IL. As a taxpayer
and as a resident of one of the affected neighborhoods in the project, | strongly oppose it. My
preferences in terms of option to pursue are in the folfowing order:

1. No Build option (strong preference)
2. Option 127
3. Option 126

First, 1 live in the Harvest Pointe subdivision which will be affected by either build option. Our family
moved into Harvest Pointe in October of 2012 when the neighborhood was just really starting to develop.
In just those last 8-9 months the growth of the Harvest Pointe neighborhood has been fremendous. There
are at least nine additional homes on our street that have been built or are currently in the process since
Jjust that time. This doesn't include homes that have been built or are being buift on the other street.
Nearly all of our neighbors selected Harvest Pointe for building for similar reasons... that the development
was quiet, yet close to town, still had somewhat of a rural feel but still good access, efc. If the ESH project
goes forth, this will all change.

If option 126 is pursued, the exit will go directly through our neighborhood, eliminating brand-new
residences. All property values will decrease just when they have started to rebound since the economic
downturn in 2008. If that happens, future growth in the development will also probably come fo an
immediate halt. No one will want to purchase or build a home in a neighborhood with a planned freeway
exit going right through it. Although Option 127 is not preferred over not building at all, it is a better option
than 126 given that there will at least be a small distance from the neighborhood.









HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric S Schmitt, County Engineer

Jerry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 S Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, IL 61705
(309) 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-8038

MclLean County

October 3, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Pubiic Comments — Public Information Meeting 5

Thank you for your interest in the East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental Assessment (EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process to date at the Public information Meeting held on June 18, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim.

Good afternoon

As a resident of the Harvest Pointe subdivision in Bloomington, | would like to voice my strong
displeasure for the proposed East Side Highway project, both options 126 and 127. | find option
126 particularly egregious because that would involve the highway running through our
neighborhood and the displacement of several new homes and families. In addition, the financial
impact to the residents of our neighborhood would be extremely impactful. My family’s livelihood,
in addition to the livelihood of several other families would be severely affected by this decision
due to severe reduction in property values. | refuse fo believe that any minimal positives gained
by an Eastside Highway would offset the damage done to these families.

! also strongly question any benefits associated to this new highway. After reviewing the
documents provided and speaking with several neighbors, we have been pondering the same
question. Is a highway truly needed when Towanda Barnes Road already provides a sufficient
means of travel on the east side of town?

I cannot stress enough my overall displeasure with how this proposal and subsequent meetings
have been handled. There are now discussions of new buyers in our neighborhood potentially
voiding their purchase agreements because of the mere proposal of the terrible option 126. In
doing so, | would argue that some potential damage to our property values has already been
done. That is extremely disheartening when considering the cost of these homes, financial loss fo
families, the pride in our neighborhood, and the fact that we are still in a rebounding economy.
Bloomington is already not very family friendly from a cost perspective due to large sales and
property taxes, and the handling of this situation has only exacerbated the financial sirain on
families in this community.









HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric 8 Schmitt, County Engineer

Jerry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 5 Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, IL 61705
(309) 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-8038

MclLean County

October 3, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Public Comments - Public Information Meeting 5

Thank you for your interest in the East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental Assessment (EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process to date at the Public Information Meeting held on June 19, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim.

We are screwed no matter what alternative you use. We stilf vote for no freeway. We do not need
it now or in the future. We do not expect the growth to be as it predicted. We have lived in our
home for almost 50 years and would like to stay here for another 30 years or more if God so
desires.

Response:

Your preference for the No Build Alternative has been noted. The public comments, along with the resource
impacts, will be considered when selecting a recommended Preferred Alternative. The Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and McLean County are responsible for
making the final recommendation on the Preferred Alternative. The No Build Alternative can be selected as the
Preferred Alternative if it is found that Alternative 126 and Alternative 127 have significant environmental impacts
that outweigh the No Build Alternative’s inability to meet the Purpose and Need. A summary of the public
comments and the recommended Preferred Alternative will be presented to Federal and State resource agencies
in November 2013. At the meeting, the project team will seek concurrence from each agency representative on
the recommended Preferred Alternative. The project team will notify the public via the project website
(www.eastsidehighway.com) after the November meeting to provide an update on the status of the Preferred
Alternative. The Preferred Alternative will be presented to the public at a Public Hearing to be tentatively held in
the second quarter of 2014.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau 2012 data, both Bloomington and Normal are in the top five fastest growing
cities in lllinois. The popuiation and employment forecasts for the ESH have been adjusted with the most recent
data available (2013). The independent forecasts are obtained from national and state agencies (Woods & Poole
Economics, IHS Global insight, and the lllinois Department of Employment Security) that have no stake in the
ESH project. Based on the revised forecasts, there is a continued need to plan for the ESH project. Independent
of the ESH project, population and traffic are predicted to increase within the study area.






HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric S Schmitt, County Engineer

ferry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 S Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, IL. 61705
(309) 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-8038

Mclean County

October 3, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Public Comments - Public Information Meeting 5

Thank you for your interest in the East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental Assessment (EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process to date at the Public Information Meeting held on June 19, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim.

As my wife said in her comment we are screwed no matter what alternative you use. We feel this
freeway is not needed now or in the future. We have fived here for almost 50 years and would like
to live here another 30 or more years if our Lord and Savior so desires. We are praying that the
money will not be provided for this project,

Response:

Your preference for the No Build Alternative has been noted. The public comments, along with the resource
impacts, will be considered when selecting a recommended Preferred Alternative. The Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and Mclean County are responsible for
making the final recommendation on the Preferred Alternative. The No Build Alternative can be selected as the
Preferred Alternative if it is found that Alternative 126 and Alternative 127 have significant environmental impacts
that outweigh the No Build Alternative’s inability to meet the Purpose and Need. A summary of the public
comments and the recommended Preferred Alternative will be presented to Federal and State resource agencies
in November 2013. At the meeting, the project team will seek concurrence from each agency representative on
the recommended Preferred Alternative. The project team will notify the public via the project website
{(www.eastsidehighway.com) after the November meeting to provide an update on the status of the Preferred
Alternative. The Preferred Alternative will be presented to the public at a Public Hearing to be tentatively held in
the second quarter of 2014.

The transportation agencies have a responsibility to plan for orderly improvement of infrastructure to
accommodate forecasted growth. Without such a plan, the resuit will be congestion and the negative impacts that
it brings. The ESH is being planned to accommodate Year 2035 traffic. It is important to plan for the future so that
when the need occurs, there is a transportation system in place that can accommodate the growth. If growth does
not occur as anticipated, the ESH schedule can be modified or terminated. At this time, there are no funds for
construction; therefore, a construction date has not been planned.






BIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric S Schmitt, County Engineer

Jerry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 8 Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, I, 61705
(309) 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-8038

McLean County

QOctober 3, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Public Comments — Public Information Meeting 5

Thank you for your interest in the East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental Assessment (EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process to date at the Public Information Meeting held on June 18, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim.

If this eastside highway project must be done, then we vote for Alternative 127. If displaces &
fewer Residential 7 fewer Business displacements, 4 fewer Farm Residences, and 12 fewer
Farm Qutbuildings. That means 28 fewer buildings destroyed and fewer people being stressed
with finding a new place to live. Alfernative 127 also has the advantage of affecting 28 fewer utility
infrastructures. It also affects fewer wetland acres. Fewer obstacles overall, | would assume,
means a faster build, which could help with cost.

The worst thing we see about this project is the amount of Landlocked Parcels for either 126 or
127. We urge you to come up with some creative way to allow access to reduce the number
those, which could make this project more palatable to the owners of those parcels.

We are not big on publicity, so, we ask for confidentiality where possible.

Response:

Thank you for your comment on the remaining alternatives and your recommendation of a Preferred Alternative,
Your preference for Alternative 127 has been noted.

Landlocked agricultural parcels have been identified and reported in the alternatives analysis for the ESH. A
Focus Working Group (FWG) consisting of farmers and agricultural representatives was formed to address issues
of land use and access management. At the FWG meetings, input was sought on ways to address farm vehicle
access and as a result, farm access roads are being proposed as part of the ESH to aliow access {o all nearby
farm parcels.

The public comments, along with the resource impacts, will be considered when selecting a recommended
Preferred Alternative. The lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), the Federal Highway Administration






HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric S Schmitt, County Engineer

Jerry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 8 Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, IL. 61705
(309) 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-8038

MclLean County

QOctober 3, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Public Comments - Public Information Meeting 5

Thank you for your interest in the East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental Assessment (EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process to date at the Public Information Meeting held on June 19, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim.

I don’t want any interstate and each choice is poor. However, alternative 126 would be my
preferred choice since it is less impactful to the grove at Kickapoo Creek subdivision, its
residents, and the Benjamin School. School children and residents should be as far away from
fraffic, pollution, noise, and 18 wheel vehicles. Also, need to go as far from the Creek due to

environmental reasons.
Vote for alternative 126

This will be a highway to nowhere. It is not needed and will be a waste of money. The noise level
and poflution will ruin the qualily of life for the grove at Kickapoo Creek subdivision, as well as
Benjamin Elementary. This is too Close to the subdivision and school. Horrible fo do this to the
largest planned subdivision planned in the Bloomington/Normal area and the largest school. If
this is build, no one will move the East side and 2035 projections will be moot. They will go the
west side of Blgomington instead.

Response:

Thank you for your comment on the remaining alternatives and your recommendation of a Preferred Alternative,
Your preference for the No Build Alternative has been noted. Your preference for Alternative 126 over Alternative
127 has also been noted. The public comments, along with the rescurce impacts, will be considered when
selecting a recommended Preferred Alternative. The lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA), and McLean County are responsible for making the final recommendation on
the Preferred Alternative. The No Build Alternative can be selected as the Preferred Alternative if it is found that
Alternative 126 and Alternative 127 have significant environmental impacts that outweigh the No Build









HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Eric S Schmitt, County Engineer

Jerry Stokes, Assistant County Engineer

102 5§ Towanda Barnes Road, Bloomington, IL 61705
(309) 663-9445 FAX (309) 662-8038

McLean County

October 3, 2013

Project: East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Re: Disposition of Public Comments - Public Information Meeting 5

Thank you for your interest in the East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental Assessment {(EA) project. Your
comment was received within the official public comment period following the presentation of the alternative
evaluation process to date at the Public Information Meeting held on June 19, 2013. The original comment
received has been reproduced below. While an attempt was made to accurately reproduce the comment, the
type-written reproduction below may not be verbatim.

Comments on the East Side Highway alternatives 126 and 127. Submitted 2 July 2013,

Representatives of the Friends of Kickapoo Creek (based in Downs} and the JWP Audubon
Society (covering Bloomington-Normal and MclLean County) continue to participate in the
Environmental Assessment component of the East Side Highway corridor which would impact the
watersheds of Kickapoo Creek and Money Creek. Our participation over the years in the Focus
Working Group and the Community Working Group is based on our interests in habitat (terrestrial
and aqualic) quality issues and protecting native biota. Additionally, we want to be sure that the
public investments in establishing the two nature preserves within the project impact area, the 80-
acre wetlands/prairie/stream restoration along Kickapoo Creek (The Grove Park of Bloomington)
and the Kenneth L. Schroeder Wildlife Reserve (of the Bloomington-Normal Water Reclamation
district) along the Little Kickapoo Creek, are not negatively affected.

We are pleased that this highway planning process is utilizing I-Last (linois-Living and
Sustainable Transportation Rating System and Guide). This is particularly needed to protect The
Grove Park from highway-caused sedimentation inputs and all streams from salt overload. We
hope that the array of BMPs considered (natural bottom culverts, meandering swales, filter strips,
bioswales/vegetated swales, plantings, median utilization, infiltration basins and trenches, riparian
buffers) will be fully implemented should the highway be built,

In our comments submitted in January 2012, we stated that the final alignment should minimize
the following: 1) impacts on Kickapoo Creek + tributaries, riparian areas, welfands, and water













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































would result in the permanent loss of 794 acres of farmland, he said.

“l can’t imagine what it would feel like to be a farmer and be held hostage,” said County Board
member Erik Rankin. “I felt for the Bittners as they spoke. This is somebody’s livelihood. | could
never in good conscience vote to take a home away from another individual.”

Bloomington Alderman Scott Black said the data showing the future need for the highway *“is not
convincing a lot of folks” — including him.

County Board members Laurie Wollrab and Susan Schafer, Normal City Councilwoman Cheryl
Gaines and Bloomington Alderman Rob Fazzini suggested the highway would just promote
sprawl.

“Not one highway has decreased the need for more highways,” said Wollrab.

Added Schafer: “If we build an east-side highway, it's not going to control sprawl — the land will
be cheaper on the other side.”

Gaines expressed concern about taking traffic away from the center of the community.
“In Normal, we’ve worked hard to bring it to the center,” she said.

Allowing growth to spread, she said, also costs communities more money for fire stations, police
stations and roads.

Fazzini asked Payonk if the highway would be needed if the same amount of growth that is
predicted occurred within the community rather than farther east.

“Probably not,” said Payonk.

Because the meeting was a work session, no votes or motions were allowed. Payonk said the
next step is to take the preferred option to the Federal Highway Administration for consideration.
If it is accepted, the next step would be to design the highway and acquire land — both things
that require money and won't happen until there is a need.

“Even if we had funding and there was a need for the highway it would six to eight more years,”
he said.
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