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would result in the permanent loss of 794 acres of farmland, he said.

“I can’t imagine what it would feel like to be a farmer and be held hostage,” said County Board
member Erik Rankin. “I felt for the Bittners as they spoke. This is somebody’s livelihood. I could
never in good conscience vote to take a home away from another individual.”

Bloomington Alderman Scott Black said the data showing the future need for the highway “is not
convincing a lot of folks” — including him.

County Board members Laurie Wollrab and Susan Schafer, Normal City Councilwoman Cheryl
Gaines and Bloomington Alderman Rob Fazzini suggested the highway would just promote
sprawl.

“Not one highway has decreased the need for more highways,” said Wollrab.

Added Schafer: “If we build an east-side highway, it’s not going to control sprawl — the land will
be cheaper on the other side.”

Gaines expressed concern about taking traffic away from the center of the community.

“In Normal, we’ve worked hard to bring it to the center,” she said.

Allowing growth to spread, she said, also costs communities more money for fire stations, police
stations and roads.

Fazzini asked Payonk if the highway would be needed if the same amount of growth that is
predicted occurred within the community rather than farther east.

“Probably not,” said Payonk.

Because the meeting was a work session, no votes or motions were allowed. Payonk said the
next step is to take the preferred option to the Federal Highway Administration for consideration.
If it is accepted, the next step would be to design the highway and acquire land — both things
that require money and won’t happen until there is a need.

“Even if we had funding and there was a need for the highway it would six to eight more years,”
he said.
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