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Agenda

 Project Timeline

 Study Area and Preliminary Alternatives

 Review of Environmental Resources

 Review Range of Alternatives Considered

 Identify Alternatives Proposed to be Carried 

Forward

 Refined Alternatives to be Carried Forward 

Features, Costs and Impacts

 Public Meeting #2 Comment Review

 Next Steps

River Crossing Project



PHASE I (Planning)

CONTEXT SENSITIVE SOLUTIONS – PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

2017 20192018

Public 
Meeting #1

September 15, 2016
• Need of 
Improvement

• Feasibility Study
• Assemble CAG

PHASE 

II 
(Design)

PHASE 

III
(Const.)

• Phase I is funded

• Phase II and Phase III are 

unfunded 

• $14 M bridge rehab FY 19-23

• Rehab design to start in 

2018 ($650K)

Public 
Meeting #2

December 7, 2017
• Present Alternatives 

• Comparison of 
Benefits and 

Impacts

Public 
Hearing

Summer 2019
• Present Preferred 

Alternative for 
review and 
comment

Design Report, Bridge Type Study

CAG #1
November 2, 2016
• Purpose of CAG
• Ground rules

• Initial coordination
• Feasibility Study

• Purpose & 
Need/Brainstorm 

alternatives 

CAG #2 
April 25, 2017
• Present 

geometric 
alternatives, 
impacts and 

access 

CAG #4
Fall 2018
• Identify 

Preferred 
Alternative for 
Public Hearing

CAG #3
March 8, 2018

• Review 2nd PM 
feedback

• Review recommended 
alternatives to be 
carried forward

CAG #5 and #6 
(if necessary)
• Bridge Type 

Study Group
• Meeting #5 –

identify 
options 

Meeting #6 –
finalize type

Environmental 
Assessment/CEBridge Condition Report

We Are

Here

NEPA Concurrence

P&N

February 23, 2017

NEPA Concurrence

Alts. Carried Forward

June 14, 2018

NEPA Concurrence

Preferred Alt.

February 2019

River Crossing Project

Project Timeline



 Originally included parts of Pike, 

Scott and Greene Counties

 Was narrowed down to 

approximately 50 square miles

 A crossing option at Pearl was also proposed, 

but was not brought forward

 All draft alternatives are in the 

Florence area, or in eastern Pike 

County and western Scott County

River Crossing Project

Study Area



River Crossing Project

Range of Alternatives Considered

Alternatives Location Map



Alternative 3

14

Alternative 3 
 Located to the west of 

the other Alternatives

 Improves existing County 

Highway 14 between 

Detroit and I-72

 Constructs an interchange 

to connect CH 14 with I-

72

 The existing bridge at 

Florence would be 

removed

N

River Crossing Project

Range of Alternatives Considered

Alternatives Location Map

To Pittsfield To Florence

Detroit

Prop. Interchange 

at I-72 & CH 14



River Crossing Project

Environmental Resources
Project follows the National 

Environmental Protection Act 

(NEPA) : 
 Preparing an inventory of 

Environmental Resources in the 

project study area.

 Avoidance of sensitive resources 

if reasonably possible.

 Minimizing impacts to resources 

when unavoidable.

 Mitigation of resources as 

required.

The NEPA process ensures that 

environmental factors are 

weighted equally when 

compared to other factors in 

the decision making process.



Engineering 

and 

Performance 

Considerations

Environmental 

Impacts

River Crossing Project

Engineering Performance & 

Environmental Screening (April 2017)



Connects to IL 100/106

W. Of IL Valley Paving

Existing bridge

N

Florence Rd.

Alt. 2A 

Alignment

River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Dropped

Alternative 2A (2,000 feet north)

Reasons for recommendation to be dropped
 Extensive impacts to farmland east of river

 Negatively impacts future quarry expansion

 Substantial work within the floodplain, forested lands, and wetlands

 Potential for impacts to the Illinois Chorus Frog and Bald Eagle

 High construction cost and greater amount of land acquisition

 Introduces a new stop condition for motorists on IL 100/106

Old US 36

Connector

Quarry



Connects to IL 100/106

W. Of IL Valley Paving

Existing 

bridge

Quarry

Florence Rd.

Alt. 2B 

Alignment

River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Dropped

Alternative 2B (1,100 feet north)

Reasons for recommendation to be dropped

 Extensive farmland impacts east of river 

 Negatively impacts future quarry expansion

 Substantial work within the floodplain, forested lands, and wetlands

 Potential for impacts to the Illinois Chorus Frog, Decurrent False Aster, and Bald 

Eagle

 High construction cost and greater amount of land acquisition

I L L I N
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Old US 36

Connector

N



N

River Crossing Project

Reasons for recommendation to be 

dropped

 Fails to meet the requirements of the 

Purpose and Need Statement

 Doesn’t accommodate all modes of 

traffic (Farm Implements, Pedestrians, 

Bicycles)

 Combination of Alternatives 3 and 4B 

considered, but high impacts and costs 

as compared to other alternatives

Alternatives Proposed To Be Dropped

Alternative 3 (Upgrade existing CH 14)



Existing 

bridge

Restaurant N
Alt. 4B 

Alignment

Florence Rd.

River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Dropped

Alternative 4B (Existing alignment)

Reasons for recommendation to be dropped

 Bridge would be closed to all traffic during construction

 Potentially 2-3 years

 High adverse travel during construction

 Potential impacts to the Illinois Chorus Frog, Decurrent False Aster, River 

Invertebrates, and Bald Eagle
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Existing 

bridge

Restaurant

N

Alt. 4D 

Alignment
Florence Rd.

River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Dropped

Alternative 4D (600 feet south)

Reasons for recommendation to be dropped

 Increased property and farmland impacts as compared to 4A, B and C

 Potential impact to Pike County boat launch

 Increased rock excavation through bluff 

 Extensive impacts to floodplains and forested land

 Potential impacts to the Illinois Chorus Frog, Decurrent False Aster, and River 

Invertebrates

 Impacts to residential parcels
I L L I N
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Old US 36

“T” Connector



Existing 

bridge

N

Alt. 5A 

Alignment

Florence Rd.

River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Dropped

Alternative 5A (4,000 feet south)

Reasons for recommendation to be dropped

 High construction cost and greater amount of land acquisition

 Extensive farmland impacts east of river

 Potential impacts to the Illinois Chorus Frog

 Impacts to residential parcels; high adverse travel for Florence 

 Longer bridge and new roadway length than 5B

Connector

Existing 

Connector



 Geometry refined to accommodate Florence Rd. 

connection and US Coast Guard requirements

 Wetland impact survey results included for more 

accurate accounting of impacts

 Presence of Decurrent False Aster (T&E species)

 Presence of mussels (no T&E found)

 Revised cost estimates 

 Revised right-of-way limits 

 Approximate limits, could change for Preferred Alternative 

and in detailed design

River Crossing Project

Refined Alternatives



 Leave existing bridge in place

 Required to be carried forward under 

federal NEPA process

 Provides a baseline for comparison with 

other alternatives 

 Bridge maintenance 

 Bridge may become unserviceable in the 

future when repairs are no longer possible

Rehabilitation, painting, deck overlay, 

joint repair, miscellaneous

Phase II & III Engineering and Construction 

programmed for FY 19-23 ($14.65 M)

River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Carried Forward

Alternative 1 (No Action)



N

River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Carried Forward

Alternative 4A (100 feet north)

Reasons for recommendation to be carried forward

 Lowest construction cost of recommended alternatives

 Relatively low impacts to farmland and forested land

*Potential impacts to the Illinois Chorus Frog, Decurrent False Aster, River Invertebrates,      

and Bald Eagle

*Potential to displace business



Existing 

bridge

Restaurant

N

Florence Rd.

Alt. 4A 

Alignment

River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Carried Forward

Alternative 4A (100 feet north)

Revised Engineering Screening Data

 Land Acquisition: 27.3 acres

 Updated cost: $70.6 M

 Illinois River bridge length: 

3,165 feet

 New roadway length: 4,232 feet

 Connection to Florence Road in 

northwest quadrant

 Requires a short bridge of IL 

100-106 over Florence Road
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NW Connector



River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Carried Forward

Alternative 4C (100 feet south)

Reasons for recommendation to be carried forward

 Lowest property impacts of recommended alternatives

 Reduces the amount of rock excavation as compared to 4D 

 Least impact to the floodplain 

 Relatively low impacts to farmland and forested land

 Relatively low construction costs and impacts

*Potential impacts to the Illinois Chorus Frog, Decurrent False Aster, and Invertebrates



Existing 

bridge
Restaurant

Alt. 4C 

Alignment

Florence Rd.

River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Carried Forward

Alternative 4C (100 feet south)
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Revised Engineering Screening Data

 Land Acquisition: 32.9 acres

 Updated cost: $77.6 M

 Illinois River bridge length: 

3,167 feet

 New roadway length: 5,078 feet

 Connection to Florence Road in 

southwest quadrant

 Requires a short bridge of IL 

100-106 over Florence Road

SW Connector



River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Carried Forward

Alternative 4C/D (300 feet south)

Reasons for recommendation to be carried forward
 Variation of Alternative 4D

 Creates a “T” intersection connector road west of the bridge

 Can be constructed with minimal impacts to existing traffic

 Similar construction costs as 4C

 Reduces the amount of rock excavation as compared to 4D 

 Reduced property impacts as compared to 4D

*Would increase farmland and forested land impacts as compared to 4C

*Potential impacts to the Illinois Chorus Frog, Decurrent False Aster, River Invertebrates, and Bald Eagle



River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Carried Forward

Alternative 4C/D (300 feet south)

Restaurant

N

Alt. 4C/D 

Alignment

Florence Rd.

Existing 

bridge

Revised Engineering Screening Data

 Land Acquisition: 45.8 acres

 Updated cost: $77.3 M

 Illinois River bridge length: 

3,167 feet

 New roadway length: 6,586 feet

 Connection to Florence Road via 

a “T” connection to existing IL 

100-106, east of Old US 36

 Requires a short bridge of IL 

100-106 over Florence Road

“T” Connector



River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Carried Forward

Alternative 5B (4,500 feet south)

Reasons for recommendation to be carried forward

 Shortest and least costly bridge crossing

 Least impact to surveyed wetlands 

 Can be constructed with minimal impacts to existing 

traffic

 Furthest alternative from river bend (improves navigation)

*Highest roadway cost of the recommended alternatives

*Potential impacts to the Illinois Chorus Frog 

*Highest farmland impacts of the recommended alternatives

*Potential to displace residences

Florence



Existing 

bridge
N

Alt. 5B 

Alignment

Florence Rd.

River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Carried Forward

Alternative 5B (4,500 feet south)

Florence

 Connection to Florence 

Road in southwest quadrant

 New river bridge will 

extend over Florence Road

SW Connector

Revised Engineering Screening Data

 Land Acquisition: 90.1 acres

 Updated cost: $72.1 M

 Illinois River bridge length: 1,816 feet

 New roadway length: 4,232 feet



River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Carried Forward

Revised Impacts (March 2018)



 Twice the width of the existing bridge opening

 400’ horizontal bridge navigation clearance (preliminary 

recommendation of Coast Guard) 

 Existing horizontal navigation opening 202’

 Preliminary width – two 12’ lanes and two 8’ shoulders (40’ 

clear width) – accommodates farm implements, bicycle use, 

staging for future rehabilitation

 Plate girder bridge may be considered for spans ≈ 500’ or less

Plate Girder bridge type
Conceptual Typical Section

12’8’ 12’ 8’
SHLD SHLDLANE LANE

River Crossing Project

Alternatives Proposed To Be Carried Forward

River Crossing (all build alternatives)



Alternatives Proposed To Be Carried Forward

Roadway (all build alternatives)

Conceptual Typical Section



River Crossing Project

Public Meeting #2 Comment Review

Alternative 4A 4C 4C/D 5B

1st Preference 7 17 3 0

2nd Preference 6 4 5 0

3rd Preference 3 0 9 0

Last Preference 0 0 0 10

Not marked 8 3 7 14

 24 total comments received

 No public support for Alternative 5B; adverse impacts to farmland 
and farm operations cited

 Support for Alternative 4C, as well as alternatives other than 5B 

 Other concerns about pavement maintenance, flooding, property-
specific concerns, drainage/levee district, archaeological impacts



Next Steps
Merger Team Meeting (June 14, 2018)

Concurrence with Alternatives Carried Forward 
(detailed study)

CAG #4 (Fall 2018)

Present initial recommendation of Preferred 
Alternative

Merger Team Meeting (February 2019)

Concurrence with Preferred Alternative

Public Hearing (Summer 2019)

Present Preferred Alternative for public comment

River Crossing Project



CAG #3 Comments
Your Written Comments are Welcome!

Comment form included in handout

Please send your comments by Thursday, March 22, 

2018 to:
Mr. Jeffrey M. South, P.E.

Region 4 Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation

126 East Ash Street

Springfield, Illinois 62704-4792

Attention:  Jay M. Wavering, P.E.

Or email to contact@florencebridgestudy.com

River Crossing Project


