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Why Did We Do a 
County Freight 
Plan?

1. Learn what the state of freight movement in the 
County is today.

2. Understand the local and regional importance and 
impacts of freight movement.

3. Prepare for the future needs of this industry in 
Will County.

4. Identify the critical infrastructure projects 
important to safety, congestion, our communities 
and the current and future success of the freight 
industry in the region.

5. Improve our chances of receiving federal, state, 
local and private funding for identified 
infrastructure projects.
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Thank-You!

CenterPoint Intermodal Center 
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Thank-You!

CenterPoint Intermodal Center - Elwood
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Thank-You!

CenterPoint Intermodal Center - Joliet
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Freight Plan 
Outreach
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The Importance of Freight in Will County
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What do Freight Flows in Will County 
Look Like?
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How Important is the 
Freight Workforce to 
Will County’s 
Economy?
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1. Freight is critical to the economic success of Will County.

2. Will County freight movement is critical to the 
Northeastern Illinois Region, State and Nation. 

3. Traditional planning approaches cannot handle the pace 
of freight development experienced in Will County.

4. Freight volume growth may affect safety and worsen 
existing bottlenecks and operational issues.
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5. Continued growth without better planning and new 
transportation investments will impact Will County’s economic 
competitiveness and quality of life.

6. Lack of funding and institutional issues make it difficult to invest 
in needed freight projects.

7. Will County needs additional regional, state, and national funding 
support.
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Regional 
Freight 
Movements
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Freight Assets 
and Clusters
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Elwood/Joliet
Freight Cluster
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Elwood/Joliet
Freight Cluster

Elwood/Joliet Freight Cluster
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Crash Hot 
Spots
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Structurally
Deficient
Bridges
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Key Freight Projects
• 25 out of 91 projects 

evaluated classified as top 
tier of critical projects

• Critical for improving freight 
movement and quality of life 

• Many are of national, state, 
and regional significance and 
ripe for federal and state 
investment 
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Projects evaluated using: 
1. Preservation 

Enhancement
2. Safety
3. Mobility
4. Economic 

Competitiveness
5. Community Sensitivity
6. Environmental 

Sensitivity. 
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Key Freight Projects
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Investments to Improve the National Freight Network

• I-80 Add Lanes, Bridge Reconstruction, Interchanges 
Reconstruction

• I-55 and I-80 Interchange Reconstruction
• I-55 Add Lanes, Bridge Reconstruction, Interchanges 

Reconstruction
• I-55 and Weber Road Interchange Reconstruction 
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What programs or 
policies can Will County
adopt to improve freight 
mobility and the quality 
of life?

1. Implement Investment Priorities identified in 
the Plan.

2. Improve coordination of overweight/oversize 
permitting between Jurisdictions.

3. Expand data collection and modeling, with 
focus on freight clusters and corridors.

4. Expand East-West highway connectivity to 
reduce traffic on local roads.

5. Increase air cargo capacity by continuing to 
support the South Suburban Airport
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What programs or 
policies can Will 
County
adopt to improve 
freight mobility and 
the quality of life?

6. Develop freight workforce initiatives through 
partnerships with employers.

7. Increase workforce mobility to job centers 
using transit hubs and increased bus service.

8. Develop and communicate a transparent 
freight network using designated truck routes.

9. Coordinate transportation and land use 
planning throughout the County.
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Community 
Recommendations
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Environmental 
Recommendations



Plan Implementation
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8 Action Categories – 50+ Action Items
1. Will County Advocacy

• Municipalities/Townships
• Springfield/Washington DC
• CMAP
• Trade Associations 

2. Infrastructure Project Funding
TIGER/BUILD/INFRA/IDOT Competitive Freight

3. Create a Transparent Integrated County-wide 
Truck Route Network

4. Develop a common oversize/overweight 
permit application and one-stop online 
process (Oxcart)

5. TDL Workforce Initiative
35

Plan 
Implementation
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www.willcountyfreight.orgMore 
Information
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Thank-You!
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