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INTRODUCTION 
 
Illinois is a vital and flourishing hub for freight, with 147,000 miles of roadway, over 10,000 miles 
of railroad tracks, 1,118 miles of navigable waterways, and numerous airports, pipeline and 
other facilities that carry goods across the State.   

Freight drives the Illinois economy, the fifth largest in the Nation. From the cornfields of Iroquois 
County, to the Chicago region’s intermodal facilities and distribution centers, to O’Hare 
International Airport or America’s Central Port, Illinois businesses and residents depend on 
freight. Nearly 40 percent of Illinois’ economy, $305 billion, and over 2.4 million jobs are directly 
tied to freight and freight-related industries in the State.  

Illinois also plays an important role as a multimodal 
freight hub for both the Midwest and the Nation as 
a whole. The State’s multimodal freight network 
connects businesses and consumers in all parts of 
the State and across the U.S.  

Vast amounts of freight moves to, from, through 
and within Illinois each year. According to 
Transearch data, 1.5 billion tons of freight, valued 
at $2.4 trillion, was transported on Illinois’ network 
of highways, railways, waterways, pipelines, and 
airports in 2019. By 2050, this volume of goods is 
projected to reach 2.8 billion tons, valued at $5.1 
trillion, an increase of 87 percent by tonnage and 
116 percent by value. 

As such, the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act of 2015 and the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act of 2021 provided funding to support freight needs within the states with 
Illinois to receive around $525 million over the 11 years of the two Acts.  

To address the freight needs of Illinois, in the development of Illinois State Freight Plan, the 
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) designed a Competitive Freight Program (CFP), 
which was used within the state to identify and prioritize projects for inclusion in the Freight 
Investment Plan. This annual report will provide data and an update to the competitive freight 
programs. 

Anyone seeking further information, please visit our website or contact: 

Illinois Department of Transportation 
Bureau of Planning  
2300 South Dirksen Parkway 
Springfield, IL 62764 
217/785-2353  
Email: DOT.ILFreightPlanning@illinois.gov 
 

 

https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/transportation-management/planning/freight/2017-state-freight-plan.html
https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/transportation-management/planning/freight.html
mailto:DOT.ILFreightPlanning@illinois.gov
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ILLINOIS FREIGHT AT A GLANCE 
 

 One in every four freight trains in the Nation traverses Illinois   
 

 All six Class One railroads operate in Illinois  
 

 53 percent of freight within the State that moves by truck on 147,000 
miles of roadway 
 

 Leader in Agriculture  
 

 Over 10,000 miles of railroad 
tracks 
 

 1,118 miles of navigable 
waterways 
 

 Illinois has 2 major inland ports 
and 19 public port districts  
 

 Freight trucks in Illinois on 
average, annually drive about 1 
billion miles. 
 

 O’Hare airport is the 6th busiest 
cargo airport in the nation. 
 

 2.4 million jobs in Illinois are related to freight 
 

 Illinois is ranked 2nd among all states and Chicago is ranked 1st 
among all metropolitan areas in locations for new and expanded 
corporate facilities  
 

 Illinois’ waterway system transports over 90 million tons of goods 
every year 



5 
 

ILLINOIS COMPETITIVE FREIGHT PROGRAM 
 

The Illinois Competitive Freight Program advances a safe, efficient, reliable, resilient, and 
sustainable intermodal freight system that supports Illinois' competitive position as a global hub, 
grows the economy, and enhances equity and quality of life for Illinois residents. 

The Illinois Competitive Freight Program is a competitive grant-based program administered by 
the Illinois Department of Transportation and funded by Federal Highway Administration through 
the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act and Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act (IIJA). The goals of the program are to support objectivity, equity, and transparency in 
project selection, leverage funds through local or private participation, provide the opportunity 
for the Illinois State Freight Advisory Council (ISFAC) to provide input into the development and 
delivery and to align with the goals of the 2018 and 2023 Illinois State Freight Plans. 

The program is designed to help in the reduction of bottlenecks, improve freight-related safety, 
improve intermodal accessibility to and from freight corridors and to contribute to the 
deployment of technology.  Local, state, or governmental entities are eligible applicants, and it is 
encouraged for that applicants capitalize on public-private partnerships, both as a 
demonstration of stakeholder investment and to leverage funding.  

Funds are allocated over a life of the FAST Act and IIJA with an average of $47 million per year.  
The funds cover a wide variety of planning, engineering and construction work related to freight 
movement along roadways, 
waterways, and rail. There is an 80 
percent to 20 percent split, with the 
awardee needing to provide the 20 
percent matching funds for the 
grant. This funding does allow for 
funding for intermodal projects. 
Also, the FAST Act allowed up to 10 
percent and IIJA allows up to 30 
percent to be used on intermodal 
projects, including projects within 
the boundaries of public or private 
freight or water facilities. 

For more details about the project 
application and selection process 
please visit our website.  

https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/transportation-management/planning/freight/illinois-competitive-freight-program.html
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FUNDING FOR THE COMPETITIVE FREIGHT PROGRAM 
 
The funds below are from the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act and appropriated yearly 
to support the 2018 Competitive Freight Program. 

 

 

The funds below are from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) and appropriated yearly to 
support the 2023 Competitive Freight Program. 

  

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

$41,247,000.00 

$39,199,000.00 

$41,977,190.00 

$47,381,922.00 

$52,446,300.00 

$52,118,440.00 

$48,320,590.00 

Fu
nd

in
g 

Am
ou

nt
 P

er
 Y

ea
r

FAST Act Year

NATIONAL HIGHWAY FREIGHT FUNDING
National Highway Freight Funding

2023 2024 2025 2026

$49,287,003.00 
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$52,303,761.88 
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2018 COMPETITIVE FREIGHT PROGRAM 
 

IDOT received 46 applications for the 2018 Competitive Freight Program.  Fifty-four percent of 
the applications involved projects that addressed Bottleneck Reduction to help reduce 
congestion so that areas impacted by freight can run more safely and efficiently.  Twenty-eight 
percent of applications addressed Intermodal Accessibility so that cargo can be transferred with 
ease and efficiency between different modes of transportation.  Eleven percent of applications 
involved Freight Related Safety projects to help reduce accidents involving freight vehicles and 
enhance overall safety for all road users.  Six percent of the applications involved Technology 
Deployment projects that streamline communication and increase transparency across the 
industry. 

Of the 46 applicants, there were 23 projects were selected for the 2018 Competitive Freight 
Program. The awardees were made up of 12 municipalities, six IDOT projects, three ports, one 
county, and one regional agency. The distribution around the state were 15 in the Greater Illinois 
and eight in the Chicagoland area. The general locations can be seen in the map following this 
section. The following list are break downs of what projects were awarded:

 

Project Category: 

• Bottleneck Reduction - 12 
• Intermodal Accessibility - 5 
• Freight Safety - 5 
• Technology Deployment – 1 

 

 

 

Project Type:  

• Roadway Construction - 7 
• Interchange - 5 
• Grade Separation - 3 
• Port - 3 
• Intermodal - 2 
• Truck Parking - 2 
• Technology Deployment  

 

  

Bottleneck 
Reduction

25Intermodal 
Accessibility

13

Freight Related 
Safety

5

Technology 
Deployment

3

Applicant Project Categories
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2018 COMPETITIVE FREIGHT PROJECT STATUS 
 
Currently 11 (48 percent) of the 23 projects are complete. The remaining 12 (52 percent) are in 
process to be completed.  

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
1 Franklin Avenue 

Reconstruction 
Village of Franklin Park Active $26,318,000 

 
Project Progress: Box culvert was completed in November of 2021.  Reconstruction and 
widening of Franklin Avenue is under construction and an estimated completion date of late 
2025.  Modernization of the Manheim/Belmont intersection is scheduled for an April 2025 letting 
with a completion in late 2025.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
2 Columbus Ave Grade 

Separation CREATE 
Chicago DOT Active $49,000,000 

 
Project Progress:  Design is complete.  Currently in the final stage of awarding construction 
contract.  Construction will be from Q1 2025 to Q4 2026.   

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
3 I-80 at US 30 Inter. 

Reconstruction 
IDOT District 1 COMPLETE $38,756,651 

 
Project Progress:  This project is COMPLETE.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
4 Re-Establish M&O Junction 

and Conologue Main 
Bi-State Development COMPLETE $1,932,592 

 
Project Progress: This project is COMPLETE.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
5 Cicero Ave. (IL Rt 50) Bridge 

over the Sanitary Ship Canal 
Chicago DOT ACTIVE $800,000 

 
Project Progress:  Anticipated letting is Q3 2025 after PDR approval and FHWA/IDOT 
approval of final PS&E and authorization to advertise.  
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Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
6 I-270 at IL 111 Interchange 

Reconstruction 
Village of Franklin Park ACTIVE $23,000,000 

 
Project Progress:  This project experienced some delays due to cultural issues.  It went to 
letting in August of 2024.  It has been awarded and is currently on schedule. 

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
7 Peru Intermodal, Safety, 

Congestion, and Energy 
Security Project 

City of Peru ACTIVE $2,644,063 

 
Project Progress:  Planned to go to letting in April of 2025.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
8 Ill Rte. 126 Re-route-143rd 

Street Extension 
Village of Plainfield ACTIVE $20,328,000 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in construction.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
9 North Ave. (IL 64) UPRR and I-

90/94 Viaducts 
Chicago Department of 

Transportation 
COMPLETE $560,000 

 
Project Progress:  This project is COMPLETE.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
10 88th/Cork Ave at I-294 

Interchange 
Cook County DOT & 

Highways 
ACTIVE $13,443,680 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in construction.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
11 Brush College/Fairies Parkway 

Grade Separation  
City of Decatur ACTIVE $34,000,000 

 
Project Progress: Currently in construction.   
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Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
12 I-57 – Rte. 149 Inter 

Modification 
City of West Frankfort ACTIVE $1,200,000 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in Phase I Engineering.   

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
13 Intelligent Truck Parking 

Availability Information System  
IDOT Operations ACTIVE $14,552,903 

 
Project Progress: Pilot program has started in District 4 and has expanded to District 7.   

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
14 I-57/IL 14 Benton Interchange 

Mod. 
City of Benton CANCELLED $3,000,000 

 
Project Progress:  This project has been CANCELLED.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
15 America’s Central Port District 

Harbor Dock Improv. Project 
America’s Central Port 

District 
COMPLETE $1,092,130 

 
Project Progress:  This project is COMPLETE.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
16 America’s Central Port District 

Industrial District Roadway 
Improvement  

America’s Central Port 
District 

COMPLETE $2,682,470 

 
Project Progress:  This project is COMPLETE.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
17 City of Pekin Front Street City of Pekin COMPLETE $5,133,000 

 
Project Progress:  This project is COMPLETE.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
18 IL Rte. 3 Diversion Loop and 

Grade Separation 
Village of Sauget ACTIVE $1,103,040 

 
Project Progress:  Phase I Design approval target date is set for 10/27. 
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Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
19 IDOT – I-57 Freight Safety & 

Bottleneck Reduction Project 
IDOT District 9 COMPLETE $18,161,390 

 
Project Progress:  This project is COMPLETE. 

.  

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
20 Illinois International Port 

District – Butler Drive 
Cook County DOT & 

Highways 
ACTIVE $10,937,853 

 
Project Progress:  Proposal package is under IDOT review.  IDOT approval of the agreement 
is anticipated in mid-2025 which will start the Phase II Design.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
21 IDOT - Funks Grove Rest Area 

Truck Parking Expansion 
IDOT - Operations COMPLETE $1,440,000 

 
Project Progress:  This project is COMPLETE.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
22 Cargill Elevator Road/Village of 

Cahokia 
Village of Cahokia COMPLETE $1,693,600 

 
Project Progress:  This project is COMPLETE.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
23 IDOT – Trail of Tears Rest Area 

Truck Parking Expansion 
IDOT - Operations COMPLETE $1,600,000 

 
Project Progress:  This project is COMPLETE.  
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2018 PROJECT LOCATIONS 
 

The map below shows the general locations of all projects, and the following tables outline the 
status of the projects.  
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2023 COMPETITIVE FREIGHT PROGRAM 
 

With the success of the 2018 Competitive Freight Program, the Illinois 
Department of Transportation decided to pursue a similar follow up 
program. This program was called the 2023 Competitive Freight 
Program. This was developed in tandem with the 2023 Illinois 
State Freight Plan. For this program, project ranking was the 
basis for development of a fiscally constrained four-year 
program. 

In this round of the program, a total of 35 applications were 
submitted. Twenty-five of the applications were highway projects 
and 10 were intermodal projects. Applications were received 
from seven of the nine IDOT Districts and numerous local 
agencies. The total project value of all applications was $3.96 billion, 
with $405 million in NHFP funds requested. The average request per 
project was $11.6 million, and the median was $7 million. The 
highest requested amount was $65.1 million, and the lowest 
requested amount was $139 thousand.  

Highway project applications included requests for various project types, including new highway 
connections, bridge replacement, interchange projects, highway-rail grade separations, and 
other various highway improvements. Intermodal project applications included requests for both 
improvements at intermodal facilities and on freight rail corridors within the State.  

 
Program Highlights 

 35 Projects Applied, 22 Projects  
Awarded in April 2023 
 

 13 Local Projects 
 

 9 State Projects 
 

 Roughly 30% of funds are for 
Intermodal Projects 
 

 $197.5 Million in Federal Funds for 
Projects 
 

 $441 million in total project costs 
o Including match and other 

Federal funds  

 

  

Project Type 
Number of 

Applications 

Highway 

Highway Projects 13 

New Highway Connections 3 

Bridge Replacements 4 

Interchange Projects 3 

Highway-Rail Grade Separations 2 

Intermodal 

Intermodal Facility Improvements 8 

Intermodal Corridor Projects 2 
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2023 COMPETITIVE FREIGHT PROJECT STATUS 
 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
1 Granite City Industrial District 

Roadway Improv. Project 
Phase III 

America's Central Port Active $2,100,000 

 
Project Progress:  Due to go to letting in August of 2025.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
2 Granite City Harbor Dock 

Improvements Project Phase II 
America's Central Port Active $3,636,000 

 
Project Progress:  Due to go to letting in August of 2025. 

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
3 Terminal Railroad Association 

of St. Louis 3rd Main Railroad 
Tracks 

Bi-State Development Active          
$15,197,719 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in Phase I Engineering.   

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
4 Illinois 50 over Chicago 

Sanitary and Ship Canal 
Chicago Department of 

Transportation 
Active $18,800,000 

 
Project Progress:  Anticipated letting is 3Q of 2025 after PDR approval and FHWA/IDOT 
approval of final PS&E and authorization to advertise.   

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
5 75th Street CIP IDOT (OIPI) from Cook 

County 
Active $14,000,000 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in Phase II with ROW Acquisition.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
6 Butler Drive Cook County Active $4,822,147 

 
Project Progress:  Due to start Phase II Design in mid-2025.   
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Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
7 Brush College Road/Fairies 

Parkway 
City of Decatur Active $10,000,000 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in construction.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
8 Illinois 127 Reconstruction IDOT (District 8) Active $4,000,000 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in Phase I Engineering.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
9 Illinois 203 Profile Raise IDOT (District 8)  $1,600,000 

 
Project Progress:  Consultant has been selected but Prime Agreement has not been 
implemented.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
10 Interstate 57 Safety 

Improvements 
IDOT (District 9)  $30,000,000 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in construction.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
11 Rail Splitter Rest Area IDOT (Operations)  $2,200,000 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in construction.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
12 Fort Massac Rest Area IDOT (Operations)  $2,000,000 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in Phase II Design.   Construction is set to start in the Spring of 
2025.   

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
13 Coalfield Rest Area IDOT (Operations)  $3,000,000 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in construction.  
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Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
14 Interstate 55/70 IDOT (District 8)  $10,000,000 

 
Project Progress:  Will advertise for Phase I Consultant by April 2026.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
15 Illinois Route 50 (Cicero Ave) 

at Interstate 55 Interchange 
IDOT (District 1)  $7,000,000 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in Phase II Design.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
16 Interstate 57 and Illinois 17 

Interchange 
IDOT (District 7)  $40,000,000 

 
Project Progress:  Anticipated letting date is June of 2026.   

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
17 Congestion Reduction and 

Safety 
Kaskaskia Regional 

Port District 
 $4,323,800 

 
Project Progress:  Awardee is waiting on release of match funds to begin.   

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
18 Intermodal Project Mid-America Port 

District 
 $173,893 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in Design and working on the permitting process.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
19 Northeast Illinois Transload 

Intermodal Expansion 
City of Rochelle  $5,205,570 

 
Project Progress:  Anticipated letting date is April of 2025.   
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Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
20 Illinois 3 Diversion Village of Sauget  $771,960 

 
Project Progress:  Phase I approval target date October of 2027.  Letting date is being 
determined. 

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
21 New Port Access Road City of Shawneetown  $400,000 

 
Project Progress:  Currently in Phase I Engineering.  

 

Number Project Name Sponsor Status Award 
22 Interstate 57 and Illinois 149 

Interchange 
City of West Frankfort  $18,326,000 

 
Project Progress:  Waiting on approval by IDOT on the Phase II Engineering Agreement. 

 

 

 

47

2023 CFP Awards by
Type of Project

Number of AwardsProject Type

Highway

7Highway Projects

1New Highway Connections

1Bridge Replacements

3Interchange Projects

1
Highway-Rail Grade

Separations

Intermodal

7
Intermodal Facility

Improvements

2Intermodal Corridor Projects
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2023 PROJECT LOCATIONS 
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FUTURE OF THE PROGRAM 
 

The freight system will always be a priority to the State of Illinois. It is the life blood of the Illinois 
economy and essential for freight movement across the entire United States. The future of 
planning and forecasting freight in Illinois is crucial to the development of businesses and the 
economy.  

The Illinois Department of Transportation is focused on: 

 Increasing Truck Parking at Rest Areas  
o Previous truck parking expansion has been completed or in process at these rest 

areas: Trail of Tears, Fort Massac, Rail Splitter, Coalfield, and Funks Grove 
 

 Expansion and Implementation of the Truck Parking Information Management System 
(TPIMS) 
 

 Growth of the Illinois State Freight Advisory Council (ISFAC) 
o Addressing issues and opportunities when they arise 

 
 ISFAC Truck Parking Committee – New in 2024 

 
 Statewide Line-Item Funding for Truck Parking for years to come 

 
 Potential applications for discretionary grants as they arise from US DOT 

 
 Reviewing and addressing the action items in the 2023 Illinois Freight Plan 

 
 Closing out current projects and using any unspent funds from closed out projects 

 
 Develop the next version of the Competitive Freight Program. 

o This happens if/when funding is determined for the next highway spending bill  

 
 

With continued dedication from our team and the support of our stakeholders, we are confident 
in our ability to achieve even greater success in the coming year. If you would like further 
information, please visit our website or contact: 

Illinois Department of Transportation 
Bureau of Planning  
2300 South Dirksen Parkway 
Springfield, IL 62764 
217/785-2353  
Email: DOT.ILFreightPlanning@illinois.gov 

https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/transportation-management/planning/freight.html
mailto:DOT.ILFreightPlanning@illinois.gov
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