
The Illinois Marine Transportation System Plan 
(IMTS Plan) is a multimodal planning and policy 
endeavor initiated by the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) in March of 2019. The IMTS 
Plan provides the State of Illinois a foundational 
understanding of the marine transportation 
system and how it contributes to the state’s 
transportation network, economy, and citizens’ 
quality of life. This plan is only the first step in 
better integrating the state’s waterways into the 

state’s multimodal transportation network. The 
programmatic recommendations created as 
part of the IMTS Plan, provide IDOT and other 
State agencies important information on how 
to move forward towards integration of the 
marine mode as part of Illinois’ multimodal 
transportation network. 

In order to obtain a diverse array of information, 
stakeholder perspectives, and to identify 
critical issues regarding the Illinois Marine 

Transportation System, outreach was 
conducted to stakeholders from a number of 
industries and sectors of government across 
the state. The knowledge and viewpoints of 
these stakeholders was an instrumental part 
in development of the plan. In addition to 
stakeholder outreach, a steering committee 
was created to provide more in depth guidance 
in the development of the plan; the members of 
the Steering Committee are as follows:

Alexander-Cairo Port District  Mark Glaab 

America’s Central Port District  Dennis Wilmsmeyer 

American Commercial Barge Line  Martin Hettel 

American Rivers  Olivia Dorothy

American Water  Benjamin Brockschmidt 

Chemical Industry Council of Illinois  Lisa Frede 

City of Peru  Bob Vickrey 

Great Lakes Dredge and Dock Company  William Hanson 

Havana Regional Port District  Bob Martin 

Heart of Illinois Regional Port District  Dan Silverthorn 

Illinois Chamber of Commerce  Rebecca Mason 

Illinois Department of Agriculture  Brian Rennecker 

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity  Erin Guthrie 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources  Loren Wobig 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency  Amy Dragovich 

Illinois Farm Bureau  Kirby Wagner 

Illinois International Port District  Clayton Harris III 

Illinois Public Ports Association  Bill Stahlman 

Illinois River Carriers Association  Mike Blaske 

Illinois Soybean Association  Scott Sigman 

Joliet Regional Port District  Chris Lawson 

Kaskaskia Regional Port District  Ed Weilbacher  

Massac-Metropolis Port District  Richard Kruger 

Mid-America Intermodal Authority Port District  Charles Bell 

Seneca Regional Port District  Joe Green 

Southwest Regional Port District  Rick Stubblefield 

The American Waterways Operators  Lynn Muench 

The Freightway  Evan Glantz 

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission  Ray Lees 

Upper Mississippi River Basin Association  Kirsten Wallace 

Upper Mississippi River International Port District  Rob Davies 

Waterways Council  Paul Rohde 

Waukegan Port District  Joe Seidelmann 

Federal Observers

US DOT Maritime Administration  Branden Villalona 

US DOT Maritime Administration  Chad Dorsey 

US DOT Maritime Administration  Robert M. Sullivan 

US Committee on the Martine Transportation System  Helen Brohl 

IDOT thanks all those who were involved in the 
development of the IMTS Plan. Specifically, 
we extend a sincere thank you to the Steering 

Committee members who helped guide the 
development of the plan. Additionally, IDOT 
would also like to extend specific thanks to the 

Illinois Port Association and their members, as 
well as Ozinga Bros. for providing many photos 
that were used throughout the plan.
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