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The Federal
Highway Act of
1921 is passed
to create a national
?@rs\ov\ system with

federal funding. (The

National Highway
System is formed

later, in 1927.)
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State Bond
Issue 4 is built
from Chicago to
St. Louis, forming
the basis from
which Route 66 is
created.

On Nov. 11, Route
66 is officially
commissioned,
beginning in Chicago,
Illinois, and ending in Los
Angeles, California. Since
SBI 4 is replaced by Route
66, lllinois” section of the
Mother Road is the first to
be completely paved.
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The Route 66
Highway
Association is

kit

Cars become faster,
with speeds
reaching 60 to 80
mph. By 1936, Route
66 between Chicago and
St. Louis becomes the
heaviest traveled
long-distance highway in
lllinois and is rerouted to
bypass congested areas
such as Springfield and
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Prohibition ends,

reducing illegal
alcohol transport. At
the same time, an
era of increased car
travel begins.

John Steinbeck
gives Route 66 its
nickname, the
“Mother Road,” in
his novel “The
Grapes of Wrath,”
in which his fictional
characters, the Joad
family, head west
along Route 66 in
search of work.
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Route 66 serves
a strategic
military role
during World
War Il as part of
the national
defense
highway system,
facilitating the
transportation of
troops, equipment
and supplies.

A major redesign
of Route 66
occurs, including
updates to road
infrastructure to
accommodate the
increase in travel and
vehicle speeds. This
redesign will be
surpassed by the rise
of the Interstate
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The Interstate
Highway System
begins construction
with the passage
of the Federal-Aid
Highway Act. The
law establishes a new
system of high-speed,
limited-access
highways. Five new
interstates (I-55, |-44,
I-40, I-15 and 1-10)
replace Route 66.

The TV show
Route 66 airs
and runs for 116
episodes, starring
Martin Milner and
George Maharis.
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Route 66
continues to be a
symbol of
American road
culture, immortalized
in songs, literature and
film, attracting
travelers and hippies
seeking freedom and
adventure.

Nearly all
segments of the
original Route 66
are bypassed by
modern four-lane
highways.
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Jan. 17, 1977:
The last lllinois
Route 66 highway
marker is taken
down.

)

1930-40
Litchfield

Mt Olive

\

66

Us
Benld

ILLINOIS >

Gillespie

j—>

| 1926-3

Beaver. Dam
Park

State

~

Carlinville

~ ™
N :: GH @
“ m.m ,m ~
| ()] 0-
Tclv E o = B
=) T £ o
= 2 =
WL
/ «.,\,
\
\
c
o
9 t
bS =
E 8
9 ()
16
o
(7))

Revival of
interest in Route
66 begins, with
many sections being
preserved as historic
landmarks. Efforts to
bring Route 66's
_Jwﬂo_.v\ back into
public consciousness
are bolstered by the
formation of Route
66 preservation
groups.

The lllinois
Department of
Transportation creates
and places new Historic
Route 66 signs on lllinois’
section of Route 46,
highlighting the different
alignments in Illinois.
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lllinois Historic Route
66 is designated a
National Scenic
Byway, formalizing
efforts to preserve the
history of the road and
boost tourism. Efforts
intensify to maintain and
highlight Route 66
attractions and landmarks.

Route 66 remains an important
cultural and historical route,
celebrated annually with festivals, road
trips and tourism. Historic landmarks,
museums and interpretive exhibits
continue to draw visitors from around
the world to experience the legacy of
the Mother Road. Various segments of
the historic route are preserved as part
of lllinois Route 66 Scenic Byway,
promoting travel, education and the
preservation of Route 66's cultural

history.
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